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# of people affected 

3,100,000 children 

5,800,000 people 
 (Source: Sudan HRP 2016) 

 

# of people displaced in Darfur 
1,200,000 children 

1,980,000 people 

(Source: Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2016) 
 

# of South Sudanese refugees since 

outbreak of conflict on 15 December 2013 

245,048children1 
351,048 people # of South Sudanese 

refugees since outbreak of conflict on 15 

December 2013 
(Source: UNHCR Information Sharing Portal, 15March 

2017. Approximately 70% of South Sudanese refugees are 

children) 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 110.25 million  

UNICEF Key Response with Partners in 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1The number of children among South Sudanese children was calculated based on statistics presented in the HRP 2016, that show that 70% of South Sudanese 

refugees are children. 

 
 

UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

 
Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

# boys and girls receiving psycho-
social support 

139,430 26,981 358,840 38,053 

# of children who have received 
education in emergency supplies 
and recreational materials 

310,000 10,005 400,000 19,006 

# of boys and girls under 1 year of 
age receiving first dose of measles 
vaccine 

523,179 102,154 462,161 101,423 

# of children 6-59 months affected 
by Severe Acute Malnutrition ad-
mitted to treatment 

250,000 14,433 250,000 14,433 

# of affected people with access to 
improved drinking water 

290,000 31,001 660,000 139,708 

2017 Funding
Requirement:

$110.25M

 

SUDAN 
 Humanitarian

 Situation Report 
March 2017 

 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 

 53,880 refugees have arrived in Sudan from South Sudan since the beginning 
of 2017, with up to 85% being women and children. The main destinations are 
the states of White Nile, South and West Kordofan, and South Darfur.   

 UNICEF supported the treatment of 876 suspected cases of acute watery di-
arrhea (AWD) in Red Sea state, 264 of these were children under five. 

 23,000 South Sudanese refugees in El Leri locality in South Kordofan, includ-
ing 6,481 new arrivals, and 11,000 conflict affected people in Kurmuk locality 
in Blue Nile state received water through water trucking interventions. 

 802 children were identified as unaccompanied or separated children (UASC) 
in March 2017. UNICEF and partners supported family tracing and reunifica-
tion (FTR) efforts and these children have either been successfully reunified 
with their families, or placed in alternative care. 

 UNICEF and partners supported 6,420 emergency affected children (3,226 
girls and 3,194 boys) living in camps or remote and hard to reach areas with 
their travel, room and board costs during the annual Grade Eight examination 
week. 

 An estimated, 31,654 children in IDP and refugee camps were screened for 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM). Of these, 1,108 were found to have SAM. 
Through UNICEF’s support, all the children with SAM were admitted in Out-
patient Therapeutic Program (OTP) sites for treatment. 

Funding gap: 

$91.83M 

 

 

 

Carry-forward*: 

$10.03M 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

to date: 

$8.39M 

 

 

 

 

©UNICEF-SUD2017-0052-SariOmer 

*Carry forward figures from 2016 are provisional and sub-

ject to change based on the yearend financial closure. 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
The first three months of 2017 have seen over 53,880 South Sudanese refugees (SSRs) cross into Sudan2, far surpassing 

expectations and escalating a deepening humanitarian crisis emanating from the ongoing armed conflict and the recent 

famine declaration in South Sudan. From 21 to 27 February 2017, an interagency assessment mission to El Leri, South 

Kordofan state was conducted to assess the influx and trend of passage of South Sudanese refugees. Statistics provided 

by IOM and the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) show that between 15 and 28 February, a total of 7,604 individuals 

and 1,512 households moved into South Kordofan, and 5,435 individuals in El Leri itself. Findings from the interagency 

assessment reveal that 719 cases of unaccompanied or separated children have been reported among the new arrivals. 

