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Funds 
Available, 

61M

Carry-
forward,

23M

Funding 
gap,137M

Funding Status (in US$)

 

  

Situation in Numbers 

4.4 million 
Children in Need of 

Humanitarian Assistance 

 

8.3 million   
People in Need of Humanitarian 

Assistance 
(OCHA, HNO, January 2021) 

 

1.62 million   
Internally Displaced People 
(OCHA, Snapshot, April 2021) 

 
1.4 million children expected to suffer 

from acute malnutrition  
(UNICEF, HAC, 2021) 

 

South Sudan 

Country Office 
Humanitarian Situation 

Report No. 157 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
• UNICEF and Education Cluster partners worked collaboratively 

with the Ministry of Education and General Instruction to 
successfully re-open schools across the country on the 3 May. 

• From January to May 2021, over 90,000 children suffering from 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were treated in inpatient and 
outpatient therapeutic programs. The performance indicators for 
SAM treatment were above the acceptable minimum Sphere 
standards, with a cure rate of 95.6 per cent, a death rate of 0.2 per 
cent and a defaulter rate of 2.3 per cent. 

• During the period January to May 2021, UNICEF with the support 
of implementing partners provided curative consultations to 
705,650 individuals (324,517 males and 381,133 females) through 
static health facilities, community outreach activities and the Boma 
Health Initiative (BHI). 

• UNICEF is supporting the construction of water supply systems for 
urban and peri-urban communities. To date, UNICEF completed a 
water supply system in Juba. The system will serve an estimated 
population of 70,000 people living in the city and an additional 
33,000 vulnerable people living in internally displaced people’s 
(IDP) camps. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

*Funding available includes funds received in the current year; carry-over from the previous year; and 

repurposed funds with agreement from donors. 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2021 

US$ 198 million 

UNICEF Representative Hamida Lasseko discusses urban water supply in Wau. Both 

urban and rural water supply are critical to stop water-borne diseases. ©UNICEF/South 

Sudan 

 

Reporting Period: 1-31 May 2021 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
In 2021, UNICEF is appealing for US$198 million to provide life-saving services for women, men and children in South 
Sudan, of which 42 per cent is funded. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public and private donors who 
have continued to support multi-sectoral humanitarian programmes. Without adequate funding, UNICEF and partners 
will be unable to continue supporting integrated humanitarian programmes as well as the provision of  critical and 
protective services for women, children and men displaced by conflict and flooding, affected by gender-based violence, 
facing life-threatening diseases (including COVID-19), and impacted by extreme food and nutrition insecurity. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Two years after the signing of the revitalized peace agreement, women and children in South Sudan continue to be faced 
with multiple risks which include extreme food and nutrition insecurity, residual impact of floods, localized conflict, an 
ongoing economic crisis and disease outbreaks including COVID-19. In addition, the lack of durable peace and limited 
investment in basic services is holding back people from stability and sustainable development. The combination of these 
shocks has led to a substantial increase in vulnerabilities. An immediate and key priority for the humanitarian community 
is to prepare for the upcoming rainfall season which is forecasted to lead to major floods. Whilst there has been a decrease 
in COVID-19 cases, there is a risk of a resurgence, given the inherent risk factors.  
 
People’s ability to access humanitarian assistance continues to be hampered by violence against communities, 
humanitarian personnel and assets, rain as well as bureaucratic impediments. During the reporting month, humanitarian 
organizations reported that  Dinka and Nuer armed groups  launched armed attacks on the Murle communities in Greater 
Pibor Administrative Area (GPAA) between 7 and 19 May  resulting in displacement and loss of lives, as well as  
destruction and looting of humanitarian and civilian supplies. Recurrent incidents of age set violence were also reported 
in the area, impacting communities, and planned humanitarian response activities. Juba continues to experience multiple 
crime related incidents as well harassment by traffic and immigration authorities. In the Greater Equatoria region, main 
supply routes remained insecure for commercial as well as humanitarian convoys due to criminal activities. Ambushes, 
revenge killings and opportunistic crimes related incidents were reported in Lakes state. A total of three humanitarian 
worker deaths were reported in Unity and Eastern Equatoria states as well as GPAA during the reporting month.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Health 

