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Highlights 

 As of September, UNICEF and partners reached 64,178 people with 
safe water on a daily basis in Lubombo and Shiselweni, representing 
99 per cent of UNICEF’s 2017 Emergency Response Plan Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) target. 

 The UNICEF Child Protection response remains critically underfunded 
with only eight per cent of humanitarian funding needs met, 
drastically reducing UNICEF’s ability to meet the needs of 10,000 
emergency-affected children with essential psychosocial support and 
negatively impacting their full recovery. 

 The study by the National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) on 
the socio-economic impacts of the 2015/16 El Niño-induced drought 
in Swaziland indicates the total lost revenue due to the drought in 
2016 as US$296 million (E3.8 billion). 

 The Ministry of Health activated the Epidemic Task Force to increase 
monitoring following the suspected five cases of H1N1 and suspected 
four cases of cholera.  

 USAID-OFDA has generously contributed US$579,312 to the overall 
emergency response in support of critical Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH), nutrition and health interventions. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

350,000 
Total affected population 

 

308,059 
Food Insecure People 

 

189,000 
Children affected by drought 

 

165,ooo 

Children in need in the two most affected 
regions of Lubombo and Shiselweni 

 

8,460 

Children 6-59 months affected by severe and 
moderate acute malnutrition (1,410 SAM; 

7,050 MAM) 

 
(Source: Swaziland Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee 2016 Preliminary Findings, June 2016) 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 

US$ 3.25 million 

 

 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

UNICEF Swaziland 
Humanitarian Results 2017 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

Nutrition : # of children 6-
59 months with severe 
acute malnutrition receiving 
treatment 

1,058 268 
 

1,410 268** 
 

WASH : # of people 
provided with access to 
water (7.5-15L per person 
per day) 

64,000 64,178  200,000 ** 
 

 

Education: # of students 
and teachers reached with 
information on climate 
change, water conservation 
and disaster management 

8,000 
students 

300 
teachers 

14, 
859 learners 
286 Teachers 

258,000 1,000 

HIV/AIDS: # of children 
under 15 who continue to 
receive ART 

2,757 4,434 
 

10,088 9,992 
 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

*Total results are cumulative; results for 2017 are point-in-time measures of coverage 
**Final figures not yet consolidated 

Young girl collecting water / Community Rehabilitated Handpump / Swaziland / © UNICEF Swaziland 2017 

Funds received to 
date:

US $.58m 

Funding gap: 
US $1.87m 

Carry-over:
US $1.02m

Funding Status 2017

2017 Funding 
Requirements

$3.25m

Reporting Period: July-September 2017 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Currently 350,000 people are affected by the prolonged drought, including 189,000 children, 165,000 of whom are 
located in Shiselweni and Lubombo regions. In addition, 308,059 people remain food insecure, while 1,410 children are 
affected by severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 7,050 by moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). The ongoing drought is 
further exacerbating levels of vulnerability among the population which are compounded by chronic food insecurity, 
malnutrition, high rates of HIV/AIDS (26 per cent prevalence), poverty and protection concerns, including gender based 
violence. Close to six per cent of children under 5 years are underweight, while two per cent are wasted. More than a 
quarter of the children are stunted.  
 
The Southern Africa Regional Climate Outlook Forum (SARCOF-21) released the rainfall forecast for the season 
2017/2018, indicating Swaziland is likely to receive normal to below-normal rainfall for most of the period of October to 
December 2017, and normal to above-normal rainfall for the January to March 2018. Swaziland Meteorological Services 
forecast mirrors that of SARCOF-21. While the 2018 forecast is positive, the current prolonged drought conditions 
continue to be felt in Shiselweni and Lubombo regions affecting food and water security for a significant part of the 
population. The preliminary results from the 2017 Vulnerability Assessment indicate that over 25 per cent of the 
population in Shiselweni and Lubombo regions are food insecure, and over 53 per cent and 55 per cent of the population 
in Shiselweni and Lubombo regions access water from unprotected sources. The National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) has received an increase in requests for support for provision of water, including from smaller urban 
centres.   
 
In July 2017, the NDMA released a study on the socio-economic impacts of the 2015/16 El Niño-induced drought in 
Swaziland indicating that the drought cost the country E3.843 billion (US$ 296 million), representing 7 per cent of 
Swaziland’s Gross Domestic Product in 2016, equivalent to 18.58 per cent of government expenditure in 2016. The study 
recommended that the government revise and integrate disaster mitigation into all policies to promote coordinated 
planning among all stakeholders, and to create a proactive disaster mitigation and response environment in the country.  

