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Situation in Numbers 
 

4.5 million 
Children in Need of 

Humanitarian Assistance 

 

8.3 million   
People in Need of  

Humanitarian Assistance 
(OCHA, HNO, January 2021) 

 

1.71 million   
Internally Displaced People 
(OCHA, Snapshot, September 2021) 

1.4 million  
             Children expected to suffer  

             from acute malnutrition  
                (UNICEF, HAC, 2021) 

 

South Sudan 

Country Office 
Humanitarian Situation 

Report No. 162 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 

• UNICEF is responding to the most vulnerable communities impacted 

by floods with critical and protective services for women and children 

• An estimated 800,000 people across the country have been affected 

by widespread flooding since May. 

• UNICEF has supported over 65,000 displaced women, men, boys, and 

girls through a multi-sectoral response in conflict affected Tambura 

and its surrounding areas. 

• Since January UNICEF and partners have treated 195,511 children 

suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM). 

• 376,599 individuals have been provided with access to safe drinking 

water in communities, schools, and healthcare facilities since the 

beginning of the year. 

• In October, the Integrated Community Mobilizers Network (ICMN) 

cadres reached 641,331 people with key life-saving messages. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

*Funding available includes funds received in the current year; carry-over from the previous year; and 

repurposed funds with agreement from donors. 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2021 

US$ 180 million 

 
Children collecting water in a flooded area ©National Geographic/Addario 

 

 

Funds 
received, 

62M

Carry-
forward, 

23M

Funding 
gap,95M

Funding Status (in US$)
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
In 2021, UNICEF is appealing for US$180 million to provide life-saving services for girls, boys, women and men in South 
Sudan, of which only 47 per cent is funded. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public and private donors who 
have continued to support multi-sectoral humanitarian programmes. Without adequate funding, UNICEF and partners 
will be unable to continue supporting integrated humanitarian programmes as well as the provision of  critical and 
protective services for women, children and men displaced by conflict and flooding, affected by gender-based violence, 
facing life-threatening diseases (including COVID-19), and those impacted by extreme food and nutrition insecurity. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The humanitarian crisis in South Sudan has continued to intensify and expand, affecting the most vulnerable women and 
children. The compounding effects of flooding, sub-national violence, disease outbreaks and food and nutrition insecurity 
have further diminished the capacity of people to face threats to their health, safety and livelihoods.  Over 8.3 million 
people need assistance and protection. Vast areas of the country are now under water and food insecurity is at record 
levels.  Disease outbreaks continue to be reported, weakening vulnerable people’s ability to cope with multiple shocks. 
Destruction of health-care facilities, attacks on health workers, shortages of drugs and skilled professionals have made 
access to health care facilities increasingly sparse. 

 Since May 2021, an estimated 800,000 people have been affected and 
displaced by unrelenting floods that have swept away homes and inundated 
farmlands forcing families to seek safety on higher ground. Flood waters are 
not receding, and conditions are likely to remain for many months, increasing 
vulnerability and the number of people depending on humanitarian aid to 
sustain their life. To date, people in Jonglei are the worst affected followed by 
Unity and Upper Nile state. The flooding has displaced thousands of people 
who have taken refuge on higher ground, with many sheltering in churches, 
schools, and public spaces. In Bentiu, flood waters are dangerously high, 
despite ongoing repairs of flood control dykes. As of 31 October, the Kulkal 
internally displaced people’s (IDP) settlement was flooded and there is a high 
risk of Bentiu town, IDP camp and the airstrip being submerged. Maintaining 
the operational nature of the airstrip is critical as the main supply road between 
Bentiu and Juba is cut off due to flooding. The Government, local authorities, 
the humanitarian community with support from  UNMISS are working tirelessly 
with heavy machinery to keep the water at bay and prevent further flooding of vital infrastructure.The floods have not only 
triggered immediate needs but will reverberate through the coming year as food and nutrition insecurity and WASH related 
diseases are expected to increase. Violent conflict in Tambura county, in Western Equatoria state has forced more than 
90,000 people mainly women and children to flee their homes for safety, to neighbouring counties and states. Women and 
girls have been exposed to significant human rights violations. The deployment of additional Government forces has improved 
safety however the tension continues despite negotiation efforts. Sub-national violence was reported across Jonglei, Lakes 
and Warrap states as well as the Greater Equatorias region.   

