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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The number of refugees, migrants and asylum seekers registered in Turkey 

increased slightly in April, to over 3.3 million. Of these, nearly 3 million are 

Syrians – including over 1.3 million children – while the remaining 310,000 are 

nationals primarily from Iraq (133,886) and Afghanistan (131,588).1  

Though the number of refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants has remained 

relatively stable over the past 18 months – with much of the increase 

attributable to new-borns and a cleaning of registration logs – the scale and 

scope of the refugee crisis continues to put considerable strain on the 

country’s basic services and infrastructure, particularly in host communities. 

Meanwhile, despite warming weather and calmer seas the number of 

unregistered refugees and migrants attempting to cross into Europe 

remained at its lowest-ever levels. According to UNHCR, 1,156 people arrived 

in Greece in April, approximately 30% of whom were children.2 An additional 

1,985 people were rescued or apprehended while attempting to cross by land 

and sea.3  Reports from partners on the ground indicate that strict border 

enforcement, as well as ongoing uncertainty on the status of migrants and 

refugees in the EU, are responsible for the continued limited outflow. Under the framework of the EU-Turkey Statement, 

                                                        
1 UNHCR, April 2017. Demographic data on unregistered refugees/migrants is unavailable due to operational constraints. 
2 UNHCR Refugees/Migrants Emergency Response Portal, April 2017. 
3 1,551 by land and 434 by sea. Turkish Coast Guard Command, Irregular Migration Statistics, April 2017.  
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Highlights 
• The number of refugees, migrants and asylum seekers registered in Turkey 

increased slightly in April, to over 3.3 million. Of these, nearly 3 million are 

Syrians– including over 1.3 million children – while the remaining 310,000 are 

nationals primarily from Iraq and Afghanistan. 

• UNICEF established 30 child-friendly interview rooms in 23 cities to promote 

the best interests of children in contact with the law, including protection 

against hardship and stress associated with judicial proceedings. 

• Since January 2017, UNICEF and the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) 

have trained more than 37,000 Turkish teachers in 81 provinces on the 

provision of education for Syrian children. 
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four rounds of returns took place in April for 150 people (including two accompanied Pakistani children), bringing the total 

number of people re-admitted to Turkey since the Statement came into effect, to 1,094. 

Syrian refugee population in Turkey (by province) 

 

 
 

 

Estimated Affected Population: 3,302,1394 

 Registered Syrian refugees Registered non-Syrian refugees5 Total 

Male Female Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,592,046 1,400,521 192,214 117,358 3,302,139 

Children Affected (Under 18) 697,268 640,409 N/A 1,337,677 

Children Under Five 212,472 197,509 409,982 

Children Enrolled in Formal 

Education6 

247,108 252,735 499,843 

Children Out-of-School (est.)7 N/A N/A 370,000 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
The Government of Turkey leads the overall crisis response in-country, and remains the largest provider of aid to Syrians 

under temporary protection, as well as other refugee and migrant groups. The UNCT supports government efforts to 

                                                        
4 Source: UNHCR, 27 April 2017. Due to difficulties in conducting assessments and gathering demographic data on other population groups (such as people on the 
move toward Europe), these figures include only registered Syrians and non-Syrians in Turkey. 
5 Source: UNHCR, 27 April 2017. 
6 Source: Ministry of National Education (MoNE), January 2017. 
7 Out-of-school figures are UNICEF estimates based on the number of school-aged and enrolled children in Turkey, as of January 2017; as a result, age and sex 
disaggregation is currently unavailable. 
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respond to the Syria Crisis within the framework of the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), and to the Refugee 

and Migrant Crisis in Europe (RMCiE) within the framework of the Refugee and Migrant Response Plan (RMRP).  

In April, UNICEF finalized and endorsed a rolling work plan with the Directorate General for Migration Management 

(DGMM). This will strengthen the collaboration with a key government institution involved in the humanitarian response. 

