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INSIDE SYRIA 

1,150,000 
# of children affected 
 

OUTSIDE SYRIA 

232,598* 
 # of children affected 
*out of registered refugees only. 

 
UNICEF HUMANITARIAN ACTION 

FOR CHILDREN 2013 
SYRIA APPEAL 2013* 

US$ 61.4 million 
 

REGIONAL APPEAL 2013* 

US$ 140.7 million 
*January-June 2013 

 

PRIORITY FUNDING NEEDS 

NEXT 60 DAYS 

US$ 16.1 million 
 

● WASH: $ 6 m 
● Psychosocial support: $ 2 m 
● Winterization: $ 4.4 m 
● Contingency Plan: $ 3.7 m 

 

60 day priority figures for  
Syria and regional needs 

 

Syria Crisis Bi-Weekly Humanitarian Situation Report 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and Turkey 

Date: 20 December 2012 
Reporting Period: 7 December-20 December 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
  
 SYRIA: 1,350,193 children reached with polio vaccines, 

1,100,971 children immunised against measles in on-going 
campaign across all Governorates.  
 

UNICEF dispatches relief items to respond to immediate 
needs of more than 4,000 women and children displaced 
from Yarmouk camp. Winterization supplies reach 10,000 
people in Rural Damascus. 
 

 LEBANON: Back to School effort reaches 27,372 students 
across 131 schools. Enrolment drive also continues with 
7,292 children enrolled to date.  
 

 JORDAN: Borehole drilling finalized in Za’tari – soon 
coming online to produce 50,000 litres of water per hour.  
 

 IRAQ: Measles cases reported in new arrivals in Domiz – 
response campaign launched with 3,053 children 
vaccinated thus far.  

 TURKEY: Crowded refugee camps remain a concern for 
Government and humanitarian partners.  
 

 REGION: UNICEF finalises contingency plan for a possible 
scenario of 7 million affected in Syria, and 1.7 million 
refugees in the region – US$ 3.7 million needed to assist 
500,000 people for one month. UNICEF also holds  
consultation for regional contingency and scenario 
planning.  

 
 
 
 

Note: UNICEF Situation Reports will continue to be issued on a bi-weekly basis. The update on performance indicators will take 
place on a monthly basis (every other sitrep).  

 
Estimated Affected Population  
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from UNHCR Portal on 21 Dec 2012 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 447,303 223,652 223,652 
Children Affected (Under 18) 232,598 120,772 111,826 
Children 0-4 Years 84,988 44,730 40,257 
Children 5-11 Years 89,461 44,730 44,730 
Children 12-17 Years 62,622 31,311 31,311 
18 – 59 Years 196,813 93,934 102,880 
* In addition 84, 873 Refugees are awaiting registration. The total number of registered refugees and individuals awaiting 

registration is 531,376 as of 18 December. This number also includes 10,747 registered refugees in Egypt. 
 

SYRIA  
 

Highlights  

 The total number of children immunised against measles reached 1,100,971 while 
1,350,193 received oral polio vaccine as of 18 December. Numbers are expected to 
increase once the reports received from all districts.  

 The SRSG for Children and Armed Conflict, Ms. Leila Zerrougui conducted a four-day visit 
to Syria to observe and discuss the impact of the conflict on children, visiting schools, IDP 
shelters and UNICEF-supported Child Friendly Spaces. 

 UNICEF provided 2,000 food baskets for under-5 IDP children who recently fled from 
Palestinian camps in Damascus. 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Estimated Affected Population  
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from 

(
*

)
 OCHA 28 August 2012. The rest of the figures are 

calculated based on CBS demographic distribution of 2010) 

Total Affected Population 
(
*

)  
2,500,000 

Children Affected (Under 18) 1,150,000 

Children Under Five 262,767 

Pregnant women (estimate: 5% of the total population) 
 

Total Displaced Population (a proportion of the above) 125,000 

Children Displaced (estimate: 46 % of the population is children) 
        (

*
)  

1,200,000 

 
The situation deteriorated further with intensified violence in different parts of the country, particularly 
in and around Damascus, where many IDP families have now fled into the city centre following 
violence in Yarmouk refugee camp on 16

th
 and 17

th
 of December. More public shelters opened for 

newly displaced families to seek refuge – with the influx mostly comprised of women, children, the 
elderly and disabled. Adding to the difficult situation facing these very vulnerable families is the fact 
that winter has set in, and temperatures continue to drop on a daily basis – particularly in the northern 
belt of the country. Thousands of IDPs are now suffering from multiple displacements, in addition to 
food and fuel shortages – as thousands of people queue for bread on a daily basis across the 
country. As the population faces an escalating crisis of the security situation, there is a growing risk of 
basic needs not being met, and wider risk of further erosion of basic social services being delivered. 
 
Inter-Agency Collaboration and partnerships 

An IDP coordination meeting was organized on 18
th
 December to discuss the influx of IDPs from 

Yarmouk camp. Over 11,000 families are reportedly accommodated in different schools and shelters 
in Keswe, Adra Al-Ommalyeh, Wady Barada, Khan al-Shih, Sehnaya, Masraba and various locations 
in Damascus city and rural Damascus. Humanitarian agencies and partners so far have assisted an 
estimated 16,000 individuals since 17

th
 December with food and non-food relief items including 

supplies provided by UNICEF. 
 
Programme response 
 
WASH: UNICEF partner Premiere Urgence (PU) started emergency daily water supply in public 
schools and other buildings in July. As of 15 December 2012, 6,358 cubic meters of water have been 
provided (64,8% drinkable water and 35,2% washing water). Currently PU is supplying 19 collective 
centres (private buildings) and 1 mosque located in Ashrafiyet Sahnaya and Sahnaya. During the 
period from 2 December to 15 December, 972,000 litres were provided to 4,481 beneficiaries.  
 