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
Health 
UNICEF works closely with the Government of South Sudan and NGO partners in support of integrated primary health 
care services in all 25 counties of Jonglei and Upper Nile states targeting an estimated 1.8 million people. Ensuring that 
health centers remain operational during flooding and conflict is a key component of the overall emergency support to 
displaced populations. The support includes the distribution of essential drugs and medical equipment for regular 
programmes and emergency preparedness and response interventions. Since the beginning of the year, a total of, 
237,892 Long lasting insecticide treated nets (LLINs) have been distributed. In October, a total of 141,038 people were 
provided with primary healthcare services, (65,468 males and 75,570 females) of which 72,712 were children under the 
age of 5 (35,441 males and 37,271 females). A total of 38% of consultations were attributed to malaria, 17% to 
pneumonia and 14% to diarrhoea, while other communicable and non-communicable diseases accounted for the 
remaining 31% of all consultations. As part of the ongoing COVID-19 response UNICEF supported the training of 656 
health workers and social mobilization teams. UNICEF has been supporting the rapidly evolving internally displaced 
people (IDP) crisis in Tambura county by coordinating several missions to the state through the Integrated Rapid 
Response Mechanism (IRRM). To date key health interventions that have been implemented through the mechanism 
include the vaccination of 6,100 children with the oral polio vaccine, 5,390 with the measles vaccine and 717 pregnant 
women with the Tetanus and Diphtheria vaccine. In addition, a total of 1,145 children under the age of five received 
curative consultations.  

 

Nutrition 
Around 1.4 million South Sudanese children under the age of  5 and another 483,000 pregnant and lactating women 
are expected to be acutely malnourished in 2021.This is the highest number in three years and is related to increased 
food insecurity and the decrease in coverage and uptake of nutrition services due to localized conflict and flooding. 

Community members rehabilitating dykes in 

Twic East 
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From January to October 2021, a total of 195,511 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (106,379 girls and 
89,132 boys) were treated in inpatient and outpatient therapeutic programs. The achievement was 80.6% of the annual 
target and 62.4% of the people in need (burden).The performance indicators for  severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 
treatment were above the acceptable minimum Sphere standards, with a cure rate of 95.7 per cent, a death rate of 0.2 
per cent and a defaulter rate of 2.4 per cent. During the same period, infant and young child feeding counselling services 
reached a total of 1,767,214 pregnant women and caregivers of children aged 0-23 months.  
 

Child Protection 
UNICEF and Partners have reached 45,257 children (24,090 boys and 21,167 girls) with psychosocial support activities 
in child-friendly spaces, schools, and communities since the beginning of the year. A total of 762 children (417 boys and 
345 girls) were newly identified, registered, and documented as unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) since 
the beginning of the year. In addition, 1,963 children (910 boys and 1,053 girls) were registered and received case 
management services according to the vulnerability criteria, in eight states. A total of 32,132 children (16,429 boys and 
15,703 girls) as well as 19,817 adults (9,579 men and 10,238 women) were reached with key messages on explosive 
ordnance risk education (EORE). Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF reached 35,867 people (15,126 boys and 
18,420 girls 1,211 women and 1,110 men) with messages on children's rights and the Child Act of 2008 in Jonglei, 
Pibor, Unity, Central Equatoria and Northern Bahr El Ghazal states. UNICEF and implementing partners reached 65,119 
individuals (17,699 girls, 14,919 boys,18,159 women and 14,342 men) with gender-based violence (GBV) prevention 
and response services, individualized case management, psychosocial support, positive social norm transformation 
messages and referrals for other specialized services. A total of 8,097 people (2,576 girls and 5,521 women) continued 
to receive specialized GBV services and psychosocial support through Women and Girls Friendly Spaces.  Under the 
Communities Care Programme (CCP), a total of 25,286 people (7,228 girls, 6,376 boys, 7,223 women and 4,678 men) 
were reached with community actions to support positive changes in beliefs and perceptions around GBV. During the 
reporting period, a total of 45,159 people accessed Child Protection services (31,635 children and 13,524 adults) 
through the support of Child Protection Area of Responsibility Partners. 
 