UNICEF continues to work closely with the Government of South Sudan and NGO partners in supporting integrated 
primary health care services in all the 25 counties of Jonglei and Upper Nile states targeting an estimated 1.8 million 
people. The support includes the distribution of essential drugs and medical equipment and support for emergency 
preparedness and response to the Ministry of Health (both at a national and sub-national level). UNICEF Health, C4D, 
and supply teams continued supporting the COVID-19 national deployment and vaccination plan (NDVP). As of 31 May 
2021, a total of 5,841 people had received their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Micro plans for the roll out of the 
vaccines to all states were finalized during the same period.  
 
During the period January to May 2021, UNICEF with the support of implementing partners provided curative 
consultations to 705,650 individuals (324,517 males and 381,133 females) through static health facilities, community 
outreach activities and the Boma Health Initiative (BHI). This includes a total of 153,117 people (71,206 males and 
81,911 females), including 83,778 individuals under the age of five. The highest number of consultations were for malaria 
(35 per cent) followed by pneumonia (17 per cent) and diarrhoea (15 per cent). UNICEF and implementing partners, 
provided a total of 223,758 long lasting insecticide treated nets (LLITNs) to 447,516 pregnant women and children since 
the beginning of the year.   

 

Nutrition 

UNICEF is providing preventive and curative nutrition services to children and women in South Sudan in partnership 
with nutrition sector implementing partners. During the period January to May 2021, a total of 90,081 children (49,273 
girls and 40,808 boys) suffering from severe acute malnutrition, were treated in inpatient and outpatient therapeutic 
programs. The achievement was 37 per cent of the annual target and 29 per cent of the total people in need. The highest 
admission rates were recorded in Jonglei state (21.6 per cent) followed by Unity state (15.2 per cent) and Northern el 
Bahr Ghazal state (10.9 per cent). The performance indicators for SAM treatment were above the acceptable minimum 
Sphere standards, with a cure rate of 95.6 per cent, a death rate of 0.2 per cent and a defaulter rate of 2.3 per cent. 
During the same period, infant and young child feeding counselling services reached a total of 810,729 pregnant women 
and caregivers of children aged 0-23 months.  

 
A first round standalone Vitamin A and deworming campaign was completed in 77 out of 79 counties reaching a total of 
2,413,980 children (53.2 per cent girls and 46.8 per cent boys) with Vitamin A supplements and 1,995,266 children (52.6 
per cent girls and 47.4 per cent boys) with deworming tablets. The two remaining counties of Morobo and Renk could 
not be covered due to security concerns, however they will be included in the second round if the situation improves. 
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UNICEF continued to scale up the food and nutrition insecurity response in 10 high risk counties.  There are more than 
about 150 functional static and close to 50 outreach sites, being supported by 12 implementing partners in the 10 
counties. Since the beginning of the year, a total of 17,346 children with severe acute malnutrition  were admitted in the 
program in the high risk counties, the highest admissions were recorded in Pibor and Akobo counties  which had a 
cumulative proportion of 46 per cent   of the total admissions. 

 

Child Protection 

UNICEF and partners reached 1,284 children (665 boys and 619 girls) with psychosocial support activities in child-
friendly spaces in Western Equatoria, Central Equatoria, Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei, Lakes, Unity, Upper Nile and 
Northern Bahr El Ghazal states raising the total to 12,080 children reached since January 2021.  A total of 11 children 
(7 boys and 4 girls) were newly identified, registered and documented as unaccompanied and separated children 
(UASC) in Upper Nile, Jonglei, Warrap, Unity, Eastern Equatoria, Central Equatoria and Eastern Equatoria states during 
the reporting period. In addition, a total of 160 children (92 boys and 68 girls) were registered and received case 
management services according to the vulnerability criteria, in Jonglei, Unity, Upper Nile, Warrap, and Western 
Equatoria States.  
 
