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UNICEF Response to the Syria 
Crisis * 

UNICEF Sector/Cluster* 

UNICEF 
Target ¹ 

Jan-Jun 
2019 

Results (#)  

Sector 
Target¹ 

Jan-Jun 
2019 

 Results (#)  

# targeted children enrolled in 
formal education 

3,769,216 1,192,243 4,712,916² 3,032,243² 

# targeted children enrolled in 
non-formal or informal education³ 

642,310 258,342 1,430,208² 543,936⁴ 

# children & adults participating in 
structured and sustained child 
protection, PSS and parenting 
programmes 

629,930 385,787 1,301,857⁵ 568,307⁵ 

# children reached with routine 
vaccination⁶ 

923,000 304,381 n/a⁷ n/a⁷ 

# (est.) people with access to 
improved water supply⁴  

4,361,191 2,372,257⁵ 10,841,900 n/a⁷ 

# # children & Pregnant and 
Lactating Women screened for 
acute malnutrition⁸ 

1,820,000 777,822 2,867,674⁹ 1,037,036⁹ 

* Only reporting on sector/ cluster results where UNICEF is sector/cluster lead agency; 1) Targets are adjusted per the 
revised 2019 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeals for Syria and Syrian refugees; 2) Excludes Egypt; 3) Excludes 
Iraq; 4) Excludes Turkey and Egypt; 5) Excludes Lebanon; 6) Excludes Iraq; 7) Data not available; 8) Includes Syria and 
Jordan only; 9) Excludes Jordan. For further details see results explanations under each country report. 
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MID-YEAR 2019: SYRIA, JORDAN, LEBANON, IRAQ, TURKEY AND EGYPT  SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

In Syria 
5 million 
# of children affected 

 
11.7 million 
# of people affected 
(HNO summary, 2019) 

 

Outside Syria 
Over 2.5 million  
(2,531,642)  
# of registered Syria refugee children 

 
Over 5.6 million 
(5,625,871)  
# of registered Syrian refugees 
(UNHCR, 14 July 2019) 

 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 1.2 Billion 
 
Funding Status 
US$ 665.4 Million 

 

Highlights 
• In Syria, UNICEF continued to deliver assistance to Al Hol camp, which hosts more than 70,000 displaced people 

(90 per cent women and children) due to escalation of the conflict in Hajin. Needs in the camp remain 
considerable across all sectors and with rising temperatures, water-borne and respiratory diseases as well as 
malnutrition have increased. A total of 1,700,000 liters of drinking water are provided daily in the camp through 
emergency water trucking and existing treatment plants, along with 754,000 liters for domestic use, translating 
into 30 liters per person per day. Meanwhile, around 9,000 children have been reached through non-formal 
education activities in temporary learning spaces. 

• With the rise in temperatures during the summer, water demand in Za’atari camp, Jordan has increased by more 
than 30 per cent (50 to 55 liters per person per day), exceeding the capacity of the three existing boreholes. This 
has required external trucking of water from nearby sources to supply the increased water share. UNICEF is 
continuing to mobilize resources to meet the extra costs of demand, and to support the installation of a fourth 
borehole to compensate for the water shortage in the coming months.  

• In Iraq, UNICEF continued its commitment to incentives for 2,021 Syrian teachers and education support staff in 
44 camp and non-camp schools in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. This has helped sustain access to formal education 
for around 29,000 school-age Syrian children, including 14,430 girls.  

• As of mid-year, 2019, the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education Programme for Refugee Children grew 
considerably in Turkey, with almost 511,500 refugee children having received at least one payment, an increase 
of nearly 25 per cent since December 2018.  

• In Lebanon, during the second quarter of 2019, different measures have led to increased pressure on refugees 
and a shrinking protection space: Notably, in April, the High Defense Council (HDC) adopted decisions relating to 
stricter enforcement of existing laws including against Syrians entering Lebanon illegally, Syrians working without 
permits, and on the dismantlement of unauthorized solid structures in refugee shelters. UNICEF is looking at the 
implication on children and possible mitigation measures, providing assistance in response to dismantlement and 
intensifying high-level advocacy efforts. 

• During the past six months, in Egypt, 16,665 children (8,173 males and 8,492 females) benefitted from life skills 
education to enhance their resilience and strengthen social cohesion among Syrian and non-Syrian refugees as 
well as host community children. Also, as of June 2019, UNICEF and partners have reached 52,966 children, 
adolescents and young people with structured and sustained psychosocial support, child protection and life skills 
programmes. 
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*Funds received include carry forward from 2017. 
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Syria  
 

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs: North East Syria (NES) remains one 

of the most complex operating environments in the country, due to a combination of 
ongoing hostilities, weather-related hazards and population movements. Currently, 1.65 
million people need humanitarian assistance in NES – 14 per cent of the overall total.1 
UNICEF together with other 34 humanitarian partners continued to deliver assistance to 
Al Hol camp, which hosts as of end June a total population of 70,097 people (over 90 over 
cent are children and women).2 The camp population soared from 20,000 to over 70,000 
people in the first months of 2019, as a result of the escalation of the conflict in Hajin 
(Deir-ez-Zor governorate). However, in June the camp population started decreasing for 
the first time (a reduction of some 3,000 people since April), due to repatriations to third 
countries and returns of internally displaced persons to Raqqa governorate. Needs in the 
camp remain considerable across all sectors, including protection, health, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, shelter and education. As the population in Al Hol camp has 
stabilized, conditions have slightly improved as gaps are in process of being addressed by 
humanitarian actors. With rising temperatures, water-borne and respiratory diseases as 
well as malnutrition have increased; however, overall emergency thresholds have not been breached and responses remain within SPHERE 
standards.3 
 
In terms of protection, by mid-June, at least 502 unaccompanied/separated children (UASC) were identified and 207 reunified with their 
families. In health, despite improved medical services and quality of health services, providing adequate health assistance to the entire 
camp population is still a challenge; the past few months saw improved health services and medical responses.4 However, significant 
challenges still remain to meet the needs of the camp population. For nutrition, a total of 20,649 children under the age of five and 5,651 
pregnant and lactating girls and women are targeted; detection and identification of these groups is key, alongside prevention feeding 
programmes and treating malnourished children. In WASH, a total of 1,700,000 liters of drinking water are provided daily in the camp 
through emergency water trucking and existing treatment plants, and 754,000 liters for domestic use, translating into 30 liters per person 
per day. Altogether, 3,969 latrines and 1,727 showers, with gender segregation, were installed with 120 toilets and 120 showers under 
construction. In Education, an estimated 26,000 children aged 3-17 have been out-of- schools for years due to conflict and displacement 
and in need of education services. Around 9,000 children are reached through non-formal education activities in temporary learning 
spaces while 500 children with early childhood development interventions.  
 
In the North- West of Syria, the conflict between the Government of Syria (GoS) and allied forces and non-state armed groups (NSAGs) 
scaled- up since end of April 2019 and continued unabated until end of June, exacting a heavy toll on civilians, resulting in the displacement 
of hundreds of thousands of people, disrupting the provision of basic services, and killing and injuring large numbers of civilians. The 
humanitarian impact of airstrikes and shelling on civilians, particularly those reported taking place in densely-populated areas, continue 
to compound an already dire humanitarian situation. Local sources reported hundreds of civilians, including women and over 130 children, 
killed due to airstrikes and shelling with many others injured; civilian infrastructure, including schools, hospitals and IDP settlements, have 
been damaged or rendered inoperable across northern Hama and southern Idleb governorates, leading to the interruption or 
discontinuation of vital services to affected populations. Since end of April, at least 25 health facilities and 45 schools were damaged by 
airstrikes and shelling in northern Hama and southern Idleb governorates5, resulting in 400,000 children not able to sit for final exams in 
Idleb (as reported by the Education sector). Between May to 13 June, some 330,0006 people were displaced from northern Hama and 
southern Idleb governorates towards densely populated areas nearby, putting humanitarian operations, already above capacity, under 
considerable strain. UNICEF, together with other humanitarian actors, scaled- up its operations through the cross-border hub in Gaziantep, 
as part of the Whole of Syria approach. 
 
In the South of the country, the movement of civilians from Rukban settlement that started in March, continued and as of 30 June 2019 
a total of 15,569 people left the camp towards five shelters in Homs governorate, representing over 37 per cent of Rukban’s initial 
population of nearly 42,000. Once in Homs, the majority spend approximately 24 hours at the shelters where children are vaccinated, and 

                                                        
1 UNOCHA, North-East Syria Humanitarian Snapshot - As of 20 June 2019. 
2 UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response in Al Hol Camp, Situation Report #5, 5 July 2019. 
3 SPHERE standards help aid workers determine the minimum level of quality in humanitarian aid, providing both a description of what’s required, quantitative indicators 
to help determine if these are met, and guidance notes as to how agencies should work with communities. 
4 Two vaccination teams, 12 medical points, five ambulances, 18 mobile medical teams, a stabilization centre for complicated malnutrition cases, and three field hospitals. 
5 UNOCHA, Recent Development in North Western Syria, as of 28 June 2019. 
6 Ibid. 



3 
 
 

families receive humanitarian and medical assistance. UNICEF and other UN agencies continued to support through the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent in the five shelters and nine locations in Homs governorate where Rukban’s returnees are settling. The remaining population in 
Rukban is suffering from harsh living conditions that are deteriorating by the day as temperatures rise and food and medication become 
increasingly scarce. 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination: UNICEF continued to lead the WASH, Education and Nutrition Sectors and the Child 

Protection Area of Responsibility, working in close collaboration with implementing partners inside the country and across borders. In 
terms of nutrition, during the first half of the year, the SMART7 survey data collection, covering the entire country, was completed, and 
the sector called for a meeting to discuss updates from the field, lessons learned and the way forward. Data analysis is on-going and 
preliminary results are expected by July. The sector response focused specifically on the huge needs in the north east of Syria, particularly 
in Al Hol camp, with field visits and coordination meetings between UN Agencies and NGOs to identify gaps and enhance/scale-up of the 
nutrition response. Also, a Knowledge Attitude Practice (KAP) survey on Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) was conducted by UNICEF 
supported by the nutrition sub-sector in Qamishli to identify priorities in IYCF interventions after confirming that the main gap in nutrition 
services lies in the lack of IYCF comprehensive services. The nutrition response continues to be challenged by low number of breastfeeding 
counsellors, low Mother Baby Areas (MBA) for counselling of Pregnant and Lactating Women and limited referral mechanisms to the 
stabilization centers for children affected by severe acute malnutrition with complications. Overall, a shortage of funding available for the 
nutrition response in the North West and North East continued to challenge the life-saving nutrition response. 
 
The Education Sector coordinated a series of workshops and trainings, such as the national-level education sector workshop for 150 sector 
actors (international and national NGOs, UN Agencies and Ministry of Education directors from all the 14 governorates) to discuss over 
out-of-school children, non-formal education, the development of standards for school rehabilitation, and the trainings for 85 education 
sector partners on quality monitoring of non-formal activities and on Community-based Early Childhood Education (ECE). Also, the 
education sector coordinated partners’ support to students and children coming from hard-to-reach areas to sit for the national exams 
at national and sub-national levels. During the reporting period, the Education sector has launched the third thematic working group on 
Early Childhood Education, with minimum standards for the community -based early childhood education under development. Overall, 
out-of-school children remain the major challenge for the Education sector, especially in the North East of Syria and in Al Hol camp.  
 
In the WASH Sector, UNICEF continued to led consultations and advocacy with the Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR) for undertaking 
WASH assessment from inside Syria (implementation expected before the end of the year) to support the 2020 Humanitarian Needs 
Overview (HNO/)/Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). The WASH Sector has been working to coordinate a WASH assessment at household 
level (total of 29,000 households targeted) to gather useful information for the 2020 HNO and HRP. A specific focus was also on Deir-ez-
Zor and Al-Hol camp, where additional sector partners were identified to implement WASH interventions in the camp and in other areas 
of the North East. An agreement was reached with the MoWR to conduct a sector Bottleneck Analysis in September, involving all relevant 
stakeholders. Insufficient funding continued to pose a major challenge to the delivery of WASH services, especially for the most vulnerable 
populations in the newly accessible areas and in North West Syria due to the ongoing offensive on Idleb pocket. 
 
In the first quarter of the year, the Child Protection Area of Responsibility led consultation with the Government for the 2019 HRP, 
advancing toward finalization. A Mine Risk Education (MRE) Working Group was initiated, including the initiative to map-out new partners 
who want to expand their programmes such as UNMAS (United Nations Mine Action Service). A workshop on disability data collection 
has been planned for the end of 2019, that will be open to the sector members. A novel approach for capturing the data on service 
provision to people with disabilities was launched, adding this to the WoS 4Ws (who is doing what, where and when) and sector members 
were trained on how to capture this information. A joint protection sector evaluation was also undertaken in the reporting period. The 
coordination in North East Syria remains a challenge, as information sharing is not continuous, and the child protection response strategy 
is not fully implemented due also to lack of specialized child protection staff in the field to provide leadership responses on complex child 
protection issues. Considerable gaps are reported in the South, Dar’a and Quneitra, where despite the funding available there is limited 
local expertise to sustain a specialized response.  
 

Humanitarian Strategy: The 2019 Whole of Syria strategy is built on the 2019 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), aligned to the 2019 

Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) and the Syria Strategic Framework. In 2019, UNICEF continues to work closely with humanitarian 
partners to provide immediate life-saving service delivery focusing on the most vulnerable children affected by the crisis and disease 
outbreaks with a multi-sectoral response addressing their WASH, protection and education needs. In addition, UNICEF is strengthening 
focus on scaling-up interventions that build resilience, especially at community level, and through capacity building of partners, investing 
in local capacities and resources as much as possible. UNICEF continues to pay special attention to gender and disability aspects in its 
programming  
 
To prevent epidemics, such as outbreaks of polio and measles and water-borne diseases, UNICEF and partners are providing targeted 
response in the highest-risk areas. To ensure that no child is left behind, UNICEF continues to advocate for the immunization of children 
in hard-to-reach areas, prevention of chronic malnutrition, exclusive breastfeeding, treatment of acute malnutrition and micro-nutrient 
supplementation. UNICEF continues to support increased access to safe water and promote good hygiene practices to reduce the risk of 

                                                        
7 Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions. 
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water-borne diseases. Equitable access to education is being scaled-up to support alternative learning, focusing on self-learning 
programmes, early learning and the quality of education. UNICEF is expanding child protection services in newly accessible areas and in 
camps and providing specialized services for high-risk child protection cases. Increased focus is placed on adolescents and young people, 
who are being supported through cross-sectoral services, life-skills programmes, vocational education and entrepreneurship training. 
UNICEF continues to engage in social protection schemes that combine regular cash distribution with case management, primarily 
targeting families of children with disabilities. Gender-based violence risk mitigation is being strengthened across all programmatic sectors. 
Programming on the prevention of and response to sexual exploitation and abuse is being scaled-up using a survivor-centred approach. 
UNICEF continues to engage with communities to promote key behaviours related to their lives and well-being and create feedback 
mechanisms for affected populations. 
 

Summary analysis of programme response 
 

Health and Nutrition: From the beginning of the year, UNICEF and partners reached a total of 970,000 pregnant and lactating women 

and children under five with life-saving essential health and nutrition services in mobile and fixed centres throughout the entire country 
(44 per cent of the target), while some 2.3 million caregivers were reached with health and nutrition promotion messages (65 per cent of 
the target). Also, a total of 219,000 children under one year were vaccinated against diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP3) between January 
and May (38 per cent of the target - June data is not yet available, which explains the low UNICEF reach). The main challenges for routine 
immunization included the inability to sustain immunization activity in some areas in Northern Aleppo due to access constraints, shortage 
of trained immunization teams and destruction of health centres (two thirds of the health facilities in this area, where also routine 
immunization is taking place, have been destroyed). On the other hand, Polio immunization was able to reach the target fully, thanks also 
to dedicated funding, and UNICEF-supported National and Sub-National Immunization Days in February and March reaching 3.3 million 
children under five since the beginning of the year. 
 
UNICEF has distributed essential micronutrients to about 320,000 children under five and pregnant and lactating women to prevent 
micronutrient deficient anaemia (13 per cent of the target). This result was challenged by the discontinuation of the measles campaign, 
as Vitamin A and other micronutrients supplementation were delivered jointly with the campaign in the previous years and the plan for 
2019 was to continue likewise. UNICEF is therefore planning to revise this target downwards.  
 
About 750,000 children and pregnant and lactating women were screened for acute malnutrition (42 per cent of the target) and 3,879 
children were submitted for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment (56 per cent). For the treatment of Severe Acute Malnutrition 
cases it should be noted that, apart from Government’s facilities mainly in urban areas, access to care in remote areas is still sub-optimal, 
where NGOs are mainly providing support to overcome capacity challenges in service delivery. In the northwest Syria, NGOs provide all 
nutrition services.   
 
A total of 164,507 caregivers, including pregnant and lactating women, benefited from Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) counselling 
(21 per cent of the target); regarding the IYCF programme and indicator on counselling and messages, data from MOH facilities are 
incomplete, with substantial delays in reporting.  According to the released study results (Barrier Analysis 2017), poor exclusive 
breastfeeding practices among children of 0-6 months and sub-optimal complementary feeding are key challenges sustaining high 
prevalence of stunting [SMART 2019] among children under five. Furthermore, traditional child feeding practices are one of the main 
barriers for further dissemination of global IYCF recommendations. Scaling- up of IYCF programme is currently being prioritized together 
with the emergency nutrition programme response in the respective operational areas of Syria. Over 384,000 people (37 per cent of the 
target) received high energy nutritious food supplies. However, air and ground military actions limit the health and nutrition programme 
staff ability to access some communities and deliver supplies; hence, field implementation plans are regularly revised and updated.  
 
About 1,000 health workers (150 per cent of the target) in hospitals and public health centres were trained on different newborn care 
themes, of which 90 community volunteers were trained on newborn care at home programme in Rural Damascus, Aleppo and Der-ez-
Zor governorates; the community volunteers reached 208 pregnant women and 70 newborns with counselling and referral when needed 
over a period of four months (March to June 2019). The training will be scaled-up in the second half of the year. The overachievement in 
the training indicator is due to the expansion of the newborn programme after the late approval of the Ministry of Health (MoH).  
 
In 2019, UNICEF designed and deployed the Rapid Response Team (RRT) modality to enable a more responsive service provision to people 
on the move, especially considering the recent displacements in North West Syria. RRT services have been expanded and integrated 
among health, nutrition, protection, and WASH emergency services. By the end of June 2019, five sub-districts in North West Syria 
received integrated RRT services including Integrated Management of Newborn and Childhood Illnesses (IMNCI), Ante natal and 
emergency obstetric and newborn care (ANC-EmONC), Community Management of Acute malnutrition (CMAM), IYCF and screening for 
child disability. Funding constraints limit further expansion of the life-saving services; however, when possible, UNICEF uses programme 
integration platforms to reduce operational costs. 
 
Cross-border services to maximize nutrition services in North East Syria continues, 4,600 mothers and caregivers were reached with infant 
and young child feeding and caring practices. Limited funding and availability of cross-border partners capable of implementing nutrition 
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programmes remain the two prominent challenges. Strong coordination with Syria sector and nutrition programme is maintained to 
ensure complementarity in service delivery. 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): In the first half of 2019, UNICEF reached over 2.1 million people with access to safe drinking 

water through performing operation and maintenance work in Idleb to lessen service degradation in addition to rehabilitating water 
systems and equipping wells in As-Sweida (57 per cent of the target); this was complemented by solid waste collection activities and the 
rehabilitation of the sewage network in the camps of North East Syria, benefitting over 144,000 people. Furthermore, over 77,000 school-
aged children benefitted from rehabilitation of water and sanitation facilities in 139 schools, as well as from the provision of hygiene 
services (20 per cent of the target). Over 826,000 people (52 per cent of the target) were reached through distribution of hygiene supplies 
(aqua tabs, jerry cans) and installation of household water tanks in camps, while hygiene promotion sessions reached over 174,000 people 
through the country.  
 