Education  
In October 2021, UNICEF conducted multiple multi-sectoral emergency response missions to Source Yubu, Bariguna, 
Ezo and Nagero counties affected by conflict.  In total, UNICEF distributed or prepositioned 157 basic education kits 
comprised of 41 school in a box kits, 20 teachers’ kits, 48 early childhood development kits, 5 recreational kits, 28 
adolescent kits and 15 blackboards as well as 1,770 dignity kits for adolescent girls. In addition, 50 tarpaulins were 
distributed to establish temporary learning spaces. A total of 2,889 children (288 internally displaced children from 
Tambura and 2,601 children from the host community) benefitted from basic education supplies in Source Yubu. 
UNICEF installed three emergency tents for temporary learning spaces benefiting 257 newly displaced children (153 
girls and 104 boys) in Bentiu state in a bid to mitigate the impact of flooding on learners.   

WASH 
The WASH programme provided critical life-saving support to vulnerable and at-risk communities through the provision 
of access to safe water, basic sanitation, and hygiene services. To date, a total of 376,599 individuals have been 
provided with access to safe drinking water through the drilling of new boreholes, and rehabilitation of non-functional 
waterpoints in communities, schools, and healthcare facilities. UNICEF continued to provide support for the operation 
and maintenance of water yards, surface water treatment (SWAT) systems and urban water systems. A total of 75,149 
individuals gained access to basic sanitation facilities through the rehabilitation of latrines in health facilities and the 
construction of communal latrines, of which 39,745 of those reached was through the community led total sanitation 
(CLTS) approach.   
 
The scale up of WASH activities in the highly food and nutrition insecure areas of Aweil, Pibor, Akobo and the Greater 
Tonj area is ongoing.  A total of 86,732 individuals have gained access to safe water through the drilling and installation 
of new boreholes and the rehabilitation of broken-down boreholes. In addition, 12,212 individuals gained access to basic 
sanitation as a result of the construction and rehabilitation of latrines in communities and nutrition centres. An additional 
60,118 individuals gained access to life saving WASH and menstrual hygiene management (MHM) kits, soap, and 
household water treatment chemicals. A total of 193,724 individuals have been reached with key messages to enhance 
their hygiene behaviours. Cumulatively, a total of 442,431 individuals have been reached with key hygiene promotion 
messages through inter-personal and mass communication methods since the beginning of the year. In addition, WASH 
non-food items from the core pipeline were distributed to a total of 123,950 individuals.  
 

Communication for Development (C4D) 
The Communication for Development (C4D) section in collaboration with the Ministry of Health (MoH) and other key 
partners continued to support social mobilization and community engagement interventions focusing on routine 
immunization (mainly defaulter tracing), health education, social mobilization, and community engagement 
interventions. Key interventions which include radio messaging talk shows, airing of radio spots, interpersonal 
engagement through house to house visits, printing and dissemination of Information Education Communication (IEC) 
materials, trainings, sensitization of community stakeholders and influencers, rumour tracking and  community feedback 
mechanisms in all the states. 
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During October, UNICEF as the COVID-19 response technical lead on demand generation provided technical support 
to the MoH and other partners supporting the COVID-19 vaccination exercise. As part of the COVID-19 programme 
over 40 local radio stations were engaged to broadcast COVID-19 vaccination messages through talk-shows and airing 
of Public service announcements (PSAs) reaching about 40% of the population. In October, the Integrated Community 
Mobilizers Network (ICMN)  cadres reached, a total of  641,331  people with key life-saving messages that include  
health and hygiene  promotion (including the prevention of COVID-19 and the second phase of the vaccination exercise), 
back to school  messaging, antenatal care, infant and young child feeding practices and the prevention of malnutrition 
across the country.  Additionally, 23,819 assorted IEC materials that include banners, posters and leaflets were 
distributed.  As part of the prevention of acute malnutrition programmes in Unity, Jonglei and Upper Nile states, 117 
radio listener groups participated in monthly social and behaviour change sessions reaching a total of 1,170 mothers 
and caregivers with lifesaving messages on positive practices to prevent malnutrition.  
 