Because of the few functional water sources available, access to water was found to be very limited, with women and 

children (including girls and boys) having to wait four hours for their turn to draw water. The assessment mission also 

found that all school aged children from among the new arrivals (approximately 1,320 children) are yet to be enrolled in 

school. Consultations with newly arrived South Sudanese Refugee mothers found that a majority of children under the 

age of one are not protected against vaccine preventable diseases, as they were unable to access any vaccination services 

in their country due to instability. 

 

Newly Reached Areas 
The humanitarian landscape has gradually opened up since the beginning of 2017, and UNICEF has been granted access 

to a few hard-to-reach areas of Kurmuk (Blue Nile State), Golo (Central Darfur State) and Belle El Serief (South Darfur 

State), the latter had not been accessible for over five years. UNICEF has begun working with the Government of Sudan, 

state level officials as well as partners to bring long overdue and essential assistance, including child protection, 

education, health, nutrition and WASH, to the vulnerable communities in the newly reached areas. 

UNICEF has been working with the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) in Blue Nile to assign additional staff to Kurmuk 

hospital, as well as provide essential supplies to health centres. Through UNICEF’s support, partners have distributed 

8,000 chlorine tablets in Dindero (Blue Nile) for household water treatment, installed two water bladders of 10,000 litres 

each, and provided water trucks bringing 260 barrels of water to the Dindero population daily, benefitting approximately 

47,222 people. Rehabilitation of 10 schools and 6 latrine units is also underway in Kurmuk, Dindero, Jort and Bolang, in 

addition to the provision of school supplies. These interventions benefitted 2,855 children. 

With the support of UNICEF, the Central Darfur SmoH has established a cold chain in Golo hospital and provided the 

necessary vaccines. Routine vaccination has begun at the hospital, alongside the health kits and essential drugs that have 

been provided to Golo hospital through the SmoH. UNICEF and the State Ministry of Education have begun providing 

classroom seating, recreation kits and School in a Box kits covering 3,000 students in five schools in Golo. UNICEF’s sup-

port to the Water and Environment (WES) department in Gol0 has resulted in six newly drilled hand pumps and one new 

mini water yard. UNICEF has also provided chlorine for water treatment covering the whole of Golo. 

 

In Belle El Serif, UNICEF has partnered with Oxfam America to sensitise the community on the importance of proper 

hygiene practices and dangers of open defecation. This sensitisation activity coupled with the construction of 905 house-

hold latrines has benefitted 5,500 individuals. UNICEF also supported the strengthening of delivery services at a health 

facility in Al Malam town, approximately 25 kilometres away from Belle El Sereif. In addition, UNICEF has supported the 

construction of one dam and one well in Deribat benefitting 15,000 individuals in Deribat and surrounding villages, as 

well as the rehabilitation of three hand pumps in Belle El Sereif, serving water to 1,500 individuals. WASH partners esti-

mate that 46% of the population in Belle El Sereif are children. 
 

People with Humanitarian Needs in Sudan 
(Estimates calculated based on Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2016) 

Start of humanitarian response: January 2016 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 5.8 million 3 million 2.8 million 

Refugees 0.7 million 70% children (0.5 million) 

IDPs 2.2 million 60% children  (1.3 million) 

 
2 According to the UNHCR Information Sharing Portal: http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=204 
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Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
The development of the multi-year Humanitarian Strategy is ongoing, and there was a validation retreat held with 

Government of Sudan on 19 March.  The four UNICEF-led sectors, child protection (subsector), education, nutrition, and 

WASH, held in depth consultative discussions with their respective Government line ministries, to develop sector 

strategies in line with the multi-year strategy.  It is anticipated that the Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2017 

will be finalized by the end of April 2017.   

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy in Sudan is targeting 4.6 million people for assistance including 2.4 million children. 