Some 5,000 displaced persons (including women and children) in Adra Al-Ommalyeh collective 
centres have also benefitted from WASH activities delivered by UNICEF partner HELP, including 
water supply, provision of separate latrines and shower cabins for men and women, general site 
cleaning, provision of hygiene kits, blankets and bed sheets. At the same time, 6,819 displaced 
persons (including women and children) in 25 collective centres in Damascus and Rural Damascus 
have been reached by UNICEF partner Secours Islamique France (SIF) with access to sufficient 
quantities of safe drinking water, light rehabilitation of water systems, rehabilitation and maintenance 
of latrines, provision of latrine cleaning materials, installation of showers and provision of refuse 
container (100L). Some 14 hygiene promotion sessions have also been conducted by SIF with 
support from UNICEF targeting 4,577 displaced persons in 14 collective centres in Damascus and 
Rural Damascus.  
 
A WASH sector group meeting took place on 13 December, in which UNICEF presented preliminary 
findings of on-going nationwide WASH assessments. Distribution plans were also finalised during the 
meeting for sodium hypo-chloride supplies which will arrive next month through ICRC and UNICEF.  
 
Child Protection: The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) for Children and 
Armed Conflict, Ms. Leila Zerrougui conducted a four day visit to the Syrian Arab Republic to raise 
concerns on the impact of the conflict on children. She visited schools and IDPs shelters and UNICEF 
supported Child Friendly Spaces, including one in Yarmouk camp. The SRSG advocated for the 
proactive protection of schools and the prevention of their military use by all parties. Meanwhile, 
UNICEF and partners in Damascus conducted training for 22 volunteers on Psychosocial First Aid 
(PFA) to expand services of children affected by the crisis in Syria. In addition, as part of the 



 
 
 
 

3 of 13 
 

 
 
 

 

winterization response, UNICEF dispatched 5,000 winter children clothes which have been distributed 
in Adra Al-Ommalyeh in Rural Damascus, with 5,000 quilts that serve 10,000 beneficiaries and 1,067 
family hygiene kits serving 6,402 beneficiaries in Ras El Ein in Al Hassakeh governorate. UNICEF 
also provided 1,743 blankets that serve 3,486 beneficiaries, 1,000 food kits that serve 4,000 
beneficiaries and 350 baby hygiene kits for 350 beneficiaries in shelters in Domar Al Balad in Rural 
Damascus to support IDP who fled from Yarmouk Camp. 
 
Education:  School club activities are on-going and providing support to children at least 2 times a 
week including Saturdays where the schools are kept open for remedial classes and recreational 
activities. The total number of the school clubs has increased to 107 benefitting 24,774 children in 4 
governorates (Rural Damascus, Deraa, Tartous, and Lattakia). Meanwhile, together with partner 
DRC, UNICEF is maintaining support for remedial classes to be held in 11 schools. In addition, DRC 
conducted a third in-depth PSS training in schools in Mazzeh area for 10 psychological and social 
counsellors. DRC in cooperation with Ministry of Education trainers also implemented an Extra 
Curricula Activities training in four Damascus schools, benefitting 56 participants.  
 
With the support of UNICEF, Premiere Urgence (PU) also continued school club activities, with a total 
1,280 students reached to date. In addition, the fourth and last session of Psychosocial support 
/Active learning training for schools staff took place from December 16th to 20th with 18 participants. 
A total of 75 school staffs benefitted from the Psychosocial First Aid training in December. UNICEF 
also worked closely with all Education sector partners this week to finalise the on-going needs 
assessment of the education system in Syria. Findings will be made available in January.  
 

Health:  Together with the Ministry of Health and the World 
Health Organization, the vaccination campaign for measles and 
polio was extended until 20 December. As of reports received on 
18 December, the total number of children reached with measles 
vaccination is 1,100,971 and with polio vaccination 1,350,193. 
Those numbers are expected to increase once the reports from all 
districts and governorates.  
 
In a separate effort, health consultation offered through on-going 
mobile clinic efforts by UNICEF partner Syrian Association for 
Health Promotion and Development (SAHPD) reached 2,431 
children (1,155 boys, 1,276 girls) during the reporting period with 
8 mobile medical teams operational. Cumulatively, the total 
number of children reached and benefiting from primary health 
care consultations is 15,120 against a target set with the partner 
at 14,000 starting September. In addition, mobile teams provided 
vaccination to 687 children during their visits. In turn, in Adra Al-
Ommalyeh and the expansion of Adra area, SAHPD recently 
reported it had reached 2,230 children with routine vaccinations 
during October and November.  
 
In turn, UNICEF provided the Palestinian Red Crescent and 
UNRWA with 10 IEHK (Inter-agency Emergency Health Kit) which 
cover health needs for a population of 10,000 people for three 
months, and 20 midwifery kits, which facilitates 1,000 safe 
deliveries, to cope with the current need of vulnerable families in 
Al-Yarmouk Palestinian camp after the recent violence in the 
area. UNICEF also provided with 2,000 food baskets for IDP under-5 children who recently fled from 
Palestinian camps in Damascus to nearby schools and mosques.  
 
Nutrition: UNICEF is currently distributing through partners, local charities and NGOs, 7,000 cartons 
of high energy biscuits for pregnant and lactating women and children aged under 5 in Rural 
Damascus, Homs, Hama, Aleppo, Daraa, and Damascus &Tartous. UNICEF also partners with 900 
cartons of ready to use supplementary feeding for treating moderately malnourished children in all the 
Syrian governorates. A nutrition educational session was meanwhile conducted for 40 IDP pregnant 
and lactating mothers in a collective centre in Damascus focussing on the importance of exclusive 
breastfeeding and its benefits for both mother and infant. During the session, UNICEF distributed high 

Child in Damascus with a 
vaccination card from the 

campaign. © UNICEF Syria/BH/2012 



 
 
 
 

4 of 13 
 

 
 
 

 

energy biscuits for pregnant and lactating women, blankets for U5 children in the centre (60 children) 
and school bags for school age children.  
 