In addition, some 650,000 people were reached through emergency services (43 per cent of the target) including water trucking, cleaning 
and maintaining WASH facilities in camps, and desludging, while UNICEF’s provision of water disinfectants supported some 14 million 
people to access to safe water. Furthermore, UNICEF continued water trucking for over 171,000 returnees in 26 communities in Eastern 
Goutha, added to that over 100,000 IDPs in Tall Refaat, Nabul, and Zahraa camps and collective shelters in Aleppo that holds IDPs from 
Afrin, some 120,000 in the North West and other 54,000 IDPs in Orm, Atareb, Daret Azza that holds IDPs from Idleb. In the past six months, 
WASH achieved and established an exemplary risk-resilient project by restoring, water stations and networks that served the needs of a 
population of 210,000 in Afrin and Azaz, with a water-tariff collection and accounting system. 
 
Limited, geographically earmarked and short-term funding continued to represent a key challenge to the delivery of WASH services, 
especially for the most vulnerable populations living in the camps and in the North West of the country, where the security situation also 
negatively impacted the programme, by temporarily limiting access. 
 

Education: Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF reached over 268,000 children (51 per cent girls) in all 14 governates across Syria 

with educational assistance in formal settings, enabling them to return to school and continue their learning (11 per cent of the annual 
target).  Also, UNICEF provided school supplies for some 143,000 children (formal and non-formal settings, 50 per cent girls) to improve 
access to education, including school bags, school furniture (such as chairs, blackboards), and learning materials (stationery, notebooks 
and pens). To assist children aged 3-5 years old, UNICEF provided early childhood education (ECE) kits benefitting over 2,800 children (50 
per cent girls). UNICEF also supported non-formal education for over 168,000 children (50 per cent girls) returning to school after extended 
periods of absence, through Curriculum B, an accelerated-learning programme allowing children who missed on some educational years 
to catch-up with their peers (38 per cent of the target). To improve the quality of education in schools, UNICEF provided recreational kits 
and ‘school-in-a-carton' kits, benefitting some 110,000 children (50 per cent girls). In addition, UNICEF provided support for 27,273 
children in grade 9 and 12 to sit the final exams (57 per cent girls) covering their transport cost to the nearest school. Lastly, to strengthen 
the quality of education at all levels, UNICEF provided teacher professional development for 5,353 teachers, including various trainings in 
active learning, life-skills, self-learning and Curriculum B (the reach is low, as most of the trainings are scheduled during the summer 
break).    
 
In the hardest to reach areas, UNICEF provided access to 71,000 children with self-learning materials (50 per cent girls). To reach out-of-
school children, UNICEF engaged in community mobilization through door-to-door activities reaching over 33,000 people (15 per cent of 
the target - the campaign will be scaled- up in the next few months, in preparation for the new academic year).    
 
In terms of current challenges, the escalation of violence in Idleb resulted in the destruction of 45 schools as of end June and temporary 
suspension of educational activities, which in turn affected the attendance of children in some formal and non-formal education centers 
and the ability to sit for final examinations for some 400,000 children.8 However, in terms of enrolment, figures are low as most of the 
results are expected to be achieved in September/October with the new academic year and to be reported in November by Government 
partners. 400,000 children 
 
In North East Syria, education continues to be reported as a significant gap, there is a widespread need for the restoration and 
rehabilitation of schools, many of which have been damaged due to hostilities. The military use of schools also continues to be reported 
as a barrier to education in North East Syria, particularly in areas around south-east Deir-ez-Zor. 
 

Child Protection: In the first half of 2019, UNICEF continued to deliver child protection support to the targeted people in need, 

increasingly moving towards an integrated approach with education, health and WASH through multi service platforms, by using schools, 
health facilities and community centers to implement activities.  
 
Since January, over 180,000 children (50 per cent girls) received structured psychosocial support services through child-friendly spaces 
and mobile teams (51 per cent of the target) in 13 governorates9, while 30,368 caregivers were engaged in structured and sustained 

                                                        
8 According to Education sector reports. 
9 Aleppo, Quneitra, Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Dar'a, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama, Homs, Lattakia, Damascus, Rural Damascus, Idleb and Tartous. 
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parenting programmes (60 per cent of the target), and more than 197,000 people (50 per cent female) benefited from awareness-raising 
on child protection issues (including gender-based violence, violence against children and protection from separation), which represents 
31 per cent of the annual target. UNICEF in partnership with governmental and non- governmental partners, provided lifesaving messages 
and face-to-face Mine Risk Education (MRE) sessions to mitigate the risk of explosive devices and promote safe behaviors to more than 
837,000 people which included 72 per cent of children in all governorates (in total 51 per cent were female, and 35 per cent of the annual 
target). This was complemented by the distribution of 5,279 information and communication (IEC) material on MRE through regular 
programme and inter-agency convoys and by capacity-building for 1,212 humanitarian and public services providers. However, during the 
first half of 2019, 82 incidences of deaths and injuries from explosive remnants of war (ERW) were recorded in Hama, Dar’a, Aleppo, 
Raqqa, Homs, Qunitera, Rural Damascus, Damascus, Deir-ez-Zor and Al Hassakeh, and unfortunately 50 victims were children. UNICEF 
also worked in the provision of case management services, reaching 9,175 children (41 per cent girls) with specialized child protection 
services, including family tracing and reunification for both Syrian and foreign children in Al Hol camp (42 per cent of the target). 
 
The main challenges included the escalation of conflict in the North East and the North West which resulted in an increased number of 
IDPs, overstretched families protection capacities particularly in the North West where communities have been displaced multiple times, 
limited and conditional funding, delay by implementing partners to obtain the operational approvals as well as the absence of specialized 
services where children living in rural areas can be referred to.  
 

Social Policy: UNICEF views social protection as a key ingredient for sustainable peace and development, and UNICEF’s Cash Transfer 

Programme is designed to promote an integrated social protection model with links to public services through referral mechanisms and 
case management, with a view to preparing the ground for a future transition from an emergency response to a nationally-owned social 
protection scheme. Since January 2019, UNICEF has reached almost 6,000 children with disabilities with cash assistance and case 
management services in Aleppo, Al-Hassakeh, Homs, Tartous and Rural Damascus governorates (52 per cent of the target). During the 
reporting period, UNICEF reached 981 children with disabilities in Aleppo governorate with cash assistance and case management 
services.  
 
The several-fold increase in prices of essential commodities combined with the deteriorating economic situation of households have left 
many Syrians unable to provide for the basic necessities of life including decent clothes for their children. This is particularly true about 
families who have been displaced several times during the conflict and continue to live under dire conditions. UNICEF’s seasonal support 
targets children between 0-14 years old, with priority to children of IDP families living in camps or informal settlements, children in hard-
to-reach and besieged areas, returnees living in slums and informal settlements, child-headed households and households with children 
with disabilities.  Since the beginning of 2019, UNICEF has reached almost 345,000children with seasonal clothes and blankets (51 per 
cent of the target), of which 80,548 were in 56 hard-to-reach areas. During the reporting period, UNICEF reached 585 children with new 
born baby kits in Aleppo. Also, since January 2019, UNICEF reached almost 66,000 children in Aleppo, Al Hassakeh, Rural Damascus, Homs, 
Hama, Quamishli and Lattakia cities with e-vouchers to provide vulnerable families with the choice to decide on the clothes they prefer 
for their children (59 per cent of the annual target).  
 
Limited funding and delays in obtaining the approval for both programmes (cash transfer and seasonal support programme for basic 
needs) have been the major challenges affecting the delivery of results during the reporting period.   
 

Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP): Young Syrians have a critical role to play in promoting tolerance, peace and 

ensuring inter-generational transfer of protective family and social norms practices. They require access to learning, skills and employment 
opportunities, spaces for social participation, and mechanisms to ensure their well-being and respect of their rights. However, prolonged 
conflict kept adolescents and youth (29 per cent of the population, 5.9 million) from recovering their potential: 55 per cent of Syrians 
have no jobs and 73 per cent of young Syrians aged 15-24 are unemployed.10 
 
Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF and its partners reached over 251,000 young people (10-24 years old, 51 per cent are girls) in 14 
governorates (except for Idleb) with a holistic package of multi-sectoral services and opportunities to develop skills for learning, enhance 
employability and active citizenship. This includes young people living in poverty, most marginalized groups IDPs, returnees and 
adolescents with disabilities. Also, almost 72,000 young people (50 per cent girls, 24 per cent of the target) benefited from skills 
development opportunities, including Life Skills and Citizenship Education (communication, critical thinking, collaboration and creativity 
skills), vocational training courses (16,947 young people, 59 per cent are girls) and entrepreneurship innovation boot camp training (1,930 
young people),in addition to 117 youth (above 18 years) who received seed funding to implement their social and business 
entrepreneurship projects. Following participation in skills-building training sessions, adolescent and youth-led initiatives enabled girls 
and boys to take an active role in citizenship-building. More than 180,000 young people (54 per cent girls) participated in social and civic 
engagement opportunities including the youth led-initiatives, cultural activities, Sport for Development, digital engagement and social art 
(90 per cent of the target).   
 

                                                        
10 2018 Early Recovery and Livelihood (ERL) sector severity scale analysis. 
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UNICEF and implementing partners will scale-up the skills development progamme in the second half of the year to compensate the delays 
due to the late signature of the annual work plan with the Government and some delays in obtaining the required approvals by local NGO 
partners.  
 

Media and External Communication: During the reporting period, UNICEF highlighted the situation of displaced families during the 

harsh winter as well as its 2018-2019response through winter clothes distributions and e-vouchers for children. Within Syria, UNICEF also 
highlighted deteriorating humanitarian conditions in major IDP camps including Rukban and Al-Hol, as well as its response through aid 
convoys and life-saving interventions.  
 
Marking eight years of conflict in Syria, UNICEF Syria took part in launching a 11-song album by children, led by the UNICEF Middle East 
and North Africa Regional Office (MENARO), as well as marking international days, such as the International Women’s Day, World Water 
Day, World Health Day and World Day Against Child Labour through various communication products.  
 

Summary of Programme Results (January-June 2019) 

WHOLE OF SYRIA 
People in 

Need* 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Result* 

Change since 
last Report 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Result 

Change 
since last 

Report 

HEALTH 

# of children under five years vaccinated 
through polio campaigns 

13,200,000 

 
 

n/a 
 
 
 
 

2,900,000 3,259,565 1 0 

#  of children under one year reached 
with routine vaccination (DTP3 
containing vaccine) 

577,000 
 

218,789 2 
 

40,139 

# of Primary Health Care outpatient 
consultations supported (children & CBA 
women) 

2,200,000  967,6713 104,294 

# of health workers and community 
volunteers trained on new born care 
packages 

640 1,005 4 125 

# of caregivers reached with health 
promotion, including immunization 
messages 

3,500,000  2,320,800 1,371,083 

NUTRITION ¹ 

#  of children and pregnant and lactating 
women (PLWs) received micro-nutrients 

4,700,000 

2,566,942 221,029 33,358 2,400,000 319,808 2 209,010 

#  of children and pregnant and lactating 
women (PLWs) screened for acute 
malnutrition 

2,867,674 1,037,936 135,171 1,800,000 748,807 332,366 

#  of children reached with the treatment 
of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 

17,447 6,453 960 9,600 3,879 2,561 

# of caregivers including pregnant and 
lactating women (PLWs) counselled or 
reached with awareness on appropriate 
infant and young child feeding (IYCF) 

915,063 133,122 28,621 800,000 164,507 3 41,072 

Estimated # of people reached with 
nutrition supplies, including in HTR areas 

4,371,332 546,137 270,605 1,045,000 384,086 188,095 

WASH 

Estimated # of people with access to 
improved water supply 

15,700,000 

8,000,000 1,743,736 -121,258³ 3,700,000 2,137,202 394,760 

Estimated # of people have improved 
access to sanitation services 

5,500,000 342,383 -120,041³ 1,300,000 696,976 55,271 

# of school children benefited from 
improved WASH facilities and services 

n/a n/a n/a 390,000 77,4401 6,780 

# of people supported with access to 
essential WASH NFIs including in HTR 
areas 

2,000,000 1,152,194 52,523 1,600,000 826,046 80,377 

# of people reached with hygiene 
promotion interventions 

3,000,000 443,295 77,598 525,000 174,322 2 11,749 

# of people benefited from access to 
improved lifesaving/emergency WASH 
facilities and services 
 
 

3,000,000 1,965,770 152,358 1,500,000 648,650 52,758 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2169871416397820&type=1&l=92332cd608
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2168394673212161&type=1&l=a32941d72a
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2210087385709556&type=1&l=de90a5cd8b
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2228078487243779&type=1&l=35b55eb154
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/videos/1768535426584432/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2211424945575800&type=1&l=a61889fc8e
https://twitter.com/UNICEFmena/status/1095991067621670912
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.2255384494513178&type=1&l=136879cedc
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/posts/2272623372789290
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/videos/261920128065762/
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFmena/videos/2352066388363192/
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/health-workers-quest-protect-children-hama-syria?fbclid=IwAR3OkH_ARMcgdGZuI5pjiKNpnhVBT0W7BNCqjbHLy3hRS-g7RSAyteoVO3Q
https://www.unicef.org/mena/stories/quest-learning-mohammads-story
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WHOLE OF SYRIA 
People in 

Need* 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Result* 

Change 
since last 

Report 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Result 

Change 
since last 

Report 

EDUCATION ¹ 

# of children provided with education 
services in formal settings 

5,700,000 

3,300,000 1,769,311 983,190 2,400,000 268,338 25,553 

# of children in non-formal education 
benefiting from education services 

1,256,530 449,475 -1,012,354³ 440,000 168,303 23,007 

# of teachers and education personnel 
trained 

76,524 34,248 31,103 42,600 5,353 2 669 

# of children and youth (5-24 years) 
participating in life skills and citizenship 
education programmes in formal and 
non-formal settings 

300,000 113,641 72,280 280,000 27,351 6,059 

#  of caregivers and children reached 
with C4D back to learning (BTL) 
interventions 

n/a n/a n/a 225,000 33,221 3,051 

CHILD PROTECTION 

#  of girls and boys engaged in structured 
and sustained child protection 
programming, including psychosocial 
support 

 
 

5,600,000 

880,000 347,130 60,923 350,000 180,324 43,032 

# of women and men engaged in 
structured and sustained parenting 
programmes 

93,000 47,868 9,571 51,000 30,368 3,857 

#  of girls, boys, women and men reached 
with explosive hazards risk education 
(MRE) 

n/a n/a n/a 2,400,000 837,2231 45,561 

#  of women, men, girls and boys 
reached by behaviour change 
communication (BCC) interventions for 
child protection issues 

1,650,000 366,914 80,299 630,000 197,0372 36,002 

# of girls and boys received specialised 
child protection services including 
through case management 

50,000 22,816 3,939 22,000 9,175 419 

SOCIAL POLICY 

# of girls and boys with disabilities 
provided with regular cash transfers 

n/a 
 

11,500 5,931 0 

#  of girls and boys protected from 
extreme weather through provision of 
NFIs 

680,000 344,582 585 

# of girls and boys protected from 
extreme weather through provision of      
e-vouchers or cash transfers 

110,000 65,665 
 

0 

ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT AND PARTICIPATION (ADAP) 

#  of adolescents and youth (10-24 years) 
promoting social cohesion and civic 
engagement at community level 

n/a 

200,000 180,1111 8,702 

#  of affected adolescents and youth (10-
24 years) receiving employability skills 
including life skills, TVET and 
entrepreneurship skills 

300,000 71,7822 13,629 

FOOTNOTES 
*Sector results are cumulative as of May 2019 (some sector targets are revised). Note that the revised Whole of Syria 2019 UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children 
appeal is published with updated 2019 indicators and targets. 

Health 1: As the polio campaign is scheduled for the first quarter of the year, the target has already been achieved.    

Health 2,3: Data on these indicators is received from the Ministry of Health with delay of approximately 2 months, which is explaining the slightly low reach. 

Health 4: The overachievement in the training indicator is due to the expansion of the new-born programme after the late approval of the Ministry of Health (MoH). This 
was a newly introduced activity and the target was set in a conservative manner.  

Nutrition 1: The low reach in nutrition indicators is due to the operational constraints faced by NGOs implementing partners in obtaining the necessary permissions. In 
addition to this, data is received with delay of two months from partners.  

Nutrition 2: In addition, for the micro-nutrients supplementation it was initially planned to take place jointly with the measles campaign. However, the measles campaign 
was cancelled by the Government. The target of this indicator is under revision.  

Nutrition 3: Regarding the IYCF program, MOH did not adopt yet the IYCF operational strategy and therefore MOH is partially reporting on that indicator. 

WASH 1: The planned number of schools to be reached with WASH services is on track, however the number of children reached is lower than expected: A revision of the 
methodological calculation for this data is ongoing to understand the discrepancy. 

WASH 2: Hygiene promotion activities were limited by the capacity of local partners to receive operational permissions. The intervention will be scaled-up in the second 
half of the year.  

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria.html
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WASH 3: Change result has decreased due to verification of April results reported by partners.  

Education 1: Most of the results are expected to be achieved in September/October with the new academic year and reported in November by Government partners. 

Education 2: Teachers and education personnel training is scheduled for the summer season during the school break. 

Education 3: Change result has decreased due to verification of April results reported by partners. 

Child Protection1: The low reach on MRE indicator is due to turnover in the Ministry of Education that delayed the Education programming, as MRE is integrated in 
schools. It is expected that reach will increase in the next half of the year. 

Child Protection2: The low reach on this indicator is due to the operational constraints faced by NGOs implementing partners in obtaining the necessary permissions as 
well as to limited funding. 

ADAP 1: The reach for this indicator is very high due to successful implementation and good level of funding. 

ADAP 2: This activity is scheduled to reach more beneficiaries in the second half of the year. 

 
Jordan                        
                     
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs: In 2019, the Syrian 

crisis entered its ninth year. Jordan continues to host and offer 
protection and assistance to more than 2.7 million refugees including 
1.3 million Syrians, of whom 662,010 are registered Syrian refugees 
(51 per cent children) who face increasing vulnerability. Currently, 
123,319 Syrian refugees live in camps (76,843 refugees in Za’atari 
camp; 39,924 in Azraq camp; 6,552 in the Emirati Jordanian camp).11 The remaining refugees have settled in urban and rural areas, 
primarily in the northern governorates and in Amman. Since mid-March 2019, 16,400 Syrians have reportedly returned to Syria, leaving 
approximately 25,000 Syrians residing along Jordan’s north-east border with Syria, in an area near Rukban called “the Berm”. Some 80 
per cent of the berm population are estimated to be women and children, with a considerable number of female-headed households. 
Modest support has been allowed from the Jordanian side, including provision of safe water and limited access to basic health and 
nutrition services.12 A rectification exercise was completed at the end of March 2019 which aimed at regularizing the status of refugees 
residing in urban areas without the appropriate documentation. During the exercise, over 22,000 refugees saw their status rectified, the 
majority of whom were former residents of Azraq camp who had left informally. As a result, the camp’s registered population experienced 
a significant decrease (from 49,610 refugees in March to 39,924 in July). 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination: UNICEF works in partnership with the Government of Jordan (GOJ), UN agencies and 

civil society organizations to realize the rights of children. UNICEF leads the Education and WASH Sectors and co-leads the Child Protection 
Sub-Working Group (CPSWG) together with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and co-leads the Nutrition 
Sector with Save the Children Jordan. UNICEF continues to lead the Education Sector Working Group (ESWG). As one of the leading 
agencies at the berm, UNICEF is involved in the coordination efforts for the border response within the United Nations Country Team 
(UNCT). UNICEF operates within the Jordan Response Plan (JRP), which embeds the refugee response in the Jordanian development plans, 
aiming to implement sustainable delivery systems that meet the needs of refugees and host communities. The CPSWG has done a gap 
analyses within the first half of the year and based on the analyses identified 3 areas that need further funding (programs for children 
with disabilities, unaccompanied and separated children, and juvenile justice) which were considered by OCHA. Furthermore, CPSWG 
continued to focus on areas that require stronger coordination such as prevention and response to child labour and has been actively 
seeking out more involvement of the Government and creation of closer cooperation among all parties involved. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy: UNICEF continues to collaborate with its strategic partners to coordinate response for refugees, while 

transitioning from humanitarian to development interventions, given the protracted nature of the crisis. Accordingly, UNICEF is focusing 
on capacity-building and resilience of the refuge population in host communities, in addition to humanitarian programming. UNICEF 
Jordan addresses gender and disability issues in a cross-cutting and comprehensive manner, including in service delivery, community 
mobilization, demand generation, capacity building of frontline workers and national actors. All data collected is disaggregated by gender, 
to ensure gender equality.  
 
