
Situation Overview and Humanitarian 

Needs 

As of 4 May 2020, 128 confirmed cases of COVID-19 

have been notified (44 new cases since the SitRep #2). 

Among these confirmed cases, there are 17 children 0-

19 years old, including 6 children under 5 years old. 

The country has registered a total of 9 deaths related 

to COVID-19, including 3 children aged 28 days to 10 

years. The number of patients cured stands at 74, 

while 1,571 contacts are currently being followed. 

People aged 20-59 are the most affected by the virus 

(75%) and the sex ratio is 1.56. 

The pandemic currently affects the 6 health regions in 

the country, but the most affected regions remain 

Lomé Commune and Maritime, with 62 and 31 cases 

respectively. A total of 7,891 screening tests were 

carried out across the country. 

 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF continues to support the coordination of the 

response to the pandemic through regular participation in 

meetings of the COVID-19 Crisis Management Unit set up 

by the Ministry of Health. In addition to efforts to 

strengthen infection prevention measures, UNICEF 

supports the continued provision of essential health 

services for women and children. Following advocacy by 

UNICEF, the Minister of Health and Public Hygiene visited 

some health facilities in Lomé, the most affected city, to 

encourage healthcare providers to continue vaccinating 

children. However, there is an overall drop in 

immunization coverage. In fact, at the end of March, 

Penta 3's monthly coverage was estimated at 77% 

compared to 88% for the same period in 2019. In the Kara 

and Savannah regions where UNICEF focuses its actions 

in the field of health, 13,382 pregnant women made at 

least one prenatal consultation. Nationally, 34,575 people 

have received counseling on infant and young child 

feeding in health facilities and 204 newly identified 

children (0-14 years old) living with HIV are on ART. 

WASH  

UNICEF continues to support the various actors in 

promoting good hygiene practices as well as infection 

control and prevention. More than 1,621,223 people 

continue to benefit from the support of UNICEF’s partner 

NGOs to implement barrier measures in 2,175 

communities. WASH inputs made available to the Ministry  

of Health have improved hygiene and sanitation 

conditions for more than 488,700 people in the areas 

most at risk. UNICEF support also enabled the 

disinfection of the room hosting COVID 19 coordination 

meetings at the Ministry of Health. This operation will 

continue in other public places. Two companies have just 

been selected for the construction of latrines equipped 

with handwashing devices in 27 health facilities and 23 

schools, which will strengthen the prevention and control 

of infection to the benefit not only of the nursing staff, but 

also 21,000 people attending the 27 health facilities, 

including 10,920 women. In addition, more than 6,900 

children, including 3,381 girls, will have the opportunity to 

study in a healthy environment and regularly practice 

hand washing with soap. Also, prototypes of masks 

produced locally, and conform to WHO standards, are in 

the validation phase by the competent structures. This 

step will allow large-scale production, for the provision of 

community health workers, community relays, NGO 

facilitators and employees of health facilities. 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement/C4D 

UNICEF supports the 5 health districts of Lomé 

Commune and 2 health districts of the Maritime Region 

(epicenter of COVID-19) in the intensification of social 

mobilization and community engagement through large-

scale awareness raising using sound vehicles that 

broadcast key prevention messages and targeted 

messages to specific socio-professional categories. In the 

seven districts, UNICEF is supporting the recruitment and 

training of 350 community relays for close communication 

Situation in Numbers 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

128 COVID-19 
confirmed cases 

09 deaths 

 

03 children died 

from COVID-19 

TOGO COVID-19 Situation Report – #03 

20 April to 04 May 2020 



using megaphones and handwashing demonstrations in 

gathering places. To this end, UNICEF has made 10 

handwashing devices available to each of the seven 

health districts. In an effort to further involve community 

leaders, UNICEF is supporting health officials in Lomé 

Commune and Golfe in the preparation of briefings for 

210 community and religious leaders from the seven 

districts. The Regional and Prefectural Health Directors 

as well as the focal points of all the Health Regions and 

Districts of the country have received online training 

(using Zoom) on the pandemic and the communication 

strategies developed to better contain its progression. 

This training is the first step in a series of cascading 

trainings planned to strengthen the capacities of all the 

actors and in particular the Community Health Agents, the 

Community Relays and the focal points of all the Regions 

and Health Districts in the country. 

Education 

UNICEF continues to support the coordination of the 

education sector response. Several meetings were held 

with the Ministries of Education and the members of the 

Local Group of Education Partners to discuss the sector's 

response plan and the partners' contribution to its 

implementation. UNICEF provides ongoing technical 

assistance to the response coordination team for the 

preparation and implementation of interventions. 

Partnership agreements are being established with Civil 

Society Organizations to support inclusive learning for the 

benefit of children in the most disadvantaged areas. 

Child protection 

Following the advocacy of UNICEF and civil society 

partners on the inclusion of child protection in the 

response agenda, a work plan was adopted by the 

ministry of Social Affairs and sent to the National 

Coordination Team for the Response Management of 

Covid-19. The planned actions include strengthening 

coordination, mechanisms to prevent abandonment and 

separation of children, community care, psychosocial 

support and prevention and protection against violence, 

abuse and exploitation. Following the meeting of the 

UNICEF Representative with the Minister of Social 

Affairs, the program for the protection of vulnerable 

groups will be presented to technical and financial 

partners to identify the activities that will be supported and 

funded. 

