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UNICEF 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

WASH: Children provided with adequate WASH 
facilities in schools and Child-Friendly Spaces 

50,000 70,000 

Education: School aged children (3-18 years) 
accessing quality education 

90,000 29,2141 

Health: Children under 5 years vaccinated against 
measles and polio 

60,000 31,603 

Nutrition: Children under 5 years with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) admitted to therapeutic services  

1,500 1,851 

Nutrition: Children under 5 years provided with 
Vitamin A supplementation 

54,000 53,917 

Child Protection: Children including Unaccompanied 
and Separated Children (UASC) provided with 
appropriate care and protection services 

50,000 5,3852 

 
  

                                                        
1 New School year enrollment data not available. 
2 Due to funding constraints, UNICEF focus is only on these unaccompanied and separated children whereas the target was aiming to a wider group 
of children and services. 

Highlights 
 

 As the new school year started, UNICEF Tanzania has procured new 
Burundian textbooks and learning materials for more than 38,000 
refugee children in grades 1-5 to ensure quality learning and teaching 
in three camps in North West Tanzania. 

 

 In response to a cholera outbreak in parts of Kigoma region in early 
September, UNICEF provided 506,940 water guard tablets to 20,845 
people and water quality test kits to the Regional Medical Officer in 
the Government Regional Secretariat. 
 

 Voluntry repatratiation of Burundian refugees commenced in 
September with 1,666 returns (including 1,023 children) in the first two 
weeks,.  

 The UN Joint Programme for Kigoma was launched on 20tSeptember 
2017. Covering six themes, this programme focusses on refugee 
hosting communities whose children lag behind national indicators in 
almost all sectors. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July-September 2017 
 
322,059 
# of refugees and asylum seekers 
(Burundians and Congolese) in three 
camps 
(UNHCR, 31 August 2017) 
 
173,912 (54%) 
# of refugee children in need of 
humanitarian assistance (UNHCR 31 
August 2017) 
 
42,671 
# of pending for registration refugees 
and asylum seekers 
(UNHCR, 31 August 2017) 
 
1,666 
# of refugees who have voluntarily 
returned to Burundi of the 13,000 
registered. 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 6,991,000  

 
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Burundian refugee child, born in the camps, is preparing for voluntary repatriation. 
Twisa/UNICEF/2017 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Tanzania is hosting over 322,000 refugees from Burundi and Democratic Republic of Congo in three refugee camps. Fifty 
four percent of all refugees in the camps are children below 18 years.3  Since July, the number of daily arrivals from Burundi 
reduced significantly from 17 to almost zero, while there has been an increase in daily arrivals from DRC from 17 to 50 
persons. During the reporting period, voluntary repatriation of Burundian refugees commenced following the Tripartite 
Agreement between UNHCR and the governments of Burundi and Tanzania.  As of end September some 13,000 refugees 
have registered for voluntary repatriation and 1,666 refugees (including 1,023 children) have returned in September.  
UNICEF has been engaged in the initiative of safe voluntary return to ensure that procedures for unaccompanied children 
are followed and tracked during the entire process complying with all human rights standards. The UN is not promoting 
return but supports refugees who decide to return. 
   
The refugee situation in Tanzania continues to overstretch basic services in the overcrowded camps. A cholera outbreak 
was reported in Kigoma municipality in the first week of September 2017 affecting more than 50 people with two deaths. 
UNICEF has supported the Regional Medical Officer in the government regional secretariat to contain the disease and 
prevent any possible cross contamination between host communities and refugees.  
 
The UN Joint Programme in Kigoma was launched on 20th September 2017. This joint programme focusses on 
development gaps in refugee hosting districts which lag far behind national development indicators.  UNICEF is leading two 
sectors; WASH and Protection-“End Violence Against children and Women, and is a core partner for Education sector. 
During the launch, the UNICEF Representative inaugurated a gender and cchildren’s desk at the police station in Kasulu 
district, which handles cases of children from the host communities and camps.  