UNICEF’s 2019 education strategy aligns with the Education Sector’s three key priorities outlined in the Jordan Response Plan 2018-2022, 
focusing on system strengthening, access, and quality education. UNICEF works on strengthening the Jordanian national education system 
through support to early childhood education, non-formal education (NFE), teacher certification, quality learning and inclusive education 
(IE). Furthermore, the Makani programme continues to provide vulnerable children, adolescents and their parents with integrated 
package of services including Learning Support Services; Child Protection Services; Early Childhood Development, Life Skills and Innovation 
Labs Services. The Makani programme services are aiming to support children in vulnerable communities in Jordan to fulfil their needs 
and to reach their full potential. The services provided in Makani centres are mainly provided through integrated curriculum which allows 

                                                        
11 UNHCR data portal accessed on 7 July 2019. 
12 To date, only two distributions of humanitarian assistance were provided to the Rukban population, one in late 2018 and one in February 2019 (with one month’s worth 
of supplies for each distribution). 
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children to receive the full package in interactive ways and optimized time. UNICEF continues to build on humanitarian funding to 
strengthen national child protection system to be more responsive to all children at risk in Jordan. The launching of the National Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) for Gender based Violence and Child Protection and the National Clinical Management of Rape Protocol 
together with National Council for Family Affairs (NCFA), UNFPA, UNHCR in April 2019, is a concrete example of this strategy. Also, 
UNICEF’s efforts on institutionalizing the Better Parenting Programme (BPP) through the existing systems of the Government, including 
the Ministry of Social Development (MOSD) and the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs (MOAIA), has been instrumental in reaching out 
to more parents in a sustainable manner. 
 
UNICEF continues prioritizing the provision of life-saving WASH services for the most vulnerable people in camps and host communities, 
while progressively implementing programmes in line with national water and climate priorities in its programmes. The JRP 2018-2020 
strategy focuses on three main pillars: Climate-resilient water safety and water security, safely managed sanitation, and WASH in 
Institutions, and will further guide UNICEF towards reaching the most vulnerable of Jordanians and Syrians with access to safe water and 
sanitation. UNICEF continues providing the health and nutrition services to Syrian refugees at the north-eastern border to Syria as well as 
those living in Azraq and Za’atari camps within Jordan. Leveraging of on strategic alliance with other UN agencies and international non-
governmental organizations, UNICEF developed a contingency plan for refugees returning to Syria. Furthermore, discussions and concrete 
measures are being taken to hand over specific services to the Ministry of Health (MoH) as part of a sustainable long-term exit strategy. 
Additionally, immunization activities in Azraq camp are being handed over to the Ministry of Health, that has received technical assistance 
and capacity build by UNICEF. UNICEF is also providing trainings and technical assistance to other ministries and implementing partners, 
to ensure sustainability of interventions.  
 
The Youth and Adolescent programme strategy aligns with a number of National Strategies and Government priorities. The programme 
is aligned with the National Youth Strategy (2019-2025) focusing on system strengthening, youth positive development and active 
citizenship, promotion of innovative and entrepreneurial mindsets and economic empowerment. UNICEF is also supporting the 
implementation of the National Human Resource Development Strategy (2016-2025) and collaborating with the Ministry of Labour to 
promote and establish TVET as an attractive learning opportunity for young people through the establishment of World Skills Jordan (TVET 
5.2). The programme also strongly aligns with Jordan Vision 2025 (Promotion of entrepreneurship spirit, building skills through vocational, 
developing career guidance, integration and promotion of youth, women and young people with disabilities within the labour market) 
and National Employment Strategy 2011 -2020 (focusing on youth employment and women participation in the labour market).  

 
Summary analysis of programme response 
 
Education: During the first six months of 2019, UNICEF has continued efforts through non-formal education (NFE) to support the Ministry 

of Education (MOE) in assisting thousands of out-of-school children (OOSC) along a certified, alternative education pathway. In 2019, 
UNICEF opened 60 new NFE Drop-Out centres in underserved areas of Jordan, that are slated to serve 1,500 vulnerable adolescents within 
their first year of operation. In June, the Education Sector Working Group, chaired by UNICEF, merged with the Tertiary Education Working 
Group to streamline education coordination and support to Jordan and the MOE. Additionally, to promote safe and inclusive learning 
environments for some of the most vulnerable children, UNICEF completed various construction and maintenance projects for schools, 
such as inclusive playgrounds in Za’atari and Azraq camps in 2019.13  
 
UNICEF Jordan’s education budget remains significantly underfunded, with only 32 per cent of the 2019 education workplan funded. 
UNICEF is redoubling fundraising efforts, but possible outcomes if the funding gap is not closed include limited access to formal and non-
formal education for vulnerable groups, increases in disparity gaps in access to quality learning for the most vulnerable, camp learning 
environments adversely affected by the discontinuation of school operations, and continued poor teaching and learning if teacher 
certification is not advanced. UNICEF will likely need to suspend it’s 2019/2020 support to the Learning for All campaign, that was only 
recently transferred to MOE in February 2019 and requires continued support and funding. 
 

Makani Programme: The Makani programme, with 150 centres in Jordan, continues to provide vulnerable children, adolescents and 

their parents with an integrated package of services including Learning Support Services; Child Protection Services; Early Childhood 
Development, Life Skills and Innovation Labs Services. The Makani programme services are aiming to support children in vulnerable 
communities in Jordan to fulfil their needs and to reach their full potential. The services provided in Makani centres are mainly provided 
through an integrated curriculum which allow children to receive the full package in interactive ways and optimized time.  
 
From January to June, UNICEF’s Makani centres in host communities and camps continued to implement integrated activities to over 
118,558 vulnerable individuals according to the new programme design. This new design, launched in March 2019, provides children with 
learning, protection and life skills under a fully merged curriculum, while reducing the amount of structured time children spend in the 
centres to ensure ample recreational and study time. By the end of June, UNICEF reached 91,692 children (53.4 per cent female), including 
1,684 children (48 per cent female) with disabilities. Of these children, 69,244 live in host communities, 20,022 in camps and 2,426 in 

                                                        
13 Efforts in 2019 include, but are not limited to: 7 camp playgrounds built, 5 camp inclusive playgrounds currently under construction, 5 shaded common areas were built 
in school compounds, 54 kg classrooms built in camps, 55 camp classrooms received underwent heavy maintenance, and over 100 camp classrooms received light 
maintenance work 
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temporary settlements. In 2019, Makani centres in Za’atari and Azraq refugee camps have continued to utilise an integrated approach by 
directly implementing activities through Syrian volunteers in their own communities.  
 

Youth and Adolescent Development and Participation: Under UNICEF’s Youth Economic Engagement Programme, 567 young 

people (32 per cent female) enrolled in the Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) in host communities. In addition, a 
total of 8,455 young people registered under skills building programmes14  at Makani centres in June—3,496 from Azraq camp (49 per 
cent female); and 4,995 from Za’atari camp (50 per cent female). Since January, 21,473 (53 per cent female) young people were engaged 
in UNICEF-sponsored social innovation labs and incubators across Jordan, as part of the Social Innovation Programme.15  In June, UNICEF 
integrated innovation activities into Ministry of Youth’s Al-Hussein annual summer camp programme.16 Also in June, UNICEF collaborated 
with other Jordan-based UN agencies to host a visit by UN Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth, Ms. Jayathma Wickramanayake. The Envoy 
is a keen supporter of youth, particularly in humanitarian action. During the visit, UNICEF brought together young people from the Youth 
Advisory Council17 to discuss their hopes, challenges, and aspirations. UNICEF also hosted a town hall meeting for over 300 young people, 
during which they discussed solutions for the global challenges facing their generation. One key result of this visit is that Jordan is now 
being considered to be part of a pool of fast-track countries for the implementation of the UN Youth Strategy.  
 
The Crown Prince Foundation declared 15 June – 15 July as the month of volunteering with the aim to encourage young people and 
entities to register on Nahno (National Youth Engagement and Volunteering Movement), an online portal launched by UNICEF in 201818 
which links youth with volunteering and engagement opportunities in Jordan. Since January, 13,007 young people (62 per cent female) 
have registered to the Nahno online platform and 7,000 engagement opportunities advertised. UNICEF’s role is now focused on quality 
assurance and further supporting vulnerable youth in accessing opportunities, with a focus on governorates.  
 

Child Protection: UNICEF’s child protection-supported programmes reached 26,850 caregivers (83 per cent women, 85 per cent of whom 

are mothers) or 60 per cent of the 2019 target by mid-year. Post-programme assessments indicate that 94 per cent of participating 
caregivers have improved positive discipline and use of age appropriate practices to support child development.  
 
Between January and June, 62,892 children (54 percent girls) or 79 per cent of UNICEF target in host communities and camps participated 
in child protection and psychosocial support programmes, which cover prominent issues faced by children and youth such as child 
marriages, child labour and prevention of violence against children. As a result of the reduced funding for child protection in 2018, UNICEF 
readjusted its targets for 2019 to more realistic numbers and managed to go beyond the target for two of the indicators. However, 
indicator on provision of specialised child protection services (i.e. case management) is only 27 per cent achieved as a result of the 
reduction in number of partners providing these services. To accelerate reach towards this indicator, UNICEF is looking at cost effective 
options to engage with national partners to reach more children who require such services. 
 
UNICEF’s intervention at the Berm in June has provided 734 women with psychosocial first aid and information sharing on child care 
practices and 1,364 children (24 per cent under the age of five) with psychosocial first aid and a safe space including early childhood 
services, such as reading activities, playtime, puppet shows and awareness-raising sessions. Beneficiaries can only spend limited time at 
the clinic and the child protection caravan at the Berm, therefore the interventions are usually one off and designed to get the maximum 
benefited in a short time. In 2019, UNICEF has accelerated its interventions with the justice sector to support a strengthened child-friendly 
security sector. In June, UNICEF, Public Security Directorate (PSD) and the International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children, trained 
50 justice professionals to enhance capacity on identifying victims of online sexual abuse and bring perpetrators to justice. UNICEF 
supported NCFA to coordinate with relevant ministries and agencies to draft the 6th periodic report for the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. The report was finalized in June and will be submitted alongside a shadow report prepared by youth. The report includes the 
progress made towards the implementation of the CRC and the progress achieved towards responding to the Concluding Observations of 
2014. 
  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): During the first half of 2019, UNICEF continued the provision of a broad range of life-saving 

WASH services, prioritizing the most vulnerable in camps and host communities. With the full operation of the water and wastewater 
networks at beginning 2019, the need for water trucking was significantly minimized and eliminated for wastewater. However, with the 
rise in temperature during the spring and summer months, water demand in Za’atari camp has increased by more than 30 per cent, 
exceeding the capacity of the three existing boreholes. This has required external trucking of water from nearby sources to supply the 
increased water share. UNICEF is mobilizing resources and approaching donors to support the installation of a fourth borehole to 
compensate for the water shortage. Major rehabilitation and maintenance works in Rukban continued the distribution network and the 

                                                        
14 Both the Life Skills and Social Innovation programmes. 
15 Activities included training on the UPSHIFT social innovation curriculum, interacting with the emerging technology exhibition, and launching innovative youth-led ventures 
to address the needs in the community. 
16 Activities included curriculum training and engagement activities as part of the exhibition. Most of young people in the camps expressed interest in filmmaking, and as 
result created films to address social challenges related to bullying, women’s empowerment and education. The films were posted on social media and shared over 4,000 
times. 
17 The Youth Advisory Council was established to advise UNICEF on its various youth initiatives and consists of 60 members from different socio-economic backgrounds. 
18 The National Youth Engagement and Volunteering Movement (Nahno) is implemented by UNICEF, in partnership with the Crown Prince Foundation (CPF), Naua (a CPF 
Initiative), INJAZ (a local NGO), and the Ministry of Youth (MOY). 
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tap stands, including the installation of six additional tap stands to help reduce queuing time during hot summer days, when water demand 
is high. Meanwhile, the average daily water supply to the Rukban population has not been interrupted, with provision of 20 
litres/person/day.  
 
At the Jordan University for Science and Technology, progress on UNICEF’s WASH innovation hub has escalated and, after months of 
preparation, the pitching day was conducted in response to the first WASH Hackathon, where 12 youth teams were evaluated, and seven 
WASH-related ideas were selected to advance to the next level of pre-incubation training. Sessions on water quality and conservation 
were conducted since January. The rehabilitation of WASH facilities in three schools in Um Jimal, Mafraq, reached final stages in May, 
providing 549 Jordanian and Syrian students (75 per cent female; 10 per cent Syrians) with safe water and adequate sanitation facilities. 
 
The 52 percent underfunding of the WASH section has limited the interventions aimed to reach the most vulnerable children outside 
camps; in fact, in the first half of 2019, funds were mostly expended on life-saving interventions inside camps. 
 

Health and Nutrition: From January to June 2019, UNICEF partners supported the treatment of 4,397 children under the age of five 

(U5) (49 per cent girls) at the Berm; 27 per cent of these cases were respiratory tract infections. In addition, according to the national 
routine immunization programme, UNICEF vaccinated 3,209 children U5 (51 per cent girls) and 4,366 pregnant and lactating women. 
Additionally, 3,707 children U5 (51 per cent girls) and 3,046 pregnant and lactating women were screened for malnutrition. Results found 
12 children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM), 35 children with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) and 36 malnourished pregnant 
and lactating women. All malnourished cases enrolled for treatment. 
 
In Azraq camp, UNICEF partners screened a total of 2,968 children U5 (48 per cent girls), detecting 15 SAM and 105 MAM cases. Of the 
1,407 pregnant and lactating women screened, 63 were malnourished. In Azraq, the Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate is 2.5 per cent. 
In Za’atari camp, UNICEF screened 6,142 children U5 (49 per cent girls), detecting nine SAM and 87 MAM cases. In addition, 466 pregnant 
and lactating women were screened, 24 of whom were malnourished. All identified cases in both camps received treatment and 78 per 
cent have been cured. Furthermore, UNICEF distributed 1,667 New Born kits in Za’atari and 715 in Azraq camps. The UNICEF-supported 
paediatric ward in Azraq camp provided 32,251 (48 per cent girls) paediatric consultations and admitted 999 (44 per cent girls) children 
for treatment. In April, in Azraq refugee camp, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health with a large-scale immunization campaign after 
an outbreak of measles, reaching 20,000 children aged six months to 15 years. 
 
Leveraging on its strategic partnerships, UNICEF continues collaborating and coordinating its emergency response for the refugees. As 
part of a long-term exit strategy and in view of the 42 per cent underfunding, immunization activities in Azraq camp are handed over to 
the Ministry of Health. To strengthen systems and resilience building strategy, and to achieve cost saving, UNICEF is supporting training 
of general practitioners in camps on paediatrics and building capacity of community health workers to promote disease prevention in 
their communities. To rationalize resources, the focus is on the delivery of basic essential services, capacity building and advocacy for 
fundraising purposes. 
 

Social Protection and Social Policy: UNICEF’s equity-driven integrated social protection cash programme, Hajati (My needs), supports 

children attending Double Shift Schools (DSS) with a 20 JD (approximately 28 USD) monthly cash grant during the school year. Hajati is a 
cash transfer linked to school attendance in the formal education system, with a holistic approach to supporting their retention in school. 
Families with children currently enrolled in the cash transfer, or who were enrolled last year, receive an SMS encouraging them to ensure 
their children are regularly attending school. In the first half of 2019, the programme provided monthly assistance to 10,106 children (48 
per cent girls), including 1,187 children with disabilities. SMS were sent to 9,026 families.  At the beginning of the school year in September 
2019, an SMS will be sent to families to remind them of school start, and provide information on schools, locations, contacts and provide 
registration and referral support in coordination with the Education for All campaign.  
  
This year, UNICEF launched the Hajati Cash for Education Impact Evaluation to identify the implications of Hajati scale down during the 
2018-2019 school year due to a funding shortfall,19 which led to a sharp decrease in the number of children benefitting from the 
programme this school year from 55,000 to 10,000 (for this reason, UNICEF target will not be reached). The research, carried out by the 
UNICEF office of research (Innocenti) and researchers from US universities, identified the implications of the scale-down, including its 
effects on children’s school participation, access to basic materials and nutrition and their psychological wellbeing. In light of the findings 
of the study, UNICEF is scaling-up resource mobilization efforts and advocacy activities to be able to reach the most vulnerable with the 
Hajati programme. 
 

Media and External Communications: UNICEF Jordan continued to increase voice, reach and engagement in its efforts to advocate 

and communicate on issues affecting children in Jordan. A new website was launched in both English and Arabic – reaching an audience 
of 24,000 people in its first three months, while social media channels continue to grow with a combined 150,000 followers across 
platforms, with 5.8 million impressions in the first half of the year. 
 

                                                        
19 UNICEF’s funding shortfall for Hajati was approximately JOD 9,000,000 (USD 12,857,142). 
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Working with national, regional and international media to advocate for children and increase UNICEF’s share of voice, Jordan Country 
Office released 14 press releases, garnering 120 media mentions. A number of high profile missions were hosted raising funds and further 
awareness in media and online - including the UN Youth Envoy, footballer and UNICEF Germany Ambassador Julian Draxler and media 
outlet RTL, a delegation of digital influencers from Spain who broadcast via Facebook Live on World Refugee Day, and the UNICEF Gulf 
Leadership Circle. A total of 20 missions and 35 national events were supported to inspire action from decision makers, including the 
launch of the Government’s National Social Protection Strategy with the Prime Minister and the Innocenti Hajati impact study initial 
results. UNICEF Jordan continued its strong participation in global cause campaigns. As part of the Early Moments Matter campaign, a 
number of new Kindergartens were officially opened in Za’atari Refugee Camp and a social media campaign during parenting month 
demonstrated the benefits of positive parenting, including the critical father’s role for children’s healthy development and growth, 
through highlighting the voices of parents in UNICEF Early Childhood Development programmes. The Objects photo project created with 
the Children Uprooted campaign continued to receive strong National Committee and global media attention, with peaks during World 
Refugee Day and the anniversary of the Syria crisis. To support global fundraising and communication efforts, 18 multimedia content 
packages with professional photographs and videos, and containing the stories and voices of children and youth, were uploaded to 
WeShare. 
 

Summary of Programme Results (January-June 2019) 

JORDAN* 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Result  

Change 
since last 

report 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Result  

Change 
since last 

report 

EDUCATION (Need: 238,846 Syrian school-aged children and 102,362 Jordanian school-aged children) 

# children (5-17 years, boys and girls) enrolled in formal 
general education 

137,2061 134,1212 0 137,206 134,121 0 

# children (5-17 years, boys and girls) enrolled in non-
formal education 

11,7003 6,6314 77 8,0005 6,6314 77 

# teachers, facilitators and school staff trained 12,0006 2,2997 151 8,000 1,8838 154 

# children (5-17 years, boys and girls) enrolled in informal 
non-accredited education (Learning Support Services) 32,7009 62,23610 2,269 80,00011 54,24812 2,254 

CHILD PROTECTION (Need: 341,208 girls and boys; 238,846 Syrian refugee boys and girls) 

# girls and boys participating in structured, sustained child 
protection or psychosocial support programmes1 

136,000 62,892 6,853 80,000 62,892 6,853 

# girls and boys who are receiving specialized child 
protection services2 

11,000 4,048 760 8,000 2,211 507 

# women and men participating in PSS or parenting 
education programmes3 

70,000 26,850 3,980 45,000 26,850 3,980 

# women and men trained on child protection4 3,600 1,872 0 2,600 6535 50 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (Need: 1.3 million people, including 630,000 registered refugees) * 

# target beneficiaries with access to an adequate quantity of 
safe water through temporary provision ¹ 

20,000 14,500 0 20,000 14,5002 0 

# individuals benefiting from access to adequate quantity of 
safe water through improved water systems ³ 

1,600,000 309,682 71,450 200,000 165,9934 0 

# of target beneficiaries with access to appropriate 
sanitation facilities and services ⁵ 

215,000 119,742 0 155,000 119,7426 0 

# of beneficiaries who have experienced a hygiene 
promotion session 5 

95,000 10,752 2,223 9,000 7,7907 821 

# of affected women, girls, boys and men attending 
schools, child friendly spaces and health centers have 
reduced risk of WASH-related disease ⁵ 

20,000 10,350 0 20,000 10,3508 0 

HEALTH 1 (Need:  60,000 U5 children, 30,000 child bearing aged women) 

# children (6-59 months) vaccinated for measles containing 
vaccines2 

n/a 
 

20,000 9,926 1,898 

# children (0-59 months) vaccinated for polio3  20,000 12,263 2,447 

# children under 5 years fully covered with routine 
Immunization antigens4  

20,000 9,560 1,998 

# child bearing aged women (15-49) received more than two 
doses of tetanus toxoid5  

30,000 7,3616 1,423 

NUTRITION 1 (Need: 27,050 U5 children, 80,000 caregivers and mothers)  

# children U5 screened for malnutrition 

n/a 

20,000 29,0152 6,055 

# caregivers / mothers reached with Infant and Young Child 
Feeding services 

30,000 11,4663 1,479 

SOCIAL POLICY and BASIC ASSISTANCE   

# vulnerable children receiving monthly cash assistance n/a 30,000 10,1061 0 
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JORDAN 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Result  

Change 
since last 

report 

UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Result  

Change 
since last 

report 

YOUTH  

# children, youth and adolescents (age and sex 
disaggregated) benefitting from life skills-based education in 
non-formal settings 

n/a 

100,000 39,851¹ 3,603 

# of adolescents (10-18 years) and youth (19-24 years) (age 
disaggregated) involved in or leading initiatives aimed at 
conflict prevention and reducing social tension 

100,000 59,4022 4,251 

FOOTNOTES 

*Targets are aligned with the revised 2019 UNICEF Syrian refugees Humanitarian Appeal for Children (HAC) appeal. 