Cash-Based Programming  

UNICEF continues to support programme sectors and partners to operationalize and mainstream humanitarian cash 
programmes in South Sudan. In the month of October, UNICEF reached 500 vulnerable households comprised of 2,229 
people (1,062 females and 1,167 males) through an unconditional cash support programme in Malakal. The objective 
of the project is to supplement the basic food needs of the vulnerable communities most of whom are internally 
displaced. The households for the unconditional cash support project were identified and registered by UNICEF through 
a collaborative effort with local partners and community leaders.  

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF continued to co-lead three Clusters and one Area of Responsibility (AoR) out of a total of ten Clusters and 
three AoRs currently active in the country. UNICEF co-leads the Child Protection AoR, Education Cluster with Save the 
Children, the Nutrition Cluster with Concern, Action Against Hunger (ACF) and the World Food Program (WFP) and the 
WASH Cluster with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) at a national level. UNICEF continued to participate in the 
inter-agency protection of sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) taskforce, which functions under the auspices of the 
Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG)/ Resident Coordinator (RC)/ Humanitarian Coordinator (HC), 
and plays  an active role of advocating for the better protection of children against sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA).  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
In support of the COP 26 Climate Change Conference in Glasgow, UNICEF South Sudan implemented a wide range of 
communication activities related to the impact of climate change and flooding on children as well as UNICEF’s response.  
UNICEF supported a media mission focusing on flooding in Bor. The mission  generated  good coverage in national and 
international media including on BBC Focus on Africa . The mission was undertaken on behalf of the wider UN 
community.  UNICEF hosted the National Geographic Channel media team which travelled to Bor and Twic east 
counties in Jonglei state which is one of the states most affected by the current wave of flooding. UNICEF South Sudan 
posted a photo essay on the impact of the floods on children in Upper Nile state, and published 8 social media posts 
related to climate change and flooding. On  22  October, UNICEF celebrated the UN Day together with UN partners and 
the UN mission through an event which was attended by high level delegates including one of the Vice-Presidents of 
South Sudan. UNICEF Child Reporters ran a UNICEF booth at the event and invited all guests to share their messages 
about child rights. Linked to the UN Day celebrations, UN Radio Miraya broadcasted an interview of the UNICEF 
Representative on its Morning Broadcast Show, and UNICEF was the central guest of a one-hour live radio programme. 
UNICEF issued a joint press release with FAO and WFP focusing on the World Food Day. In addition, the UNICEF 
Representative participated in a live broadcast on South Sudan Broadcasting Corporation with colleagues from other 
UN organizations. UNICEF issued a joint press release with the Government for World Handwashing Day. To highlight 
the severe child rights abuses in Tambura county in Western Equatoria state and the critical situation of children affected 
by the crisis, the country office published a story on the Tambura conflict. UNICEF continued to communicate on the 
roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme through storytelling and media work, including an interview on BBC. 
The country office published three stories, two press releases and more than 50 social media posts. UNICEF was also 
mentioned 29 times in national and international media.  

 
Next SitRep: 20 December 2021 
UNICEF South Sudan Crisis: www.unicef.org/southsudan  
UNICEF South Sudan Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan  
UNICEF South Sudan Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/south_sudan 
 

 

 
Who to contact for 
further information: 

  
   Hamida Lasseko 
   Representative 
   UNICEF South Sudan  
   Email: hramadhani@unicef.org 

   
      Yves Willemot 
      Chief of Communications    
      UNICEF South Sudan          
      Email: ywillemot@unicef.org 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09ybg8x
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/climate-change-floods-mud
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/world-food-day-government-and-united-nations-call-more-sustainable-agri-food-systems
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/south-sudanese-youth-invited-champion-awareness-global-handwashing-day
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/going-last-mile-for-most-vulnerabl
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/ensuring-access-covid-19-vaccines-all-south-sudan
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-58911911
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-centre
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan
http://www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
     

PROGRAMME RESULTS INDICATORS 2021 
 

 

   UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 

 

Indicator             | Disaggregation 

Total 

 Needs 

2021 

Target 

Total 

results 

Change since 

last report 

▲▼ 

2021 

Target 

Total 

results 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition            

# of children aged 6 to 

59 months with severe 

acute malnutrition 

admitted for treatment 

Girls 
120,304 

242,549 

106,304 12,613 ▲ 

242,549 

106,304 12,613 ▲ 

Boys 
122,245 

89,132 10,718 ▲ 89,132 10,718 ▲ 

# of children reached 

with vitamin A 

supplementation 

Girls 
1,283,921 

2,588,550 

1,284,520 0  

2,588,550 

1,284,520 0 

Boys 
1,304,629 

1,129,460 0  1,129,460 0 

# of caregivers of 

children aged 0 to 23 

months who received 

counselling on maternal, 

infant and young child 

nutrition 

Females 

 

