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 The 7 December 2015 earthquake affected over 5,000 persons, displaced 654 
people, including 354 children, led to 2 fatalities and at least 10 injured. The 
assessments indicate 144 houses are destroyed, 516 partially damaged, 3 
schools fully and 12 schools partially damaged, and a variety of other public 
infrastructure sustained different levels of damages. The main impacted 
area is GBAO, the upper Bartang Valley, which is mountainous, remote and 
isolated. 

 
 Low temperature and first snows hitting GBAO underline the urgency of 

ensuring sustained relief assistance, including winterization for the 
earthquake-affected population.  

 

 While the assessments are being conducted, UNICEF supported displaced 
families with immediate life-saving items, including 165 hygiene kits and 328 
water storage containers, 114 household emergency assistance packages 
and 182 sets of bed linen and 256 blankets. 

 
 Initial assessments suggest that support with child friendly spaces and 

temporary learning centres may be required, since the majority of collective 
centres are in schools.  Schools are currently on a one-month break and 
UNICEF with the Department of Education will review the requirements in 
each centre.  

 
 UNICEF’s local implementing partner NGO “Lojvar” provided psycho-social 

support to 38 children in need and their families in two service points - in 
Rushon district and Barushon village.  

 
 Regional authorities of GBAO organised a mobile hospital “Caravan of 

Health” with teams of physicians who visited all the villages affected by the 
earthquake to conduct medical examinations of the affected population of 
Bartang and supply them with necessary medications.  

 
 UNICEF Emergency Specialist joined the Country Office. He will undertake 

detailed sectoral field assessment in the week of 11th January 2016.  
 

 UNICEF has reprogrammed some internal resources and stocks and received 
additional support from the CEE/CIS Regional Office.  
 

Date: 10 January 2016 
 
 
Emergency supplies of the 
value of approximately 
US$125,000 have been 
released to date by  
UNICEF to support the 
response.  
 
654 people 
evacuated from affected areas 
have benefitted from 
emergency supplies 
dispatched by UNICEF worth 
US$25,000.  
 
Over 500 
displaced persons are housed 
in 10 collective centres, nine 
of which are schools.  
 
5,500 persons  
affected from the earthquake 
will receive Interagency 
Health Kits sufficient for 3 
months.  
 
 
 

Distribution of household emergency kits to evacuated households, Children’s Music school 
of Rushon district, © UNICEF in Tajikistan/Inter-Agency Assessment Mission/December 2015 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
On 7th December, a powerful earthquake with a magnitude of 7.2 hit Tajikistan with its epicentre 357 km 
south- east of the capital Tajikistan (Dushanbe) and 22 km of the Sarez Lake. The earthquake caused 
significant damages in the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast (GBAO), particularly to communities living 
in Bartang valley. The confirmed total number of casualties is 2 killed and 10 injured. At least 21 aftershocks 
have been recorded, some of which have resulted in further damage.  
 
Based on initial inter-agency findings from Gorno-Badakhshan, immediate relief needs of the most vulnerable 
affected population have been primarily addressed through the resources of both national, international and 
some private sector actors. In addition, the initial needs analysis indicate that food, coal, winter clothing, 
hygiene items, cooking stoves and sanitation facilities are expected to be continued priority needs due to lack 
of livelihoods opportunities for affected population and lengthy severe weather conditions in Gorno-
Badakhshan. 

Estimated Affected Population 
The Committee of Emergency Situations (CoES) shared a damage report with REACT Secretariat and as of 
now, total of destroyed and damaged houses stands at 660 - 553 of which are in Rushon District. In addition, 
the latest assessment from the development partners indicates that 654 people are currently displaced to 
Rushon District Centre from villages in the upper Bartang Valley.  Of these, 354 are children; 82 are children 
under 6 (39F/43M) and 272 are school-age children between 6 and 18 (128F/144M). 27 people are aged 60 
or over. 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan issued an overview of required relief and recovery 
assistance, which is based on an assessment done by the State Commission.  
 
The assessment identified a number of immediate relief needs to the end of 2015 and early 2016, and needs 
which will need to be met through May 2016 (“sustained relief), as well as initial requirements for the 
transition to recovery.  

Humanitarian Strategy 
All humanitarian efforts are being coordinated through the REACT Secretariat, which is closely working with 
the Government and updating information on potential needs. 
 

Government Priorities  
As a first step, the Government has prioritized provision of food and temporary shelter for the displaced 
communities. Last week the Government reported completion of road clearance to access the affected 
communities in upper side of the Bartang valley. It is important to note that the upper side of the valley is 
often inaccessible by road from January to March due to winter, becomes more accessible in April, then 
frequently inaccessible in May and June due to spring flooda, and again accessible from July.  
 