During the reporting month a total of 5,132 individuals (1,627 girls, 1,588 boys, 946 women and 971 men) were reached 
with explosive ordnance risk education (EORE) key messages in communities in Central and Western Equatoria states, 
this includes 470 community liaison leaders (242 women and 228 men) who were trained on key EORE messages. The 
child protection sector is working with partners to ensure the continued provision of child protection services for the most 
vulnerable children in the context of COVID-19, to date a total of 32,071 individuals (5,657 girls, 5,882 boys, 13,424 
women and 7,108 men) have received psychosocial support services in Eastern Equatoria, Western Equatoria, Unity, 
Jonglei and Northern Bahr El Ghazal states. UNICEF reached 26,323 people (11,852 boys, 14,398 girls, 35 women and 
38 men) with messages on children's rights and the Child Act of 2008. In addition, 782 people (141 boys, 70 girls 299 
women and 272 men) have had access to at least one justice service consistent with the best interest of the child and 
youths in Jonglei, Northern Bahr El Ghazal and Unity states. 
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF and implementing partners reached 6,490 people (2,064 girls, 1,688 boys, 1,805 
women and 933 men) with gender-based violence (GBV) prevention, response, and risk mitigation messages. A total 
of 732 beneficiaries (475 women and 257 girls) received case management, psychosocial support, and skills-building 
courses in the Women and Girls’ Friendly Spaces (WGFS), and referrals for other specialized and non-specialized 
services. A total of 125 people (90 women and 35 men) are participating in ongoing community discussions and will 
take actions to support positive changes in social norms and cultural practices to protect women and girls from GBV 
through the Communities Care Programme (CCP). An additional 210 people (197 women and 13 men) were reached 
through GBV prevention messages during the community actions on social norms transformation programmes.  
 

Education 

Through concerted advocacy efforts and support by UNICEF and other Cluster partners, learning institutions/schools 
re-opened in the country during the first week of May 2021. Approximately 149,802 learners (84,822 males and 64,980 
females) were enrolled in schools in the 10 states through the support of UNICEF. As part of mobilization efforts to have 
children back in school, UNICEF, and its implementing partners, supported the Ministry of Education and General 
Instruction (MoGEI) to conduct back to learning campaigns at a national and sub-national level. UNICEF, Education 
Cluster partners, and the MoGEI will continue their efforts to keep schools open and ensure adherence to COVID-19 
prevention protocols. The State Ministries of Education and General Instruction reached 1,825 schools with supplies to 
limit the spread of COVID-19 including 1,258 teachers kits, 513 early childhood development (ECD) kits, 1,160 
recreational kits, 5,697 dignity kits, 1,577 student kits, 20,000 Bars of soap and 1,200 buckets through the support from 
UNICEF.   
 

WASH 

Since the beginning of the year, the WASH programme has continued to provide critical life-saving interventions through 
the provision of access to safe water, basic sanitation, and hygiene services to the vulnerable and affected host 
communities and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in collective sites. As a result, a total of 204,884 individuals have 
been provided with access to safe drinking water through the drilling of new boreholes, rehabilitation of non-functional 
water points in communities, schools, and health facilities. UNICEF continued to provide support for the operation and 
maintenance of water yards, surface water treatment (SWAT) systems and urban water systems. UNICEF is supporting 
the construction of water supply systems for urban and peri-urban communities. To date, UNICEF completed a water 
supply system in Juba. The system will serve an estimated population of 70,000 people living in the city and an additional 
33,000 vulnerable people living in internally displaced people’s (IDP) camps. During the period January to May 2021, a 
total of 26,624 individuals gained access to basic sanitation facilities through the rehabilitation of latrines in health 
facilities and construction of communal latrines through UNICEF support. A total of 4,181 people gained access to basic 
sanitation through the community led total sanitation (CLTS) approach since the beginning of the year.   
 