 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from Swaziland Vulnerability Assessment, June 2016) and 
Health and Nutrition Assessment  (March 2016)* 
 

Start of humanitarian response: 18 February, 2016 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 350,000 171,500 178,500 

Children (Under 18) 189,000 92,610 96,390 

Children Under Five  40,843 20,013 20,830 

Children 6 to 23 months  
 24,500  12,005  12,495 

Pregnant and lactating  women  8,750 - - 

Children affected in Lubombo & 
Shiselweni  

165,000 80,850 84,150 

Food insecure people 
308,059  

(approx. 30% of 
population) 

150,948 157,111 

Food insecure children 90,404 44,298 46,106 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination   
 The NDMA is responsible for coordinating the emergency response on behalf of the Government of Swaziland. 

 The UN Country Team, headed by the UN Resident Coordinator, is leading the UN’s support to the emergency 
response. 

 UNICEF is leading the Education and WASH sectors and co-leading the Health and Nutrition sector.  

 UNICEF participates and contributes technical leadership in the social protection sector. 
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Humanitarian Strategy  
In 2017, UNICEF, in support of the government-led national priorities, continues to focus on providing optimal access to 
WASH, health and nutrition services for women and children, as well as critical education and children protection 
information and services, in those areas that continue to feel the impact of the drought.  
 
To achieve this, UNICEF provides access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene services in the worst-affected areas of 
Shiselweni and Lubombo. Nutrition surveillance continues to be enhanced, and community and facility-level systems 
and capacities to enable the integrated management of acute malnutrition are being strengthened through training of 
Rural Health Motivators and health workers. UNICEF aims to ensure the continued access to health care services for 
women and children through the distribution of essential drugs and supplies to health clinics across the affected regions 
and by providing support for people living with HIV. To ensure that children can continue to access education safely, 
UNICEF monitors the impact of drought on school attendance, supplies clean water, alternative sanitary and hygiene 
facilities and conducts awareness campaigns and targeted training for teachers and students on environmental as well 
as protection related themes. In addition, UNICEF continues to work to prevent gender based violence and exploitation 
of all vulnerable groups, and to further facilitate the protection, care and wellbeing of women and children. To ensure 
adherence to Antiretroviral Treatment (ART) for children and adolescents living with HIV, UNICEF supports 
strengthening of psycho social support and follow up systems for enhanced retention in the programme. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response   

 
Nutrition 

The number of SAM cases continued to be low during the reporting period (July-September 2017) with 79 children 

admitted for SAM and 94 children reported to have MAM according to weekly surveillance, bringing the 2017 total to 268 

children (age 6-59 months) treated for SAM. However, according to the National Health Management Information 

System (HMIS) system, 2,369 children were reported to be severely underweight in July and August which indicates that 

these children may become severely malnourished if not well managed. To facilitate the management of SAM, 30 health 

workers were trained on infant and young child feeding practices. In addition, 183 Rural Health Motivators (RHMs) were 

trained on community nutrition management including infant and young child feeding and middle-upper arm 

circumference (MUAC) screening. Supervision of the RHMs continued during the period to ensure quality of service 

provision. A further 7,199 children between the ages of 6-59 months were provided with Vitamin A supplementation 

while 13,244 children within the same age range received deworming treatment.  

Health 

Swaziland has been on high alert with the threat of H1N1, following the Immediate Disease Notification Weekly 

Summary Report of five suspected H1N1 cases between July and September 2017. Despite the dry spell, four suspected 

cholera cases have also been reported, however these cases have not been confirmed. The Health and Nutrition sector 

has activated the Epidemics Task Force to actively plan and monitor these notifiable diseases and their threat level. In 

addition, the MoH has institutionalised weekly disease surveillance reporting which is being implemented in four major 

hospitals of the country. Between July and August 2017, UNICEF vaccinated 18,235 children under the age of five for 

measles.  

WASH 
Since the beginning of the year, 64,178 people (59,696 in school and 4,482 in communities have been reached with safe 
water. In the current reporting period, July- September, the drought response has reached 24,209 people with access to 
clean water, (10,595 girls, 9,957 girls, 2,063 women and 1594 men). Of the 24,209 that were reached with clean water, 
12,084 students (6,683 girls and 5,401 boys) from 38 schools and 986 (626 female, 360 male) community members have 
been provided with access to water through water trucking; 5,203 through water treatment; 822 people accessed water 
from protected springs; 1,524 people (130 girls, 265 boys, 613 women and 516 men) through rehabilitated boreholes; 745 
people (248 girls, 306 boys, 108 women and 83 men) through new water pumps; 1,392 girls and 1,453 boys with water 
harvesting in eight schools.  
 
To support positive behaviour change and resilience, 8,336 people (3,488 girls, 3096 boys, 1,220 women and 532 men) 
were reached during the reporting period with information on sanitation and hygiene inclusive of water conservation 
and treatment. Through UNICEF’s partnerships with civil society organisations, sanitation has been provided to 2,078 
pupils in schools (991 girls and 1,087 boys). 
 