A mobile hospital “Caravan of Health” organised by the regional authorities visited all the affected village and 
examined people in need of medical examination and treatment.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 
Education  
UNICEF has been coordinating the education response together with the Ministry of Education and Science 
(MoES), Local Education Authorities and FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance.  
 
Initial assessments suggest that support with child friendly spaces and temporary learning centres may be 
required, since the majority of collective centres are in schools.  Schools are currently on a one-month break 
and UNICEF with the department of education will review the requirements in each centre.   
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On the 24 December UNICEF with the District Department of Education provided 2 School-in-a-carton (for 80 
students), 2 Recreation kits (for 100 students), and 1 Early Child Development (ECD) kit (for 50 pre-school 
children) for schools acting as collective centres for IDPs.  
 
UNICEF also provided 3 additional School-in-a-carton, 2 Recreation kit-in-a-carton and 1 Early Child 
Development (ECD) kit which are in the process of being distributed to a further 3 school based collective 
centres. 
 
Child Protection 
UNICEF, in partnership with the NGO Lojvar and with the support from the Local Authority of Rushon district, 
opened two service points for the provision of Psychosocial Support (PSS) in Rushon district, i.e. one in 
Barushon village and one in Rushon district centre. These are two locations where the evacuated population 
was sheltered in public buildings and among families. These two service points were equipped with basic 
furniture by the Local Authority to receive adults and children in need of PSS and the affected population was 
informed of the availability of such services. Currently, 38 children aged from 4 to 17 (20 boys / 18 girls) and 
25 adults were identified and received counselling.  The children’s parents were provided with guidance as to 
how they could further help their children cope with the situation. In addition, Lojvar staff carries out outreach 
work by visiting families at home. 
 
Implementing partner NGO Lojvar is planning to set up a PSS service point in Savnob jamoat in the coming days 
if the weather conditions are favourable. However, because some roads remain closed, there are areas that 
are still inaccessible. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF responded to urgent needs of the affected population and through GBAO Health Department has 
distributed 100 blankets to support the district hospitals in Rushon and Khorugh, while Rushon Health 
Department has received 11 Interagency Health Kits, sufficient for 5,500 persons for 3 months, to be 
distributed to health facilities in affected villages. 
 
Supply and Logistics 

Sector  Items 
Prepositioned 

Stock 

Q-ty of 
Supplies 

Delivered 

Cross-sectoral Bedlinen set adult 1.5x2m 665 146 

Cross-sectoral Bedlinen set baby 1.3x0.9m 265 36 

Cross-sectoral Blanket,cotton,baby,90 x 130cm 1040 135 

Cross-sectoral Blanket,wool-blend,150 x 200cm 1102 221 

Cross-sectoral Household emergency  assistance package 634 114 

Cross-sectoral Communication for Development materials (110 leaflets  and 110 posters ) 220 0 

Education Classroom tents (24m2)   4 0 

Education Classroom tents  (72 m2)  1 0 

Education School-in-a-box, 40 children   6 5 

Education Carpet 24m2 4 0 

Education Carpet 72m2 1 0 

Education Recreational kits, 50 children  4 4 

Education Early Child Dvt (ECD) kit 2 1 

Health IEHK2011,kit,basic unit 11 11 

Health IEHK2006,kit,suppl.2-equipment 1 0 

WASH Hygene Kits 500 165 

WASH Water purif.(NaDCC) 33mg tabs/PAC-50 4792 0 

WASH Water-cont,LDPE,collapsible,20l,1.3m tst 727 114 
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WASH Water cont, PVC/PE,collapsible,10l,1m tst 500 114 

WASH Water tank,collapsible,1500l,w/distr.kit 10 0 

WASH Tarpaulin,plastic,roll,4x50m 2 0 

WASH Bucket, hard plastic, w/lid,100L 104 100 

 
Communication for Development  
Ongoing distribution of C4D in emergency materials to the affected population. These materials include key 
messages on hygiene, sanitation and nutrition. Plans are underway to conduct a short training for focal 
partners.  
 
HR Support  
UNICEF has recruited an Emergency Specialist for two-months to support the country office in coordinating the 
response. The Emergency Specialist is supporting the teams in coordinating the response, undertaking 
technical assessments, and ensuring a sound emergency response to the situation.   
 
UNICEF has one field monitor in Khorugh, GBAO and is in regular contact to assure safety and security. He is 
also assisting in the emergency response in providing data, coordination with other agencies, and monitoring 
of supply distribution to end-user beneficiaries.   
 
Next SITREP: 1st February 2016 
 
Who to contact for further information: 
Lucia Elmi 
Representative 
lelmi@unicef.org   

Marjan Montazemi 
Deputy Representative  
mmontazemi@unicef.org  

Parvina Muhamedkhojaeva 
Communication Officer 
pmuhamedkhojaeva@unicef.org  
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