The sector continued to scale up WASH activities in highly food and nutrition insecure counties namely Aweil, Pibor, 
and Akobo as well as the Greater Tonj area. In Pibor a total of two boreholes were rehabilitated enabling over 3,180 
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individuals to access safe water. In the same location, a total of 200 households received WASH NFIs and 150 
caregivers of children with acute malnutrition received WASH kits, in addition a total of 3,373 individuals were reached 
with key hygiene messages. In the Greater Tonj area, at-risk communities received access to safe water through the 
drilling of 14 new boreholes and the rehabilitation of 29 boreholes.  In addition, a total of 30 boreholes were disinfected 
using calcium hypochlorite to improve the quality of the water. A total of 6,736 caregivers of children with acute 
malnutrition received WASH kits at various nutrition centres and over 43,347 individuals were reached with key 
messages to enhance their hygiene behaviours. Overall, 141,685 individuals have been reached with key hygiene 
promotion messages to enhance their hygiene behaviours and reduce the risk of WASH related illnesses. As part of the 
WASH Cluster response, assorted WASH NFIs from the core pipeline were distributed to 36,402 individuals during the 
reporting period.  
 

Cash-based Programming 

As part of an ongoing and broad Cash transfer programme UNICEF continued to support programme sectors and 
partners to operationalize and mainstream humanitarian cash programmes in South Sudan. UNICEF has an ongoing 
unconditional cash transfer programme in Malakal whose main objective is to supplement the basic food needs of the 
vulnerable communities, most of whom are returnees and internally displaced people. The households for the 
unconditional cash transfer project were identified and registered through a collaborative effort with local partners and 
community leaders. Since the beginning of the year,  UNICEF reached 493 vulnerable households and a total of 1,871 
people (883 females and 988 males).The depreciation of the South Sudanese Pound (SSP) against the dollar however 
remains a cause for concern as prices of basic commodities continue to rise in the market thus giving a much lower 
purchasing power for vulnerable households targeted with cash programmes. Preparatory work to initiate the WASH 
voucher pilot targeting the former Juba Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites continued during the reporting month. A total 
of 9,125 households registered on the SCOPE platform in former Juba POCs 1 and 3 will be assisted to access water 
through a voucher modality under this project, in collaboration with WFP. The distribution of SCOPE cards to the targeted 
households is currently ongoing.  UNICEF is also in the process of establishing long term agreements (LTAs) with 
mobile money operators, a pilot exercise will commence during the year.    
 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

The Communication for Development section continued to respond to multiple emergencies and outbreaks in South 
Sudan through community engagement, mass media, social mobilization activities, as well as the development and 
distribution of information, education, and communication (IEC) materials. As part of the ongoing COVAX vaccination 
programme across the country, UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and partners has been supporting  
risk communication and community engagement interventions with a focus on raising awareness, building trust and 
ensuring community participation in the COVID-19 vaccination programme. The implementation uses mixed strategies 
for social mobilization and community engagement, including radio messaging, house-to-house visits, orientation of 
community influencers, training and orientation of frontline workers as well as the design, printing and display of 
information, education and communication materials. Over 300 vaccination teams comprised of vaccinators, data 
recorders, mobilizers and Boma Health teams were trained to support the COVID-19 vaccination programme in 15 
health facilities in Juba. Additionally, about 430 stakeholders/influencers namely councillors, religious and community 
leaders, youth, women representatives, teachers, public transport drivers and other business personnel were sensitized 
on the COVID-19 vaccination programme. In support of the COVID-19 vaccination programme roll-out at the sub-
national level, a total of 343 vaccination teams have been trained, and 14,100 assorted IEC materials have been 
distributed. UNICEF together with the Ministry of Health is preparing to conduct a knowledge, attitude and practices 
(KAP) survey targeting 4,000 healthcare and frontline workers. The aim of the survey is to understand the knowledge, 
attitudes, and perceptions of the vaccination programme.  A total of 135,150 households 828,929 people (358,021 males 
and 470,908 females) were reached through integrated messages which include the safe reopening of schools and the 
prevention of acute malnutrition by the community based Integrated Community Mobilization Network (ICMN).     

