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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The number of refugees, migrants and asylum seekers registered in Turkey 

has surpassed 3.4 million, with over 41,000 newly registered in July. More 

than 3 million are Syrians – including 1.4 million children – while the 

remaining 320,100 are nationals from primarily Afghanistan (138,800) and 

Iraq (135,500).1  

On Turkey’s western border, the number of refugees and migrants on the 

move toward Europe continues to rise, likely a result of the warm weather 

and calmer seas. In July, approximately 2,250 people arrived from Turkey to 

Greece by sea – approximately 34 per cent of whom were children – and an 

additional 1,740 were rescued or apprehended in the attempt. So far in 2017, 

more than 12,400 people have successfully made the sea journey from Turkey 

to Greece. 

Under the framework of the EU-Turkey Statement, four rounds of returns 

took place in July for 60 people, bringing the total number of people re-

admitted to Turkey to 1,289 since the Statement came into effect in March 2016. 

  

                                                        
1 UNHCR, July 2017. 
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UNICEF Appeal 2017 

 
Syria Crisis: US$ 234.9 million 

Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe: 
US$ 2.5 million 
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$61.4

$66.2*

$109.8

Funding Status

Funds received
Carry-forward amount
Gap

$237.4 
required

* Carry-forward includes significant contributions received 
late in 2016, most of which has already been utilized to date. 

in millions of USD 

Highlights    
 Approximately 72,000 Syrian and other refugee children received a conditional 

cash transfer for attending school regularly in May and June – a 28.5 per cent 

increase over the previous period. The payment also included, for the first time, 

children attending temporary education centres (TECs). 

 More than 2,600 pre-school age refugee children enrolled in a new, UNICEF-

supported summer language programme to support their entry into the Turkish 

primary school system. 

 UNICEF delivered training to over 80 child protection workers from NGO 

partners on prevention, early detection and safe referral of children at-risk or 

in need of specialized support. 

@UNICEF Turkey/Feyzioğlu 
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Syrian refugee population in Turkey (by province) 

 

 

Estimated Affected Population: 3,427,0362 

 
Registered Syrian refugees Registered non-Syrian refugees 

Total 
Male Female Male Female 

Total Affected Population 1,652,888 1,454,044 199,582 120,522 3,427,036 

Children Affected (Under 18) 723,915 664,883 54,896 47,714 1,491,408 

Children Under Five 220,592 205,058 12,871 12,086 450,607 

Children Enrolled in Formal 
Education3 

244,549 242,933 
N/A 

487,482 

Children Out-of-School (est.)4 N/A 380,000 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 

 The government of Turkey leads the overall crisis response in-country, and remains the largest provider of aid to Syrians 

under temporary protection, as well as other refugee and migrant groups.  

 The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) supports government efforts to respond to the Syria Crisis within the 

framework of the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), and to the Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe within 

the framework of the Refugee and Migrant Response Plan (RMRP). Coordination takes place through the Syria 

Response Group and the Mediterranean Task Force.  

 UNICEF participates actively in all task forces and working groups (WG), providing co-leadership of the Education WG 

and the Child Protection Sub-WG, as well as leadership of the Southeast Turkey Education WG. 

                                                        
2 Unless otherwise noted, data from UNHCR as of July 2017. Due to difficulties in conducting assessments and gathering demographic data on 
other population groups (such as people on the move toward Europe), these figures include only registered Syrians and non-Syrians in Turkey. 
3 Ministry of National Education (MoNE), January 2017. 
4 Out-of-school figures are UNICEF estimates based on the number of school-aged and enrolled children in Turkey, as of January 2017; as a 
result, age and sex disaggregation is currently unavailable. 
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Humanitarian Strategy 

UNICEF’s work is guided by the Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action and the close partnership with the 

Turkish government. Under the framework of the 3RP and the “No Lost Generation” Initiative, UNICEF focuses on four 

priority areas – Education, Child Protection, Adolescents and Youth and Basic Needs – to reach refugee children in camps 

and host communities, as well as vulnerable Turkish children. Under the framework of the RMRP – and in complementarity 

with more sustained programming under the 3RP – UNICEF provides targeted, immediate child protection and basic needs 

support to vulnerable children and families on the move toward Europe. The rapid scale-up of services and strengthening 

of existing national systems remains a top priority, with an increased focus on resilience to reflect the protracted and 

complex nature of both the Syria and Refugee and Migrant Crises. Child rights violations by parties to the conflict inside 

Syria continue to be monitored and documented through the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) capacity. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection  

Throughout July, UNICEF focused on building the resilience of national child protection systems and strengthening the 

capacities of child protection partners on the ground. Four trainings were delivered to 81 frontline workers from the Turkish 

Red Crescent Society (TRCS), the Association for Solidarity with Asylum-Seekers and Migrants (ASAM) and RET 

International on early identification and safe referral. This was followed by a Training of Trainers (ToT) for 15 child 

protection officers and social workers from these same partners, who will in turn train an additional 50 of their staff.   