Human Resources: 

 Number staff 

Country Office staff 33 (7 International, 26 National) 

Temporary staff 14 (5 TAs and 9 SSAs) 

Surge 2 in the country 

Standby partners 0 

Under recruitment 24 (8 international and 16 national) 

Standby partners:  none 

 
JORDAN  
 

 
Situation overview and humanitarian needs 

Estimated Affected Population  

Estimates calculated based on initial figures from UNHCR 05.11.12 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 106,724 54,429 52,295 

Children Affected (Under 18) 56,564 28,815 27,748 

Children Under Five 20,278 10,672 9,605 

Children 6 to 23 months 7,471 3,735 3,735 

Pregnant women 2,353 N/A 2,353 

 
Some 106,724 Syrians are now registered with UNHCR in Jordan and a further 41,868 are awaiting 
registration and receiving assistance. More than half of all Syrian refugees in Jordan are children 
under 18. Bailing out continues on an exceptional basis. The Government of Jordan estimates that 
over 240,000 Syrians are in the country. According to UNHCR, some 66,394 Syrian refugees have 
been transported to Za’atari refugee camp since 30 July 2012. UNICEF is working with UNHCR and 
partners to coordinate the immediate and planned winterization response. 
 
Programme response 

WASH:  Under sanitation and winterisation efforts, and to respond to the recent increase in refugees 
arriving in Za’atari camp, UNICEF provided 55 mobile latrines and 68 showers in the provisional area 
reserved for new arrivals. UNICEF/THW is meanwhile progressing with the construction of 192 fully-
winterized WASH units for modules two and three of the new camp areas. Every male unit has three 
latrines and three showers. Every female unit has four latrines and three showers. Thus, 192 WASH 
units amount to 672 latrines and 576 showers, which can serve up to 33,600 beneficiaries. The first 
32 units (112 latrines and 96 showers) were completed this week, to benefit up to 5,600 people. The 
remaining units will be operational by the end of the month. UNHCR has started the transfer of 
refugees from tents to the Saudi-donated prefabs in the new camp modules. With the addition of the 
32 new WASH units in modules two and three, UNICEF/THW currently provide a total of 562 fixed 
latrines and 546 showers in the camp, in addition to 151 mobile latrines and 68 showers.  
 
In turn, the winterisation of the existing 90 WASH units is scheduled to start this month and conclude 
in January 2013. The work includes the addition of five toilets per unit and the installation of 90 
prefabricated shower blocks, out of which 30 have arrived in the camp. Winterization also includes the 
installation of gas boilers to provide hot water in the units.  

Highlights  
 

 UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon highlighted the importance of education after meeting 
school children in Za'atari during his visit to the camp on 7 December. 

 UNICEF/Mercy Corps have finalized the drilling of a second borehole in Za'atari camp. 

 Over 4,000 children attended Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in Za’atari camp this past week, 
while 2,800 parents and 270 children through child protection awareness-raising activities 
in host communities 

 To date, 9,429 children (six months to 15 years) have received vaccinations under the 
measles, polio and vitamin A campaign in Za’atari camp. 
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On the water supply front, UNICEF has selected a contractor for the design and supervision of a 
drinking water supply system and sanitation network designs in Za’atari, for implementation in early 
2013. UNICEF/Mercy Corps have completed the drilling of a second borehole in Za’atari, to provide 
refugees with up to 50,000 liters of water per hour. UNICEF/Mercy Corps will be equipping the 
boreholes in the coming weeks. The two boreholes will be able to provide up to 100,000 liters of water 
per hour, or 40 liters per day for up to 60,000 people. A new pumping station for the first borehole will 
be put in place by 31 December.  
 
UNICEF/ACTED/THW meanwhile continue daily water quality monitoring and waste water and solid 
waste removal in Za’atari, delivering some 1,000,000 liters of water per day and evacuating some 
400m3 of solid waste per day to the municipal site in Alqueider. UNICEF/ACTED currently employ 
262 refugees for camp cleaning through a Cash-for-Work scheme in Za’atari, divided into 234 
cleaners (including 35 women) and 28 supervisors (five women). UNICEF is finalizing a technical 
proposal on waste water treatment to identify suitable alternatives in Za’atari camp. In host 
communities, Mercy Corps is completing the rehabilitation of water supply systems in Ramtha and 
Mafraq. The work is scheduled to end by 28 February 2013.Meanwhile, for hygiene promotion 
UNICEF has launched partnerships with Japan Emergency NGO (JEN) and Relief International (RI) 
to conduct and expand hygiene promotion activities in camps and host communities respectively. 
 
Child Protection: Over 4,000 children participated in psychosocial activities in Child Friendly Spaces 
(CFS) in Za’atari this week. Of these, over 900 participated in resilience activities aimed at providing 
children with effective coping mechanisms to manage their distress and build their resilience. UNICEF 
currently operates 21 CFS in the camp, including three for youth. UNICEF has 9 functional Child 
Protection Committees in Za’atari, consisting of 76 female members and 51 male members. In host 
communities, UNICEF partner Family Guidance and Awareness Centre has reached over 2,800 
parents and 270 children through child protection awareness-raising activities, as a part of a project in 
Zarqa. In addition to information on topics such as early marriage, violence and child labour, parents 
also received guidance on how to better support their children's psychosocial needs. 
 
During the last two weeks, UNICEF, government representatives and members of the Child 
Protection (CP) and Gender-based Violence (GBV) sector group also held four consultation meetings 
on the following topics: health; psychosocial support; protection, security and justice; and prevention 
and other sectors. The primary aim of the meetings was to agree on what to include in the National 
CP/GBV Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). The first draft of the SOP will be circulated by end 
of December. A meeting to review the first draft will be convened by 13 January. The SOP will be 
finalized by the end of January 2013. 
 
Meanwhile, as part of the Inter-Agency CP and GBV Assessment in camps and host communities, 
UNICEF has interviewed 27 key Informants (including 12 women) from Za’atari camp, 15 community 
members (Syrian assistant teachers, CFS volunteers, religious leaders, CBOs and Cash-for-Work 
cleaners), and 12 service providers (security, camp management, CP and GBV, WASH, 
education…etc.). UNICEF also conducted six focus groups with male and female adolescents and 
adults. In addition, Safety Audits have been carried out with the participation from community 
members. The data collected is being analyzed and a draft report will be ready by 23 December. A 
similar assessment will be carried out in King Abdullah Park in January 2013. In preparation for the 
host community assessment, 35 data collectors received a two-day training on child protection 
(including communication with children), GBV, data collection, questionnaire use and ethical 
principles. The first phase of the assessment will start on 23 December. 
 