Education 1: As per JRP Formal Education targets for Syrians enrolled in formal education. The breakdown is 102,687 (RES 3.2) and 34,519 (Ref 3.1).  

Education 2: This figure reflects data officially released from the MOE in February 2019. Enrolment Camps 31,984; Enrolment HC: 102,137. Sector and result targets 
are the same.  

Education 3: The breakdown for sector target is NFE Catch-Up: 2,000 and NFE Drop-Out: 9,700.  

Education 4: NFE UNICEF current enrolment: Drop-Out (as of June 2019): Total; 4,325(female 39%); Location; Host 75%/Camp 25%(10% Azraq/ 15% Za’atari); 
Nationality; 48% Jordanians/ 48% Syrians /4% Other Nationality.  
Catch-Up current enrolment (as of Sept 2018 – it does not change monthly):  Total; 2,306 (female 43%); Location; Host 83%/Camp 17%(10% Azraq/ 7% Za’atari); 
Nationality; 16% Jordanians/ 80% Syrians /4% Other Nationality.  
NFE (Catch-Up and Drop-Out) cumulative total: Total; 13,778 (female 41%); Location; Host 83%/ Camp 17%(9% Azraq/ 8% Za’atari); Nationality; 36% Jordanians/ 
59% Syrians /5% Other Nationality.  
The correct UNICEF result for school enrolment in non-formal education in May was 6,554. 

Education 5: The breakdown for UNICEF target is NFE Catch Up: 2,000 and NFE Drop Out is 6,000. 

Education 6: The breakdown of this indicator is the sum of activities across different projects containing a training activity. This target was endorsed by the ESWG. 

Education 7: Sector Total: 2,299 (female 75%); Location; Host 82%/ Camp 18%; Nationality; 100% Jordanians. 

Education 8: UNICEF total: 1,883 (female 76%); Location; Host 86%/ Camp 14%; Nationality; 100% Jordanians. Achievements in training have been constrained by 
larger delays in finalizing efforts to formalize teacher certification. However, UNICEF has exerted additional efforts in 2019 in establishing a roadmap for teacher 
certification with a number of stakeholders, including MOE, donors and the World Bank. 

Education 9: The target is 32,700 broken down into 26,000 in school and 6,700 out-of-school children. The correct UNICEF result for May was 1,729.  

Education 10: LSS Sector Total; 62,236 (female 53%); Location; Host 78%/ Camp 19%(9% Azraq/ 10% Za’atari)/ITS 3%; Nationality; 53% Jordanians/ 43% Syrians / 
4% Other Nationality. Attendance; In school 92%/ out-of-school 8%. 

Education 11: To meet the multiple needs of the most vulnerable children across the Kingdom, UNICEF’s Learning Support Services (LSS) offer the comprehensive 
core-packages, i.e. LSS packaged with Life Skills and Child Protection components under the same curriculum, and thus, exceeds the Education Sector target. 

Education 12: 54,248 (female 53%); Location; Host 77%/ Camp 19%(9% Azraq/ 10% Za’atari)/ ITS 4%; Nationality; 50% Jordanians/ 45% Syrians / 5% Other Nationality. 
Attendance; In school 92%/ out-of- school 8%. 

Child Protection 1: UNICEF Result 62,892; 54% girls and 46% boys / Host: 80% / Za’atari: 10% / Azraq: 10%. 

Child Protection 2: UNICEF Result 2,211; 40% girls and 60% boys / Host: 45% / Za’atari: 25% / Azraq: 31%. 

Child Protection 3: UNICEF Result 26,850; 83% Women and 17% Men / Host: 66% / Za’atari: 21% / Azraq: 13%. 

Child Protection 4: UNICEF Result 653; 49% females and 51% males; Host: 21% (Za’atari: 36% and Azraq: 43%). 

Child Protection 5: Latest figures pending from partners. 

WASH 1: UNICEF WASH in Za’atari for contingency, and King Abdulla Park Refugee Camps.  

WASH 2: UNICEF result: Total; 14,500 (female 49.9%); Geographic Location; Za’atari 96.6% / King Abdullah 3.4%; 100% Syrians. Results are relatively fixed due to the 
fact that services are provided to a stable target population and limited monthly inflation is envisioned.  

WASH 3: UNICEF WASH in Azraq Camp, Za’atari Camp, vulnerable communities, and the Berm. 

WASH 4: UNICEF Result: Total; 165,993 (female 50.9%); Geographic Location; Host 0% / Camp 70% (Azraq 22%, Za’atari %) / ITS 3% / Berm 27%. Results are relatively 
fixed due to the fact that services are provided to a stable target population and limited monthly inflation is envisioned. Results are relatively fixed due to the fact that 
services are provided to a stable target population and limited monthly inflation is envisioned. 

WASH 5: UNICEF WASH in Azraq, Za’atari, King Abdulla Park Camps, as well as vulnerable communities.   

WASH 6: UNICEF Result: Total; 119,742 (female 50.4%); Geographic Location; Host 0% / Camp 97% (Azraq 31%, Za’atari 66%, King Abdullah 0.5%) / ITS 2.5%. Results 
are relatively fixed due to the fact that services are provided to a stable target population and limited monthly inflation is envisioned. 

WASH 7: UNICEF Result: Total; 7,790 (female 48%); Geographic Location; Host 0% / Camp 6% / ITS 94%. This includes reaching 5,881 with family hygiene kits in 
vulnerable communities. Results are relatively fixed due to the fact that services are provided to a stable target population and limited monthly inflation is envisioned. 

WASH 8: UNICEF result: Total; 10,350 (female 48%); Children 100%; Geographic Location; Host 0% / Camp 97% (Azraq 10%, Za’atari 87%) / ITS 3%. Results are 
relatively fixed due to the fact that services are provided to a stable target population and limited monthly inflation is envisioned. 

Health 1: Urban and camp results are reflecting a two-month reporting lag by the Ministry of Health. 

Health 2: UNICEF results: 9,926 (Female 48%); Location; Host 65%, Camp 22%, Berm 13%. 

Health 3: UNICEF results: 12,263 (Female 48%); Location; Host 57%, Camp 17%, Berm 26%. 

Health 4: UNICEF results: Female 48%); Location; Host 67%, Camp 23%, Berm 10%. 

Health 5: UNICEF results: 7,361; Location; Host 16%, Camp 24%, Berm 59%. 

Health 6: The low achievement is due to limited access to the Berm, hindering the likelihood of women to get the second dose. 

Nutrition 1: All figures include results from Za’atari, Azraq, EJC camps, temporary settlements and Rukban (Berm).  

Nutrition 2: UNICEF results: 29,015 consultations included repeated beneficiaries; Unique Beneficiaries: 12,817 (Female 49%); Location; Host 0%, Camp 71%, Berm 
29%. 

Nutrition 3: UNICEF results: 11,466; Location; Host 0%, Camp 55%, Berm 45%. Due to rationalization of interventions, as agreed with implementing partners, the 
relevant activity has been downscaled and therefore the number of beneficiaries reduced. 

Social Policy and Basic Assistance 1: Total Cumulative: 10,106 (48% girls), total June 9,411 (50% girls). Due to substantial funding shortfall, UNICEF will not be able to 
reach the planned target.  
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Youth 1: UNICEF result: 39,851 (55% female). Only 40 per cent achieved due to delay both in approval from MOPIC and in implementing MOY life skills training, which 
will start in July 2019. Thus, results will increase starting from August 2019 and target will be reached.  

Youth 2: UNICEF result: 59,402 (50% female). 

 
 
 

Iraq        
 
 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs: There are 252,983 

Syrian refugees in Iraq, including over 110,000 children (56,100 girls), 
99 per cent of whom are in the three northern governorates of the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI).20 The remaining one per cent are in 
Iraq’s centre and south, mainly Kirkuk and Anbar. Approximately 
95,000 refugees, including 40,000 children (20,400 girls), remain in nine formal camps in the KRI, supported by the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) and humanitarian community. The remaining 63 per cent are in host communities. Numbers of refugees have 
remained stable since January 2019.21 The Syrian refugee crisis in Iraq continues to exist against a background of the prolonged internal 
displacement of Iraqis which began after the occupation of much of northern and western Iraq by the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL) in mid-2014. Although large-scale armed conflict has ended, there remain more than 1.6 million Iraqis displaced, of whom around 
680,000 individuals (318,00 children) are also hosted in the KRI.22 
 
The increased population – both IDP and refugee, places significant pressure on government services across all sectors, including water 
and sanitation, health, education, and social/child protection services, as well as on social cohesion23. The majority of Syrian refugees in 
Iraq reported economic challenges and high living costs as a challenge, and over three quarters of households rely on debt to cover basic 
household items, food and healthcare costs.24 In this context, risks of exploitation and abuse remain high. There is continued need for 
support to basic services provision including transitioning to more durable water and sanitation systems and improving existing water and 
sanitation infrastructure in camps (including in schools and other spaces used by children), health and nutrition system support to ensure 
availability of quality routine services; maintaining access to education through support to teachers and supply of educational materials, 
and via psychosocial support services (PSS) that help vulnerable children and families manage experiences of conflict or displacement or 
case management that supports access to more specialised care.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination: UNICEF and UNHCR co-lead the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Sector and the 

Child Protection Sub-Sector. In Education, UNICEF co-leads with Save the Children International. Response is implemented under 
leadership of the Government, in coordination with the donor community, aligned with the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP) 
2019 to 2020. For the two-year period, UNICEF requires US$35.7 million, of which US$18.4 million is required in 2019.  
 
In the first half of 2019, the WASH Sector focused on strengthening durable solutions25 for refugees in camps. The Education Sector has 
engaged in long-running advocacy with the Ministry of Education (MoE) KRG on gaps related to payment of salaries for ‘volunteer’ Syrian 
refugee teachers in camp and non-camp schools. UNICEF has no resources to support this for the 2019-2020 academic year. As of June 
2019, the MoE is in communication with its Directorates (DoE) to take appropriate measures for the new school year; Education sector 
partners will continue advocacy on this issue. Child Protection (CP) sub-sector partners continued to work within the Sustainable CP 
Programming Framework, focusing on capacity-building of government entities and community-based structures. In 2019, so far 1,223 
individuals were trained on child protection issues and children’s rights, as part of 34 community-based structures. Partners have also 
mentored 469 government and local NGO staff on child protection-related topics and skills. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy: In 2019, humanitarian partners are working towards more sustainable solutions for refugees in coordination 

with government partners, including scenarios where refugees are integrated into government-delivered basic social services. UNICEF has 
been advocating for this integration across its main programming areas of WASH, Education, Child Protection, and Health and Nutrition. 
Since 2017, Syrian refugee children can enrol in regional government schools in the KRI. In the WASH response, UNICEF and UNHCR are 
working to increase resilience through introduction of solar-powered water supply systems. In health and nutrition, UNICEF’s strategy is 
to support fuller integration of refugees into the KRI healthcare system; immunization and growth monitoring services are already 

                                                        
20 InterAgency Information Sharing Portal, accessed 14 July 2019. 
21 As of February 2019, there were 253,085 Syrian refugees registered in the country per UNHCR. 
22 International Organization for Migration (IOM), Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), accessed 13 July 2019. 
23 3RP 2019-2020, Iraq Country Chapter. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Durable WASH activities include scaling-up solar powered services; provision of wastewater treatment facilities and improvements in solid waste management; expanding 
water conservation efforts by addressing water losses/wastage and supporting surface water harvesting. 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/5
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/69209
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integrated. In child protection, UNICEF and UNHCR advocate for increased access for refugee families and children to basic social services 
including civil documentation. Strengthening of community-based structures, such as Child Protection Committees, is being prioritized to 
increase awareness of children’s needs and rights, and child- and adolescent-friendly spaces are being integrated into existing community 
spaces. Age, gender, and ability-specific needs are taken into consideration in UNICEF programme design. Technical support to 
government educational supervisors, teachers, and social workers continues in 2019 through training and mentoring. There have been 
no significant changes in the context of Syrian refugee response in Iraq in 2019 so far. Accordingly, no change in strategy or planned 
targets is foreseen. Work to streamline response in an environment of continued and prolonged underfunding will continue. 
 

Summary analysis of programme response 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH):  Between January and June 2019, UNICEF has supported 69,062 Syrian refugees (51 per cent 

females, 43 per cent children26) in Dahuk and Erbil camps27 with access to safe water (92 per cent of 2019 target). While funding for WASH 
response remains limited, work is facilitated largely through continuous technical support to the government counterparts responsible 
for service delivery in camps. Key programmatic progress in the first half of the year includes UNICEF-supported upgrade of the existing 
water systems in two of the four Erbil camps through drilling of boreholes (Qushtapa), provision of six submersible pumps for boreholes 
(Darashakran) and installation of two solar power systems (Qushtapa and Darashakran).28 UNICEF has also invested in fencing around 
these sites to protect against vandalism and theft. These upgrades, along with others supported by UNHCR, are part of resilience-building 
interventions expected to reduce running costs and operational challenges. Average water provision to refugees in the six UNICEF-served 
camps varied between 70 to 85 litres per person per day, depending on seasonal temperatures.  
 
In the first half of 2019, per month, an average of 56 samples underwent physical/chemical tests and 124 samples for bacteriological 
tests.29 Tests have shown all results within accepted ranges, as water is now being pumped from adequately-protected boreholes (less 
susceptible to external contamination). In this context, routine chlorination has been sufficient to maintain water quality. UNICEF is also 
supporting a three-month supply of water treatment materials to cover the gap between June to August 2019. UNICEF provided financial 
and technical support to government counterparts to continue operation and maintenance (O&M) of solid waste collection services 
serving 36,413 refugees in camps (48 per cent children) (87 per cent of 2019 target). In Dahuk, UNICEF has supported access to sanitation 
for 9,010 children in schools and Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) (60 per cent of annual target). UNICEF encourages community participation 
in maintenance of WASH facilities to strengthen ownership, also among women and young people, and is working to support handover 
to government counterparts to better ensure sustainable, cost-effective service delivery.  
 
Sustaining response in this environment of continued underfunding is an ongoing challenge, mitigated where possible through investment 
in key resilience-building works, such as solar panels, in coordination with UNHCR and government counterparts. Solutions for prolonged 
challenges, including shifts to more sustainable responses (such as solar power), and treatment of wastewater, require more predictable 
and longer-term resources. Government resources to support Syrian refugees remain constrained.  
 

Education: The issue of paying Syrian refugee teachers on ‘volunteer’ contracts (not on the MoE KRG payroll) has been a prolonged and 

recurring concern due to lack of government budget to support these teachers in addition to those on the government payroll. In 2019, 
UNICEF’s has continued its commitment to incentives for Syrian refugee teachers, delivered in 44 camp and non-camp schools in the KRI, 
reaching 2,021 teachers and education support staff (854 female) since January. Filling this critical gap has required additional resourcing 
beyond what has been received for the 3RP Education response; UNICEF has supplemented additional non-earmarked resources in 2019 
of approximately US$695,870 for teachers’ incentives in the first half of 2019. This is sustaining access to formal education for around 
29,000 school-age Syrian children (14,430 girls). UNICEF was able to cover this incentive until June 2019 but has no funding to support 
beyond this point. Without additional resources, continuing education for Syrian refugee children would be at risk.  
 
As of June 2019, the KRI MoE is in communication with its Directorates (DoE) to take appropriate measures for the new school year; 
Education sector partners will continue advocacy on this issue. In the first half of the year, UNICEF also supported rehabilitation of seven 
schools in the KRI, improving the learning environment for 7,459 Syrian children (3,893 girls), and delivered learning supplies and school 
bags for 1,710 children (900 girls). Non-formal education and life skills activities have been delivered in partnership with an NGO in five 
centres in Erbil, reaching 1,743 Syrian children (790 girls), while in Dahuk 100 students (63 girls) from 15 schools participated in life skills 
activities. The 97 per cent funding gap as of end-June has meant interventions such as procurement and delivery of education materials 
have had to be reduced. Integration of Syrian refugee children in Kurdish-medium schools is ongoing, but slowly. More efforts are needed 
to raise Syrian families’ awareness of the advantages for children to enrol in the national system. Depending on resources, UNICEF plans 
training for refugee teachers in the summer period and the next large-scale distribution of learning materials will take place prior to the 
new academic year in autumn 2019. 
 

                                                        
26 Demographic data shows 43 per cent of Syrian refugees in Iraq are children under 18; breakdown varies between camp locations (around 48 per cent are children) and 
non-camp areas (around 39 per cent are children). 
27 Dahuk camps were Domiz 1 and 2 and the government partner was the Board of Relief and Humanitarian Affairs (BRHA); Erbil camps were Basirma, Kawergosk, Qushtapa, 
and Darashakran and the government partner was the Directorate of Erbil Surrounding Water (DESW). 
28 As of June, 16 boreholes (11 in Erbil camps and 5 in Arbat camp, Sulaymaniyah) are equipped with solar pumps.  
29 Tests are for Free Residual Chlorine (FRC) and bacteriological contamination. 
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Child Protection: Since January, UNICEF partners provided psychosocial support services (PSS) to 8,243 refugee children (4,208 girls). 

Specialized child protection services and case management benefited 757 refugee children (385 girls). Many specialized cases need regular 
follow-up by case managers, including individual and family visits, and facilitating services through referrals. A protective family 
environment is being supported through ‘parenting programmes’, where caregivers’ knowledge of children’s and adolescents’ needs is 
improved, and their practical negotiation and conflict resolutions skills are developed. Across the KRI, and due to lack of funds (more than 
80 per cent gap) in the first half of 2019, UNICEF continues to focus on delivery of technical support to government and community 
structures with the objective to hand-over management of community-based activities. Focus on awareness and prevention of Gender-
Based Violence (GBV) is mainstreamed across all implementing partners (Syrians refugees, Iraqi IDPs, returnees, or host community). 
Government agencies are unable to sustain activities for refugee children without external support.  

 
Health and Nutrition: In the first half of 2019, there have been no reports of outbreak of vaccine-preventable diseases in Syrian refugee 

sites. UNICEF provided financial and technical support to routine vaccination services including measles (children under 1) and polio 
(children under 5 years) services; alongside vaccinations, 4,296 children between 6-59 months received vitamin A supplementation. In 
addition, 3,145 children aged 12 to 59 months were vaccinated against measles, mumps and rubella (MMR)30 and as part of ongoing polio 
eradication efforts, in April 2019 14,496 Syrian refugee children 0 to 59 months were vaccinated during a nationwide campaign. UNICEF 
delivered more than 20,000 posters, leaflets and handouts with information about vaccination to refugee camps as part of awareness-
raising interventions. UNICEF’s new-born home visits program is designed to reduce neonatal morbidity and mortality rates by detecting 
health risks in new-borns or mothers in the month after birth. Between January and June 2019, 2,639 new-borns in camps (1,292 girls) 
were visited by trained healthcare workers. In other interventions, community health promoters in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah camps reached 
41,089 individuals (27,242 females) with health messages. 
 