In the area of Justice for Children, UNICEF expanded its partnership with NGO partner ÇOKMED (Association for the 

Support of Child Protection Centres) to improve the situation of children who come into contact with the law. As part of a 

rolling work plan with the Ministry of Justice, and in collaboration with the Council of Judges and Prosecutors and the Justice 

Academy of Turkey, UNICEF and ÇOKMED have agreed to train 500 judges and prosecutors, as well as court experts, on 

child friendly interview techniques. The training, which will take place in late October, will include specific modules on the 

particular legal needs of refugee and migrant children. 

Education  
During the summer, UNICEF is implementing a range of summer school activities with NGO partners while supporting the 

Ministry of National Education (MoNE) to prepare for the upcoming school year in September. More than 4,700 young 

children across the southeast enrolled in early childhood education (ECE) classes in July, including over 2,600 Syrian refugee 

children5 who enrolled in a new, UNICEF-supported summer language programme. The 10-week programme, conducted 

in Turkish and Arabic and the first of its kind in Turkey, aims to support Syrian children’s entry into the Turkish primary 

school system and help ensure they are prepared developmentally and culturally. 

With preschool education becoming compulsory for all young children in 2019, the first of two UNICEF-supported national 

ECE planning meetings was held on 20-21 July with 130 representatives from all 81 Provincial Directorates of National 

Education (PDoNE). Participants discussed the challenges and potential solutions to expanding access to preschool 

education (such as a lack of learning spaces), particularly for Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish children in host 

communities. 

In addition, UNICEF and MoNE’s Secondary Education Directorate General finalized the new School Orientation 

Programme for Grade 9, which is to be introduced in all secondary schools in Turkey at the start of the school year. Many 

students in Turkey transfer schools when entering upper secondary education, and this programme aims to prepare Turkish 

and refugee students – particularly Syrians, many of whom may be entering Turkish public schools for the first time – for 

their new environment, and mitigate absenteeism and drop-outs.  

  

                                                        
5 1,302 girls, 1,318 boys. 
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Social Protection 

In July, over 72,000 refugee children6 received a conditional cash transfer for education (CCTE) payment for attending 

school regularly in preceding months – a nearly 29 per cent increase in beneficiaries over the previous payment in in May. 

These beneficiaries comprised Syrians and other refugees and also included, for the first time, children attending 

temporary education centres (TECs). Community outreach is being scaled up to promote greater enrolment into the 

programme.  

Almost 60 per cent of children receiving the CCTE in July also benefitted from the Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) 

programme, which also provides cash assistance to families to cover basic needs, indicating that the intended 

complementarity of the two programmes is working. In addition, as part of the CCTE’s child protection component, over 

1,900 children with protection needs in Ankara, Istanbul, Konya, Kilis and Sanliurfa received visits from child protection 

outreach teams for further support.  

Youth and Adolescents 

This month, almost 490 adolescents and youth 7  successfully graduated from an eight-week life skills programme in 

UNICEF-supported Adolescent Friendly Centres and Girl Safe Centres. The programme, jointly developed by the 

Directorate General of Special Education Guidance and Counselling Services8, the Refugee Education Trust and UNICEF, 

helps girls and boys develop positive, adaptive behaviours, builds their sense of personal worth and agency, and teaches 

them to interact with others in a more constructive and effective manner.  

These graduates will now become facilitators, designing, planning and implementing at least 20 projects to support social 

cohesion and life skills programmes for adolescents and young people in their communities. This ‘cascade model’ is further 

enhanced by teaming up facilitators with community organizers to reach more people in their communities.  As of July 2017, 

1,0859 adolescents and youth have benefitted from these activities. 

Health 

As of end July, a total of 30 cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) have been reported in the 

provinces of Deir Ezzor (29) and Raqqa (1), in northern Syria.10 A first round of the vaccination campaign in Deir Ez Zor was 

successfully completed, with a first round in Raqqa expected to commence in early August.  

In response to this outbreak, the Turkish Ministry of Health (MoH) has imposed mandatory vaccination for all travellers 

crossing in and out of Syria and has requested UNICEF to procure some 50,000 additional doses of Inactivated Polio Vaccine 

(IPV) to support its mitigation plan.  

Media and External Communications 
In July, UNICEF published two human interest stories, entitled “Turkish class teaches a young Syrian girl how to cope with 

life as a refugee” and “In Turkey, helping Syrian refugees can mean bringing the classroom into their homes”, promoting 

them on social media. UNICEF also supported two global social media campaigns, “G20 Children Uprooted” and “Progress 

on Drinking Water, Sanitation and Hygiene” with a number of posts on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Locally, UNICEF 

supported the Turkish NatCom’s efforts to fundraise and circulate a petition against child labour on social media platforms. 