Education: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon met school children in Za'atari during his visit to the 
camp on 7 December. He highlighted the importance of continuing to provide educational services for 
Syrian refugee children. The Ministry of Education (MoE) and UNICEF are providing formal education 
for 3,450 students (56 per cent girls) registered in the Bahrain funded school complex in Za’atari. The 
school can accommodate some 4,200 children in double-shifts and is managed by UNICEF, in 
partnership with MoE and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). The school is staffed by some 200 
Jordanian and Syrian teachers. The MoE is recruiting additional administrative and teaching staff to 
cope with the increasing number of students. The staff will be deployed in the school shortly. Two 
nurses have also been assigned to monitor and follow up on the health of school children.  Last week, 
UNICEF led a one-day workshop in Za'atari camp for all education stakeholders, to further strengthen 
school management and establish stakeholders' specific roles and responsibilities.  
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UNICEF/SCJ have meanwhile established one help desk in the Za'atari school and five more in host 
communities, in order to refer school-aged children for registration with the MoE. The Help Desk 
project also aims to raise awareness among parents/caregivers, as well as provide follow up and 
referrals for child protection cases identified in school. Over 12,500 parents and children across 
Jordan have been reached through the project, of which 7,500 Syrian children have been referred to 
appropriate education and child protection services. 
 
In host communities, 18,245 Syrian children have registered to attend school in 42 education 
directorates. UNICEF and partners East Amman Charity Development, Yarmouk Baqa’a Club and 
Questscope continue to provide informal and non-formal education and awareness raising activities 
for vulnerable Syrians and Jordanians in communities with a high concentration of Syrian refugees 
(Amman, Ramtha, Mafraq and Irbid). Some 1,472 Syrian and Jordanian children and parents are 
currently enrolled in these activities, which focus on literacy classes as well as life skills training, 
recreational activities, sports, arts and music. 164 additional students are receiving remedial catch-up 
classes in East Amman. Thus far, Yarmouk Baqa’a Club and Questscope have provided 89 educators 
and parents with training to improve the children’s educational support. 
 
UNICEF and SCI have completed small-scale renovations in 50 public schools in Amman, Mafraq, 
Ramtha, Irbid, Karak, Ma’an, and Aqaba, to improve the learning environment and promote the 
psychosocial well-being and integration of refugee children in host communities. Some 11 schools in 
Amman, Ramtha, Mafraq, and Irbid are now being double-shifted, allowing students previously on 
waiting lists to attend school. UNICEF has also received 300 school-in-box kits, of which 100 kits will 
be distributed in Za’atari. 77 kits will be delivered to 11 double-shifted public schools in Ramtha, Irbid, 
Mafraq and Amman, and the remaining kits will be kept for contingency. In addition, to further address 
the needs of vulnerable Syrian children and youth, UNICEF and the MoE have activated a core team 
of psychosocial trainers. This team was trained by UNICEF last week and will now train 100 teachers 
in Za’atari, 44 in Ramtha and 50 in Mafraq. The 6-day training aims to equip teachers with the skills 
needed to provide psychosocial support for children dealing with profound stress and with alternative 
frameworks for managing children’s behaviour. 
 
Health: UNICEF continues to provide vaccines to new arrivals in Za’atari camp through the measles, 
polio and Vitamin A supplementation campaign. To date, 9,429 children between the ages of six 
months and 15 years have received vaccinations in the camp, under the campaign launched in 
September. The vaccination of children in host communities (Ramtha, Irbid and Mafraq) began on 27 
November and was concluded on 6 December. Over 124,386 children are estimated to have been 
vaccinated against measles under the campaign (final numbers pending). UNICEF is also supporting 
the training of health service providers in Za’atari on diarrhea management protocols.  
 
Nutrition: UNICEF and WFP have completed the analysis of data collected during the UNICEF-led 
nutrition assessment for Syrian children under 5 across Jordan. Data collection was completed on 24 
October in host communities and on 13 November in Za’atari. The final assessment report, compiled 
by UNICEF, WFP and MoH, will be disseminated by the end of December. Based on the results of the 
nutrition assessment, UNICEF is finalizing a Project Cooperation Agreement with Save the Children 
Jordan, to support the implementation of an infant and young child feeding programme in camps and 
host communities, which is expected to start in January 2013. 
 

Communications for Development (C4D): UNICEF has placed awareness-raising posters around 
Za’atari camp and distributed flyers in health facilities, to raise awareness of the availability of 
vaccination services for children under 15 years of age. 
 
Winterization:  UNICEF/NRC/THW are working on the modality of distribution for all emergency 
supplies, including winterization supplies. UNICEF/ACTED/NRC will be distributing the 3,000 winter 
clothing kits procured locally for infants under the age of one in Za'atari, King Abdullah Park and 
Cyber City from 19 to 21 December. In Za’atari, ACTED will distribute 1,500 kits and NRC 1,200 kits. 
90 kits will be sent to King Abdullah Park and 60 to Cyber City. Finally, 150 kits will be kept in the 
UNICEF/THW warehouse, to be made available to the camp’s clinics through a voucher system. An 
additional 3,162 kits are under procurement, to cover new arrivals throughout the winter. In addition 
12,000 adult hygiene kits will be arriving in Jordan on 22 December, to benefit an estimated 20,000 
beneficiaries in camps. An additional 12,000 are also being procured locally.   
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LEBANON  

 
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  

Estimated Affected Population  
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from the UNHCR website, accessed on Dec 17

th
. 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 116,686 56,009 60,677 

Children Affected (Under 18) 47,674 22,884 27,790 

Children Under Five 20,422 9,803 10,619 

 
A total of 116,686 refugees are currently registered with UNHCR, of which more than fifty per cent are 
children. An additional 41,159 Syrians have been in contact with UNHCR to be registered. However, 
the full caseload of refugees in the country is believed to be substantially higher, since many refugees 
choose not to register. Many refugees are living with host families in the poorest areas of the country. 
UNICEF’s emergency response therefore covers these host communities. In addition to Syrian 
refugees, more than 12,000 Palestinians from Syria are estimated to have arrived in Lebanon, 
according to UNRWA’s latest figures. Palestinian refugees from Syria are being hosted in the already-
cramped Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, where living conditions are very difficult. 
 