Education 

The Education sector response continues to be mainly on recovery and adaptation. In line with the post-emergency 
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phase of the response, the Education Cluster conducted an evaluation of the Water Supply System Backup project where 
the Swaziland Water Services Line was connected to water tanks in 29 urban schools in Mbabane and Ngwenya. The 
main objective of the evaluation was to assess the impact of the project and inform future interventions. The findings 
indicated that this was an effective and efficient intervention in that it integrated the adaptation component of the 
National Emergency Response, Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP). 
 
UNICEF and partners focussed on introducing and strengthening the education sectors’ resilience to shocks, and is 
planning to support implementation of capacity strengthening initiatives for schools and communities towards 
humanitarian situations in 14 constituencies (8 in Shiselweni region and 6 in Lubombo region), to benefit a total of 50,000 
people including 859 learners and 286 teachers. School administrators, teachers and learners will be trained within the 
last quarter of the year (October to December 2017) on their specific roles and responsibilities in Education in Emergency 
(EiE) to mitigate school systems shocks during emergencies. 
 

Child Protection 

UNICEF and partners supported risk assessments in 117 households in two pilot sites significantly affected by the drought 
in Shiselweni region to strengthen community-based approaches to prevention of and response to violence against 
children (VAC). The risk assessments identified 141 children to be at direct risk of abuse and over 250 estimated to be at 
an indirect risk. The VAC risk assessments also demonstrated  that neglect/separation from parents accounted for the 
highest risk at 54 per cent, vulnerability by orphan-hood stands at 26 per cent, violence at 12 per cent, and other 
vulnerabilities (e.g. education, malnutrition and health) at 8 per cent. More than 850 people were mobilised during the 
reporting period to strengthen social support networks to prevent and address violence, abuse and exploitation for a 
total of 1,633 people reached in 2017. The development of protection plans are underway to respond to the needs of 
children identified as directly at risk of one or more types of abuse, using the family conferencing approach to determine 
the best response, taking into account the best interest of the children. In the same community, 45 community based 
church and traditional leaders have been sensitized on child protection issues (particularly within the context of an 
emergency) and also on the family conference approach to preventing, identifying and responding to VAC. A total of 305 
children were reached with child protection sensitization activities with a focus on the Child Protection and Welfare Act 
2012.  

As part of an ongoing initiative to strengthen the capacity of the social services workforce to better respond to VAC, 35 
social workers from Lubombo and Shiselweni regions were trained on child sensitive case management and report 
writing skills. 
 

HIV & AIDS 

In Swaziland, an estimated 22,000 children and adolescents live with HIV[1] and approximately 16,242 receive ART, yet 
data shows low viral suppression among children (69 per cent) and adolescents (73 per cent) compared to adults (87 per 
cent). In order to strengthen capacity to respond to the low ART adherence and to respond in a timely manner to violence 
against children, UNICEF in partnership with the MoH and Baylor College of Medicine are supporting an SMS-based 
platform (U-Report) to provide real-time reporting and psychosocial support and information through online responses 
to the inquiries and reports from adolescents living with HIV and those affected by violence. As of September, the 
UNICEF supported U-Report platform is fully functional and 131 adolescents and 19 caregivers have registered on the 
platform and 276 unsolicited questions and inquiries from adolescents living with HIV have been received and responded 
to. During the reporting period, 170 males and 184 females have attended teen clubs for peer support and counselling to 
strengthen ART adherence. A total of 818 people received information on HIV prevention, treatment, care and support 
through Teen Club activities. The MoH with support from partners has continued to collect HIV-related data for further 
reporting. 
 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
Through a partnership with Red Cross to increase community resilience, UNICEF supported C4D initiatives on a range of 
themes including gender-based violence, HIV prevention, improved infant and young child feeding practices and 
improved nutrition, and positive hygiene practices. The partnership is aimed at communities and schools mainly through 
direct interaction and through mass media.  
 

                                                        
[1] http://www.unicef.org/info[1]http://data.worldbank.org/country/Swaziland 

6 Swaziland HIV Incidence Measurement Survey (SHIMS 2012). 
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From July to September, C4D-WASH initiatives on safe sanitation and hygiene practices reached 8,336 people (3,488 
girls, 3,096 boys, 1,220 women and 532 men) in four constituencies with an emphasis on proper handwashing and food 
preparation. In addition, community participants were reached through inter-personal communication on safe handling 
and storage of water to protect the clean water collected from water points and household level water treatment.  
 

Supply and Logistics  
As of September, UNICEF successfully delivered 30 hand pumps and supplies to the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Energy, which will support the rehabilitation of hand pumps in communities in Lubombo and Shiselweni region providing 
4,500 people with access to safe water.  
 