 

UNHCR statistical report, August 2017 

 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from UNHCR Population Update 31 August 2017) 
 

Start of humanitarian response: 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 319,639 142,595 132,080 

Children (Under 18) 86,710 44,163 42547 

Children Under Five  61,954 31,356 30,598 

Children 6 to 23 months  NA NA NA 

Pregnant and lactating  women  NA NA NA 

Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children 

5385 3107 2278 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
At national level, the Refugees Service department in the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and UNHCR are lead coordinators 
for the refugee response, overseeing the overall management of the response focusing on planning, oversight and policy 
implications. UNICEF is a regular member in all refugee coordination meetings taking place at national and sub national 
level. At regional level, the Kigoma Regional Government is the overall coordinator of the refugee response. UNHCR and 
MHA are responsible for coordinating the inter-agency/inter camp response in all the camps, including sector specific 
coordination and response.  

                                                        
3 UNHCR statistical report as of 31 August 2017 
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Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF supports immediate life-saving interventions to expand services for children in the refugee camps and host 
communities. Child protection interventions focus on prevention and response to violence against children through access 
to services including registration of unaccompanied and separated children; family tracing; provision of psychosocial 
support and procurement of recreation materials for child-friendly spaces. In addition, strengthening of a comprehensive 
case management system through deployment of social welfare officers within camp and host communities is ensured. 
UNICEF supports children to access quality education and provides scholastic materials, teacher trainings and supports 
children to sit for their exams. Additionally, UNICEF provides water, sanitation and hygiene services in schools and child-
friendly spaces; screening and management of severe acute malnutrition; the promotion of infant and young child feeding 
practices; vitamin A supplementation and deworming for children under 5 years of age; immunization against measles and 
polio; provision of malaria medication and outreach activities. 

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
Nutrition 

UNICEF in partnership with Tanzania Red Cross Society (TRCS) and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) continues to support 
the assessment of children’s nutritional status, the identification and treatment of severely acute malnourished (SAM) 
children, supplementation of children with vitamin A and deworming as well as promotion of infant and young child feeding 
practices.  
 
Routine screening to identify malnutrition cases is ongoing, targeting all children 6-59 months of age. Based on the data 
received from partners in August 2017, the number of newly admitted SAM cases per month has increased from 162 in 
July 2017 to 172 in August 2017. Cumulatively, 1,851 SAM cases were admitted since January 2017 and the performance 
is within the SPHERE standards with a cure rate above 90% and death rate below 5%. Children recovering from severe 
acute malnutrition are transferred to the supplementary feeding programme supported by World Food Programme. 
 
To ensure a quality nutritional assessment, UNICEF and UNHCR are supporting TRCS to carry out a Standardized 
Expanded Nutrition Survey (SENS) of which data collection process has commenced and results of the report will be used 
to inform the nutrition action plan for 2018. 

 

Health 

UNICEF supported MSF and TRCS in the provision of primary health care in all camps. Routine and on-arrival immunization 
services have been provided for 12,172 children aged 0-18 months in the past 2 months. Additionally, 4,299 children were 
vaccinated against measles and polio. 
 
Malaria, acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) and respiratory tract infections (RTI) continued to be main causes of under-five 
morbidity accounting for 34 per cent in Nduta, 21 per cent in Mtendeli and 10 per cent in Nyarugusu. UNICEF with partners 
strengthened community level sensitization campaigns for malaria prevention with 86,569 refugees reached with health 
care seeking messages through household visits. A total of 7,404 antenatal visit were conducted for pregnant women, and 
98 per cent of 1,227 deliveries were attended by skilled health workers in the health facilities.  Nearly 50 babies are born 
each day in the camps.  