UNICEF has adopted an integrated approach to programme delivery and has prioritised 72 localities for assistance based 

on vulnerability criteria, rather than status (refugee, IDP, returnee). Immediate life-saving assistance continues to focus 

on sustainable assistance programmes that promote resilience amongst affected populations and effective use of 

resources, including funding. UNICEF’s humanitarian interventions are in line with CCC’s and humanitarian principles and 

adopt a principled approach with continued advocacy to reach children in the conflict affected areas of Blue Nile, Nuba 

Mountains and Jebel Marra in Darfur where there has been limited humanitarian access since 2011. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Child Protection 

There continues to be considerable progress in the implementation of the Government of Sudan’s Action Plan for the 

Protection of Children from Violations in Armed Conflict. In March, The UN was given permission and access by the 

Government to conduct monitoring and verification visits in areas where allegations of grave violations against children 

have been reported. As a result of consistent advocacy by UNICEF, along with the Resident Coordinator and UNAMID, 

the UN has received full cooperation from the Government to undertake monitoring and verification missions in Central 

Darfur and Blue Nile states. 

UNICEF continues to support the provision of psychosocial support services (PSS) through child friendly spaces, mobile 

teams or direct home visits. As of March, UNICEF’s caseload of children receiving structured and sustained PSS in 

emergency affected states was 30,529 children (15,231 girls; 15,298 boys). The caseload includes children who began 

receiving PSS in 2016. Since the last report in February 2017, an additional 11,564 children (5,811 girls and 5,753 boys) 

have been reported to have received PSS services. White Nile and East Darfur states in particular saw an increase of 

children receiving PSS due to the ongoing influx of South Sudanese refugee children.  

802 children (361 girls and 441 boys) were identified as unaccompanied or separated children (UASC) in the month of 

March. Through UNICEF’s and its partner’s family tracing and reunification (FTR) efforts, these children have either been 

successfully reunified with their families in Central Darfur, South Darfur, East Darfur, Blue Nile, White Nile, South and 

West Kordofan or been placed in alternative care arrangements. White Nile continues to be the state with the highest 

number of UASC identified and receiving care. 

Education 

In March 2017, UNICEF and partners supported 6,420 emergency affected children (3,226 girls and 3,194 boys) living in 

camps or remote and hard to reach areas with their travel, room and board costs during the annual Grade Eight 

examination week. In Sudan, Grade Eight examinations mark the completion of primary education and the transition to 

secondary education. Due to budgetary and other logistical limitations, a limited number of examination centres are set 

up in each state and students are expected to travel to the assigned centres within the state where they attended school. 

This is challenging for IDP children who fled their conflict affected states. 2,971 (1,500 girls; 1,471 boys) of the children 

supported during Grade Eight examination week were in Korma, Kebkabiya and rural El Fasher in North Darfur; 1,974 

(1,117 girls; 857 boys) were supported in Nertiti, Golo, Rokoro and Umdukhun localities in Central Darfur; 941 (394 girls; 

547 boys) were supported in Sharg El Gabal in South Darfur and 534 (215 girls; 319 boys) were South Sudanese Refugee 

children supported in White Nile. In addition, UNICEF provided 34 emergency latrines to Grade Eight examination 

centres, enabling 1,190 pupils (340 girls; 850 boys) to access gender sensitive facilities. 

Some 3,864 children (1,932 girls; 1,932 boys) in Kurmuk, Jurut, and Bulang in Blue Nile State accessed quality education 

as a result of UNICEF’s provision of education supplies, and 48 school teachers (15 women; 33 men) gained increased 
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instructional knowledge and skills for educating internally displaced children through a UNICEF supported Life-skills  and 

Emergencies Training in Tawilla, North Darfur State. 

Health

During the month of March, UNICEF supported the treatment of 876 suspected cases of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) in 

Red Sea state, 264 of these were children under the age of five. In addition, UNICEF distributed a total of 732,229 Long 

Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs) to emergency affected populations in North Darfur (15,900 LLINs to Tawilla locality) 

and West Kordofan (716,329 LLINs to 14 localities) as part of its support to malaria prevention. 

