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Highlights 

 The vulnerability assessment has been completed with the analysis of 

results being finalized for dissemination. The assessment will provide an 

up to date and accurate picture of the impact of the drought, and 

predictions for the coming months. Preliminary results suggest that the 

number of food insecure people requiring emergency assistance will have 

increased to 350,000. 

 UNICEF Swaziland hosted UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador David Beckham 

who met with children affected by the drought. During his visit Beckham 

heard and saw how the worst drought in decades - now taking hold of 

vast swathes of Eastern and Southern Africa - is threatening to wreak 

havoc on the lives of children and families already made vulnerable by 

HIV. His mission contributed towards raising the profile of the impact of 

drought on children in Eastern and Southern Africa, (Swaziland included) 

and supporting fundraising initiatives.   

 The Ministry of Health (MoH) launched a measles and rubella 

immunization campaign, supported by UNICEF and WHO, to provide 

vaccination to all eligible children. The campaign is expected to be 

completed by August.  

 UNICEF has trained staff at 25 of the 31 Integrated Management of Acute 

Malnutrition (IMAM) sites in the country for the collection of real time 

information on supplies and children’s cases.  

 

Date: June 2016 

 (The numbers below are estimates and represent 
people affected by end of March 2016) 
 

300,320 people affected by drought  

 

189,000 children affected by drought   
 

165,000 children affected by drought in 

the two most affected regions of Lubombo 
and Shiselweni  
 

200,897 people food insecure  
 

90,404 children food insecure 

 

8,460 children 6-59 months affected by 

severe and moderate acute malnutrition 
(1,410 SAM; 7,050 MAM)  

 

UNICEF Swaziland Appeal 2016 

US$ 2,980,800 
 

 

 Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
An El Niño-induced drought has seriously affected food and nutrition 
security and water availability across Swaziland. A national emergency 
was declared by the Government of Swaziland in February 2016. The 
number of people in need has been particularly hard to establish given 
that the humanitarian needs arising as a direct consequence of the 
drought exacerbate existing high levels of poverty and inadequate 
nutrition.  A quantitative picture of the impact of the drought is expected 
on completion of a Vulnerability Assessment report that will be released 
in July. The report will provide updated figures of the number of people 
in need for both food security and livelihoods and water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH). Several sectors are in the process of reviewing their 
implementation plans to ensure they are updated as the crisis develops. 
The risk of La Niña impacts must now be considered, as the possibility of 
flooding and storms following the severe El Niño event could further 
devastate a population with limited resilience due to the drought.    
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

89% Funding Gap 

$342,400 
Funds 

Received 

Women with 7 month old child walk for over an hour to access water in drought hit Lubombo. 

 

 

Funds Received Funding Gap

Funding 
requirements: 

$2,980,800

Funding gap: 
$2.6 million

Funds received:
$342,400
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Humanitarian leadership and coordination   
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is responsible for coordinating the emergency on behalf of the 
Government of Swaziland (GoS). The NDMA hosts regular fortnightly Inter Sector meetings to facilitate coordination 
between the respective Government Ministries/Departments, UN agencies and NGOs. NDMA is supporting the 
development of sectoral response implementation plans, which set out the needs and activities to be taken to address 
those needs. As Sector co-lead, UNICEF is supporting the finalization of the Education Sector Response Plan which 
focusses on the provision of school feeding programs and WASH in schools, with particular emphasis on water provision 
to support access to quality of education by learners and the ability of schools to operate.   
 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy aims to address humanitarian needs outlined by the GoS National Emergency Response 
Mitigation and Adaptation Plan (NERMAP) that was issued in January 2016, and to ensure that the Core Commitments 
for Children in Humanitarian Action (CCCs) are upheld. UNICEF and partners will focus on providing optimal access to 
life saving WASH, health and nutrition services for women and children, as well as critical education and children 
protection services in the affected areas. A Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) is being developed with the support of 
OCHA to complement the NERMAP.  
 
UNICEF’s response focuses on providing continued access to safe water and sanitation/hygiene facilities and raising 
awareness on sanitation and hygiene issues in affected communities and schools. Malnutrition surveillance will be 
enhanced and therapeutic feeding products will be distributed to IMAM sites for support of severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) cases. UNICEF aims to ensure the continued access to health care services for women and children through the 
distribution of essential drugs and supplies to health clinics across the affected region and by providing testing, 
treatment and support for people living with HIV. UNICEF will work to prevent gender based and economic abuse and 
exploitation of all vulnerable groups, and will work to further facilitate the protection, care and wellbeing of women and 
children among the affected population.  

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

 
WASH 
Ongoing activities include the repair and rehabilitation of pumps and wells, which are being damaged by the lowering of 
the water table and increased use due to the dry conditions; and, the trucking of water to 19 communities, schools and 
clinics most in need. Funding continues to be a limitation in implementation. The results of the Vulnerability Assessment 
will provide an updated number of people in need of WASH support and this will guide the use of USD $634,000 recently 
announced by the GoS for rural WASH needs.  
 

Education 
The Education response is integrated with the WASH response, and is focusing on WASH interventions in schools to 
ensure their safety and continued operation throughout the drought period. In addition, the sector is pushing for the 
realisation of a school breakfast programme. There continues to be challenges in confirming the extent of the needs, 
however the Ministry of Education and Training (MoET) is working to establish sex and age disaggregated data relating 
to the needs and is developing tools for prioritisation in order to ensure support reaches the schools in greatest need. 