Since January 2019, 66 severe acute malnutrition (SAM) cases (0.5 per cent) and 271 moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) cases (2.1 per 
cent) were reported. All MAM and non-complicated SAM cases were managed at camp primary healthcare centre (PHC); complicated 
cases were referred to the nearest specialist unit or Nutritional Rehabilitation Centre (NRC). Collectively, global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
was 337 (2.6 per cent).31 Data related to growth screening and Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) programmes is an ongoing challenge. 
Most of Primary Healthcare Centres (PHC) have paper, rather than computer-based, systems which makes accurate compilation and 
recording of data time-consuming and prone to multiple reports, where health workers count ‘visits’ rather than ‘children’. UNICEF 
continues to provide support at central level to improve the Health Management Information System (HMIS). In the first half of the year, 
UNICEF supported registries needed for growth monitoring activities in refugee camps, as well as anthropometric measurement 
equipment. Surveillance of any acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) cases continues, but no cholera cases have been reported in Syrian refugee 
camps in 2019.   
 

Social Protection: UNICEF cash assistance is unconditional but aims to reduce the barriers to education access experienced by children 

from vulnerable families; referral mechanisms are supported with government social services, including for education and child protection 
issues. In the first half of 2019, cash-for-education support had reached 2,251 children (1,272 girls), helping to meet school-related 
expenses. Families receiving cash assistance are referred to government child protection case management services if needed.  
 

Summary of Programme Results (January-June 2019) 

IRAQ 
Sector 

Target * 
Sector 

Result* 

Change 
Since Last 

Report 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Result 

Change 
Since Last 

Report 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH) (Need: 447,548 including 240,000 Syrian refugees - 100,000 in camps) 

# of individuals benefiting from improved access to adequate 
quantity of safe water in camps 

95,000 78,062¹ 0 75,000 69,062¹ 0 

# of target beneficiaries with access to appropriate sanitation 
facilities and services 

95,000 45,408² 7 50,000 36,413² 0 

# of camp residents with access to solid waste collection and 
disposal services at least 3 times per week 

95,000 45,181³ 0 41,730 36,413³ 0 

# of people attending schools, CFS and PHCs with adequate 
WASH services 

15,000 16,974⁴ 0 15,000 9,010⁴ 0 

EDUCATION (Children in need: 152,956) 

# of children (5-17 years, g/b) enrolled in formal general 
education 

78,5391 31,4751 0 30,700 29,730¹ 0 

# of teachers and education personnel trained (f/m) 1,545 209² 33 925 02 0 

# of children (3-17 years, g/b) receiving school supplies 8,000 1,6183 0 8,000 1,6183 0 

CHILD PROTECTION (Children in need: 103,500) 

# children receiving specialized child protection services 
(reunification, alternative or specialized care and services) 

3,000 2,0951 140 1,557 757¹ 23 

                                                        
30 MMR 12-59 months not included in the UNICEF HPM progress table. 
31 These rates are similar to the 2018 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS-6) which reported GAM and SAM cases rates of 2.5 per cent & 0.8 per cent, respectively. GAM 
rates of less than 5 per cent are considered acceptable per World Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines. 
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IRAQ* 
Sector 
Target  

Sector 
Result 

Change 
Since Last 

Report 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Result 

Change 
Since Last 

Report 

# children participating in structured, sustained, resilience or 
psychosocial support programmes 

23,455 12,7552 1,850 12,370 8,243² 1,356 

# of caregivers participating in parenting programmes 4,502 837 40 1,560 4383 15 
HEALTH (Children in need: 15,000) 

# of children under 1 in camps immunized against measles 
(routine) 

n/a 

 

3,000 1,884¹ 336 

# of new-borns reached in refugee camps through new-born 
home visits 

3,000 2,639² 290 

# of children under 5 immunized against polio in camps 
(routine) 

15,000 9,394 ³ 1,495 

NUTRITION (Children in need: 15,000) 

# of U5 children provided with access to nutrition services 
(growth monitoring, nutrition screening) in camps 

n/a 

15,000 12,718¹ 1,960 

# of targeted lactating mothers with access to IYCF counselling 
for appropriate breast feeding in camps 

6,000 7,4482 802 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

# of children (5-17 years) supported by cash-transfers n/a 5,000 2,2511 0 

WINTERIZATION 

# of children receiving seasonal support through in-kind 
assistance 

 10,500 01 0 

FOOTNOTES 
*Targets are aligned with the revised 2019 UNICEF Syrian refugees Humanitarian Appeal for Children (HAC) appeal. 
WASH Sector Targets and results that were reported in May have been corrected. Second indicator result: 45,401; Third indicator result: 45,181; Fourth indicator result: 
16,974.  

WASH 1: Sector - females: 39,812 males: 38,250. UNICEF - females: 35,222, males: 33,840. Achievement against WASH indicators shows maximum population reached 
in 2019. Where ‘zero’ is reported in the ‘change since last report’ column, delivery of services has been maintained, but no additional people reached above previous 
maximum. In Iraq, the challenge for WASH is sustaining response in an environment of continued underfunding (71 per cent funding gap as of June 2019). 

WASH 2: Sector - females: 23,158, males: 22,250 UNICEF - females: 18,571, males: 17,842. In Iraq, the challenge for WASH is sustaining response in an environment of 
continued underfunding (71 per cent gap as of June 2019). 

WASH 3: Sector - females: 23,042, males: 22,139. UNICEF - females: 18,571, males: 17,842 See footnote under [1] above. 

WASH 4: Sector – females: 8,657, males: 8,317. UNICEF - females: 4,595, males: 4,415. See footnote under [1] above. 

Education 1: Sector – females: 15,839, males: 15,636. UNICEF – females: 14,961, males: 14,769. The Education sector target is based on UNHCR Iraq population data; in 
some cases, KRI local authorities report lower figures of Syrian refugees present per governorate, compared to UN data. The academic year does not align with HAC 
appeal year, which reports since January 2019.  

Education 2: Sector – females: 133, males 76. UNICEF - females: 0, males 0. UNICEF teacher training activities are planned to start later in 2019; training must fit around 
the school year to minimise disruption to children’s learning. 

Education 3: Sector – females: 815, males: 803. UNICEF – females: 815, males: 803. The main distribution of learning materials takes place at the start of each new 
academic year (September/October). In-between UNICEF and partners may undertake ‘top up’ distributions according to needs identified per location, in coordination 
with local authorities. Planned scale of distributions will have to be reviewed based on available resources. 

CP 1: Sector – females: 939, males: 1,156. UNICEF - females: 385, males: 372. Across the KRI, and due to lack of funds, UNICEF continues to deliver technical support to 
government and community structures with the objective to hand over the management of community-based activities. (88 per cent funding gap as of June 2019). 

CP 2: Sector – females:  6,240; males: 6,515. UNICEF - females: 4,208, males: 4,035. See footnote under [CP1] above. 

CP 3: Sector – females: 582; males: 255. UNICEF – females: 322, males: 116. See footnote under [CP1] above. 

Health 1: UNICEF - females: 961, males: 923. Progress includes only children reached through routine services. Immunization data cannot be shared until cleared by the 
Ministry of Health (MoH) which can lead to delay in data receipt and reporting. 

Health 2: UNICEF – females: 1,292, males: 1,347. Good progress as of mid-year has been supported by the number of teams working on this programme. As visits are 
done house-to-house, data quantity and quality has improved in comparison to previous years. 

Health 3: UNICEF – females: 4,791, males: 4,603. Immunization data cannot be shared until cleared by the Ministry of Health (MoH) which can lead to delay in data 
receipt and reporting. 

Nutrition 1: UNICEF – females: 6,113, males: 6,605. Record keeping in Primary Health Centres (PHC) and Baby Huts in Syrian refugee camps are mainly paper-based 
which can create duplication in records. UNICEF follows up with relevant Directorates of Health (DoH) to support data collection and removal of duplicate entries. 

Nutrition 2: See footnote under Nutrition [1] above. 

Social Protection: UNICEF - females: 1,146, males: 1,105. No new funding for cash transfer received in 2019. Results achieved using carry-over funding from 2018. 

Winterization: Response for 2019-2020 winter response is planned to start in October/November; as of June 2019, UNICEF had received US$625,000 to support 
procurement of critical winter clothing/kits. 
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Lebanon      
  
Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs: Lebanon continues 

to host the highest number of refugees per capita globally,32 with an 
estimated 1.5 million Syrian refugees, half of whom are children.33 
Syrian refugees’ return remains sporadic and humanitarian agencies 
are not facilitating it due to conditions in Syria. 34  In January 
and February this year, UNICEF responded to winter 
storms reaching 44,548 people with assistance. As of June 2019, the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) reported 1,146 measles cases,35 
of which 82 per cent are children under 9 years old. As of the second quarter of 2019, different measures have led to increased pressure 
on refugees and a shrinking protection space: In March, the Litani River Authorities36 (LRA) sued NGOs and associations for polluting the 
Litani River37 and evicted 1,500 refugees from informal settlements. In April, the High Defense Council (HDC) adopted decisions relating 
to stricter enforcement of existing laws, including against Syrians entering Lebanon illegally, Syrians working without permits, and on the 
dismantlement of unauthorized solid structures in refugee shelters.38 In addition, the General Security Office issued a decision stating 
that any Syrian who (re-)enters Lebanon irregularly after April 24 will be deported and handed over to the Syrian immigration authorities. 
Previous registration with UNHCR is not considered a ground for re-entry to Lebanon. Furthermore, in June, the Ministry of Labor (MoL) 
submitted a plan to combat illegal foreign labour in Lebanon, adding new inspectors of different ministries, increasing fines, closing shops 
rented or owned by foreigners without work permit, and cancelling work permits if the documents are faulty. UNICEF is looking at the 
implication of these measures on children and possible mitigation measures, providing assistance in response to dismantlement and 
intensifying high-level advocacy efforts. 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination: UNICEF Lebanon continues to lead the coordination of the Education, Water, and Child 

Protection Sectors in support of the Government in the inter-agency humanitarian response, while playing key roles in the Health and 
Gender-Based Violence Sectors. Transition to Government lead remains a challenge in all sectors, as well as political sensitivity over 
refugees which hinders cost-efficient sustainable solutions. The Child Protection policy was launched at the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education (MEHE) aiming at ensuring safe, non-violent and child-friendly environment at level of prevention and response services, 
and referral mechanism. The Education sector supported MEHE in providing education to 215,000 non-Lebanese and 220,000 Lebanese 
children in public schools, and 200,000 Syrian refugee children out-of-school.39 The Water sector led by UNICEF ensured access to water 
and wastewater temporary services for over 200,000 people representing 69 per cent of the refugee population living in informal 
settlements. However, sustaining adequate coordination function in the three sectors that UNICEF leads at the national and local level 
has been a challenge in the absence of a dedicated funding for coordination.   
  

Humanitarian Strategy:   A joint plan between the Government of Lebanon and its international and national partners was set to address 

immediate humanitarian needs in the Lebanese community and Syrian refugees focusing on four strategic objectives: Ensuring protection 
of vulnerable populations; provision of immediate assistance; supporting service provision through national systems; and reinforcing 
Lebanon’s economic, social and environmental stability.  In Education, priority outcomes include enhanced access and quality of formal or 
regulated non-formal education and enhanced governance and managerial capacities of implementing institutions. The Child Protection 
programme focusses on providing boys and girls at risk and survivors of violence, exploitation and abuse with access to an improved and 
equitable prevention and response and on engaging community members in creating a safe protection environment. In WASH, UNICEF 
aims at increasing access and use of safely managed drinking water and sanitation services whilst reducing health and environmental risks; 
whereas the Health and Nutrition programme aims at improving access to comprehensive primary healthcare, including vaccination, and 
outbreak control; in addition to enforcing optimal infant and young child feeding practices. Furthermore, the Adolescent and Youth 
programme aims to increase the quality of and access to technical and vocational training and innovative skills-building programmes for 
improved employability. Across all programmes, UNICEF aims to foster gender equality and inclusion as a core component, focusing on 

                                                        
32  http://reporting.unhcr.org/node/2520 
33Comprising of 929,624 registered with UNHCR, and 208,800 Palestinian refugees, Lebanon Crisis Response Plan (LCRP). 
2019, https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/67780.pdf. 
34 Only 21 per cent of Syrian refugees are registered at birth; while 29 per cent of 15-19 years old girls are married. In addition, 56 per cent of 6-14 years old children are 
enrolled in school, whereas 90 per cent of the older age group (15-17) remain out-of-school. Sixty-nine per cent of Syrian households remain below the poverty line and 27 
per cent of Lebanese are considered poor. Significant regional vulnerability disparities exist considering almost 1.4 million Lebanese and non-Lebanese children live under 
the poverty line. UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR, Vulnerability Assessment of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon (VASYR), 2019. 
35 46% females, 54% males and with an attack rate of 24.9/100,000 among Lebanese and 15.1/100,000 among Syrians.  
36 Public water management institution. http://www.litani.gov.lb/en/ 
37 See the UNICEF Situation Report for March 2019 for further information.  
38 Whereas the dismantling started before the end of the reporting period, the main activities happened after June 30. Across Lebanon, this could potentially affect 15,000 
refugees. 
39 Out of the 200,000 children, 20,000 are in non-formal education programmes. 

http://reporting.unhcr.org/node/2520
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/67780.pdf
http://www.litani.gov.lb/en/
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removing identified barriers and bottlenecks and supporting an enabling environment. Strategic partnerships build on the strengths of 
national and local government, complemented by civil society and academic institutions to build national capacity and resilience and set 
up accountability mechanism. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): Since January 2019, UNICEF ensured the continuity of water and wastewater services for 

more than 180,000 Syrian refugees (46 per cent male and 54 per cent female), half of them children, and over 14,000 of those with special 
needs, which represents two third of the population living in informal settlements across the country. Due to limited funding, UNICEF was 
unable to significantly invest in improved wastewater facilities. In addition, since the end of 2018, the Litani River Authority (LRA), in 
charge of managing the main rivers in Lebanon, accused over 27,000 Syrian refugees living in informal settlements near the bank of major 
water courses in Lebanon of causing environmental damage due do throwing waste into the river and therefore ordering their relocation. 
Based on an assessment conducted in May this year, 184 latrines (out of a total of 3,664) within 200 meters of the Litani River were 
identified with untreated sewage, with UNICEF rectifying 142 of them. Interventions are not authorized on 42 latrines by landlords and/or 
local authorities.  
 
With UNICEF support, nine water network projects were concluded and delivered in 2019 to the Bekaa water establishment, enhancing 
water supply for more than 200,000 Lebanese and Syrian refugees living in informal settlements and surrounding communities. Though 
works were concluded and handed over, operationalization of the water projects by the regional water establishment is pending the 
connection to the electricity grid. UNICEF is strongly advocating with the Minister to ensure this connection. 
 

Education: The month of June marked the end of the 2018-2019 school year during which 430,000 children were supported to enrol in 

public formal education, including 220,000 Lebanese (Kindergarten – Grade 9) and 210,000 non-Lebanese (Kindergarten – Grade 12). 
UNICEF, through donors’ funding, has covered the registration fees of 54,755 Lebanese and 186,486 non-Lebanese of these children.40 
However, there remains a funding gap of USD 11 million in the sector. In addition, throughout the 2018-2019 school year, UNICEF provided 
cash support to 67,358 children to reach second shift schools based on selection criteria. In parallel, over the first half of the year, UNICEF 
supported the enrolment of 17,983 children in non-formal education programmes as a pathway to formal education.  
Furthermore, the second round of the accelerated learning programme (ALP) targeting all children aged 07-17 years who have missed 
two or more years of formal schooling started in June. Each ALP round of three months provides an abridged programme of study 
equivalent to one full school year, thereby preparing children for re-entry into the formal education system. This ALP summer round which 
started in 32 schools across Lebanon is focusing on children who require one last round of ALP before being referred to second shift 
schools for the 2019-2020 school year, where they can learn alongside children of their age and literacy level. To enhance school 
environment and quality of teaching, UNICEF supported the training of over 4,500 public school teachers on child protection and inclusion 
modules. 
 

Health and Nutrition: UNICEF, through partners and direct technical guidance, continued to support the Ministry of Public Health 

(MoPH) in strengthening advocacy for Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) strategy, the shift from paper to electronic Expanded 
Programme on Immunization registry, in addition to contextualizing guidelines of medical waste management at Primary Health Care 
Centers (PHCCs). UNICEF also supported the collection and safe treatment of vaccine waste from all Expanded Programme on 
Immunization points at the national level for disposal, and the procurement of vaccines and acute medicines. However, the delay in 
receiving flexible unearmarked funds has deferred the initiation of some Health and Nutrition programme activities.  
 
By mid-year, 1,14841 cases of measles were reported at a national level. To mitigate further spread, UNICEF with partners scaled-up 
Accelerated Immunization Activities in high attack rate cadastres. 71,984 children under 15 years of age were outreached, out of whom 
60,828 were defaulters from routine immunization; 34,682 were vaccinated42 through mobile vaccination units and PHCCs.  
 

Child Protection: UNICEF supported the continuation of child protection services for the most vulnerable, while focusing on better 

integrating services with other sectors, including Social Assistance, Youth and Education, to strengthen means to address and respond to 
the multiple vulnerabilities. The Child Protection programme is well on-track to reach its targets by the end of the year, following the 
continuation of partnerships from 2018 into 2019. However, an expected funding gap of around US$4 million for 2019 which may affect 
the provision of some response and prevention services43 to around 18,000 women, boys and girls.  
 
Evidence generation continues to be one of the cornerstones of the Child Protection programme to ensure more targeted and effective 
programming. Two studies on child labour were launched in June: One with the Ministry of Agriculture and another with the Ministry of 

                                                        
40 While funding is available to UNICEF to cover this number of children, the funds have not been fully transferred to MEHE yet. 
41 MoPH Surveillance, https://www.moph.gov.lb/en/Pages/2/194/surveillance-data. 
42 For defaulters who have not received vaccination, there is a plan for follow-up based upon funding availability. 
43 If no additional funds are secured, UNICEF will not be able to reach 13,000 children through community-based PPS, 7,000 caregivers through the caregivers’ programme; 
5,000 girls and women through safe spaces. These figures are estimates based on projections. Moreover, beyond these figures, lack of funding will also impact a number of 
policies and studies to be developed in coordination with ministries and activities under the Social Behaviour Change Strategy under pipeline. 

https://www.moph.gov.lb/en/Pages/2/194/surveillance-data
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Labor. Both studies will allow a better understanding of the situation of children working in the sector and the drivers that push children 
into labor in agriculture. 
 

Adolescents and Youth:  In June 2019, UNICEF in coordination with the International Labour Organization organized two “Developing 

a Curriculum” workshops44 aiming to determine the occupation standards of two job levels related to auto maintenance and repair for 
the Technical Baccalaureate Certificate45 curriculums. UNICEF and the MEHE initiated the accelerated vocational training in 22 TVET public 
schools, reaching 500 Lebanese and non-Lebanese youth in eight specializations46.  Additionally, aiming to finalize the development of the 
National Strategic Framework for the Technical and Vocational Education and Training, two technical workshops were conducted with 
the concerned experts at the Ministry of Social Affairs and the National Vocational Training Center.47  
 
Seventy participants48 from Lebanon, Jourdan and Syria (young community leaders, engineers, architects, entrepreneurs, professionals 
and experts) joined the first Water Innovation Lab to explore, study and resolve some of Lebanon’s most pressing water challenges.49 
Within this, UNICEF provided technical expertise through mentorship and coaching of participants’ ideas. 
 
Until June 2019, a total of over 20,000 adolescents and youth benefited from UNICEF programming, with the following main component 
breakdowns:  2,545  adolescents and youth (68 per cent female; 32 per cent male) through the Youth Literacy and Numeracy programme, 
10,082 adolescents and youth (60 per cent female; 40 per cent male) through the Competency-Based training and 7,394 (52 per cent 
female; 48 per cent male) adolescents and youth through the Life Skills programme. 
 