Advocacy for the release of adolescents in detention 

continued with the meeting of the UNICEF representative 

and the team from the Minister of Justice, the president of 

the Lomé court of first instance and the judges. Teams 

made up of magistrates, social workers from civil society 

organizations, the Lomé Juvenile Brigade and the 

Kpalimé, Sokodé and Kara prisons which have children's 

quarters, made it possible to analyze the cases and 

identify a first wave of 22 adolescents detained for 

handover to parents (18 Lomé, 4 Kara). The situation of 

these groups will be monitored and strategies for their 

reintegration will be identified and implemented. 

Social Protection 

UNICEF, in collaboration with UNDP and other agencies 

of the United Nations system, contributed to the 

realization of a study on the socio-economic impact of 

COVID-19 and continues to advocate for the 

recommended measures to be taken into account in the 

government's current response. In addition, UNICEF 

Togo is planning, in collaboration with the regional office, 

a more specific study on the impact of this pandemic on 

children. 

 

Communication 

In order to promote the participation of young people in 

the response to the emergency, an action plan was 

developed with the fifteen associations and youth 

movements constituting the collective Together 4 

Change. This plan aims to strengthen the dissemination 

of information, mobilization and awareness messages 

among young people and fight against false information. 

This group is already carrying out actions on the ground 

in favor of vulnerable children and through digital 

communication. A collaboration contract is being 

prepared for the implementation of this action plan. 

The office continues to relay on the Whatsapp platform 

the productions of Togo Check_CoaWeb which track 

down and denounce the false news which circulates on 

the Web. 

 

A communications agency was mobilized to capitalize on 

all initiatives contributing to the response to the 

emergency in Togo. The agency will also support all 

communication initiatives launched by Headquarters and 

the regional office. The main initiatives are the 

contribution to the production of the clip "Pata Pata" 

reissued by UNICEF with Angélique Kidjo and the 

campaign #Covid19Diaries launched by WCARO. 

 

The office used the celebration of World Immunization 

Week to remind the child’s right to receive vaccines. 

From April 18 to 30, approximately 245,285 people were 

directly reached by our publications on Facebook, the 

media most consulted by our followers (40,368 

subscribers). Our Twitter posts had 40,200 impressions 

for the entire month of April 2020.  



Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

In the education sector, discussions have been initiated with the Ministry of Education for a better adaptation of in-

service teacher training approaches, including capacity building for the production of teaching resources suitable for 

distance education. The Child Survival sector also supports immunization professionals to ensure that children receive 

their vaccines as planned. 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF Togo has received a few contributions from resource partners since the start 

of the pandemic. The education sector received US $ 70,000 from the Global 

Partnership for Education to support the overall coordination of the education sector 

response. DFID also contributed to the response with an emergency grant of US 

$ 200,000. The Global Sanitation Fund has agreed to allocate US $ 90,968 from the 

program’s 2020 budget towards the response to COVID-19. 

This represents only 4% of the total funding needs, as indicated in our COVID-19 

intervention plan. 

 

The UNICEF Office in Togo is in the process of establishing a partnership agreement 

with Vlisco African Company. The partnership relates to the production of certified 

washable masks. These masks are intended for street children and community health 

workers responsible for raising awareness in the most vulnerable rural areas of the 

country. 

 

 

External Media 

UNICEF Press release: 

The future of 370 million children threatened by the closure of schools that deprive them of meals 

 

Press release themes shared with the media: 

 

• A global ceasefire can be a game-changer for 250 million children living in conflict-affected areas 

• Joint statement by Henrietta Fore, Executive Director of UNICEF, and Filippo Grandi, United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

• The happiest song in the world reissued by UNICEF 

 

Publication on Social Media: 

1. Facebook: 

UNICEF Togo Officiel 

 

 2. Twitter 

UNICEF Togo Twitter Account 

 

3. Instagram 

UNICEF Togo Instagram Account 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact:   

Dr Hadja Aissata BA SIDIBE 

Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: asidibe@unicef.org  

Mrs Fosca GUILIDORI 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: fgiulidori@unicef.org 

Dr Marie-Thérèse GUIGUI 

Chief Child Survival  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: mguigui@unicef.org 

UNICEF Togo COVID-19 Response 

Plan  

Funding needs: 
$ 10,961,136 

 

96%  
gap

4%
available

https://24heureinfo.com/international/lavenir-de-370-millions-denfants-menace-par-la-fermeture-des-ecoles-qui-les-prive-de-repas/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/uniceftogofficiel/posts/
https://twitter.com/Unicef_Togo/status/1248178860958588928?s=08
https://www.instagram.com/uniceftogo/


Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services. 
3,898,070 1,621,223 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 1,2520 0 

.WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
2,000,000 488,700 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 

with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
1,900 0 

Health   

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 

including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 

supported facilities 

735,090 
Penta3: 69,588 

ANC1: 13,382 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 

infection prevention and control (IPC) 
8,360 0 

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 

management of COVID-19 cases 
450 0 

Nutrition   

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 

IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 
58,984 0 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 738,330 0 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control 
3,740 0 

Child Protection   

Number of children without parental of family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 
300 0 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and psychosocial support 
4,000 0 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 

GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 
200 0 

Social Inclusion   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-

sector cash grant for basic needs 
45,000 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 347,200 50,000 297,200 86% 

WASH & IPC 1,770,000 240,968 1,529,032 86% 

Nutrition  65,000 0  65,000 100% 

Health and HIV/AIDS 100,000 46,300 53,700 54% 

Child Protection 165,000 0  165,000 100% 

Education 5,702,000 70,000 5,632,000 99% 

Operations 2,000,000 5,200 1,994,800 100% 

Total 10,149,200 412,468  9,736,732 96% 

 

 