Following escalating violence in Yarmouk Palestinian camp in Damascus on 16 December, an 
estimated 2,000 Palestinian refugees crossed into Lebanon. UNRWA estimates that 71% are women 
and children (29% and 42%, respectively). The refugees are dispersed across the existing 12 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon. The numbers are very likely to increase substantially as the situation 
further deteriorates in Damascus. There were already an estimated 10,000 Palestinian refugees from 
Syria in Lebanon. The humanitarian situation of these refugees is dire and immediate funding is 
required to address their urgent needs. UNRWA's Syria regional humanitarian appeal remains largely 
unfunded. 
 
UNICEF is consulting with UNRWA to determine most urgent needs for refugees who fled Yarmouk 
camp in Damascus and to support the emergency response. Available supplies stocks are being 
reviewed to determine what is available for immediate release to UNRWA and partners. At least 1,000 
hygiene kits and 1,000 baby kits will be released early next week. An additional 2,000 winter kits 
(children’s warm clothes) will be made available beginning of January. Resource mobilization efforts 
are also ongoing. Some 1,247 child Palestinian refugees from Syria (PRS) are enrolled at 17 UNRWA 
schools across Lebanon. All PRS children in UNRWA schools have been provided with school kits. 
 
Programme response 

WASH : A water needs assessment is ongoing in Hermel and Al Marj. The total number of individuals 
assessed in the Beqaa Valley by ACF is now 14,370. This is an increase of 85 individuals since last 
week, which would have been higher if not for extremely poor weather conditions disrupting 
assessments. Meanwhile, some 333 water tanks were distributed this week, bringing the total 
cumulative figure for water tanks distributed to 1,000. Water distribution activities had been planned 
for 700 tanks, but cost savings allowed the purchase of an additional 300 tanks, bringing the total 
number of tanks distributed to 1,000. The extra 300 tanks will benefit approximately 1,500 additional 
people. Hygiene kits and baby kits have also been procured locally for a value of $192,889. This is 
made up of 2,860 baby kits and 3,226 family hygiene kits. The family hygiene kits will be used by 

Highlights  

 Following clashes in Yarmouk camp in Damascus on 16 December, an estimated 2,000 
Palestinian refugees crossed the border into Lebanon in the last few days. The 
humanitarian situation of these refugees is dire and immediate support is required to 
address their urgent needs.   

 UNICEF met with the Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG) for 
Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC) - who was in Beirut returning from a mission to Syria 
to discuss issues related to the implementation of the monitoring and reporting 
mechanisms for grave child-rights violations.  

 An additional 3,450 students were enrolled during the last period, bringing the total to 
7,292 students to date. The Back to School package has reached 131 schools, benefitting 
27,372 students. 
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approximately 16,000 people. Delivery to WASH UNICEF implementing partners has started. 
Additionally, buckets and jerry cans will be distributed during the week. 
 
Child Protection (incl. winterisation): During the reporting period, efforts focused on the finalization 
of winterization plans with several child protection partners using the Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs) as 
an entry point for delivery of winterization kits. Two Child Protection Partners - Amel and ACH - have 
expressed interest in the implementation of winterization activities in the Beqaa with the aim to reach 
650 children. Ahead of these efforts, these partners have distributed 1,100 blankets to vulnerable 
families. Meanwhile cash transfer is in process to facilitate the implementation of the voucher system, 
which will allow children’s families to purchase winter clothes from pre-identified stores. Three further 
partnerships are being drawn up to allow UNICEF to reach around 16,000 children shortly. A joint 
tender with UNHCR was processed for the provision of warehousing in Beirut and is currently under 
evaluation. It will enable UNICEF to centralize stock in Beirut. A purchase order is about to be 
released for the local procurement of 15,000 winter clothing kits. 
 
In turn, a new partnership with IRC to establish community-based GBV services was also started and 
360 children will benefit from age-appropriate provision of risk mitigation and response services will 
be provided for survivors of GBV in two Governorates (North and Beqaa). Approximately 100 
professionals will be trained on child protection issues, including standards on how to deal with child 
survivors of GBV. Looking ahead, internal plans for scaling up capacity for various scenarios will be 
finalized in the next week. A meeting with the Lebanese Red Cross is scheduled for 18 December to 
explore a possible partnership to deliver child protection services, including psychosocial, through the 
LRC Youth centres across the country. Finalization of two partnership agreements is planned for the 
coming fortnight to continue the scaling up of psychosocial services (cooperation with Education). 
 
Meanwhile, as part of coordination and assessment efforts, the first Child Protection Sub-Working 
Group in the Beqaa took place on 11 December, co-led by UNICEF and UNHCR, bringing together 
various stakeholders who operate CFSs or provide psychosocial support or other services to children. 
The first step was to determine who is delivering what kind of services, in what area to enhance the 
cooperation and information sharing and to avoid duplication of effort. The Child Protection in 
Emergency Working Group, led by UNICEF, was also convened on 14 December to present updates 
on the upcoming inter-agency child protection needs assessment, the scale up plans related RRP4, 
and the upcoming case management training.  The methodology and toolset for the inter-agency 
Child Protection Assessment have now also been finalized. Organizations that have committed to 
support the assessment include: UNICEF, UNHCR, Save the Children, IRC, Amel, Mercy Corps, TDH 
Lausanne and KAFA. The assessment will focus on key child protection areas of risk, including 
separated and unaccompanied children, the worst forms of child labor, gender-based violence (GBV), 
and the ability of communities to access both services and information to address those risks. Data 
collection will start at the beginning of January in areas with a high density of registered and 
unregistered refugees.  
 