Social Policy: Following funding challenges and a wider shift toward even more integrated and targeted programming approaches, the 

Social Policy programme has redesigned its child-focused humanitarian safety-net, building on the positive results of the “Min Ila” social 
assistance programme’s impact evaluation. The new Integrated Children Well-Being programme pursues the same objectives of its 
predecessor while introducing a fully integrated approach. This is implemented through a geographically localized method and 
concentrating on the most vulnerable children who are likely to be out of learning and at risk of engaging in harmful activities and negative 
coping mechanisms such as child labour.  
 
In collaboration with partners including the International Monetary Fund, UNICEF has initiated work to publish its work on inclusive 
development in Lebanon and continue advocating for improved labour conditions and wages for low-skilled workers in the Capital 
Investment Programme.50 Furthermore, a national institute has been contracted as part of UNICEF’s support to the Ministry of Social 
Affairs to move toward a national framework for social protection and started the work in close coordination with the World Bank and 
European Union. In terms of public finance, support for the Institute of Finance is being discussed to strengthen the accountability and 
transparency of budget information and government expenditure to disadvantaged children. 
 

Media and External Communication: To mark the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC@30), UNICEF 

Lebanon joined the global campaign to renew and inspire a broad movement for children’s rights across Lebanon starting with a  digital 
campaign that was launched in June. In March, a digital campaign was launched highlighting UNICEF’s support to more than one million 
girls, boys, adolescents and young people with health, nutrition, education and child protection services. In April, to mark the World 
Immunization Week , UNICEF Lebanon  joined the global plans and produced a video and stories to raise awareness on the importance of 
vaccination. Furthermore, Hakaya Generation of Innovation Leaders (GIL) - an inspirational storytelling event - was launched in May 
offering young people the chance to be heard, and their efforts as entrepreneurs to be recognized. Additionally, more than 600 girls were 
gathered in the biggest Girls Got IT (GGIT) event– coming together from various regions to recognize the education and empowerment of 
women. UNICEF Lebanon’s new website was successfully launched to improve and fuel Communication’s cross-sectoral support and 
overall goals to strengthen trust and reputation among the target audiences. Approximatively, 20 donor visits and 10 National 
Committee/Goodwill Ambassador visits were organized to promote UNICEF’s programmes and to support new funding opportunities. 

                                                        
44  The panel of experts included seven technicians appointed by the seven association companies (sectorial committee members), one per company, plus two 
representatives of private garages.   
45 The BT curriculum is being reviewed by UNICEF and ILO with the TVET directorate at MEHE. 
46 The curriculums for those 8 specializations were developed with the support of UNICEF, technical experts in the field and concerned private sector entities. The 
specializations are: Tailoring, barbering hairdressing, cooking, maintenance of gardens (landscaping), mobile phone repair, automotive repair (mechanical assistant) and 
motorcycle repair (mechanical assistant). 
47 Vocational Training Center is under the Ministry of Labour. 
48 Lebanon (62), Jordan (five) and Syria (three). 
49 With UNICEF (WASH and Adolescent and Youth sections), the Embassy of Switzerland in Lebanon and the American University of Beirut as leading partners, alongside 
many institutional and community partners (Embassy of Canada in Lebanon, UNDP, UNESCO, Injaz Lebanon, USAID, CEWAS, Difaf and more), WATERLUTION, the Canadian 
organisation that has hosted this programme in 10 countries to date, focused this Lebanese edition on addressing industrial, agricultural and displaced communities 
challenges along the Litani River. One week of field tours, Innovation Masterclasses, mentorship sessions, and design thinking training resulted in 13 collaborative innovation 
projects designed and led by the young leaders. The participants were divided into three focus groups: Agricultural, Industrial and Displaced Communities, and guided on 
extensive field tours by experts. Field visits in Bekaa were organized with UNDP to Taanayel, Ammik, Qab Elias, Jib Jannine, and Ghazze. 
50 The Capital Investment Programme (CIP) is a development program to upgrade Lebanon’s infrastructure network including in transportation, electricity, 
telecommunication, water supply and treatment, and sanitation. In April 2018, international donors and lenders met with Lebanese officials and stakeholders at the 
CEDRE conference and pledged almost USD 11 billion in conditional grants and soft loans to finance the first 5-year phase of the CIP. For CEDRE and CIP documentation, 
please refer to http://www.pcm.gov.lb/arabic/ListingAndPDFWithDropdown.aspx?pageid=11222. 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/videos/2354697301448715/?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAWYxq3jAU7QzGoLxSVqhqzYpNrs6u7Lur3UPRCUN9z_wVy9aLvGWdHQb9OLCzCdZmUe3VOTXkczsi-zS6HR47Jkv9y8KmKa3bCW8alnjb-lB-YRbmF4uA3x9cR3PBKe2tqMmvz2FhDqJ9gastGULPHWeaWqH2yWCkwHif01exWtTO1bg8jL5j6BYxp5o264fF7BE8UT4vs6OnSzk9QknxAqHECZUpJcs00FB2kky-scgo4Q5OUXoj0IsMivlcPTvuntQcgqDomZPf2qtIzKhwhePdFfSbfUwgZ0cTGtIr8oN-7aaL9ZigSjlKpRZ8JybQpASKmq9neoIrfCY3rQw-SMu6vvV66CtXLTA&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/videos/2354697301448715/?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAWYxq3jAU7QzGoLxSVqhqzYpNrs6u7Lur3UPRCUN9z_wVy9aLvGWdHQb9OLCzCdZmUe3VOTXkczsi-zS6HR47Jkv9y8KmKa3bCW8alnjb-lB-YRbmF4uA3x9cR3PBKe2tqMmvz2FhDqJ9gastGULPHWeaWqH2yWCkwHif01exWtTO1bg8jL5j6BYxp5o264fF7BE8UT4vs6OnSzk9QknxAqHECZUpJcs00FB2kky-scgo4Q5OUXoj0IsMivlcPTvuntQcgqDomZPf2qtIzKhwhePdFfSbfUwgZ0cTGtIr8oN-7aaL9ZigSjlKpRZ8JybQpASKmq9neoIrfCY3rQw-SMu6vvV66CtXLTA&__tn__=-R
https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/press-releases/unicef-and-partners-reached-over-one-million-children-lebanon-last-year
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/videos/602701020199410/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/stories/unicef-and-ministry-public-health-are-providing-free-vaccination-all-children-lebanon
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/videos/1376436765830051/
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFLebanon/videos/452414278839082/
https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/
http://www.pcm.gov.lb/arabic/ListingAndPDFWithDropdown.aspx?pageid=11222
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There were 475 mentions of UNICEF in national, regional and international media in the first half of 2019, reaching 237.4 million people 
while the Country Office’s total Facebook reach was 2,089,945. 
 

Communication for Development: As outreach for children with disabilities continues, the National Rehabilitation and Development 

Center (NRDC) developed a play to promote rights, abilities of children with disabilities, positive attitudes and social and behavioural 
change towards inclusion. As part of meeting the objectives of the intervention, the cast is inclusive having in its membership 18 boys and 
24 girls with disabilities and five boys and seven girls without disabilities. The play will be showcased in public at schools, town halls and 
parks.  Also, two on-the-job coaching sessions were organized for partners working on disability to address the challenges on integrated 
outreach. UNICEF Lebanon is forging a long-term sustainable partnership with Religious Leaders and Intuitions (RLI) to promote child 
rights and examine shared values among the five main religious confessions in the country as well as identify potential entry points and 
messages in line with religious, moral and social values that can be used by RLI to influence public behaviour. 

 
Summary of Programme Results (January-June 2019) 

LEBANON* 
Sector 

Target** 

Sector 
Result** 

 

Change 
since 
last 

report 

 UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Result  

Change 
since last 

report 

EDUCATION ¹ 

# of girls and boys 
whose registration fees 
are covered by 
subsidies for enrolment 
into formal education 
(2018/19 school year) 

Lebanese n/a  

-4,333¹ 

220,000¹ 0¹ 0 

 
Non-Lebanese n/a 444,411 

 
230,000¹ 

 
110,000² 

 
0 

    

Total 
497,171  465,000¹ 110,000 0 

# of girls and boys 
whose registration fees 
are covered by 
subsidies for enrolment 
into non-formal 
education (NFE) 

ALP 

78,000 25,594 0 

20,000 6,4663 0 

CB-ECE 15,000 8,1744 1,987 

BLN 8,000 3,3435 892 

Total 43,000 17,983 2,879 

CHILD PROTECTION  

# of girls and boys receiving specialized/focused PSS 16,000 6,350 0 10,000 6,6971 933 

# of boys and girls assisted through child protection case 
management and specialized services 

8,000 3,065 0 4,400 3,0162 456 

# women and girls accessing mobile and safe spaces 140,000 29,085 0 27,000 11,880 1,608 

WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE 

# of affected men/women/girls/boys assisted with temporary 
access to adequate quantity of safe water for drinking and water 
for domestic use 

241,550 204,176 0 184,674 187,8241 5,275 

# of affected men/women/girls/boys with access to improved 
safe sanitation in temporary locations 

262,150 220,935 0 164,338 182,6032 6,297 

# of affected men/women/girls/boys assisted with improved 
access to adequate quantity of safe water for drinking and for 
domestic use 

1,146,900 47,986 0 386,191 03 0 

# individuals who have experienced a WASH behaviour change 
session/activity 

n/a 150,855 0 77,786 38,3914 5,591 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION ¹ 

# of children U5 vaccinated against Penta 1 
n/a 

 

100,000 35,359² 13,244 

# of children U5 vaccinated against Penta 3 90,000 31,609² 12,359 

# of children U5 receiving micro-nutrient supplements 254,000 2,495³ 0 

ADOLESCENTS AND YOUTH 

# of adolescents and youth (14+) who are supported for 
regulated NFE under the Youth BLN programme (RACE ii) 

n/a 
 

8,153 2,5451 1,594 

# of adolescents and youth (14+) supported by competency and 
market-based skills training programme (RACEii) (LC2/LC3) 

24,000 10,0822 -6445 

# of youth supported with employment support services (e.g. 
business mentorship, internships, on the job training, or 
apprenticeship) 

7,000 3,3013 798 

# of youth trained on Life Skills 19,000 7,3944 1,563 

SOCIAL POLICY, BASIC NEEDS  

# of affected girls and boys that benefited from humanitarian 
winter kits (it will be only reported in one shot in December) 

n/a 
20,000 01 0 

# of vulnerable non-Lebanese girls and boys that benefited from 
child-focused social assistance 

4,000 02 0 

https://www.facebook.com/NRDC.org.lb/?hc_ref=ARTt-ZHUPewpmbwAIJroGP8aWnEaoe7fBnfLZumGzIu05xpCnyHjHFmkXu4_S1hmuPk&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBwRMuKWrWJRutNczNcb9ldZi8t4utmMyvc91LQIQY8hxwFhl4b_nB-eq4HSeONcu19nAnC9fDNQQmNt4RYbfyksUMJ9SLu_Uua6sOW4lKLRGFY0xqMNn3C82wk2drD1aKPOc4bFGBEB0Smu1lUeO85J8VwLQkq2UEa0QnF5pSB2LDVy87yAft5NEn4k9sdSRHUGWEcEfmUyKdBy69MibTANvyE-33D6F2gAyH8gJ3icPm_TbT2C5OYzaUTGwyDX5x8blLVsmA4o7VrQ4Xd78Mv1WktD3HVnvUwYHOfNvwe1WyDtWbiLxrYFi9aOvX3c9_lZHICegG7s4sjzAcR240&__tn__=kC-R
https://www.facebook.com/NRDC.org.lb/?hc_ref=ARTt-ZHUPewpmbwAIJroGP8aWnEaoe7fBnfLZumGzIu05xpCnyHjHFmkXu4_S1hmuPk&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBwRMuKWrWJRutNczNcb9ldZi8t4utmMyvc91LQIQY8hxwFhl4b_nB-eq4HSeONcu19nAnC9fDNQQmNt4RYbfyksUMJ9SLu_Uua6sOW4lKLRGFY0xqMNn3C82wk2drD1aKPOc4bFGBEB0Smu1lUeO85J8VwLQkq2UEa0QnF5pSB2LDVy87yAft5NEn4k9sdSRHUGWEcEfmUyKdBy69MibTANvyE-33D6F2gAyH8gJ3icPm_TbT2C5OYzaUTGwyDX5x8blLVsmA4o7VrQ4Xd78Mv1WktD3HVnvUwYHOfNvwe1WyDtWbiLxrYFi9aOvX3c9_lZHICegG7s4sjzAcR240&__tn__=kC-R
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Turkey     
     
Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs: As of June 2019, 

Turkey continues to host the largest registered refugee population in 
the world. Approximately four million refugees and asylum-seekers are 

LEBANON* 
Sector 

Target** 

Sector 
Result** 

 

Change 
since last 

report 

 UNICEF 
Target  

UNICEF 
Result  

Change 
since last 

report 

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

# of men, women and children reached with C4D priority child 
rights messages 

n/a 
 

10,000 3,1811 215 

PALESTINIAN PROGRAMME  

# of boys and girls (3-5), including CWDs, provided with access 
to and enrolment in ECE schools schoolyear 2018/2019 

n/a 
 

3,400 3,2091 89 

# of boys and girls including CWDs provided with learning 
retention and homework support for schoolyear 2018/2019 

3,200 4,0402 598 

# of adolescent boys and girls trained on life skills, conflict 
resolution and healthy lifestyles 

1,000 4713 54 

# of girls and boys engaged in community-based child protection 
activities 

23,042 11,2904 4,085 

# of children U1 receiving vaccination (Penta1) 5,000 2,357 647 

# of individuals who have experienced a WASH behavioural 
change session/activity 

25,000 5,778⁵ 1,182 

Footnotes  
*Targets are aligned with the revised 2019 UNICEF Syrian refugees Humanitarian Appeal for Children (HAC) appeal. 

** All Sector targets are based on the Lebanon 3RP 2019.Figures added are based on the updated dashboard shared by the sector as of May 2019. June results are pending. 

Education 1: Sector target change result has decreased due to verification of previously reported data. UNICEF result: UNICEF is expecting funds to cover around 55,000; 
this will be reported once funds are disbursed to MEHE. The remainder of the children will be covered by the World Bank rather than UNICEF. The Disaggregation of 
UNICEF target is pending confirmation and subject to change to align with the grant total. 

Education 2: Gender disaggregation is not available. The result is expected to increase once all donor funds are received and disbursed to MEHE. 

Education 3: Gender disaggregation is not available. 

Education 4: Male: 46%; Female 54%. 

Education 5: Male: 54%; Female 46%. 

Child Protection 1: Boys: 51%; Girls: 49%. 

Child Protection 2: Boys: 64%; Girls: 36%. 

WASH 1: Male 47%; Female 53%. Overachievement for this period is due to the way it is monthly reported; this means services are provided on a monthly basis to all 
beneficiaries. 

WASH 2: Male 47%; Female 53%. Overachievement for this period is due to the way it is monthly reported; this means services are provided on a monthly basis to all 
beneficiaries. 

WASH 3: The result will be reported at once after completion of work by the contractors. This is different than the project implemented in informal settlements and for 
emergency where reporting is done on a monthly basis. 

WASH 4: Boys: 25%; Girls: 75%. 

Health & Nutrition 1: Data is reported by the Ministry of Public Health with a 2-3 months lag and is not disaggregated by gender. 

Health & Nutrition 2: This number reflects MoPH reporting till May 2019.  

Health & Nutrition 3: This number reflects MoPH reporting till March 2019 (whereas Penta 1 and Penta 3 reflect reporting till May 2019. So, the Ministry distributed 
micronutrients through its’ PHCs. To increase this number, UNICEF will discuss with MoPH on feasibility to distribute micronutrients at community level through 
community-based awareness sessions and household visits. 

Adolescents & Youth 1: Male: 40%; Female: 60%. Activities are ongoing. Result to increase in Q3/4. 

Adolescents & Youth 2: Male: 41%; Female: 59%. 

Adolescents & Youth 3: Male: 30%; Female: 70%. 

Adolescents & Youth 4: Male: 37%; Female: 63%.  Activities are ongoing. Result to increase in Q3/4. 

Adolescents & Youth 5: The change result appears in the negative due to correction of previously reported data by partners. 

Social Policy, Basic Needs 1: The indicator refers to a winterization programme which will be only reported in one shot in December 2019 upon implementation. 

Social Policy, Basic Needs 2: The integrated programme is still in the planning phase and will be implemented in the coming months. 

Communication for development 1: Male: 48%; Female: 52%.  

Palestinian Programme 1: Boys: 54%; Girls: 46%. ECE runs by scholastic year. Enrolment begins on the onset of the school year i.e. September. Thus, the funding gap in 
the programme reflects the upcoming school year. 

Palestinian Programme 2: Boys: 21%; Girls: 53%. The high number of children enrolled in 2019 were covered by 2018 funds. 

Palestinian Programme 3: Boys: 31%; Girls: 69%. 

Palestinian Programme 4: Boys: 48%; Girls: 52%. 

Palestinian Programme 5: Under achievement is due to lack of funding. 
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registered in Turkey, of whom some 1.7 million are children.51 More than 3.6 million Syrians—including about 1.6 million children—are 
under temporary protection, 96 per cent of whom live in host communities across the country. Turkey also hosts a sizable community of 
non-Syrian refugees and asylum-seekers—almost 370,000 (primarily from Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran), including some 120,000 children.52  
 
The situation for refugee children in Turkey remains particularly challenging. While almost 650,000 Syrian and other refugee children are 
enrolled in schools across the country, an estimated 400,000 Syrian children remain out of school and continue to face difficulties such as 
a lack of awareness of available services, language barriers, socio-economic obstacles and dropout. Refugee and migrant children—
particularly those out of school—are also acutely susceptible to numerous protection risks, including isolation, discrimination and various 
forms of exploitation. Moreover, years of conflict and displacement negatively impact their psycho-social well-being and development.  
The Government of Turkey leads the overall refugee response and shoulders most of the financial burden—more than US $37 billion since 
2012, according to latest government estimates. Despite the considerable progress achieved to date, its immense scale and scope 
continues to place enormous strain on the country’s basic services and infrastructure.  
 
In addition, Turkey remains a leading transit country for unregistered refugees and migrants on the move toward Europe. During the first 
half of the year, more than 40,000 refugees and migrants—primarily Afghanis, Syrians, Iraqis and Congolese—risked their lives attempting 
to cross by sea and land from Turkey into the EU. Of these, almost 20,000 successfully arrived in Greece and Bulgaria,53 while 13,000 
people were rescued or intercepted at sea and 7,200 were apprehended on land by Turkish authorities.54 Tragically, at least 53 people 
have reportedly died or are missing while making the attempt. Of those who successfully crossed so far in 2019, approximately 40 per 
cent are believed to be children.  
 
The overall refugee context in Turkey has not changed significantly in recent years, with trends remaining on par with 2018 numbers and 
population growth largely due to natural birth rates. In 2019 the prospect of a voluntary, safe and dignified return to Syria remains unlikely 
due to ongoing obstacles such as insecurity; housing, land, and property issues; and continued large-scale displacement within the country 
due to violence, particularly in and around Idlib. Nevertheless, spontaneous returns from Turkey continue to take place; the UN has 
verified 7,88955 spontaneous voluntary returns to Syria in 2019, putting the estimated total number at 117,000 since 2015. In addition, 
rising international hostilities with Iran and the prospect of punitive economic or military action could further exacerbate the situation 
along Turkey’s eastern border, while increasing tensions with Europe over the EU-Turkey Statement could lead to increased outflows in 
the west. UNICEF, together with the government and other partners, remains focused on improving the lives of the most vulnerable 
children in Turkey. 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination: The Government of Turkey leads the overall crisis response and remains the largest 

provider of humanitarian aid to Syrians as well as other refugee and migrant groups. The United Nations Country Team supports national 
efforts to respond to the Syria crisis within the framework of the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), as well as those related to 
the refugee and migrant crisis in Europe. Overall strategic leadership of the inter-agency response continues through the Syria Response 
Group, with technical coordination taking place through the Syria Task Force.  
 
UNICEF actively participates in all relevant coordination mechanisms and Working Groups (WGs), co-leading the Education WG, the 
Education and Child Protection Sub-WGs, and the South-East Turkey Education and Child Protection WGs. UNICEF is also a member of the 
Durable Solutions Working Group and Working Group on Contingency Planning. In addition, UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of 
National Education (MoNE) and partners to increase access and coverage to all forms of education, improve education quality and 
inclusiveness, and support the retention of refugee children in Turkey, while also continuing to meet the educational needs of vulnerable 
Turkish children affected by the crisis.  
 
