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Highlights 

• With the increasing risk of COVID-19, key preventive messages were 
integrated in multi-sectoral activities. The key interventions implemented 
during the reporting period includes training of social mobilisers, 
community influencers and cluster partners. 
 

• Following the Government of South Sudan’s closure of schools and 
educational institutions, approximately 2 million children, currently 
enrolled in primary and secondary levels, will be deprived of attending 
schools. The Education Cluster partners have taken steps to explore 
strategies to help manage and mitigate the impact of COVID-19. 

 

• UNICEF conducted orientation for 52 implementing partners and health 
care workers on risk communication, infection prevention and control and 
integration of health services in the context of the COVID-19 response. 

 

Situation in Numbers 
4.1 million  

children in need of 
humanitarian assistance 
(UNICEF HAC, December 2019) 

 
7.5 million  

people in need 
(OCHA, HNO-November 2019) 

 

1.7 million  
Internally displaced people 
(IDPs) 
(OCHA, HNO-November 2019) 

2.24 million 
South Sudanese Refugees in 
neighboring countries 

(UNHCR Regional Portal, South Sudan Situation 30 
September 2019) 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
UNICEF appeals for US$ 180 million to sustain the provision of life-saving services for women and children in South 

Sudan. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public and private donors for the contributions received, however, 

the 2020 HAC still has a funding gap of 61%. Without adequate funding, UNICEF and partners will be unable to scale 

up integrated programming and provide critical and protective services for women, children and men  displaced by 

conflict, affected by gender-based violence, facing the risk of disease outbreaks (including COVID-19), and impacted 

by extreme food insecurity. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The already complex operating environment in South Sudan will only become more challenging with an outbreak of 

COVID-19. Despite the suspension of entry via airports and border crossings, at least 12,000 people entered the country 

through informal crossings from known outbreak areas in neighbouring countries, making an outbreak highly likely. 

Given existing vulnerabilities – including high malnutrition, a weak health system and dense population displacement 

sites like the  (Protection of Civilian Sites (PoCs) – the impact of COVID-19 could be severe. This would also likely 

hamper the peace process , as it has already led to a suspension of  some security arrangements and caused further 

delays in appointing sub-national authorities.  Additional restrictions to prevent and contain an outbreak will also hinder 

UNICEF and partner’s ability to respond. Suspension of domestic flights and inter-state movements would largely 

prevent the movement of staff and assistance to women and children in need. Such measures would compound existing 

access challenges, including insecurity, inter-communal violence, criminality, attacks against humanitarians, and 

bureaucratic impediments. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 

Nutrition 
According the February 2020 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis, an estimated 6 million 

people or 51% of the population, will face Crisis (IPC 3) or worse acute food insecurity during the period February to 

April 2020. Out of this 20,000 people residing mainly in Akobo and Duk Counties of Jonglei State people are in 

Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5). The prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) remains high at 12.6% based on the 

Food Security and Nutrition Monitoring System (FSNMS) conducted in December 2019.  A total of 1.3 million children 

under five years are projected to be malnourished in 2020, including 292,3000 children suffering from severe acute 

malnutrition. UNICEF in partnership with nutrition implementing partners are providing preventive and curative nutrition 

services for children and women in South Sudan. From January to  March 2020, a total of 48,065 children suffering from 

SAM were treated in inpatient and outpatient therapeutic programs. The performance indicators of SAM treatment was 

above the acceptable minimum Sphere standards, with a cure rate of 93.8 per cent, death rate of 0.4 and a defaulter 

rate of 4.1 per cent. During the same period, infant and young child feeding counselling services reached a total of 

388,579 pregnant women and caregivers of children aged  0-23 months.  

 

As part of nutrition COVID-19 preparedness and response planning the nutrition sector is prepositioning core nutrition 

supplies to different locations in South Sudan, in order to avoid any pipeline break, in case of a  lockdown in the country. 

For continuity of operations, personal protective equipment (PPE) comprised of gowns, gloves, masks, sanitizers, 

thermometer guns were procured for distribution to nutrition workers at the 1,150 nutrition sites in the country, in addition  

over 5,000 cartons of soap were dispatched to all nutrition sites for handwashing. In collaboration with the 

Communication for Development (C4D) section, Information Education and Communication (IEC) materials on COVID-

19 are being displayed at the nutrition sites.  

 
The Nutrition Cluster finalized and disseminated the results of GBV safety audits performed on 632 nutrition sites by 34 

implementing partners in 49 counties. Partners were provided with recommendations and guidance for the development 

of micro-plans that will mitigate the increased GBV risks. The Cluster  supported the development and dissemination of 

guidelines for nutrition service delivery in the COVID-19 context. The guidelines outline key additional measures and 

activities required for an uninterrupted delivery of the most critical life-saving nutrition services while at the same time 

ensuring that beneficiaries and service providers are protected from  infection. 