 

WASH 

The main challenge for WASH is availability of water sources to supply adequate water for refugees. Mtendeli camp is 
mostly affected having low water yield despite having 27 drilled boreholes with six already equipped with pumps. Due to 
long pumping hours, there is frequent breakdown of water pumping equipment leading to shortage of water supply in Nduta 
camp. To ensure safe water for drinking during times of network shortage, UNICEF is supporting refugees with household 
water treatment chemicals in all camps.  A total of 600,021 water guard tablets were distributed in three months benefitting 
2,160 refugees from households in remote parts of the camp with frequent water shortages so they could access safe water 
from nearby rivers and other open sources.  Investment in water infrastructure to meet water requirements in the camps is 
very low.  Soap distribution is only 250mg per person per month which is half the required SPHERE standard, leading to 
high cases of skin diseases in the camps mostly affecting children. In response, UNICEF provided 96.3 metric tons of multi-
purpose soap to support UNHCR’s general soap distribution for 322,059 refugees. Due to high number of students in 
schools, sanitation facilities are overwhelmed leading to fairly new latrines being filled during a short period. Efforts are 
underway to build more latrines and to find ways of desludging the ones that are full. 
 
UNICEF supported development of Kigoma Regional Cholera Response plan that is being rolled out. In response to cholera, 
in Kigoma, UNICEF has provided funding, 506,940 water purification tablets benefitting 20,845 people, and a field water 
quality test kit to the Regional Medical Office at the regional local government.  
 

Education 

UNICEF and partners continued to work together to address the needs of the education sector. An additional 652 
classrooms are needed to accommodate the current student population while the current double shift system remains in 
place, forcing many children to continue to learn under trees. The insufficient number of latrines in all schools also poses a 



challenge. UNICEF has been cleared to build 30 additional classrooms to reduce overcrowding, after an agreement to use 
a new semi-permanent design and another 90 are in the pipeline. The teacher–to-pupil ratio in most schools stands currently 
at 1:200. UNICEF with International Rescue Committee supported Social Emotional Learning training for 60 training of 
trainers (21F&39M) and 400 (123F & 277M) Congolese and Burundian refugee teachers. The National Examinations 
Council of Tanzania (NECTA) is preparing Cohort II exams for 1,255 Burundian refugees who have registered to sit for 
exams in October 2017. Procurement of 3,210 textbooks on the new Burundian curriculum were distributed to children in 
grades 1-5 classes. Oher school supplies have been pre-positioned for distribution as the new school year starts.  UNICEF 
participated in the Education protection sector working group to conduct monitoring of catch up classes for both Congolese 
and Burundian population. The Minister of Education conducted a familiarization visit in Nyarugusu camp to better 
understand the refugee education program and agree upon areas of support. 
 

Child Protection 

UNICEF supports the President’s Office-Regional Administration and Local Government in deploying social welfare officers 
to International Rescue Community and Plan International to support case management and referrals for unaccompanied 
and separated children. As of September, IRC and Plan International reported a cumulative 5,385 separated and 
unaccompanied children across all three camps (2,505 unaccompanied children, 936 girls and 1,567 boys; and 2,882 
separated children, 2,278 girls and 3,107 boys) 
 
A new partnership agreement with Plan International is being developed to expand the reach of critical child protection 
services in Nduta, including a special focus on adolescents that introduces life skills and Positive Parenting. Under the UN 
Joint Programme UNICEF, UNWOMEN, UNFPA, and IOM continue to work in the four refugee hosting districts of Kasulu 
TC, Kasulu DC, Kibondo, and Kakonko, to implement the National Plan of action to End Violence Against Women and 
Children. The four UN agencies undertook a mission to Kigoma to introduce the work plan and discuss its linkages with 
child protection initiatives taking place in the refugee camps. In addition, UNICEF and the Tanzania Police Force completed 
the renovation of Police Gender and Children Desk in Kasulu, an important service for both women and children from the 
refugee and host community for reporting violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation.  

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
As a cross-cutting strategy, UNICEF supports Communication for Development (C4D) interventions, including 
strengthening communication coordination mechanisms, enhancing capacity of social mobilization networks and 
disseminating sector messages.  
 