 
In 2019, UNICEF and partners worked on expanding cross-sectoral partnerships between the CP Sub-WG, MHPSS56 and Health WG, with 
an aim to better understand the needs of children with MHPSS concerns and strengthen their referrals to specialized services. As a result 
of these efforts, harmonization of PSS services for refugee children has been achieved amongst the partners. The Education WG has 
prioritized profiling and scoping the needs of out-of-school children and are developing a comprehensive strategy for integrated package 
of services that includes non-formal education, life skills development and accelerated learning programmes to address their needs. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy: UNICEF’s work in Turkey is guided by the Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action and 

implemented in partnership with the Turkish government. Under the frameworks of the 3RP and the No Lost Generation Initiative, UNICEF 
focuses on five priority areas—Education, Child Protection, Adolescents and Youth, Health, and Basic Needs—to reach refugee children 
in camps and host communities, as well as vulnerable Turkish children affected by the crisis. UNICEF also provides targeted protection 
and basic needs support to vulnerable children and families on the move across Turkey. 

                                                        
51 Slight fluctuations in the number of refugees reported are due to ongoing cleaning of registration rolls by the Government of Turkey. 
52 Directorate-General for Migration Management (DGMM), June 2019. The number of non-Syrian refugees and asylum-seekers remains unchanged as of October 2018.  
53 18,294 entered Greece (12,863 by sea, 5,431 by land) and 836 entered Bulgaria by land. 
54 Turkish Coast Guard and Gendarmerie, June 2019. 
55 As verified by UNHCR through interviews at UNHCR reception centres and based on governments’ departure lists. 
56 Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Working Group. 
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UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services (MoFLSS) and other partners to strengthen national child 
protection systems, with the aim to expand the coverage and quality of services for vulnerable refugee, migrant and Turkish children 
across the continuum of care. Under the framework of the No Lost Generation Initiative, UNICEF works closely with the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports (MoYS), MoFLSS and NGO partners to address the needs of Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth by expanding 
opportunities for meaningful engagement, empowerment and life skills education. Furthermore, in collaboration with MoFLSS, 
municipalities, civil society and the private sector, UNICEF works to strengthen existing systems to ensure vulnerable refugee, migrant 
and Turkish children have increased access to social protection services. 
 
Thanks in part to the concerted efforts by the government and 3RP partners to expand access to education and child protection services 
for refugee children, in June 2019 UNICEF revised its targets for formal education, non-formal education and the provision of psychosocial 
support. The scale-up of services and strengthening of national systems remains a top priority in 2019, with efforts being made to enhance 
the inclusivity and gender sensitivity of coverage and care to reach the most vulnerable children—such as child workers and refugee 
children with disabilities. UNICEF also continues to strengthen its resilience focus to reflect and sustainably address the protracted, 
complex nature of the refugee crisis. As part of this strategy, UNICEF is exploring opportunities for multi-sectoral programming with new 
partners—particularly local municipalities and foundations—to ensure continued access to the most vulnerable and underserved children 
and their families. 
 

Summary analysis of programme response 
 
Child Protection: In 2019, UNICEF scaled-up outreach services to host communities to strengthen the identification and referral of at-

risk children. Thanks to expanded partnerships with government authorities and NGOs, nearly 38,700 children with protection needs were 
identified and referred to specialized services, of whom over 17,750 children received needed specialized support and assistance. UNICEF 
also supported the national protection outreach programme (ASDEP) by strengthening the capacity of 15 outreach teams in 15 provinces 
with the highest concentration of refugees and helped to strengthen and standardize case management system and tools. By the end of 
2019, UNICEF aims to see more than 40,000 children identified and referred.  
 
In addition, UNICEF currently supports the strengthening of the national care system through the development of new service models. 
This includes the design of mechanisms for decision-making and gatekeeping to be implemented in First Assessment Centres57 for children 
in need of protection; a foster care system for children with disabilities and a short-term foster care system. 
 
In 2019, UNICEF and partners also focused on improving the quality of the community-based child protection service delivery for refugee 
and migrant children, reaching almost 70,000 children with psychosocial support services via a comprehensive network of 74 protection 
spaces in 23 provinces and government service points. Efforts in 2018 to strengthen data collection by partners have resulted in fully 
operational data management systems this year, which coupled with renewed partnerships at the local level including with municipalities, 
have contributed to more efficient targeting of the most vulnerable children and families.  
 
Despite important strides made in 2019 to address the protection needs of refugee and vulnerable children, gaps remain, namely: the 
uneven coverage of quality services and overstretched capacity of partners; weak regulatory frameworks for case management 
procedures; insufficient provision of family-care options for refugee children in need and insufficient tools to monitor child protection 
needs and trends at the national level. In 2019, UNICEF will continue to work with the MoFLSS to strengthen the quality and effectiveness 
of case management procedures, expand foster care provisions and gradually introduce temporary/emergency foster care options for 
children in urgent need of care and protection.  
 

Education: Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF continued to expand access to early childhood education (ECE) services through 

community and home-based programmes. To date, nearly 11,500 Turkish and Syrian children58 benefitted from the home-based ECE 
programmes, while more than 2,800 children59 across the southeast enrolled in ECE summer school classes in June 2019. The 10-week 
summer school programme, conducted in Turkish and Arabic and the first of its kind in Turkey, aims to support Syrian children ’s entry 
into Turkish schools. 
 
UNICEF also worked to ensure that the most vulnerable children in Turkey, particularly refugee children and children with disabilities, are 
fully accessing their right to formal education. Together with MoNE, the Remedial Education Programme (designed to support children 
who are unable to reach expected 3rd grade learning achievement outcomes), was revised and finalized in May 2019; the revised 
programme was endorsed by the Turkish Board of Education and will be rolled out for all 3rd graders—Turkish and refugee—during the 
2019/2020 school year. In addition, the existing Psychosocial Support (PSS) Programme, which provides in-school support to students 
suffering from various forms of trauma, was revised to meet the needs of refugee learners, and is already being implemented across the 
country.  

                                                        
57 Safety/transit centres for children in need of protection whilst the risk/needs assessment is carried out.  
58 5,629 girls, 5,836 boys. 
59 1,372 girls, 1,436 boys. 



26 
 
 

 
In non-formal education, UNICEF continued to work to expand access for vulnerable and out-of-school refugee children. More than 29,200 
children60 were reached in 24 provinces through outreach campaigns, which raised awareness among families and local communities on 
the education services available to children, while also enabling outreach teams to identify and refer out-of-school children (OOSC) to 
relevant educational opportunities. Meanwhile, over 5,200 refugee children61 were enrolled into the UNICEF-MoNE Accelerated Learning 
Programme, which supports OOSC to transition into the formal education system, enter vocational training, or acquire the basic skills and 
knowledge needed for self-sufficiency. More than 3,500 refugee children62—86 per cent of whom were out of school—were enrolled in 
Turkish Language Courses at over 40 Ministry of Youth and Sports Community centres in 24 provinces. 
 
Through its strong partnership with MoNE, UNICEF was able to successfully roll out new and enhanced programmes to benefit all children 
in Turkey. Nevertheless, challenges remain in supporting the integration of Syrian children into Turkish public schools, particularly around 
ensuring the capacity of staff and inclusivity of services. To address these challenges, UNICEF and MoNE will continue strengthening 
programmes like the Remedial Education Programme and the ALP, while continuing inclusive education teacher training and ensuring 
that Counselling and Research Centres (RAMs) have increased capacity to provide support to Syrian children. Furthermore, UNICEF Turkey 
is undertaking an Out-of-School Children Study to better understand the barriers to school that Syrian children continue to face and find 
effective ways forward.  
 

Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP): In 2019, UNICEF continued to strengthen and expand programming with 

government and NGO partners—including local municipalities, universities and foundations—to provide age-appropriate activities and 
trainings for refugee and Turkish adolescents and youth. These activities, which include peer-to-peer empowerment trainings, life-skills 
programmes, social action projects, sports and community events, have reached 92,150 Syrian and Turkish adolescents and youth to 
date.63  
 
As part of the life-skills programming, a total of 60 Turkish and Syrian adolescents participated in a photography workshop entitled ‘Youth 
Lens’ in İzmir, Gaziantep and Istanbul under the guidance of an internationally renowned photographer, Reza Deghati. The workshops 
nurtured adolescents’ innate talents and interests in photography and were so successful that they led to high-level photography 
exhibitions, entitled ‘Dreams of the Future’, at the Economic, Social and Environmental Council in Paris as well as during the June UNICEF 
Executive Board meeting in New York. The exhibitions, which also featured Syrian and Turkish adolescent photographers sharing their 
perspectives on the workshops and life in general, offered a valuable opportunity for UNICEF to spotlight the situation of adolescents and 
youth in Turkey. 
 
In addition, UNICEF conducted a series of capacity-building activities for partners to strengthen their ability to engage meaningfully and 
sustainably with young people. Nearly 150 MoYS staff and volunteers were trained to improve their outreach capacity via MoYS youth 
centres in 15 provinces. In addition, as part of a new partnership with the Government of Turkey’s Ombudsman Institution UNICEF trained 
over 20 experts from the Ombudsman’s Office on key concepts and principles of social cohesion programming and how to engage with 
adolescents and youth. These experts will now in turn support peer-to-peer activities in local communities promoting child rights and 
adolescent-friendly engagement.   
 
UNICEF also organized a “Social Cohesion Learning Workshop” in February for partners to strengthen coordination, improve programme 
delivery and identify and address key bottlenecks or challenges to implementation. Over 150 people from 10 organizations participated 
in the workshop, including youth representatives from across Turkey, with discussions focused on sharing experiences, best practices and 
lessons learned in designing and delivering social cohesion programmes for adolescents and youth. Following one of the recommendations 
from the workshop, UNICEF and partners are supporting the establishment of a regional youth network on social cohesion, which will 
implement a pilot programme on digital life-skills for Turkish and refugee youth in Gaziantep, Mardin, Kilis and Şanlıurfa. 
 
While the ADAP programme achieved significant results for adolescents and youth in 2019, nevertheless challenges persist, primarily 
related to data collection, monitoring and reporting. For example, the large scale and scope of many social cohesion activities—such as 
community and sporting events—makes it difficult to track unique individual beneficiaries.  However, UNICEF is working closely with 
partners to address these gaps in the months ahead. 
 

Social Protection: In the first half of 2019, the Conditional Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE) Programme for Refugee Children grew 

considerably, with 511,453 refugee children64 receiving at least one payment—an increase of nearly 25 per cent since December 2018. 
Almost 70 per cent of all refugee children enrolled in schools across the country have benefitted from the programme. The final round of 
the longitudinal survey of CCTE beneficiary households has now been completed, and findings are currently being analysed. Along with 
two school years of administrative data on refugee school attendance, the findings will be used to inform and improve the CCTE 
programme going forward.  

                                                        
60 13,910 girls, 15,316 boys. 
61 2,457 girls, 2,781 boys. 
62 1,643 girls, 1.860 boys. 
63 45,566 girls, 46,584 boys. 
64 255,064 girls, 256,389 boys. 
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In 2019, UNICEF also expanded its programme to prevent child labour, which focuses on strengthening the capacity of the public and 
private sectors to better identify and address child labour cases, while providing targeted services to at-risk children and adolescents and 
their families. A total of 90 MoFLSS labour inspectors were trained on child rights and business principles in 2019; 850 inspectors have 
been trained since the beginning of this partnership in March 2017. Together with NGO partner the Development Workshop (DW), UNICEF 
also organized a series of trainings to newly-established MoFLSS Provincial Child Labour Prevention Units in six provinces65 with large 
seasonal worker populations. In addition, UNICEF worked with MoNE to develop a package of training materials to help Technical and 
Vocational Education/Training (TVET) schools meet the needs of vulnerable adolescents – with these materials on hand, UNICEF plans to 
train 400 TVET staff by end year. 
 
Working with NGO partner Support to Life, UNICEF also provided targeted, age-based PSS services to 42066 children engaged in (or at risk 
of) child labour in the provinces of Adana, Şanlıurfa, Hatay, and Diyarbakır. In addition, 1,64567 children and 70168  parents received child 
protection-related interventions—such as awareness raising sessions, referrals to external and social services, etc.—aimed at preventing 
or mitigating child labour. Since the start of the programme in January 2018, over 8,20069 children and nearly 3,000 parents have 
benefitted from protection-related interventions aimed at preventing or mitigating child labour.  
 
UNCEF continues working closely with the government and civil society to make social protection services more child-friendly and multi-
sectoral. While much has been achieved to date, including a greater recognition and ownership of the problem of child labour among key 
stakeholders, more needs to be done to enhance local capacities and ensure a continuum of services for the most vulnerable children. 
These will be renewed focus areas for UNICEF in the months ahead. 
 

Basic Needs: UNICEF and partners coordinate closely with local authorities to provide one-off, cash-based winter assistance to the most 

vulnerable children and families. For the 2018-2019 winter programme, UNICEF and partners targeted vulnerable families who were not 
yet enrolled in the nationwide Emergency Social Safety Net (ESSN) for Refugees70, as well as a smaller caseload of highly vulnerable non-
Syrian and Turkish households. A total of 10,288 households in the provinces of Hatay, Diyarbakir and Batman received cash-based 
assistance, benefitting nearly 51,000 people including almost 23,300 children.  
 

Media and External Communications: In 2019, UNICEF continued to advocate and raise awareness on key child rights issues in Turkey, 

with an emphasis on the situation of vulnerable Syrian refugee and migrant children. In March, UNICEF’s Executive Board visited Turkey 
and had a series of high-level meetings with the government, civil society and the donor community. The Board also visited Gaziantep and 
Kilis, where they observed UNICEF’s programmes and met with refugee and Turkish children and families, as well as local partners. In May 
and June, the “Dreams of the Future” photography exhibition—which featured photos taken by Syrian and Turkish adolescents as part of 
UNICEF’s non-formal education (NFE) programme—was held in Paris and at UNICEF Headquarters in New York.  
 
UNICEF also supported or organized a number of international events to highlight UNICEF’s work and the situation of children in Turkey, 
including visits by UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors Teddy Riner, the most successful judo competitor in history, and Ceddi Osman, a Turkish 
basketball player for the NBA’s Cleveland Cavaliers. As part of a series of events commemorating the 30th anniversary of the CRC, UNICEF 
facilitated the participation of Turkish and refugee children at the UEFA Euro qualifier match between Turkey and France.  
 
In addition, UNICEF produced and published several human-interest stories, press releases and videos such as “Love of Sports Unites” and 
“What happiness looks like?”. To date this year, UNICEF has reached 44 million people via traditional media outlets such as AFP, ANSA, 
France 24, El Mundo, Daily Sabah, CNN Türk and Anatolian News Agency. Social media followers grew from 205,900 to 210,000 on 
Facebook, from 113,000 to 156,000 on Instagram and from 35,700 to 38,000 on Twitter, with a total number of engagement of 781,000.  
 

Summary of Programme Results (January-June 2019) 

TURKEY* Sector Target Sector Result 
Change since 

last report UNICEF Target  UNICEF Result 
Change 

since last 
report 

EDUCATION (2019 Needs: 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (3-5 years) enrolled in 
ECCE and pre-primary education 59,280 n/a n/a 42,000 43,6631 6,458 

# of children enrolled in formal 
education (pre-primary - grade 12) 700,000 648,592 0 700,000 648,5922 0 

# of children enrolled in accredited 
non-formal education 51,278 n/a n/a 20,000 9,7153 1,401 

                                                        
65 Eskisehir, Bursa, Manisa, Konya, Ankara and Adana. 
66 195 Turkish, 225 Syrian; 221 boys, 199 girls. 
67 744 Syrians, 901 non-Syrians; 928 boys, 717 girls. 
68 464 Syrians, 237 non-Syrians; 203 men, 498 women. 
69 4492 Syrians, 3721 non-Syrians; 4,500 boys, 3,713 girls. 
70 The ESSN is a programme that provides regular, unconditional cash payments to the most vulnerable refugee families living in Turkey. It is implemented jointly by MoFLSS, 
the World Food Programme and the Turkish Red Crescent Society. 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefturkiye/photos/a.384103854339/10156723902989340/?type=3&theater
https://www.unicef.org/turkey/en/stories/dreams-future
https://www.instagram.com/p/BzAM8gPl-Kj/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbSMuTn3mpM
https://www.unicef.org/turkey/en/stories/love-sports-unites
https://www.unicef.org/turkey/en/stories/what-happiness-looks
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TURKEY Sector Target Sector Result 
Change since 

last report UNICEF Target  UNICEF Result 
Change 

since last 
report 

# of Syrian teachers and other 
education personnel receiving 
incentives 

13,000 12,593 0 13,000 12,5934 0 

# of teachers and other education 
personnel trained 57,799 n/a n/a 54,400 05 0 

# of refugee children benefiting 
from the conditional cash transfer 
for education 

525,000 n/a n/a 525,000 511,4536 0 

CHILD PROTECTION (2019 Needs: 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of individuals (men, women and 
children) benefitting from child 
protection services in camps and 
host communities 

606,160 260,864 66,243 150,000 129,5861 
 

32,970 
 

# of children participating in 
structured, sustained child 
protection or psychosocial support 
programmes 

94,900 69,975 69,975 80,000 69,9752 3,178 

# of children assessed for 
protection needs 121,063 n/a n/a 77,000 38,6933 0 

# of children who are referred to 
specialized services 

36,186 18,938 18,938 25,000 17,7524 0 

ADOLESCENTS & YOUTH (2019 Needs: 3.6 million Syrian refugees, including 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of Syrian and Turkish adolescents 
and youth engaged in 
empowerment programmes1 

112,220 72,929 13,194 100,000 61,1151 5,603 

BASIC NEEDS (2019 Needs: 11.7 million Syrian refugee and vulnerable Turkish individuals, including 4 million children) 

# of persons benefitting from cash-
based interventions (including 
winter support) 

1,752,950 n/a n/a 60,000 50,9321 0 

HEALTH (2018 Needs: 3.6 million Syrian refugees, including 1.6 million Syrian refugee children) 

# of Syrian health care providers 
(women/men) trained 

1,650  n/a n/a 1,400 0¹ 0 

FOOTNOTES 

* Targets are aligned with the revised 2019 UNICEF Syrian refugees Humanitarian Appeal for Children (HAC) appeal. 

Education 1: 21,475 girls and 22,188 boys. This result includes beneficiaries enrolled in formal, community- and home-based ECE. 

Education 2: This reflects highest enrolment figures for 2019 and includes 32,103 pre-primary and as well as 56,191 Iraqi students. Enrolment as of June 2019 was 
643,058 (316,485 girls, 326,573 boys).  

Education 3: 4,639 girls and 5,076 boys.  

Education 4: 12,593 (6,698 women, 5,895 men) represents the highest number of education personnel supported in 2019; the number supported in June was 12,495 
(6,645 women, 5,850 men).  

Education 5:  UNICEF is currently in discussions with MoNE to plan and schedule teacher trainings for 2019. 

Education 6: 246,813 girls and 247,807 boys. CCTE result represents a cumulative number of children receiving the CCTE cash-assistance. Overachievement is due to 
a larger than anticipated increase in the number of refugee children enrolled in formal education; UNICEF and the Government of Turkey are in discussions to revise 
the target accordingly. 

Child Protection 1: UNICEF worked with its implementing partners to review and adjust data reported during the first half of 2019. Therefore, sex disaggregated data 
are not available this month.   

Child Protection 2: UNICEF worked with its implementing partners to review and adjust data reported during the first half of 2019. Therefore, sex disaggregated data 
are not available this month. High achievement under this indicator is due to partners reporting only newly-registered children; thus, numbers are higher at the 
beginning of the year and will then continue to decrease for the remainder of the year.  

Child Protection 3: UNICEF worked with implementing partners to review and adjust data reported during the first half of 2019, therefore, there is no progress for this 
indicator. The overall high reach so far this year is due to ongoing improvements by the sector in case management. 

Child Protection 4: UNICEF worked with its implementing partners to review and adjust data reported during the first half of 2019. Therefore, there is no progress for 
this indicator. 