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 

UNICEF is co-leading three Clusters and one Area of Responsibility (AoR) out of a total of ten clusters and three AoRs 
currently active in the country. UNICEF at a national level co-leads the Child Protection AoR and the Education Cluster 
with Save the Children, the Nutrition Cluster with Concern, Action Against Hunger (ACF) and the World Food Program 
(WFP) and the WASH Cluster with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). UNICEF continued to participate in the inter-
agency protection of sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) taskforce, which functions under the auspices of the Special 
Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG)/Resident Coordinator (RC)/Humanitarian Coordinator (HC), and plays  
an active role of advocating for better protection of children against sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA).  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 

The reopening of schools in South Sudan was an important milestone for UNICEF and for all the children in the country. 
An OpEd where UNICEF was encouraging everyone to help in getting children back to school was published in the Juba 
Monitor newspaper. In addition, media houses were briefed on the reopening at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. The 
dire humanitarian situation in South Sudan was also part of the Geneva briefing. UNICEF conducted a media mission 
to Pibor with a team from Sky News, the mission focused on the severe food and nutrition insecurity situation, abduction 
of children and how UNICEF is addressing these issues. UNICEF, WFP and FAO issued a press release on the food 

https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/south-sudan-expanded-interventions-humanitarian-actors-generating-hopeful-results
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and nutrition insecurity response scale-up in South Sudan and the need for additional funding. In response to the security 
situation in Pibor and the looting of humanitarian supplies, UNICEF issued a statement on violence and looting. UNICEF 
announced new funding from the Government of Japan for cold chain equipment and the German outlet ZDF did an 
interview with UNICEF on the challenges of vaccinating people in a country like South Sudan. UNICEF trained 20 new 
child reporters in May and several reporters took part in a workshop and a reporting exercise for one of the radio stations 
in the capital. The media also covered the official handover of new textbooks from UNICEF to the Ministry of General 
Education and Instruction during the reporting month. UNICEF took part in the opening of the new World Bank office in 
Juba by producing  visibility items and publishing a story on the power of kitchen gardens, a social mobilizer with a 
mission and how the UNICEF COVID-19 response has benefits beyond fighting the pandemic. 

 
Next SitRep: 20 July 2021 
UNICEF South Sudan Crisis: www.unicef.org/southsudan  

UNICEF South Sudan Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan  

UNICEF South Sudan Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/south_sudan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

  

   Andrea Suley 

   OIC-Representative 

   UNICEF South Sudan  

   Email: asuley@unicef.org 

   

      Yves Willemot 

      Chief of Communications    

      UNICEF South Sudan          

      Email: ywillemot@unicef.org 

 

https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/violence-pibor-looting-supplies
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/unicef-welcomes-japans-contribution-strengthen-cold-chain-system-south-sudan
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/video/panorama-impfungen-entwicklungslaender-suedsudan-100.html
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/video/panorama-impfungen-entwicklungslaender-suedsudan-100.html
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/turning-table-kitchen-garden
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/polio-survivor-working-against-all-odds-save-lives-others
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/so-much-more-covid-19-response
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan
http://www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 

   UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 

 

