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UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

*Interventions will commence as and when funding is received.  

**Swaziland’s National Emergency Response, Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) is currently 

being reviewed/updated and sector targets will be updated in UNICEF’s Results Table in the coming 

months.    

 

 

 

UNICEF Swaziland  

Humanitarian Results 2016 

 

Sector** 

 

UNICEF 

Sector 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

UNICEF 

Target 

 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

 

# of people provided with access to 

water (7.5-15L per person per day) 
  64,000 15,106 

# of students and teachers/support 

staff reached by awareness 

campaigns on how to mitigate the 

effects of the drought 

332,084 

students 

11,117 

teachers  

31,150 

74,000 

students 

2,000 

teachers 

0* 

# of children 6-59 months with acute 

malnutrition receiving treatment 8,460  
1,058 SAM 

5,288 MAM 

514 SAM 

253 MAM 

# of children and women provided 

with protection services  
  2,400 0* 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights  
• The urban water and sanitation situation continues to be a major 

concern, especially in Mbabane. The main water supply reservoir for 

Mbabane has been officially declared empty and another three urban 

municipalities (Hlathikhulu, Ezulwini and Siteki) have been identified as 

at risk of water system shut down. The Mbabane municipal authorities, 

with support from the National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) 

and the WASH Sector, are implementing contingency plans to manage 

the situation.  

 

• UNICEF has received $720,571 from USAID / OFDA to implement a 12-

month project to address WASH and Nutrition related needs arising 

from the ongoing impacts of the drought.  

 

• With financial support from UNICEF, World Vision hosted a dialogue 

with parliamentarians on the theme of Protecting Children’s Rights in 

Emergencies. Participants at the event recommitted to support the 

enactment of the Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence (SODV) Bill, 

which is seen as a key tool to improve child protection and address 

gender-based violence (GBV).  

 

 

 
The numbers below are estimates 

(Source: Swaziland Vulnerability Assessment 

Committee 2016 Preliminary Findings, June 2016) 

350,000 
People affected by drought 

 

189,000 
Children affected by drought 

 

165,000 
Children affected by drought in the two 

most affected regions of Lubombo and 

Shiselweni 
 

308,059 
People food insecure 

 

8,460 
Children 6-59 months affected by severe 

and moderate acute malnutrition (1,410 

SAM; 7,050 MAM) 

 

 

 

UNICEF Funding Status 

 
 

 

Funds Received Funding Gap

Funding 

requirements:

$2.98 million

Funding gap: 

$1.92 million (64%)

Funds received:

$1.06 million

C4D drama, Shewula, September 2016.  



SWAZILAND SITUATION REPORT #9                                                                                                                              September 2016                                                        

 
Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The impact of the El Niño-induced drought continues to be felt across Swaziland. Sporadic rains are currently enabling 

the maintenance of a four-day water-rationing system in Mbabane. However, if heavier rains are not received soon this 

will be increased to a 10-day water rationing cycle which will have greater impacts in terms of sanitation and hygiene, 

with potential disruption of learning in schools. 

 

The Swaziland Meteorological Services (MET) current seasonal rainfall forecast has indicated a slight trend towards 

normal to below normal rainfall for October 2016 – March 2017 in the parts of Shiselweni and Lubombo, which are already 

the areas of the country most impacted by the drought. The MET forecast has also indicated that the whole country may 

receive normal to below normal rains in the period January – March 2017.   

 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) is responsible for coordinating the emergency response on behalf 

of the Government of Swaziland (GoS). Following the MET’s revised rainfall forecast, NDMA is leading an inter-sector 

process to identify the key issues and messages arising from this forecast and the integration of these into revised 

sectoral responses.  

 

The UN Country Team, headed by the UN Resident Coordinator, is leading the UN’s emergency response. The UN has 

contributed 38% of the total funds currently available for the national emergency response plan implementation. 