Adolescents and Youth 1: UNICEF worked with its implementing partners to review and adjust data reported during the first half of 2019. Therefore, sex disaggregated 
data are not available this month.   

Basic Needs 1: Results are for the current 2018-2019 winter season. Implementation has been delayed in certain target provinces due to operational restrictions on the 
ground; UNICEF and partners are working to resolve these bottlenecks to accelerate implementation. 

Health 1: UNICEF is currently in discussions with MoH and WHO to plan and schedule trainings. 
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Egypt                            
 
 

Humanitarian situation and needs: Egypt is a destination country 

for refugees and asylum-seekers. As of June 2019, there were 249,499 
registered refugees and asylum seekers in Egypt, including 131,433 
Syrians (53 per cent) and 118,066,430 from other nationalities (47 per 
cent). About 16,108 refugees and asylum seekers were newly 
registered in 2019, a 6.45 per cent increase compared to last year.  Of those newly registered this year, 2,993 (19 per cent) are Syrians 
and 13,115 (81 per cent) from other nationalities.71   
 
Syrian refugees live in urban areas alongside Egyptian communities across the country and are mainly concentrated in Greater Cairo, 
Alexandria and Damietta. As per the 2012 presidential decree, Syrian refugees have access to public education and health public facilities 
at an equal level with Egyptian nationals. While considerable progress has been made towards improving school enrolment rates,72 some 
barriers related to access to education remain. Poverty is the main reason for Syrian refugee children not being enrolled or attending 
school. The steady increase of commodity prices makes it more difficult for parents from refugee communities to cover the direct and 
indirect costs of education and consequently leads to an increased number of children not being enrolled in schools, at-risk of dropping 
out or being engaged in child labour. Overcrowded classrooms, lack of supplies, language barriers, violence and discrimination in schools 
remain major constraints to education, particularly in areas with a high-density of refugee population. 
 
Vulnerability levels of Syrian refugees in Egypt remain high. While they share similar challenges with urban poor households from the host 
community, they encounter additional challenges because of their legal status, including timely access to residency permits due to 
centralized and lengthy administrative procedures, and limited livelihood opportunities. Data from the latest Egypt Vulnerability 
Assessment for Refugees (EVAR) conducted in 2017 shows that 85 per cent of the registered Syrian refugees are unable to meet their 
basic needs. Moreover, to meet their basic needs, 64 per cent of households are forced to resort to negative coping mechanisms (child 
labour, child marriage, etc.) as a way of generating income. This represents a five per cent increase compared to 2016. Of those households 
engaging in negative coping mechanisms, 79 per cent stated that they need to borrow money to survive, which is an increase of 11 per 
cent from 2016. After the Egyptian Government's decision on the liberalization of the Egyptian pound in November 2016, there has been 
a significant increase in the cost of living, including all food commodities and services, which makes it more difficult for vulnerable 
populations to meet their basic needs. The rise in prices of gasoline and electricity in 2018 resulted in the acceleration of inflation, which 
further worsened the situation.  
 
The vulnerability and needs of the host community are no lesser than those of the refugees, with Egypt’s economy likely to face continued 
challenges in 2019 and 2020. While the Government’s reform efforts are expected to reflect positively on the economy in the medium to 
the long run, vulnerable populations will continue to face serious challenges in the short term. The Egypt Regional Refugee and Resilience 
Plan (3RP) continues using the official poverty rate data collected by the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics (CAPMAS) 
along with the poverty map to target the most vulnerable communities in refugee dense areas. It also emphasizes working with local 
actors and the Government to continue building their capacities in better understanding the needs, challenges, and opportunities related 
to the hosting of refugees.  
 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination: UNICEF, in line with the 2019-2020 Refugee Resilience Response Plan (3RP), has 

leveraged existing programme mechanisms and partnerships with relevant government and non-government partners to address access 
to and quality of services to refugee and migrant children in child protection, education, health and social protection. While providing 
humanitarian assistance to refugee and migrant children, UNICEF also supported the strengthening of national systems to ensure they 
are increasingly inclusive of the refugee and migrant population. As co-chair of the Education Working Group (EWG) and the Child 
Protection Sub-Sector Working Group (CPWG) as well as a member of the Health Working Group (HWG) and Cash for Basic Needs Working 
Group, UNICEF contributed to identifying coordination mechanisms that would strengthen synergies among humanitarian actors and 
enhance effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian efforts for refugee and migrant children in Egypt. 
 
UNICEF provided technical support to the National Taskforce on Children on the Move/National Council for Childhood and Motherhood 
(NCCM) to finalize and adopt annexes to the national SOPs addressing migrant children, refugee children, and victims of trafficking. 

                                                        
71 UNHCR Egypt Monthly Statistical Report as of June 2019.  
72 Reaching 89 per cent per latest UNHCR internal survey in 2018. 
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Humanitarian Strategy: UNICEF continues to take the lead in providing support for primary health care services provided at the Ministry 

of Health and Population (MoHP) Primary Health Units (PHUs) by the training of health care providers and encouraging Syrian families to 
utilize the public health services in addition to referring cases to secondary health care services supported by UNHCR and WHO, as 
necessary. In 2019, UNICEF and partners continue to work towards ensuring inclusive access to learning and education through the 
provision of cash grants for pre-primary aged school children and support to community-based kindergartens. To reduce the financial 
burden on parents because of the removal of fuel subsidies in July 2019, UNICEF is planning to provide education kits to all (39,000) Syrian 
refugee children at the beginning of the 2019-2020 academic year. UNICEF continues to provide support to improve the quality of teaching 
and learning in refugee community and public schools and to create a safe learning environment through the establishment of 
safeguarding mechanisms. UNICEF’s provision of life skills education aims at addressing peer to peer violence and discrimination in schools 
and enhancing the resilience of and social cohesion among refugee and host community children. Furthermore, UNICEF works closely 
with the Ministry of Education and Technical Education (MEHE) to strengthen the capacity of the education system to deliver a timely and 
coordinated evidence-based education response.  
 
In addition, UNICEF provides psychosocial support services, positive parenting and case management services for the Syrian children. In 
terms of Cash for Basic Needs, UNICEF is working to increase the value of the grant and the number of beneficiaries. In 2018 and 2019, 
this expansion faced some difficulties due a funding shortfall. Therefore, UNICEF tried to be more strategic with its intervention and 
decided to provide 2018-2019 winter grant to the total number of 3,800 unaccompanied and separated children in Egypt and 300 families 
with four or more children based on the funds availability. In 2019, the Cash for Basic Needs Working Group priorities are to increase 
effective cooperation and knowledge sharing, work on financial inclusion of refugees, and improve and harmonize the mechanisms of 
disseminating cash grants. UNICEF is also working on fundraising to contribute to the regular cash grants for unaccompanied and 
separated children. Due to the mixed migration trend in Egypt and the high number of refugees and migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa 
and other countries (representing 45 per cent of the total refugee population), UNICEF continues to advocate for a ‘one refugee’ approach 
to ensure equity for all refugees and migrants. 

 
Summary analysis of programme response 
 
Health: As of June 2019, UNICEF continued its financial and technical support to the Ministry of Health and Population (MoHP) to provide 

primary health services to refugee population and host communities. The core activities conducted were procurement of essential 
equipment and training of health service providers (at PHUs) and community health volunteers on maternal and child health and nutrition.  
With this support, 9,064 refugees, asylum seekers and migrant children were reached with routine immunization and growth monitoring 
services (50.4 per cent of the target) and 5,106 women of child-bearing age received primary health care services (62.7 per cent of the 
target). In addition, 1,054,394 Egyptians from the host community received health care services through UNICEF-supported Primary 
Health Units (PHUs). Due to a funding shortfall, UNICEF was not able to deliver capacity development training to a targeted 280 Syrian 
Community Health Workers or complement that with follow-up and technical support to raise awareness of health and nutrition issues 
amongst Syrian women. The funding gap also prevented UNICEF from providing any equipment to newly identified priority Primary Health 
Units. Nevertheless, the strategic partnership with MoHP enabled UNICEF to reach its targets for women and children who access the 
Primary Health Services.   

 
Education: Since January 2019, 1,503 children (738 females and 765 males) from Cairo benefitted from education grants to support their 

enrolment in pre-primary education for the 2018-19 academic year. Out of the total number of students who received the education 
grants this year, 775 children were Syrians, 667 were Africans, and 61 students were from other nationalities73. The education grant 
partially covers the direct and indirect costs of education such as enrolment and transportation fees. In addition, two children (one Syrian 
and one African) were identified as extremely vulnerable and received additional cash support. 74 Moreover, during the 2018-2019 
academic year, UNICEF provided education kits which benefitted 1,462 children (523 Syrians and 929 Africans) in the supported public 
schools to enhance their learning experience. 
 
As part of the LEGO ‘learning through play’ initiative which aims at enhancing children’s problem-solving skills, creative thinking and self-
expression through stimulating practices using LEGO bricks, 300 kindergarten (KG) teachers benefitted from teacher training to engage 
children in play-based learning activities using LEGO bricks. Among the teachers, 269 were Syrians, 23 were Africans, and eight were from 
other nationalities. A total of 331 LEGO play boxes was distributed to nurseries, KGs as well as community schools to support early learning 
and stimulation. Additionally, 86 KG managers in Cairo and Damietta governorates benefitted from coaching visits, which focused on high-
quality school management, human resources, leadership skills, and information technology. Among the managers, 52 were Syrians and 
34 were Africans. In addition, UNICEF provided a Training of Trainers on critical thinking and problem solving to 29 supervisors to transfer 
the training to the other teachers in the Egyptian public schools.  

                                                        
73 The disbursement of the education grants started in 2018 and continued into the year 2019. For the 2018-19 academic year, a total of 9,134 KG refugee children (5,131 
Syrians, 3,813 Africans and 190 from other nationalities) received the education grants. 
74 Out of the total number of 9,134 KG refugee children, 1,548 children (513 Syrians, 1,010 Africans and 25 from other nationalities), which represents 17 per cent, were 
identified as highly vulnerable and received additional cash support.  
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UNICEF provided 16,665 students aged 3-17 years (8,173 males and 8,492 females) with life skills education, including LEGO play activities, 
life skills camps and workshops as well as psychological and psychosocial support sessions. Out of the total number of children reached, 
11,804 were Syrians, 2,234 were Africans, 40 were from other nationalities and 2,683 were Egyptians. Through the life skills sessions, 
children were equipped with team building, problem solving, time management, and leadership skills and are now more likely to master 
their emotions and effectively handle their personal issues through psychological and psychosocial support sessions.    
 
The Education programme has a funding gap of 38 per cent. Activities were implemented by funds carried over from 2018. In the absence 
of additional funds, UNICEF will be forced to dramatically scale-down critical services including support for formal/non-formal education 
enrolment through provision of school supplies, cash-transfers, rehabilitation/improvement of classrooms with WASH facilities in public 
and community schools as well as life skills and citizenship education programmes in formal and non-formal settings.  In the absence of 
additional funding for these interventions before year-end, approximately 310,000 children will be affected. 
 

Child Protection: During the reporting period, UNICEF continued its response for refugee, migrant and host community children, with 

the following results achieved: 52,966 children, adolescents and youth had access to psychosocial support; 10,930 parents benefited from 
positive parenting sessions; 50,124 children and adolescents benefited from the case management mechanism; 1,131 children were 
supported with an emergency cash grant; 1,131 children, adolescents and youth with specific needs, including with disabilities, benefited 
from specialized child protection support; and 55 survivors of sexual and gender-based violence received multi sectoral services. 
 
Additionally, UNICEF continued to support 85 public schools in Greater Cairo, Alexandria, Damietta and Aswan governorates to implement 
their respective child safeguarding mechanisms with the aim to address violence against children in schools, benefitting approximately 
60,000 students. UNICEF works with implementing governmental and non-governmental partners to: activate and link child protection 
committees (CPCs) in schools and District CPCs in the selected areas; build the capacity of school staff to implement positive discipline 
methods; establish child safeguarding systems in public schools to prevent and respond to violence in primary schools; and enhance 
parents’ access  to community-based protection and psychosocial support through positive parenting capacity-building activities.  
 
Within the strategy of activating the national child protection system in targeted governorates and in close coordination with NCCM, 
UNICEF has moved ahead with its ongoing plan to follow-up the activation of 21 committees in Aswan, Damietta and Dakahlia 
governorates. The activation strategy begins with capacity-building and continues by monitoring activation through reporting on case 
management, networking and referrals.  
 
Furthermore, UNICEF and partners distributed more than 8,000 blankets to the most vulnerable refugee and migrant children in Greater 
Cairo, Alexandria, Damietta and Dakhlya governorates as part of the 2018-2019 winter support. UNICEF is currently procuring 76,000 
winter kits for the most vulnerable and at-risk children for the 2019-2020 winter response. 
 
There is currently a 67 per cent funding gap in the Child Protection component of the 3RP plan for Egypt, but a high coverage of the child 
protection services has nevertheless been achieved due to UNICEF’s strong partnership with MoHP’s Motherhood and Childhood Health 
Department, which enabled UNICEF to activate and manage Family Clubs within more governorates, with staff costs being covered by the 
MoHP. Thanks to this cost-effective approach the reach was high. 
 

Social Protection: For the 2018-2019 winter assistance, UNICEF and UNHCR developed a joint winter programme which had initially 

targeted 3,800 unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) and 300 vulnerable refugee families with children. However, due to the 
increased number of UASC at the time of distribution, UNICEF and UNHCR agreed to prioritize support to UASC and extend assistance to 
all the UASC registered with UNHCR (4,097). The programme provided a cash grant of USD 56 for each child which is equivalent to the 
entire winter minimum expenditure basket (MEB) for refugees in Egypt. By the end of the distribution period, 3,163 unaccompanied and 
separated children were supported across the country which represented 77 per cent of the target. The majority of the beneficiaries are 
between 12 and 17 years old, with 40 per cent of them being Eritreans, 15 per cent South Sudanese and 12 per cent Ethiopians. 
Additionally, a total of 292 vulnerable families with children were supported through UNHCR’s winter assistance programme, representing 
97 per cent of the target. Most of these families (68 per cent Sudanese and 18 per cent South Sudanese), were supported with a winter 
cash grant of USD 34, similar to other families receiving winter assistance from UNHCR, benefitting a total of 1,707 children below the age 
of 18 years. UNICEF and UNHCR conducted a two-step post-distribution monitoring process, including pre and post-utilization surveys. 
The pre-utilization survey showed a general satisfaction with the efficiency of the distribution process, while the data analysis of the post-
utilization survey is on-going and a joint UNICEF-UNHCR report will be issued once the analysis is complete.   
 
Regarding UNICEF contribution in the regular cash grant for unaccompanied and separated children in Egypt, fundraising efforts have 
been scaled-up to help overcome the funding gap, which currently stands at 100 per cent. Unaccompanied and separated children are 
amongst the most vulnerable children in Egypt, and therefore this critical intervention would provide a bare minimum of support through 
an effective and efficient inter-agency support mechanism. 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS (January-June 2019) 

EGYPT* 
Sector 
Target 

Sector 
Result 

Change 
since last 

Report 

UNICEF 
Target 

UNICEF 
Result ** 

Change 
since last 

Report 

HEALTH (Need: 101,000 Syrian refugee women and children) 

# of women received primary health care services 
n/a 

 

120,000 5,1061 1,195 

# children under 5 received routine immunization and growth 
monitoring services 

136,000 9,0642 1,496 

EDUCATION (Need: 60,100 Syrian refugee children) 

# of children (3-17 years) enrolled in education (formal and non-
formal) and received school supplies 

n/a 

51,310 1,462 1  1,462 

# of children (3-17 years, girls/boys) supported with cash-transfers 6,000 755 2 0 

Number of children (3-17 years) benefitting from 
rehabilitation/improvement of classrooms with WASH facilities in 
public and community schools. 

300,000 0** 0 

# of children (5-17 years, g/b) benefiting from life skills and 
citizenship education programmes in formal and non-formal 
settings 

21,000 16,665 3 5,364 

CHILD PROTECTION (Need: 60,100 Syrian refugee children) 

# children, adolescents and youth participating in structured, 
sustained PSS, life skills and CP programmes  

 
 
 

n/a 
 
 
 

40,000 52,966 1 3,259 

# women and men participating in positive parenting programmes 15,000 10,930 2 979 

# children, adolescents and youth benefiting from multi-sectoral 
case management 

5,000 4,879³ 212 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

# of children received winterization support outside camps (regional 
indicator) 

n/a 

3,800 3,1631 0 

# of children received multipurpose cash assistance on monthly 
basis (regional indicator) 

2,000 0** 0 

FOOTNOTES 
  *Targets are aligned with the revised 2019 UNICEF Syrian refugees Humanitarian Appeal for Children (HAC) appeal. 

** For all zero total results, no activities were conducted since January 2019, this is planned to be conducted from the third quarter onwards.   

Health 1:  This indicator will capture the number of Syrian and Egyptian women who access primary health care services in the UNICEF-supported Primary Health 
Units. This is based on the Motherhood and Childhood Health Department (MCH) at the Ministry of Health reports on the Resilience component (3RP 2019). The UNICEF 
total target of 12,000 is divided as following: 20,000 Syrians and 100,000 Egyptians total is 120,000. However, the reported mid-year result covers refugee, migrant and 
asylum seekers reach only. UNICEF is following-up with the MCH to include the Egyptian beneficiaries in the monthly report. The full result will be reflected in the next 
SitRep.  

Health 2:  This indicator will capture Syrian and Egyptian children receiving routine immunization and growth monitoring services.  The UNICEF total target of 136,000 
is divided as following: 16,000 Syrian refugee children (as part of the 3RP) and 120,000 Egyptian children from wider geographical areas than the 3RP coverage. 
However, the reported mid-year result covers the refugee, migrant and asylum seekers reach only. UNICEF is following-up with the MCH to include the Egyptian 
beneficiaries in the monthly report.  The full result will be reflected in the next SitRep.  

Education 1:  Since January 2019, 1,462 children (523 Syrians and 929 Africans) received school supplies for the 2018-2019 academic year. In addition, a major 
distribution of school supplies is planned at the start of the 2019-2020 academic year in September 2019. 

Education 2:  A total of 9,134 pre-primary school students (5,131 Syrians, 3,813 Africans, and 190 from other nationalities) have received the education grant for the 
2018-2019 academic year. The education grants for 775 Syrian children were disbursed in 2019 (as part of 1,503 students reached in total out of the 5,131 target). The 
education grant disbursements for the 2019-2020 academic year will start in September.  

Education 3:  Since January 2019, a total of 16,665 children (11,804 Syrians, 2,164 Africans, 2,683 Egyptians and 14 from other nationalities) from both community and 
public schools participated in various forms of life skills education. UNICEF is over achieving because the activities were delayed in 2018 and the funding carried over to 
2019.  

Child Protection 1,2, and 3:  These indicators capture reach to Syrians, Egyptians and other nationalities. The results are per reports provided by the MCH and UNICEF 
implementing NGO partners.  UNICEF’s Child Protection section and Health programmes expanded the partnership with the MoHP and managed to activate family 
clubs within more governorates, with staff costs being covered by the ministry. Hence, the outreach is very high given the cost-effective approach. 

Social protection 1: The final post-distribution report for the cash assistance is expected to be issued by UNHCR in July 2019. Therefore, the updated result will be 
reflected in the next SitRep.  
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Funding Status US$ million (as of 15 July 2019) 
Syria Crisis (HRP and 3RP) 

 
 Funds available include carry-forward from 2017. 

 The funding gap and funds available do not equal the total HAC requirements as there is a surplus under Basic Needs & winter response (Iraq); and Health & Nutrition (Egypt).  

 For Syria HRP total requirement for Health US$ 41.9 M and total funds available $14.0 M. 

 For Syria HRP total requirement for Nutrition US$ 33.0 M and total funds available $6.6 M. 

 

 

 

  

Next Whole of Syria SitRep: August 20th, 2019. 
Next Syria crisis SitRep (Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt): October 20th, 2019. 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  

UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whom to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Michele Servadei 
Regional Emergency Advisor 
UNICEF MENA Regional Office 
Mobile : +962 (0) 795516410 
Email : mservadei@unicef.org 
 
 
 

Juliette Touma 
Regional Chief of Communications  
UNICEF MENA Regional Office 
Mobile: + 962 (0) 79 867 4628 
Email: jtouma@unicef.org 
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