Indicator   | Disaggregation 

Total 

 Needs 

2021 

Target 

Total 

results 

Change since last 

report 

▲▼ 

2021 

Target 

Total 

results 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition         

# children aged 6 to 59 

months with severe 

acute malnutrition 

admitted for treatment 

Girls 
 

272,978 

49,273 ▲10,789  

272,978 

49,273 ▲10,789 

Boys 
 

40,808   ▲8,877  40,808 ▲8,877 

# of children reached 

with vitamin A 

supplementation 

Girls 
 

2,971,481 

1,284,520   
2,971,48

1 

1,284,520  

Boys 
 

1,129,460   1,129,460  

# of caregivers of 

children aged 0 to 23 

months who received 

counselling on maternal, 

infant and young child 

nutrition 

Female 

 

1,133,149 810,729  ▲164,571  
1,138,30

3 
810,729 ▲164,571 

Health          

# of children aged 6 

months to 15 years 

vaccinated against 

measles 

Girls   

540,000 

6,329 0     

Boys 
 

6,080 0  
   

# of pregnant women and 

children provided with 

insecticide-treated nets in 

malaria-endemic areas 

Female 

(and 

children) 

 

340,000 447,516 ▲11,826  

   

WASH          

# of people accessing a 

sufficient quantity of safe 

water for drinking, 

cooking and personal 

hygiene 

Girls  

817,000 204,884      ▲21,456 

782,167 

 

416,577 

 

▲267,526 
Boys  799,351 

Women  726,230 

Men  692,251 

# of people accessing 

safe and appropriate 

sanitation facilities 

Girls  

303,500 26,624    ▲6,165 

782,167 

198.301 ▲141,760 
Boys  799,351 

Women  726,230 

Men  692,251 

Child Protection          

# children and caregivers 

accessing 

mental health and 

psychosocial support 

Girls  

127,000 

6,012 ▲619  

250,000 105,664 ▲26,217 
Boys  6,053 ▲665  

Women     

Men     

# of children and women 

accessing gender-based 

violence risk mitigation, 

prevention or response 

interventions 

Girls  

100,000 

7,910 ▲2,064     

Boys  6,528 ▲1,688     

Women  9,124 ▲1,805     

Men  4,914    ▲933     

Education          

# children accessing 

formal or non-formal 

education, including early 

learning   

Girls  

770,000 52,488 ▲51,649  797,024 105,318 ▲95,611 
Boys 
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# of teachers trained on 

education in 

emergencies, basic 

pedagogy, and learner 

centred methodologies 

Female  

2,500 

   

4,355 325 ▲114 

Male 

 

0 -  

Social Protection          

# of households reached 

through the cash transfer 

programme 

HHs  30,000 5,786 -    

Female  90,000 18,373 -    

Male  60,000 13,704 -    

Girls  27,000 757     

Boys  18,000 804     

Communication for 

Development 

  
    

   

# of people accessing 

mechanisms to voice 

their needs/concerns/ 

feedback, including on 

Ebola 

Female 
 

1,320,000 944,194  ▲470,908  
   

Male 
 

1,080,000 820,549  ▲358,021  
   

 

 

     Annex B 

    Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available  Funding gap 

Humanitarian 

resources 

received in 2021 

Resources 

available from 

2020 (Carry-

over) 

Funds available 

$ % 

Health  6,776,000 340,300 - 1,494,847 5,281,153 78% 

Nutrition 60,000,000 30,164,557 30,164,557 35,529,589 24,470,411 41% 

WASH 45,587,800 5,902,011 5,308,179 15,232,028 30,355,772 67% 

Education 52,032,200 - - 2,801,317 49,230,883 95% 

Child 

Protection 

25,292,600 

1,608,831 1,234,234 5,052,536 20,240,064 80% 

Social 

Protection 

4,117,000 

- - 102,659 4,014,341 98% 

Community 

engagement  

 

4,000,000 126,766 - 934,078 3,065,922 77% 

Total  197,805,600      38,142,466    23,004,588  61,147,054    136,658,546         69% 

   

   

  * The Fund Received are gross (including global recovery) whilst the Carry Forward are programmable at CO level  

     (figures are provisional).        

  

 

  

 

 

  