 

Health 
UNICEF is working closely with the Government, County health department (CHD) and implementing partners  to 

provide life-saving emergency integrated primary health care services within the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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UNICEF ensures continuity in the delivery of essential health services in health facilities in Jonglei and Upper Nile. 

UNICEF is enhancing staff safety and limits the contamination risk inside and outside health facilities to avoid 

nosocomial transmission of COVD-19 by strengthening Infection prevention and control (IPC) and applying standard 

precautions. UNICEF is also supporting the establishment of screening interventions in all supported health facilities in 

Jonglei and Upper Nile for early recognition and referral of suspected cases. Distribution of PPE, training of healthcare 

workers and upgrading of WASH facilities at health centres will be implemented in the coming weeks. 

 

During the period January to March 2020, UNICEF and partners provided a total of 427,775 curative consultations, of 

which 155,669 were for children under 5 (74,853 males and 80,816 females). Most children and women seen during the 

consultations were for the treatment of malaria (34%), acute respiratory infections (15%) and diarrhea (11%). In March 

2020 UNICEF supported the vaccination of 11,390 children aged 6-59 months against measles through Integrated rapid 

response missions (IRRM),  in addition, in March 2020, 29,819 long lasting insecticide treated nets (LLINs) were  

distributed to 14,909 families through UNICEF and partners to support malaria prevention efforts.  

 

WASH 
In March a total of 175,181 individuals were provided with access to safe drinking water through water trucking, 

construction of new and rehabilitation of non-functional water facilities. UNICEF continued to provide support in the 

operation and maintenance of water yards, surface water treatment (SWAT) systems and urban water systems. 

Similarly, a total of 39,239 vulnerable individuals were supported with access to basic sanitation services through the 

construction and rehabilitation of emergency communal latrines and household latrines. In relatively stable communities 

in Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Eastern Equatoria, community led total sanitation (CLTS) is being implemented as the 

approach to improve sanitation and hygiene. In addition, 189,612 people have been reached with key hygiene promotion 

messages and a total of 141,516 individuals have benefited from the distribution of core-pipeline supplies and WASH 

NFIs including jerrycans, buckets, soap and water treatment chemicals.  

 

Over 65,540 people were reached with critical WASH supplies (soap, buckets and water purification tablets) to reduce 

the risk of COVID-19 transmission and 216 health facilities were supported with IPC and/or WASH services. Over 657 

hand washing stations were installed in camps and communities and 106 health facilities were provided with hand 

washing facilities in all points of care and strategic locations. Furthermore, 55,282 people were reached with hygiene 

promotion and COVID-19 prevention and control messaging in IDP camps/ PoCs and refugee settlements and 56,987 

people were reached in communities and other public places. Following the increasing global presence of COVID-19, 

the WASH Cluster produced a COVID-19 Strategy, positioning paper to guide programme planning and implementation. 

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in hotspot locations, the WASH Cluster is planning distribute to 12,115 household 

kits  sufficient for (72,688 people) in hotspot locations around Juba. Additionally, in the month of March, the  WASH 

Cluster partners reached 142,145 people with improved access to water and 79,570 people with improved access to 

sanitation. 

 

Education 
To provide access to learning opportunities for children out of school, internally displaced people and host community 

children, UNICEF and partners continued to use the dry season to speed up construction of temporary learning spaces 

(TLSs) and school rehabilitation projects. In a bid to ensure that children have access to safe and protective learning 

opportunities within their education systems a total of 13 gender segregated pit-latrines; four TLSs; and 18 school 

renovation projects were completed in Aweil, Yei, Rumbek and Jonglei states.In addition, a total of 320 teachers (282 

males and 38 females) received incentives at a rate of 6,400 South Sudanese pounds (SSP), equivalent to 40 US dollars 

in Yei and Rumbek states. Following the Government of South Sudan’s closure of schools and educational institutions 

dur to the risk of COVID-19, approximately 2 million children, currently enrolled in primary and secondary levels, will be 

deprived of learning. The Education Cluster partners have taken steps to explore strategies to help manage and 

mitigate the impact of COVID-19 and provided a guidance note to support the planned activities. Efforts are ongoing for 

a preparedness and response strategy. The Education Cluster, along with the Ministry of General Education and 

Instructions (MoGEI) is advocating not to use schools and learning spaces as a quarantine/isolation centres for COVID-

19. 