UNICEF vaccination interventions have continued. With UNICEF’s support, a total of 10,298 under five children affected 

by emergencies received the Penta3 vaccine; 9,461 children received their first dose of the measles vaccine; and 1,059 

received their second dose of the measles vaccine. In addition, 250 South Sudanese women of child bearing age in 

refugee camps and entry points in East Darfur, South Kordofan (Elliri, Abugubiha and Abasha), West Kordofan (Meiram 

and Kilak) and White Nile received the Tetanus Toxoid vaccine. UNICEF has continued to reduce gaps in access for 

vulnerable communities to essential medical drugs across the country. 

Eight midwifery kits were provided in West Darfur state; 16 Primary Health Care (PHC) kits in White Nile & North Darfur; 

20 Integrated Management of Child Illnesses (IMCI) kits in Central Darfur (Gaba Mara, Golo and Nertiti localities); 10 IMCI 

kits and 6 cartons of ORS in Blue Nile (Kurmuk locality); and 885 amoxicillin syrup and 1,380 ORS sachets to White Nile. 

In response to the South Sudanese Refugee influx in South Kordofan, UNICEF supported the provision of 40 Primary 

Health Care (PHC) kits, two refrigerators and long lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) to El Leri locality through the State 

Ministry of Health (SMoH). 

Nutrition 

During the reporting month, 31,654 children (15,800 boys: 15,854 girls) were screened for SAM in IDP and refugee camps. 

Severe acute malnutrition was detected among 1,108 of them (544 boys; 564 girls). All children suffering from severe 

acute malnutrition were admitted to the OTP sites for treatment. Across the country, 12 887 children received treatment 

for SAM in the reporting month. In addition, 9,488 caregivers in IDP and refugee camps received counselling services on 

recommended infant and young child feeding practices. Cumulatively, 27,011 children (13,511 boys; 13,500 girls) have 

been admitted for treatment for SAM while 107,005 mothers have received counselling on recommended infant and 

young child feeding practices since the beginning of the year. 

In South Kordofan, UNICEF has coordinated mass Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) screening in El Leri locality, 

where 12,895 children were screened, 2,046 were South Sudanese Refugee (SSR) children. 58 were found with SAM, 15 

with Odema and 305 with MAM. All were referred for treatment in the OTP and the SFP program. In the Kario South 

Sudanese Refugee camp based in East Darfur, UNICEF facilitated transfer of management of the nutrition response from 

the Ministry of Health to the National Initiative Development Organization (NIDO), a local NGO, while UNICEF continues 

to provide ongoing technical assistance, to respond effectively to the rapid increase in the refugee population in the 

camp. The nutrition response is integrated with health services such as immunization, IMCI and maternal health services, 

ensuring synergy with the humanitarian response. 

UNICEF also expanded response to internally displaced persons in North Jebel Marra by collaborating with International 

Medical Corps and Catholic Relief Services to open 5 additional outpatient therapeutic programme (OTPs), bringing the 

total number of OTPs in the region to six as compared to just one at the end of 2016. UNICEF provides monitoring support 

and on the job training through dedicated field staff based in Central Darfur. 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Some 23,000 South Sudanese refugees in Elirri locality in South Kordofan, 6,481 of whom were new arrivals, and 11,000 

conflict affected people in Kurmuk locality in Blue Nile state have had access to water through water trucking. Of these 

beneficiaries, 8,001 (comprising of South Sudanese refugees, IDPs and host communities) were provided with access to 

new or improved water sources in South Kordofan (1,501), West Darfur (6,000) and North Darfur (500) states.  
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In addition to ongoing hygiene promotion interventions for existing emergency affected populations, 16,897 individuals 

were new beneficiaries of hygiene promotion messages with a focus on hand-washing with soap, distribution of bathing 

and hand-washing soap for 4,500 households. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

Through UNICEF’s support, around 167 individuals (85 children; 45 females; 37males) in five communities in the Blue Nile 

locality of Kurmuk, a locality that had not been reached for the past five years, participated in discussions on their beliefs 

and practices with regards to open defecation, health seeking behaviours, hygiene, birth registration and other social 

practices. The findings from the discussions will be used to inform future intervention strategies. 