The work plan seeks to improve data collection on the needs of refugee and migrant children, strengthen the capacity of 

DGMM staff to respond to child protection issues, support efforts to promote social cohesion in host communities, and 

increase access to children temporarily placed in DGMM-managed reception and removal centres.   

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

UNICEF’s work in Turkey is guided by the organization’s Core Commitments to Children in Humanitarian Action and the 

close partnership with the Turkish government.  

Under the framework of the 3RP and the “No Lost Generation” Initiative, UNICEF focuses on four priority areas – 

Education, Child Protection, Adolescents and Youth and Basic Needs – to reach refugee children in camps and host 

communities, as well as vulnerable Turkish children. Under the framework of the RMRP – and in complementarity with 

more sustained programming under the 3RP – UNICEF provides targeted, immediate child protection and basic needs 

support to vulnerable children and families on the move toward Europe.  

The rapid scale-up of services and strengthening of existing national systems remains a top priority, with an increased focus 

on a resilience and policy approach to reflect the protracted and complex nature of both the Syria and Refugee and Migrant 

Crises. Child rights violations by parties to the conflict inside Syria continue to be monitored and documented through the 

Monitoring & Reporting Mechanism (MRM) capacity. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection  

In addition to ongoing efforts to support the psychosocial and protection needs of Syrian and other refugee children, 

UNICEF scaled up its justice for children (J4C) programme in April. Together with the Ministry of Justice and NGO partner 

ÇOKMED8, UNICEF established 30 child-friendly interview rooms at courthouses in 23 cities across the country, to help 

ensure that the best interests of children in contact with the law are considered, and that they are better protected against 

hardship and stress associated with judicial proceedings. 

In addition, UNICEF revised its capacity building programme for court-appointed experts, which began in March 2017. To 

supplement existing trainings on international normative frameworks and child-friendly judicial interview techniques, 

participants are now also presented with specific casework examples involving Syrian children in Turkey. As of end April, 

436 individuals were successfully trained under this revised programme.9 

UNICEF is also scaling up interventions to address the problem of child labour. As part of an effort to engage the private 

sector on this critical issue, UNICEF organized a meeting on 25 April with the Chambers of Trade and Industry from 10 

provinces where child labour is prevalent10, to identify key areas for collaboration and agree on a roadmap for concrete 

action. In addition, UNICEF-supported community centres in eight provinces identified over 900 child workers11 in April and 

provided them with direct educational and psycho-social support. 

Education  
On 5 April, UNICEF – together with key stakeholders including host governments, UN agencies, NGO partners and donors 

– launched a major report on education12 at the “Supporting the future of Syria and the Region” Conference in Brussels. 

The report highlighted the significant progress made in education across the Syria Crisis-affected countries – for example, 

                                                        
8 Child Protection Centres Support Society. 
9 276 women, 160 men. 
10 Adana, Ankara, Bursa, Denizli, Gaziantep, Hatay, İzmir, Kocaeli, Mersin, Şanlıurfa,  
11 156 girls, 765 boys in Adana, Ankara, Gaziantep, İstanbul, İzmir, Hatay, Kayseri, Şanlıurfa. 
12 http://wos-education.org/uploads/reports/170331_Brussels_paper.pdf 



4 
 

that more children are now in school than out in Turkey – as well as strategies to respond to remaining challenges and new 

opportunities going forward.  

UNICEF and the Ministry of National Education (MoNE) also completed the second round of trainings for Turkish teachers 

in April – since January 2017, more than 37,000 teachers13 in all 81 provinces have been successfully trained on inclusive 

education to improve their pedagogical skills and more effectively respond to the needs of a growing number of Syrian 

children enrolled in Turkish public schools.  

In addition, UNICEF began working closely with MoNE on concrete efforts to improve gender equity throughout the formal 

education system – including for Syrian and other refugee children – with an emphasis on girls in middle and high school. 