Nevertheless, the plan remains 72% unfunded. At a meeting held on 23 September 2016 with the Deputy Prime Minister’s 

Office, the UNCT highlighted the importance of continued resource mobilisation and investment to meet the immediate 

needs of the most vulnerable as well as investment in infrastructure to reduce communities’ vulnerability to drought in 

the future.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
The UNICEF response strategy aims to address humanitarian needs outlined by the GoS’s National Emergency Response 

Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) that was issued in January 2016, and to ensure that the Core Commitments 

to Children in Emergencies (CCCs) are upheld. UNICEF and partners are focusing on providing optimal access to life 

saving WASH, health and nutrition services for women and children, as well as critical education and children protection 

services in the affected areas. A Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) is being developed with the support of OCHA to 

complement the NERMAP. 

 

UNICEF’s WASH response focuses on providing continued access to safe water and sanitation/hygiene facilities and 

raising awareness on sanitation and hygiene issues in the affected communities and schools. Malnutrition surveillance is 

being enhanced and therapeutic feeding products are being distributed to Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition 

(IMAM) sites to support Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) cases. UNICEF aims to ensure the continued access to health 

care services for children and women through the distribution of essential drugs and supplies to health clinics across the 

affected region and by providing support for people living with HIV. UNICEF works to prevent gender based abuse and 

exploitation of all vulnerable groups, and plans to further facilitate the protection, care and wellbeing of women and 

children among the affected population.  

 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures VAC 2016 Preliminary Findings (June, 2016) and Health and Nutrition Assessment  (March, 2016) 

 Total Male Female 

Total affected population 350,000 171,500 178,500 

Children affected (under 18) 189,000 92,610 96,390 

Children under five 40,843 20,013 20,830 

Pregnant women 8,750   

Children affected in Lubombo & Shiselweni  

(2 most affected regions) 
165,000 80,850 84,150 

Food insecure people  308,059  

(approx. 30% of population) 
150,948 157,111 

Food insecure children  90,404 44,298 46,106 
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Summary Analysis of Programme response   

 
WASH 
Activities to respond to immediate WASH needs are ongoing, including water trucking to affected communities and 

schools. Of continued concern are the escalating water shortages in urban centres. In the capital, Mbabane, an integrated 

action plan, facilitated by the WASH Sector, is being implemented to ensure water availability and sanitation for 

communities, schools and health facilities. Two major areas for continued engagement relate to the limited availability 

of water tankers to manage water supply to communal and school water points and the immediate need for alternate 

sanitation facilities in Mbabane. The WASH sector is focused on expanding support to municipal authorities to help 

mitigate the impact of the escalating urban water crises across the country. 
 

Although additional funding has been received this month to support WASH interventions, more resources are required 

to enable scale up to meet the needs in the worst-affected areas and also to invest in infrastructure to strengthen drought 

resilience in vulnerable communities.  
 

Education 
Schools around the country re-opened in mid-September. The increased water rationing continues to affect operations 

of the 29 schools around Mbabane. Education authorities have reported increased water shortages impacting urban 

schools outside of Mbabane. The education sector is working with Mbabane municipal authorities to facilitate the 

provision of ventilation improved pit latrines as alternate sanitation facilities in schools as a contingency against 

escalating water shortages. The Ministry of Education and Training is leading a process with the regional authorities to 

assess the scale of need in urban schools in the regions and to put in place actions plans similar to those in Mbabane.  
 

The GoS continues to support all 850 public schools with the procurement of breakfast commodities to offset the impact 

of food insecurity on children’s school attendance and ability to learn.   

 

Health & Nutrition  
Health surveillance indicators show a 6% increase in diarrhoea cases in September as compared to the previous month. 

The situation will be monitored closely. The integration of Vitamin A supplementation and deworming into vaccination 

campaigns led to a significant upscaling of coverage in September.  
 

Trend analysis of malnutrition data was not possible this month following the partial receipt of malnutrition data, with 

only 14 out of 25 health facilities reporting. Follow up is being undertaken with the facilities by the Swaziland National 

Nutrition Council (SNNC) to identify and resolve the specific issues. SNNC is also exploring mechanisms to strengthen 

nutrition surveillance nationwide having identified a potential gap in referral services.   
 