Security 
Swaziland is in Security Level 1 or minimal. The security situation has been mainly safe, secure and stable, although crime 
is widely spread in the country.  Since the declaration of the emergency in February 2016, there has not been an increase 
in security levels in the country. 
 

Funding  
As part of the regional Southern Africa El Niño/La Niña UNICEF’s 2017 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC), the 
requirements for Swaziland stands at $3.25 million. Funding received in 2016 from USAID-OFDA and Global Affairs 
Canada has been carried over to support ongoing activities in 2017 related to health, nutrition, education, WASH and 
protection. In 2017, UNICEF received funds from USAID-OFDA to the amount of US$579,000, to support the Emergency 
Response Plan’s health, nutrition and WASH interventions. Funds currently available for the response amount to 
US$783,393 and additional funding is urgently required to adequately scale up interventions.  
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 23/08/2018 for a period of 12 months)   

Appeal Sector Requirements (US$) 

Funds available (US$) Funding gap  

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over US$ % 

Nutrition  373,000 214,380 279,000** 0 0%   

Health 280,000 0 $100,000 180,000 64%   

WASH 2,286,000 364,932 $377,266 1,543,802 68%   

Child Protection 65,000 0 $150,000** 0 0%   

Education 75,600 0 71,000 4,600 6%   

HIV/AIDS 180,000  40,000 140,000 78%   
Total 3,259,600 579,312 1,017,266 1,868,402 57%   

*The majority of funds available comprise carryover funds from 2016 only.  
**Following the development of emergency response plans 2017, additional child protection activities originally planned for 2016, were rolled over into 2017. 
Consequently, this figure does not appear in the funding requirement for 2017. As a result, the sector areas appear over funded. 

 

 
UNICEF Swaziland webpage: http://www.unicef.org/swaziland/   
UNICEF Swaziland Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland 
UNICEF Swaziland Twitter: https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Alice Akunga 
Representative 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5144 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: aakunga@unicef.org  
 

Tanya Radosavljevic  
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5147 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: tradosavljevic@unicef.org  
 
 

Boniswa Dladla 
WASH Officer 
UNICEF Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7611 8530 
Fax+268 2404-5202 
Email: bdladla@unicef.org  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland
https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi
mailto:aakunga@unicef.org
mailto:tradosavljevic@unicef.org
mailto:bdladla@unicef.org
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
*2017 Multi Sector Assessment will define the new WASH targets for 2017. 
**A partnership with Swaziland Red Cross is being developed to support community mobilization and results will be reported in June 2017. 
*** Data includes teen clubs and outreach activities for July and August 2017, data for September is still being collected. 
**** Reported number on young people reached is low since the agreement with Swaziland Red Cross is just being finalised and these will accelerate implementation of 
HIV prevention programmes in affected area. 

 
 
  
 

                                                        
1 Only 4 facilities (RFM, MGH, Hlatikulu and GSH) report in July to August, awaiting final data review 
2 Includes all children given Albendazole  for July and August 
3 This is numbers reached with Measles 1 and Boaster from Jan to August 2017 

 UNICEF and IPs 

 
2017  

Target 
Total Results* 

Change since last report  
▲▼ 

NUTRITION     

# of children 6-59 months with severe acute 
malnutrition receiving treatment  

1,058 2681 ▲79 

# of children 6-59 months provided with 
Vitamin A supplementation 

62,676 45,441 ▲7,199 

# of children 6-59 months provided with 
deworming treatment 

62,676 55,499 ▲ 13,2442 

HEALTH     

# of children under 5 reached with measles 
and routine EPI immunization 

62,676 28,6173 ▲18,235 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE    

# of people provided with access to water 
(7.5-15L per person per day) 

64,000 64,178 ▲24,209 

# of people reached with critical WASH 
related information to prevent child illness  

175,000 55,656 ▲8,336 

# of children in school/learning programmes 
with access to 2.5-3  litres of water per child 
per day  (for drinking and handwashing) 

74,000 59,696 ▲23,552 

CHILD PROTECTION     

# and % of population in communities where 
ongoing work to mobilize and strengthen 
social support networks to prevent and 
address violence, abuse and exploitation, 
including GBV 

2,400 1,633 ▲859 

EDUCATION    

# of students and teachers reached with 
information on climate change, water 
conservation and disaster management 

8,000 students  
300 teachers  

14,859 students 
286 Teachers 

0 

HIV and AIDS    

# of children, young people and women 
reached with information on prevention, care 
and treatment of HIV/AIDS.   

50,000 2,619** 

 
▲818*** 

# of children under 15 who continue to 
receive ART. 

2,757 4,434**** 
0 