 

 

1,138,303 
1,138,303 1,767,214 193,231   ▲ 1,138,303 1,767,214 193,231 ▲ 

Health           

# of children aged 6 

months to 15 years 

vaccinated against 

measles* 

Girls  

450,000 

147,872  2,716 ▲    

Boys 

  

142,133 

 

 

2,674  

 

▲ 

   

# of pregnant women 

and children provided 

with insecticide-treated 

nets in malaria-endemic 

areas 

Females 

(and 

children) 

 

300,000 475,784  17,288  ▲ 

   

# of children aged 0-59 

months receiving 

treatment for diarrhoea 

 

Girls 

 

Boys 

 

165,000 

 

76,539  

 

6,605  
 

▲ 

   

 

72,477  

 

6,203  
 

▲ 

WASH           

# of people accessing 

the agreed quantity of 

water for drinking, 

cooking and personal 

hygiene 

Girls  

817,000 376,599 33,567    ▲ 

819,276 

 1,076,868 236,084▲ 
Boys  833,275 

Women  784,214 

Men  736,188 

# of people accessing 

safe and appropriate 

sanitation facilities 

Girls  

303,500 75,149 1,602        ▲ 

789,105 

284,344 23,816▲ 
Boys  805360 

Women  735945 

Men  699,271 

Child Protection           

# of children and 

caregivers accessing 

mental health and 

psychosocial support 

Girls 
 

80,000 45,257 15,169 ▲  250,000 335,542 14,819▲ 
Boys  

Women  

Men 
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# of children and women 

accessing gender-based 

violence risk mitigation, 

prevention or response 

interventions 

Girls  

100,000 65,119 9,543 ▲ 

   

Boys     

Women     

Men     

Education           

# of children accessing 

formal or non-formal 

education, including 

early learning   

Girls 

 3,400,000  770,000 79,716 2,281▲ 797,024 218,372 32,314▲ 
Boys 

# of teachers trained on 

education in 

emergencies, basic 

pedagogy and learner 

centred methodologies 

Females 

Males 

 

66,000 

 

4,000 284 284 4,355 2,458 2,014▲ 

Social Protection          

# of households reached 

through the cash 

transfer programme 

HHs  30,000 5,786 0    

Females  90,000 18,373 0    

Males  60,000 13,704 0    

Girls  27,000 757 0    

Boys  18,000 804 0    

Communication for 

Development  

  
    

   

# of people accessing 

mechanisms to voice 

their needs/concerns/ 

feedback, including on 

Ebola 

Females 
 

4,000,000 

1,944,432 302,023 ▲ 
   

Males 

 

1,827,903 339,308 ▲ 

   

  *The indicator (# of children aged 6 months to 15 years vaccinated against measles) has been updated since the last report 

    
 Annex B 

    Funding Status* 
 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available  Funding gap 

Humanitarian 
resources 

received in 2021 

Resources 
available from 
2020 (Carry-

over) 

Funds available 

$ % 

Health         6,006,000          1,083,141       1,154,547       2,237,687       3,768,313  63% 

Nutrition 
     60,000,000        34,667,071       5,365,032     40,032,104     19,967,896  33% 

WASH      35,388,764        18,719,441       9,330,016     28,049,457       7,339,307  21% 

Education      46,839,920          2,023,019       2,801,317       4,824,336     42,015,584  90% 

Child 
Protection      23,720,800          4,701,422       3,443,705       8,145,127     15,575,673  66% 

Social 
Protection        4,117,000                     -           102,659          102,659       4,014,341  98% 

Community 
engagement         4,000,000            979,833         807,311       1,787,144       2,212,856  55% 

 
Total 

 
180,072,484 

   62,173,926    23,004,588      85,178,514   94,893,970  53% 

 

* The Funds Received are gross (including Global recovery) whilst the Carry Forward funds are programmable at the Country Office level  