Also this week UNICEF, the Ministry of Social Affairs (MOSA), the Higher Council for Childhood and 
the Saint Joseph University  released a report entitled “Strengthening the Child Protection System in 
Lebanon: Challenges and Opportunities”. The overall objective of the study was to analyze the role 
and functioning of the local-level statutory and non-formal child protection mechanisms within the 
context of the broader national child protection framework in Lebanon. The event was also an 
opportunity to link this ‘system’ work to the ongoing emergency as it was made clear that investment 
in existing structures and local service providers and harmonized procedures is critical to better serve 
refugees in a non-camp setting. 
 
Education   The enrolment of Syrian students in public schools is on-going through UNICEF partner 
Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre. An additional 3,450 students we enrolled last week, bringing the 
total to 7,292 students to date. These children have received the full Back-to-School (BTS) Package, 
which includes school bags, school uniforms, educational materials and parent committee fees that all 
students need to contribute for the running costs of public schools. Over the current reporting period, 
distribution in West Beqaa and North part of Lebanon took place, reaching a total of 4,458 children, of 
whom 1,975 are Syrian. A separate distribution of school kits has also started in the south targeting 
674 Syrian children, while the back to school distribution continues. Overall, the BTS package has 
reached 131 schools, benefitting 27,372

1
 students. UNICEF also conducted advocacy this week with 

                                                      
1
 Figures have been updated as UNICEF field monitors verified the distribution and have found that the number of students 

reached is lower than the 29,080 students reported in the last period. 
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the Ministry of Education to promote and support retention in schools for refugee and vulnerable 
children.  
 
Despite the achievements to date, many challenges remain, with high drop-out of Syrian children from 
schools due to language barriers and problems following the Lebanese curriculum. Further, some 
schools in Beqaa and North have reached their full capacity and are not able to receive more 
students. Transport is needed to enable children in these areas to reach other schools with capacity 
for enrolling new students. Enrolment of new students in Lebanese schools will continue until the 15 
January deadline for Syrian children to be able to enrol in local schools. The Education Working 
Group (EWG) is meanwhile developing a Joint Education Needs Assessment (JENA), with the data 
collection phase starting towards the end of January. The EWG have started discussions on 
harmonization of curricula for Accelerated Learning Programs and remedial classes.  
 
Health  As part of the enhanced vaccination activities for Measles, Polio and Vitamin A, UNICEF in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Public Health and WHO has conducted field visits to Bint Jbeil, 
Chouf, Beqaa and the North. The UNICEF team met with the district physicians, the vaccination 
teams and the staff of the main primary health care centres (PHC). During the meeting the guidelines 
for implementation were explained to the relevant staff and refresher training on how to administer 
vaccines and vitamin A was conducted.  UNICEF is also working to put in place a social mobilization 
strategy to inform the affected communities in the 10 selected Qadas (districts) about the upcoming 
vaccination activities. For this purpose it is developing flyers and posters for parents and is signing an 
agreement with the NGO Beyond which will oversee the logistics and field monitoring of activities.  So 
far, to support vaccination activities, UNICEF has provided the Ministry with 210,000 doses of 
measles vaccines, 150,000 doses of oral polio vaccine, and 150,000 Vitamin A doses.  
 
Meanwhile, an increasing number of children are affected by scabies and lice, due to difficult living 
conditions and poor hygiene. Given that infection of these diseases is very high, UNICEF completed a 
first order for drugs for the treatment of scabies and lice. These doses are intended for 3,000 children. 
Distribution will be coordinated with the Ministry and NGOs on the ground.  
 
Nutrition: On the basis of the findings of the nutrition survey and in order to track the deterioration of 
the nutritional status of Syrian children and women in Lebanon, UNICEF is working on setting up a 
screening and surveillance system at the primary health care level. For this purpose UNICEF initiated 
procurement of anthropometric equipment (MUAC, uniscale, height-length measuring boards) for 35 
primary health care centres across Lebanon. The distribution of this equipment will target the health 
centres that see the highest number of Syrians per month and those centres that have been selected 
by the Government of Lebanon as priority centres for the health response. Discussion on a protocol 
for management of affected cases is on-going with the Ministry of Public Health, UNHCR, WFP, WHO 
and NGOs. UNICEF has also agreed with UNHCR to initiate the Nutrition Sub-Working Group (within 
the Health Working Group) in order to coordinate the efforts of actors in the nutrition sector.  
 
IRAQ 

 

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs:  
Estimated Affected Population  
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from [UNHCR], December 17th, 2012 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 66,048   

 

The total number of registered Syrians in Iraq reached 66,048 of which 57,017 Syrians are being 
hosted in the Kurdistan Region. 
 

Highlights  

 The Al-Qaim border remains closed and 2,000 IDPs in Syria are unable to access 

essential services. A delegation including the Deputy Special Representative to the 

Secretary General visited Al-Qaim.  

 17 cases of Hepatitis A detected in Al-Qaim and 10 in Domiz – government, partners and 
UNICEF are monitoring the situation and supporting the establishment of immediate 
prevention mechanisms 

 Construction of 15 UNICEF funded classrooms in Domiz is 25 per cent complete 
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Inter-Agency Collaboration and Partnerships:  
 
Northern Iraq: UNICEF participated in contingency planning and preparedness measures to respond 
to a possible influx of 20,000 Syrian refugees over a three day period. UNICEF and the Dohuk 
Directorate of Education (DoE) chaired the Education Working Group meeting where registration of 
new children, provision of teaching and learning materials and the construction of additional schooling 
units was reviewed. Participants from Government, NGOs, and UN agencies also attended a child 
protection sub-working group meeting to coordinate activities and develop an action plan for 
monitoring and responding to child protection issues in the camp. UNICEF and WFP meanwhile co-
chaired the first nutrition sub-working group meeting in Domiz. 
 
Western Iraq: On December 9

th
, the UN’s Humanitarian Coordinator and Deputy Special 

Representative of the Secretary General for Development and Humanitarian Affairs in Iraq, Ms. 
Jacqueline Badcock, along with the UNICEF and UNHCR Representatives visited the refugee camps 
in Al-Qaim. The Representatives visited the school, hospital and learning centre as well as water and 
sanitation facilities and a Child Friendly Space. 
 