Child Protection 
This month, with support from UNICEF, World Vision hosted a dialogue with parliamentarians on the theme of 

“Protecting Children’s Rights in Emergencies”. The discussions highlighted the need to have continued sensitisation and 

engagement of parliamentarians on the linkages between the drought and increased protection issues. A key outcome 

of the dialogue was a re-commitment by the parliamentarians to support the enactment of the outstanding SODV bill. 

   

Communications for Development (C4D)  
This month C4D approaches have been integrated into other emergency response activities. The C4D taskforce 

facilitated a community dialogue, including a drama performance, for Rural Health Motivators as part of their training in 

the promotion of key life-saving behaviours in communities. C4D activities, including drama performances, have also 

been integrated into food distribution activities.  

 

Supply and Logistics  
Twelve (12) months’ supply of Plumpy’Nut was received this month as part of the therapeutic nutrition supplies on order. 

Distribution of the supplies is planned for October. F75 and F100 supplies to cover the same period are due to arrive in 

country in mid-October.  
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Funding 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements Funds available Funding gap 

  $ % 

Nutrition $324,000 $310,786 $13,214 4% 

Health $324,000 0 $324,000 100% 

WASH $1,944,000  $752,185 1,191,815 61% 

Child Protection $151,200 0 $151,200 100% 

Education $21,600 0 $21,600 100% 

HIV and AIDS $216,000 0 $216,000 100% 

Total 2,980,800 1,062,971 1,917,829 64% 

 
Next SitRep: 31 October 2016 
 
UNICEF Swaziland: http://www.unicef.org/swaziland/   
UNICEF Swaziland: https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland 

UNICEF Swaziland: https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Rachel Odede 

Representative 

UNICEF Swaziland 

Tel: +268 7602 5343 

Fax: +268 2404-5202 

Email: rodede@unicef.org  

 

Tanya Radosavljevic  

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Swaziland 

Tel: +268 7602 5147 

Fax: +268 2404-5202 

Email: tradosavljevic@unicef.org  

 

Boniswa Dladla 

WASH Officer 

UNICEF Swaziland 

Tel: +268 7611 8530 

Fax+268 2404-5202 

Email: bdladla@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

^ Undertaken using reprogrammed funds.       

*Interventions will commence as and when funding is received. 

** Swaziland’s National Emergency Response, Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) is currently being reviewed/updated and sector target and indicators will be 

updated in UNICEF’s Results Table in the coming months.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF Swaziland Results Table 2016 

2016 Sector Response** 
2016 UNICEF  

Response 

Target 

 

Total 

Results 

Target Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE      

# of people provided with access to water (7.5-15L per person 

per day) 
  64,000 15,106 

# of people reached with hygiene and sanitation promotion 

messages  
  320,000 15,182 

# of children in schools provided with access to appropriate 

sanitation facilities 
  74,000 0* 

# of children provided with hygiene kits in schools   37,000 0* 

EDUCATION      

# of students and teachers/support staff reached by 

awareness campaigns on how to mitigate the effects of the 

drought  

332,084 

students 

11,117 

teachers  

31,150 

74,000 

students 

2,000 

teachers 

0* 

HEALTH      

# of children under 5 reached with measles and routine EPI 

immunization  35,000 30,514^ 

# of women and children provided with access to health 

clinics stocked with essential supplies and drugs to treat 

common childhood illnesses 

 47,000 15,400 

NUTRITION      

# of children 6-59 months with acute malnutrition receiving 

treatment  
8,460  

1,058 SAM 

5,288 MAM 

514SAM 

253 MAM 

# of children 6-59 months provided with Vitamin A 

supplementation 
  108,765 73,839^ 

# of children 12-59 months provided with deworming 

treatment 
  86,988 68,300 ^ 

CHILD PROTECTION     

# of children and women provided with protection services, 

including case management, psychosocial care and linkages 

to social protection support  

  2,400 0* 

# of women and children reached with protection messages 

to expand knowledge on protection services 
  50,000 0* 

HIV/AIDS 

# of people retained on HIV treatment and provided with 

HIV-related information and access to services 
  13,700 0* 