 
In West Darfur, UNICEF has supported Sudan Ministry of Health (SMoH) with the dissemination of communication 

materials on hand-washing with soap and the use of ORS in Umtajook, Sanidadi, Muraiat, and Azirni areas of Sirba and 

Kerenik localities (West Darfur), reaching 2,000 individuals (300 girls; 200 boys; 1200 women; 300 men) with hygiene 

messages on the prevention of diarrhoeal diseases. Through UNICEF’s support, about 321 women and 157 men from 

eight communities in North Delta locality, Kassala State benefitted from mobile cinema awareness sessions during which 

662 flyers on prevention of acute water diarrhoea (AWD) were distributed. 

 

Media and External Communication 

The Media and External Relations team provided extensive media coverage, including social media, of key public advo-

cacy events including the kick off of a 3-year project funded by Korea, aiming to provide life-saving WASH services for 

refugees and host communities in the new and old South Sudanese Refugee settings and surrounding host community 

areas, in West Kordofan and South Kordofan. The team also supported a joint donor briefing on the Scaling Up Nutrition 

(SUN) initiative hosted by UNICEF in collaboration with UN SUN Network comprising of FAO, IFAD, UNFPA, UNICEF, 

WFP, WHO, and the World Bank to foster a multi-sectoral response to malnutrition in Sudan, where Global Acute Mal-

nutrition (GAM) is above the emergency threshold at 16.3%. 

 

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser of Qatar visited education programmes helping 600,000 out-of-school children 

get an education in Sudan. During a two-day mission that included visits to Educate a child/UNICEF supported Alterna-

tive Learning Programme centres in Khartoum and North Kordofan states respectively. Her Highness witnessed how 

Educate A Child and UNICEF are helping the countries most excluded and vulnerable children access an education.  This 

was also widely covered on social media. 

 

Funding 

UNICEF’s 2017 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal for Sudan, launched in January 2017, amounts to 

US$110.25 million to respond to children’s humanitarian needs across the country. According to the 2016 Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) for Sudan, an estimated 5.8 million people are in dire need of humanitarian assistance, including 

over 3 million children. UNICEF in Sudan is planning to reach 2.4 million children across the country in 2017. 

 
UNICEF Sudan would like to extend its continued appreciation to all donors that support the humanitarian response in 

Sudan. New, critical funding against the HAC was received in March from the governments of Japan and Sweden. 

Currently, the 2017 UNICEF HAC appeal has a funding gap of over US$91.8 million (83 percent unfunded). 
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Next SitRep: 10 May 2017 

UNICEF Sudan: www.unicef.org/sudan 

UNICEF Sudan Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSudan123 

UNICEF Sudan Humanitarian Action for Children: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3Programme targets in the 2017 UNICEF Sudan HAC are based on the targets of the HRP 2016, including the Refugee Multi-Sector 
4Funds received include carry over figures from 2016 which are provisional and subject to change based on the year-end financial closure. 
5The amount listed as ‘other’ includes earmarked funds which are not linked to specific sectors. 

Funding Requirements (as per UNICEF Sudan 2017 HAC appeal)3 

Appeal Sector 
Requirements 

(USD) 

Funds Available4 

(USD) 

Funding gap 

$ % 

Cluster/Sector Coordination  - 46,222 -46,222 - 

Child Protection  8,712,200 2,351,759 6,360,441 73% 

Education 21,663,727 2,722,130 18,941,597 87% 

Health 10,877,972 1,509,406 9,368,566 86% 

Nutrition 36,776,073 3,473,617 33,302,456 91% 

WASH 32,217,197 4,895,426 27,321,771 85% 

Sub-total 110,247,169 14,998,560 95,248,609  

Other5 3,418,103  

Grand Total 110,247,169 18,416,663 91,830,507 83% 

Abdullah Fadil 
Representative 
UNICEF Sudan 
Email: afadil@unicef.org 
Tel: +249 (0)156 553 670 ext. 300 
 