Programme response  
 
WASH:  
Northern Iraq: Families residing in Domiz camp continue to have access to water and sewage 
services through the water network and from water trucking.  In collaboration with the Directorate of 
Water (DoW) and with co-funding from the Governor’s office in Dohuk, UNICEF plans to extend the 
water network in Domiz. The extension will commence once the system has been assessed and the 
water quality is tested. At the same time, WASH works in phase 5 in Domiz camp funded by UNICEF 
reached around 80 per cent completion. The work includes installation of toilets, bathing spaces, 
water network and provision of water storage tanks for 1,000 families.  The excavation and concrete 
lining of 142 soak way pits was finalized while casting is going on. Meanwhile, the tent-to-tent hygiene 
promotion funded by UNICEF continued in Domiz camp. During the reporting period, 831 persons 
(180 females, 242 males, 205 girls and 204 boys) were reached by hygiene messages with a total of 
17,119 (4,901 females, 4,490 males, 3,745 girls and 3,983 boys). Current messaging continues to 
focus on hepatitis prevention as cases were reported in the camp.  
 
Western Iraq: High turbidity in the Euphrates remains problematic and trucking continues in Camp 1 
to ensure that a safe and adequate supply of water is available for the refugee population. UNICEF 
and partners are exploring options including advocating for a trunk pipe to Camp 1 from a nearby 
main line. Water network installation is meanwhile ongoing in Camp 3. In the meantime, the layout for 
Camp 3 water lines is being reviewed to ensure optimal capacity and access to storage tanks. 
 
Child Protection:  
Northern Iraq: Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) continued to provide recreation and psychosocial 
support to children 4-7 years and 8-14 years for about 150 children daily.  About 15 children were 
referred for further psychosocial support to the psychosocial team working in the camp. Meanwhile a 
campaign is planned for next week to create awareness on the existence of the CFS, the nature of 
the services available and to encourage parents to send their children.  Various events will also be 
organized for parents on child rights and protection.   
 
Western Iraq: A new CFS in Camp 2 was opened. Recreational and psychosocial activities are 
taking place with three shifts a day six days per week. Daily attendance is significantly increasing in 
Camp 1; 350 children are attending on a daily basis and 415 children were newly registered in both 
CFS’s in the past two weeks. An additional 18 volunteers are facilitating CFS activities in Camp 2; ten 
psychosocial kits were also provided. Similar to the plans for Domiz, awareness sessions were held 
for families and community leaders on the role of the CFS and the importance of recreational and 
psychosocial support for the children in time of crisis. 
 
Education:  
Northern Iraq: In Qamishlu Basic School in Domiz camp the 24 classroom unit expanded by UNICEF 
through the DoE is congested. The school is meant for 1,200 children in two shifts but currently there 
are 1,900 students attending. This week the DoE will relocate children to the 12 classroom unit 
donated by a private company.  Due to the increased number of children, UNICEF provided Qamishlu 
Basic School with two recreation kits containing sports equipment. The two kits will support efforts to 
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provide more recreational activities.The construction of the second 24 classroom schooling unit by 
UNHCR is on-going and once completed will alleviate the overcrowding issue. Meanwhile, UNICEF 
advanced funds to the Ministry of Education to print textbooks for an additional 3,000 students from 
grades 1-9 and is prepositioning student stationery. During the Education Working Group, the hygiene 
issue at Qamishlu School and construction progress for the second and third schools were discussed 
for follow-up on interventions needed to improve conditions in the school. 
 
Western Iraq: Construction of the 15 UNICEF funded prefabricated classrooms for the new school in 
Camp 2 reached 25 per cent completion and is expected to be finalized within ten days. Meanwhile, a 
five day training on psychosocial support during emergencies for teachers began in the Camp 2 
school; 13 Syrian and 12 Iraqi education staff are attending. The training will identify the most 
qualified teachers and is supported and supervised by UNICEF and organized by the local partner 
Afkar in coordination with the DoE. Registration for the Camp 2 school will start upon completion of 
the training. In turn, the school is regularly operating in Camp1 with a steady attendance rate and high 
level of performance. UNICEF agreed to support the incentives and transportation for the teachers for 
three months while the Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) is expected to cover these 
expenses for the future.  
 

Health:  
Northern Iraq:  During the reporting period, two suspected maculo-papular rash cases were reported 
inside Domiz camp and were confirmed positive for measles.  The two children (5 and 6 years) are 
new arrivals in the camp.  In line with the national campaign, the Directorate of Health (DoH) in Dohuk 
began vaccinating children under-five from six months to 5 years in Domiz camp against measles.  
This campaign will last for two weeks and thus far 3,053 children have been vaccinated. Eleven 
suspected cases of Hepatitis A were also tested and 10 were confirmed positive. DoH Dohuk started 
a vaccination campaign in the camp against Hepatitis A virus (for children over 1 year) and Influenza 
(over 6 months old).  The campaign is also targeting all health workers, water sanitation workers, food 
handlers and those working in public places and in contact with patients. To date, 1,379 people 
received the Hepatitis A vaccine and 1,355 received the Influenza vaccine. Information on the 
measles cases in Domiz among new arrivals was also relayed to the Syria CO team for cross-check 
and follow-up on information available in Syria.  
 
The weekly routine immunization sessions are meanwhile on-going in the Health Center.  In the last 
two weeks  56 children under-five were immunized with BCG, DPT, OPV, ROTA and measles 
vaccines and 11 women of child bearing age received TT vaccination. UNICEF provided social 
mobilization activities for the above mentioned immunization activities. During the reporting, period 41 
children under-five had diarrhea and were managed at the Oral Rehydration Therapy (ORT) corner.  
The ante natal care unit continued providing services to pregnant and lactating mothers, with 31 
pregnant women attending in the last two weeks. 
 