These efforts, which follow concerted and successful advocacy with MoNE, will focus on the development of revised gender 

equity criteria and benchmarks, the provision of gender-sensitivity trainings to Turkish officials, administrators and 

counsellors, and a comprehensive monitoring framework to measure progress and impact. Plans will be finalized during 

this summer, with implementation scheduled for the start of the 2017/2018 school year in September. 

Youth and Adolescents 

Regular interaction and engagement between Turkish and Syrian refugee children is a critical component of strengthening 

social cohesion between the two communities in Turkey in the long term, and NGO partners on the ground play a key role 

in this process. To that end, UNICEF conducted a “training of trainers” (ToT) in April for 41 Turkish youth workers14 from 

the Turkish Red Crescent Society to increase their knowledge and capacity to engage with refugee populations and other 

vulnerable groups. The ToT is envisioned to be the first of many inter-linked activities aimed at empowering Syrian and 

Turkish youth to increase opportunities for interaction and promote social cohesion between their communities.  

Basic Needs 

On the western coast of Turkey, UNICEF-supported outreach teams distributed 270 family hygiene kits to vulnerable 

families in the provinces of Izmir and Muğla, benefitting over 800 children. 

Media and External Communications 
Turkey CO hosted Ms. Agnes Chan, UNICEF Regional 

Ambassador for East Asia and Pacific Region, for a four-day 

visit from 8-11 April 2017, where she met with refugee families 

in camps and host communities. Accompanied by a Japanese 

media delegation, Ms. Chan visited two UNICEF-supported 

Child and Family Support Centres in Ankara and Gaziantep, as 

well as a TEC and CFS in Osmaniye Camp. UNICEF held a live 

social media event as she participated in recreational 

activities with Syrian children, and followed up with a number 

of posts on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

To commemorate Children’s Day on 23 April, UNICEF NGO 

partner ASAM and the Çankaya Municipality organized a 

children’s festival in Ankara. The festival, which was attended 

by over 1,200 refugee and Turkish children and families, 

presented a platform for raising awareness and advocating for key child rights issues, while also providing an exciting 

opportunity for children to interact and play. Photos from the event can be found on ASAM’s Facebook page here.  

 

 

 

  

                                                        
13 20,842 women, 16,181 men. 
14 22 female, 19 male. 

A magician performs in front of refugee and Turkish children and their 

families at a festival marking Children’s Day in Turkey, 23 April 2017 

@UNICEF/Turkey/Feyzioglu. 
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Funding 
Funding Requirements as of 4 May 2017 (as defined in the 3RP/RRMRP for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap** 

$ % 

Syria Crisis (3RP) 

Education $193,082,500 $72,704,167 $120,378,333 62% 

Child Protection $33,310,000 $19,427,210 $13,882,790 42% 

Basic Needs $8,000,000 $1,018,064 $6,981,936 87% 

Health & Nutrition $500,000 $400,000 $100,000 20% 

Being allocated $36,883,781**  

Total $234,892,500 $130,433,223 $104,459,277 44% 

Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe (RRMRP) 

Child Protection $2,000,000 $0 $2,000,000 100% 

Basic Needs $500,000 $0 $500,000 100% 

Total $2,500,000 $0 $2,500,000 100% 

* Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

** Funding gaps have changed due to recent allocations and re-phasing of multi-year funds to 2018. 

*** This includes approximately $25 million received in April and which will be allocated shortly. 

 

Next SitRep: 15/06/2017 
 
UNICEF Turkey: http://www.unicef.org.tr 

UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   

UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  

UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
Whom to contact for 

further information: 

 

Philippe Duamelle 

Representative 

UNICEF Turkey 

Tel: +90 454 1000 

E-mail: ankara@unicef.org 

Nona Zicherman 

Emergency Coordinator 

UNICEF Turkey  

Tel: +90 454 1000 

Email: nzicherman@unicef.org  

Neeraj Malhotra 

Monitoring & Reporting Specialist 

UNICEF Turkey 

Tel: +90 454 1000 

Email: nmalhotra@unicef.org 
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SYRIA CRISIS 