 
 
 
 

Alison Parker 
Chief of Communication  
UNICEF Sudan  
Email: aparker@unicef.org 
Tel: +249 (0)156 553 670 ext. 310  
 
 
 

Who to  
contact for 
further  
information: 

http://www.unicef.org/sudan
https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSudan123
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
mailto:afadil@unicef.org
mailto:aparker@unicef.org
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 20176 

 

 
6 Sector targets and UNICEF targets reflect the Sudan HRP 2016. 
7 The Overall Needs column represents the overall figure of people with humanitarian needs by sector as per the HRP 2016. Please note, refugees are covered by 

the Refugee Multi-Sector and their needs are not included in the technical sectors. 
8UNICEF targets include targets in technical sectors and the Refugee Multi-Sector. As a result, in some cases UNICEF targets may be higher than sector targets. 
9 Results reported on these indicators by the Education Sector are one month prior to the sitrep date due to partner reporting mechanisms.  
10 Results reported on this indicator are one month prior to the sitrep date due to partner reporting mechanisms. 
11 For this indicator the UNICEF target is based on partner targets, including the Ministry of Health target, which represents 95% of the HRP 2016 targeted popu-

lation. This is higher than the Health Sector target which is 85% of the HRP 2016 targeted population. 
12 Results reported on this indicator under the Health Sector currently only reflect UNICEF contributions. Full results from all sector participants will be included 

once published by the sector lead, WHO. 
13Results reported on these indicators are one month prior to the sitrep date due to partner reporting mechanisms. 
14WASH results report against the provision of new water facilitates (water trucking is not reflected) and new latrines. Operation and maintenance of existing 

water facilities and the rehabilitation of existing latrines are not reflected. 

 
Overall 

Needs7 

Sector (Cluster) Response  UNICEF 

2017 

Target  

Total  

Results 

Change 

since last 

report   

▲▼ 

2017 

Target 8 

Total  

Results 

Change 

since last 

report   

▲▼ 

CHILD PROTECTION  

# boys and girls receiving 

psychosocial support 

2 million 

358,840 38,053 18,468 139,430 26,981 11,564 

# separated and unaccompanied 

boys and girls receiving long-

term alternative care 

arrangements 

5,600 916 610 2,200 1,260 802 

EDUCATION9 

# of school-aged boys and girls 

accessing safe learning spaces 

1.6 million 

180,000 14,466 6,335 115,000 890 0 

# of children who have received 

education in emergency supplies 

and recreational materials 

400,000 19,006 9,690 310,000 10,005 3,864 

HEALTH 

# of boys and girls under 1 year 

of age receiving first dose of 

measles vaccine 10 
3.9 million 

462,161 101,423 27,702 523,17911 102,154 28,119 

# of conflict affected people 

having access to primary health 

care services 12 

3,400,000 520,000 160,000 1,859,300 580,000 200,000 

NUTRITION13 

# of children 6-59 months 

affected by Severe Acute 

Malnutrition admitted to 

treatment 2 million 

250,000 14,433 1,108 250,000 27,011 12,887 

# of caregivers receiving infant 

and young child feeding (IYCF) 

counselling 

300,000 17,466 9,488 300,000 107,005 60,525 

WASH14 

# of affected people with access 

to improved drinking water  

5.4 million 

660,000 139,708 63,708 290,000 31,001 8,001 

# of affected people with access 

to safe means of excreta 

disposal  

370,000 77,487 37,933 270,000 20,638 0 

# of affected people reached 

with hygiene messages and 

sensitisation activities 

1,800,000 232,461 113,799 780,000 78,811 16,897 