Western Iraq:  The Public Health Centre (PHC) center in Camp 2 was officially inaugurated on the 
16

th
 of December; the facility is managed by 25 health staff including one gynecologist and two 

doctors (1 female and 1 male). UNICEF supported the health facility with ice lined refrigerators and 
vaccine carriers. Six hundred and sixty six children between 6 months and 5 years and 290 children 
between 5-18 years were vaccinated against measles through the national immunization campaign. 
UNICEF is supporting social mobilization and awareness raising for the campaign. Seventeen cases 
of Hepatitis A were detected, UNICEF through their field monitor is closely observing the situation and 
working with the EPI manger in Al-Qaim to identify the causes and support preventive measures. 
 
Nutrition:  
Northern Iraq:  Although the nutrition situation of children was stable for the previous weeks, the 
growth monitoring unit has detected five cases of malnutrition among those children attending the 
Health Centre. In coordination with supporting agencies, the DoH is conducting a rapid assessment of 
malnutrition of which the results are expected in the coming weeks. The growth monitoring unit 
screened 31 children-under (17 male, 14 female) and among them, five children were moderately 
malnourished (-2 SD). The malnourished cases were referred to the district PHC in Sumail District for 
management. The cumulative number of children under-five screened during the last 10 weeks 
reached 347. The growth monitoring units continues to provide breast feeding promotion messages 
for mothers of children under-one and provides information on proper feeding practices and 
complementary feeding. 
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The nutrition sub-group is meanwhile focusing on expanding the basic nutrition intervention including 
the growth monitoring unit for all children under-five and is establishing a supplementary feeding unit 
for management of malnourished children within the health centre. 
 
Western Iraq: UNICEF supported the MoH and the National Nutrition Research Institution teams to 
conduct a field visit in Al-Qaim to assess the quality of nutrition and MCH services and to identify 
gaps.  
 
TURKEY 

 
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs:  

Estimated Affected Population  
(Estimated calculations based on initial figures from AFAD/ GoT official website)16.11.2012 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 141,240 73,445 67,795 

Children Affected (Under 18) 67,795 35,310 32,485 

 
Assessment and Response Update 
The outcome of the Government and UN health sector thematic mission that took place during the 
week of 27 November will be provided shortly. Meanwhile an UNICEF Emergency Programme Funds 
loan (EPF) in the amount of 1,637,800 has been issued to procure winterization supplies, school 
materials and to provide psycho-social support as well as start the recruitment process for the staff 
under the EU proposal (which according to local EU officials will be approved imminently).      
 
Priority needs for children in the RRP4:   

 Provision of winter clothes and shoes  

 Provision of teaching materials for the teachers of school-aged children in the camps 

 Provision of education supplies for school-aged children in Syrian refugee camps 

 The development and resilience of Syrian refugee children and youth in Turkey, including children 
with disabilities, through adolescent volunteerism in play, physical education and sports activities. 

 Provision of psycho-social care and effective referral mechanisms through safe recreation and 
education for children and youth affected by the Syrian Crisis 

 
Syria Regional Support Hub 
 
Funding: The Syria Humanitarian Action Response Plan 3 (SHARP3) and Regional Response Plan 4 
(RRP4) were both launched in Geneva on 19 December. Under these inter-agency appeals UNICEF 
is aiming to raise more than US$ 180 million for the period January-June 2013. Under UNICEF’s 
Humanitarian Action Appeal 2013 (figures on front page) UNICEF is appealing for a total US$ 202.1 
million owing to additional needs for vulnerable populations in host communities, as well as 
Palestinian refugees and other women and children requiring assistance across Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt. Funding figures reported below are against 2012 funding and 
appeal frameworks (SHARP2 and RRP3). Starting January 2013, UNICEF will report against 
RRP4/SHARP3 targets.  
 
 
 
 
 

Funding Status 
Child 

Protection 
Education 

Health & 
Nutrition 

WASH NFIs 
Coord.

& 
Comm 

Safety, 
Security 

ITC 

 *Being 
Allocated  

Total  In millions of US 
Dollars 

Ops 
Costs 

Highlights  

 Official numbers reported by the Government in 14 camps across seven provinces is 
141,240.  

 The main challenge remains lack of enough operational camps to meet the number of 
refugees. During the week of 10-16 December the number of Syrians registered to camps 
exceeds capacity by more than 12%.  
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Note: Gaps remain important and per sector funding shortfalls remain significant given 
variations in funding received per country and per sector. 
 

As of 18 December 
 
Next Situation Report: 10 January 2013 (including cumulative performance indicator updates).  
 
For further information, please contact: 
 

Sandra Lattouf 
Syria Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF MENA Regional Office 
Mobile: +1 917 293-2805 
Email: slattouf@unicef.org 

Simon Ingram 
Regional Chief of Communication 
UNICEF Middle East and Northern Africa 
Mobile: + 962 (0) 79 5904740 
Email: singram@unicef.org 

 

Syria 
Required 7.75 10.00 4.75 8.50 10.50 1.40 1.19     44.09 

Funded 
                

3.75  
              

1.30  
              

2.38  
              

2.14  
              

1.45  
                  

-    
              

0.64  
  

              
6.18  

17.85 

Jordan 
Required 5.48 16.38 1.71 16.42           40.00 

Funded 6.40 28.39 1.16 18.95         0.00 54.90 

Lebanon 
Required 3.61 8.82 0.43 4.28           17.14 

Funded 2.24 1.88 0.68 4.60         0.00 9.39 

Iraq 
Required 0.60 1.17 0.78 5.47       2.89   10.91 

Funded 0.00 0.32 0.00 0.86       0.07 0.00 1.25 

Turkey 
Required 3.21 3.21               6.42 

Funded 0.74 0.25             0.00 0.99 

MENA Required 0.30 0.30   0.30   0.70 0.20     1.80 

RO Funded                 5.23 5.23 

Total 

Required 20.95 39.89 7.67 34.97 10.50 2.10 1.39 2.89   120.36 

Funded 13.13 32.14 4.22 26.55 1.45 0.00 0.64 0.07 11.42 89.62 

Gap 7.82 7.74 3.46 8.42 9.05 2.10 0.75 2.82   30.74 

mailto:slattouf@unicef.org