During the reporting period, a total of 220,777 refugees were reached with messages on the importance of vaccination, 
proper utilization of mosquito nets, attending ante-natal care services, timely delivery at health facilities, personal hygiene 
and sanitation, as well as proper infant and young child feeding practices. These messages aimed at sensitizing the refugee 
community on taking the lead role in prevention and control of communicable diseases and as well as emphasis on early 
health seeking behaviour especially on maternal and new-born health. 
 
This was a made possible through harmonization and dissemination of key C4D messages from different sectors of health, 
wash and nutrition that were delivered by 295 Health Information Teams (HITs) working with the refugee communities. 
These teams reach the community on daily basis through household visits, community meetings, music performances and 
school visits.  
 

Media and External Communication  
The launch of the UN joint programme in Kigoma region was covered extensively by local and national media outlets.  The 
new joint programme focuses on narrowing development gaps through investment in host communities. The UNICEF 
Representative was part of the launch event which included the inauguration of a children and gender police desk at the 
Kasulu police station.   
 

Security 
Incidences of bandits intercepting vehicles travelling along the main roads between camps are often reported and the police 
conducted a sweep to try clear areas that have been targets for ambushes. Host communities surrounding the refugee 
camps frequently protest against increased banditry incidents in their villages. During field missions UNICEF staff follow 
security procedures and no incidents involving UNICEF staff were reported during this period.  

 
Funding  
UNICEF is grateful to donors for their contributions to support this largely underfunded refugee crisis and the hosting districts. 
Tanzania’s 2017 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal is US$6,991,000 and as of to date, only 40 per cent 
(US$2,797,293) has been received to support critical need of refugees leaving a gap of 60 per cent. The funding gap creates 
major limitations in the capacities to respond to the immediate acute needs of refugee children across all sectors. Continued 
and timely donor support is critical to scaling up the response to meet the remaining humanitarian needs of refugee children 
and hosting districts in Tanzania. 
 
 

 



Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of January-December 2017)  for a period of 12 
months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

WASH $3,000,000 $259,920 $80 2,740,000 91 

Education $1,338,000 $1,152,526 321,553 0 0 

Health $1,000,000 $232,000 $127,378 640,622 64 

Nutrition $400,000 $80,000 0 320,000 80 

Child Protection $1,103,000 $293,959 $15,041 794,000 80 

Operational 
Support/Coordination 

$150,000 $272,261 0 0 0 

Total $6,991,000 $2,290,666 $507,153 4,193,707 60 

 

 
Next SitRep: December 2017 
 
 
UNICEF Tanzania Facebook page: https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFTanzania/?fref=ts 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Maniza Zaman 
Representative 
UNICEF Tanzania  
Email: mzaman@unicef.org 
 
 

Robert Carr 
Chief of Planning, Monitoring and 
Field Coordination 
UNICEF Tanzania  
Email: rcarr@unicef.org 
 

Bertrand Ginet 
Partnership Specialist 
UNICEF Tanzania  
Email: bginet@unicef.org 
 
 
 

https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFTanzania/?fref=ts


Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

                                                        
4 New school enrollment figures not yet verified so the figures reflect the results reported in the July sitrep. 

 UNICEF and IPs 

 
2017  

Target 
Total Results* 

Change since 
last report ▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE    

Children provided with adequate WASH 
facilities in schools and Child-Friendly Spaces 50,000 70,000 1,488 

EDUCATION    

School aged children (3-18 years) accessing 
quality education 90,000 29,214 04 

HEALTH    
Children under 5 years vaccinated against 
measles and polio 60,000 31,603 16,471 

NUTRITION    
Children under 5 years with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) admitted to therapeutic 
services 

1,500 1,851 485 

Children under 5 years provided with Vit A 54,000 53,917 0 

CHILD PROTECTION    

Children, including unaccompanied and 
separated children (UASC), provided with 
appropriate care and protection services 

50,000 11,400 0 

*Clusters have not been activated in Tanzania.  