                                                        
1 NERMAP January 2016 to March 2022. 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Numbers below are estimates based on percentage of affected population)  
(The numbers represent people to be affected by drought by end of May 20161)  

 Total Male (49%) Female (51%) 

Total Affected Population 300,320 147,157 153,163 

Children Affected (Under 18) 189,000 92,610 96,390 

Children Under Five 40,843 20,013 20,830 

Pregnant women 8,750   

Children Affected in Lubombo & Shiselweni  
(2 most affected regions) 

165,000 80,850 84,150 

People Food insecure 200,897 (18% of population) 98,440 102,457 

Children Food insecure 90,404 44,298 46,106 
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This will inform the comprehensive implementation plan under development for the Education Sector. 
 

Health & Nutrition  
The IMAM programme has become one of the latest to use RapidPro, an SMS based system for information gathering 
and sharing. Staff at 25 IMAM sites were trained on RapidPro. The aim of this effort is to obtain real time data on supply 
quantitates and the number of children being managed. UNICEF and WHO are supporting the MoH with the current 
Measles Rubella (MR) campaign. UNICEF was instrumental in social mobilisation and also availed resources for 
information, education and communication (IEC) material development as well as transport for mobilization. UNICEF 
continues to be a member of the technical working group that provides leadership for the MR campaign as well as the 
planned post coverage survey. UNICEF supported the procurement of 300 cartons (six months of supply) of ready to use 
therapeutic food (RUTF) for the management of acute malnutrition in children.   
 

Child Protection 
UNICEF provided technical support for the development of the child protection assessment tool. This assessment will 
add much needed scale to a smaller assessment currently being conducted by World Vision supported by UNICEF and 
UNFPA.  

 
Communications for Development (C4D)   
This June, the month of the Child, focused on the effects of the current drought on children. In commemoration, 
community dialogues were held in three schools where children highlighted the different ways in which the drought has 
affected them. UNICEF and UNFPA provided dignity kits to the girls in these schools. Faith Based Organisations (FBOs) 
also used this period to call for action from their various followers to protect children from the adverse effects of drought. 
Radio programmes facilitated by the Children’s Consortium NGO partners focused on discussions about the issues 
presented by children during the dialogues. Several human interest stories highlighting the effects of the drought on 
children and their families were documented during the visit of David Beckham – the UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador – 
and are being used to support fundraising initiatives. The C4D emergency task force continues to meet weekly and has 
prioritized conducting community dialogues in drought affected areas to emphasise key messages around promotion of 
good hygiene practices, nutrition and the importance of adhering to Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART) even when food is 
scarce. 
 

Supply and Logistics   
UNICEF is expecting the delivery of nutrition related equipment, including measuring and weighing equipment, which 
will be used to provide support for nutrition surveillance. Deliveries are expected in August.  
 

Funding 
 

Funding Requirements for 2016 

Appeal Sector 

Requirements 
US$ 

Funds received  
(US$) Funding gap 

  $ % 

Nutrition $324,000 0 $324,000 100% 

Health $324,000 0 $324,000 100% 

WASH $1,944,000  $342,400 1,601,600 82% 

Child Protection $151,200 0 $151,200 100% 

Education $21,600 0 $21,600 100% 

HIV and AIDS $216,000 0 $216,000 100% 

Total 2,980,800 342,400 2,638,400 89% 
 

Next SitRep: 31July 2016 
 
UNICEF Swaziland: http://www.unicef.org/swaziland/   
UNICEF Swaziland: https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland 
UNICEF Swaziland: https://twitter.com/Unicef_Swazi 

 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Rachel Odede 
Representative, 
Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5343 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: rodede@unicef.org  
 
 

Tanya Radosavljevic  
Deputy Representative 
Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7602 5147 
Fax: +268 2404-5202 
Email: tradosavljevic@unicef.org  
 

Boniswa Dladla 
WASH Officer, 
Swaziland 
Tel: +268 7611 8530 
Fax+268 2404-5202 
Email: bdladla@unicef.org 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Unicef-Swaziland
mailto:rodede@unicef.org
mailto:tradosavljevic@unicef.org
mailto:bdladla@unicef.org
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

^ Undertaken using reprogrammed funds. 
*Pending funding. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UNICEF Swaziland Results Table 2016 
2016 Cluster Response  

2016 UNICEF  
Response 

Target 
 

Total 
Results 

Target Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE      

# of people provided with access to water (7.5-15L per person 
per day) 

  64,000 17,500 

# of people reached with hygiene and sanitation promotion 
messages  

  320,000 0* 

# of children in schools provided with access to appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

  74,000 0* 

# of children provided with hygiene kits in schools   37,000 0* 

EDUCATION      

# of students and teachers/support staff reached by 
awareness campaigns on how to mitigate the effects of the 
drought  

332,084 
students 

11,117 
teachers  

31,150 74,000 0* 

HEALTH      

# of children under 5 reached with measles and routine EPI 
immunization 

 35,000 20,000 

# of women and children provided with access to health 
clinics stocked with essential supplies and drugs to treat 
common childhood illnesses 

 47,000 15,400 

NUTRITION      

# of children 6-59 months with acute malnutrition (SAM 
1,058 and MAM 5,288) receiving treatment  

8,460  
1,058 SAM 
5,288 MAM 

55 SAM 
70 MAM 

# of children 6-59 months provided with Vitamin A 
supplementation 

  108,765 45,085^ 

# of children 12-59 months provided with deworming 
treatment 

  86,988 42,363^ 

CHILD PROTECTION     

# of children and women provided with protection services, 
including case management, psychosocial care and linkages 
to social protection support  

  2,400 0* 

# of women and children reached with protection messages 
to expand knowledge on protection services 

  50,000 0* 

HIV/AIDS 

# of people retained on HIV treatment and provided with 
HIV-related information and access to services 

  13,700 0* 