Sector 

Target 

Sector 

Results 

UNICEF 

Target  

UNICEF 

Results 

Change since 

last report 

EDUCATION  (2017 Needs: 1.56 million Syrian refugees, including 1 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (3-5 years, girls/boys) enrolled in ECCE and pre-

primary education1 22,400  20,000 9,833 0 

# of Syrian children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in formal 

education (grades 1-12)2 412,200 499,843 400,000 499,843 0 

# of children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in non-formal 

and informal education3 110,190  52,000 11,660 896 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) 

receiving incentives4 13,000 13,180 13,000 13,180 0 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) trained5 35,380  28,500 37,023 37,023 

CHILD PROTECTION (2017 Needs: 1.23 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (girls/boys) participating in structured, sustained 

child protection or psychosocial support programmes1 124,650 

 

100,000 25,139 3,554 

# of children with protection needs identified and assessed2 80,655 77,000 23,448 7,278 

# of children (girls/boys) who are receiving specialized child 

protection services3 7,700 7,700 7,394 2,679 

# of individuals (government and non-government) trained 

on strengthening GBV prevention and response4 8,780 2,120 590 40 

YOUTH 

# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth engaged in 

empowerment programmes1 
230,000  200,000 30,538 17,934 

BASIC NEEDS (2017 Needs: 10.75 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 1.3 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of persons benefitting from cash-based interventions 

(including winter support)1 1,873,600  165,000 167,046 0 

REFUGEE AND MIGRANT CRISIS IN EUROPE 
Sector 

Target 

Sector 

Results 

UNICEF 

Target 

UNICEF 

Results 

Change since 

last report 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# of frontline workers trained 1,450  200 0 0 

# of children at-risk (including UASC) accessing specialized 

services through screening by mobile outreach teams2 2,500 325 2,500 589 264 

BASIC NEEDS 

# of children receiving basic relief items  37,500 3,262 810 

FOOTNOTES 
EDUCATION: 1) 4,950 girls, 4,883 boys 

EDUCATION: 2) 252,735 girls, 247,108 boys. This figure is the highest enrolment achievement, as of January 2017. UNICEF’s target was determined end-2016, based 

on an analysis of available data as well as projected refugee population figures at the time. Since then, the number of Syrian children in formal education has increased 

significantly; targets will be revised accordingly at mid-year. Updated figures will be updated upon receipt from MoNE. 

EDUCATION: 3) For April, an additional 896 children enrolled, 416 boys and 480 girls. The total enrolment year to date is 11,660 (5,366 male, 6,294 female). Non-

formal and informal education interventions include the teaching of Turkish as a second language, basic literacy and numeracy classes, remedial and catch-up courses, 

as well as community outreach and mobilization to encourage enrolment into the formal education system. 

EDUCATION: 4) April 2017 figures total 13,156. 6,058 male, 7,098 female. Maximum figure for the year to date is 13,180 (7,119 women, 6,061 men). This support is 

provided to teachers every month. The sector target was determined end-2016, based on an analysis of available data as well as projected refugee population figures 

at the time. Since then, the number of Syrian children enrolled in formal education has increased significantly, leading to more demand for qualified Syrian volunteer 

teachers.  

EDUCATION: 5) 20,842 women and 16,181 men. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 1) 1,874 girls, 1,680 boys. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 2) 3,572 girls, 3,706 boys. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 3) 1,238 girls, 1,441 boys. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 4) 26 women, 14 men  

YOUTH: 1) 12,949 girls, 4,985 boys. 

BASIC NEEDS: 1) Results reported under this indicator are as of January 2017; beneficiaries reached in December 2016 were counted against the 2016 3RP. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 2) 107 girls, 157 boys 