  

                                                        
6 36,388 girls and 35,633 boys. 
7 283 girls and 204 boys. 
8 “Technical Assistance for Fight against Violence towards Children” life skills curriculum. 
9  626 girls and 459 boys. 
10 Syria cVDPV2 outbreak Situation Report #8, UNICEF and WHO, 8 August 2017. 

http://unicef.org.tr/basinmerkezidetay.aspx?id=32792
http://unicef.org.tr/basinmerkezidetay.aspx?id=32792
http://unicef.org.tr/basinmerkezidetay.aspx?id=32788
https://www.facebook.com/unicefturkiye/photos/a.384103854339.163793.121959974339/10155137153934340/?type=3&theater
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WHO_UNICEF_Situation_Report_8_cVDPV2_outbreak_Syria_8.8.17.pdf
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Funding 
Funding Requirements as of 12 June 2017 (as defined in the 3RP/RRMRP for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds available* 
Funding gap** 

$ % 

Syria Crisis (3RP) 

Education $193,082,500 $92,462,993 $100,619,507 52% 

Child Protection $33,310,000 $24,142,977 $9,167,023 28% 

Basic Needs $8,000,000 $4,300,511 $3,699,489 46% 

Health & Nutrition $500,000 $279,529 $220,471 44% 

Being allocated $6,256,643  

Total $234,892,500 $127,563,124 $107,329,376 46% 

Refugee and Migrant Crisis in Europe (RRMRP) 

Child Protection $2,000,000 $0 $2,000,000 100% 

Basic Needs $500,000 $0 $500,000 100% 

Total $2,500,000 $0 $2,500,000 100% 

* Funds available’ includes funding received against the current appeal, funds being currently allocated among programmatic areas as well as carry-

forward from the previous year. 

** Funding gaps have changed due to recent allocations and re-phasing of multi-year funds to 2018. 

 

Next SitRep: 15/09/2017 
 
UNICEF Turkey: http://www.unicef.org.tr 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html 
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
Whom to contact for further 
information: 

 

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
E-mail: ankara@unicef.org 

Neeraj Malhotra 
Emergency Coordinator, a.i. 
UNICEF Turkey 
Tel: +90 454 1000 
Email: nmalhotra@unicef.org 

 
 
  

http://www.unicef.org.tr/
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicef
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
SYRIA CRISIS 

Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

EDUCATION  (2017 Needs: 1.56 million Syrian refugees, including 1 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (3-5 years, girls/boys) enrolled in ECCE and pre-
primary education1 22,400  20,000 17,503 4,739 

# of Syrian children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in formal 
education (grades 1-12)2 412,200 499,843 400,000 499,843 0 

# of children (5-17 years, girls/boys) enrolled in non-formal 
and informal education3 110,190  52,000 13,169 376 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) 
receiving incentives 13,000 13,180 13,000 13,180 0 

# of teachers and education personnel (female/male) trained 35,380  28,500 55,639 0 

CHILD PROTECTION (2017 Needs: 1.23 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (girls/boys) participating in structured, sustained 
child protection or psychosocial support programmes1 124,650 

 

100,000 40,763 4,671 

# of children with protection needs identified and assessed2 80,655 77,000 29,661 2,219 

# of children (girls/boys) who are receiving specialized child 
protection services 7,700 7,700 16,995 4,211 

# of individuals (government and non-government) trained 
on strengthening GBV prevention and response 8,780 2,120 886 0 

YOUTH 

# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth engaged in 
empowerment programmes1 

230,000  200,000 43,400 2,105 

BASIC NEEDS (2017 Needs: 10.75 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 1.3 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of persons benefitting from cash-based interventions 
(including winter support)1 1,873,600  165,000 167,046 0 

REFUGEE AND MIGRANT CRISIS IN EUROPE 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Results 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

CHILD PROTECTION 

# of frontline workers trained 1,450  200 90 0 

# of children at-risk (including UASC) accessing specialized 
services through screening by mobile outreach teams1 2,500 1,005 2,500 1,339 334 

BASIC NEEDS 

# of children receiving basic relief items¹  37,500 5,359 1,216 

FOOTNOTES 

EDUCATION: 1) For July, additional 4,739 children (2,361 girls and 2,378 boys) were enrolled. The total enrolment year to date is 17,503 (8,707 girls and 8,796 boys).  

EDUCATION: 2) 499,843 (252,735 girls and 247,108 boys). This figure is the highest enrolment achievement, as of January 2017. Updated figures will be reported 
when released by the MoNE. UNICEF’s target was determined end-2016, based on an analysis of available data as well as projected refugee population figures at the 
time. Since then, the number of Syrian children in formal education has increased significantly and targets will be revised as of the next SitRep.  

EDUCATION: 3) For June, additional 376 children (219 girls and 157 boys) were enrolled bringing the total for 2017 to 13,169 (7,156 girls and 6,013 boys). Non-formal 
and informal education interventions include the teaching of Turkish as a second language, basic literacy and numeracy classes, remedial and catch-up courses, as 
well as community outreach and mobilization to encourage enrolment into the formal education system. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 1) 2,606 girls, 2,065 boys. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 2) 884 girls, 1,335 boys. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 3) 1,994 girls, 2,217 boys.  

YOUTH: 1) 2,550 girls, 1,703 boys. 

BASIC NEEDS: 1) Results reported under this indicator are as of January 2017; beneficiaries reached in December 2016 were counted against the 2016 3RP. 

CHILD PROTECTION: 1) No gender disaggregation available for July 2017. 

BASIC NEEDS: 1) 525 children received basic relief items in Gaziantep, 691 in Adana. 

 