 

Child Protection 
During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners reached 6,398 children (3,576 boys and 2,822 girls) with psychosocial 

(PSS) support activities in child-friendly spaces, schools and communities throughout the country raising the total of 

children reached to 18,547 since January. A total of 259 children (139 boys, 120 girls) received follow-up visits, while 

50 children (22 boys and 28 girls) received material support. In addition, 215 Children (108 boys, 107 girls) were 



4 

 

registered and received case management services according to the vulnerability criteria. A total of 13 Children (8 boys 

and 5 girls) associated with Armed Forces and Armed Groups (CAAFAG), were newly registered in Western Equatoria 

while 251 children (163 boys and 88 girls) continue to benefit from reintegration programmes. The release of 205 

CAAFAG (55 girls and 150 boys) is still pending as reported in the previous month. Furthermore, 70 juveniles will be 

released from detention in South Sudan as part of COVID-19 prevention measures. A total of 19 children were already 

released and handed over to their parents or other legal guardians. The rest of the children will be released in due 

course and reunited with their families. In cases where immediate reunification is not possible, a center is being prepared 

to take care of the children. In addition a total of 8,661 individuals ( 806 boys, 743 girls, 1,294 women and 5,818 men) 

were reached with gender-based violence (GBV) response services, including individualized case management, PSS, 

skills building courses, access to women and girls friendly services , referrals for other specialized services, and 

prevention and social norms transformation activities. In addition, 342 people (70 girls, 27 boys, 172 women and 73 

men) were reached with GBV risk mitigation messages and social norms transformation, 125 people (73 females and 

52 males) participated in community discussions.  

 

The Child Protection Sub-Cluster reached a total of 37,776 people including 23,545 Children (10,685 girls & 12,860 

boys) with child protection services. The Sub-cluster in collaboration with UNICEF and the Ministry of Gender, Child and 

Social Welfare developed two COVID-19 guidance notes, one  focusing on child protection preparedness and response, 

and one focusing on family tracing and reunification.   

 
Integrated Rapid Response Mechanism (IRRM) 
The integrated rapid response mechanism (IRRM) continued to  prioritize hard-to-reach communities with urgent, life-

saving interventions. UNICEF, WFP and  FAO are deploying IRRMs to areas of the country that fit the criteria of 

extraordinary humanitarian needs in otherwise inaccessible locations. In January and February, UNICEF and WFP 

IRRM teams successfully completed three IRRM missions using Biometric Registration (BMR) in Pagak, Maiwut and 

Jekow of Maiwut county, Upper Nile State, reaching a total of 37,555 individuals including 4,542 children under five 

years old with multi-sectoral health, nutrition, WASH and Child protection services. Given the current COVID-19 crisis, 

UNICEF is planning to integrate risk communication interventions in the IRRM mechanism in Ayod county and other 

parts of Jonglei state.  

 

Cash-Based Programming  
UNICEF continue to work with partners to operationalize and mainstream cash programming in South Sudan by 

engaging into planning with financial institutions which is viewed as a potential cash delivery system partner. 

Opportunities to establish and strengthen a cash programme in Education, WASH, and Child Protection sectors are 

underway. UNICEF’s COVID-19 response strategy also includes a focus on creating a safety net through cash transfer 

for vulnerable households within the country. 

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
With the increasing risk of COVID-19, key preventive activities mainly IEC materials distribution and the training of social 

mobilisers, community influencers and key staff from different cluster partners were implemented in March. The COVID-

19 Technical working group (TWG) chaired by the Ministry of Health and co-led by UNICEF C4D was activated. The 

C4D section supported the Ministry of Health (MoH)  to assess the country capacity for risk communication using the 

WHO checklist and developed a National COVID-19 Risk communication and community engagement (RCCE) strategy. 

The rumor tracking and community feedback mechanism is being strengthened with development of tools and training 

of social mobilisers and partners.  Plans are underway to set up a community feedback project through the Iintegrated 

community mobilizers network (ICMN) supported by CDC and the Hilton Foundation in collaboration with the sub-

working group are ongoing.   

 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF is co-leading three Clusters and one Area of Responsibility (AoR) out of a total of 10 clusters and three AoRs 

currently active in the country. UNICEF co-leads at national level both the Child Protection AoR and the Education 

Cluster with Save the Children, the Nutrition Cluster with Concern, Action Against Hunger (ACF) and the World Food 

Program (WFP) and the WASH Cluster with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). A time bound COVID-19 

coordination architecture has been created. UNICEF is a member of both the Inter-Agency COVID-19 Leadership Team 

(HCT level) and Inter-Agency COVID-19 Operations Group. Due to the critical role of risk communication in COVID-19 

preparedness and response, UNICEF established a Risk communications operations cell which oversees the risk 

communications technical working group and collaborates with clusters. UNICEF also leads the Infectoin prevention 

and control (IPC) pillar of the COVID-19 response and participates in the national COVID-19 task force chaired by the 
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Ministry of Health Incident Manager. UNICEF continues to participate in the in-country interagency PSEA Task Force, 

which functions under the auspices of the Deputy SRSG/ Resident Coordinator (RC) / Humanitarian Coordinator (HC), 

and plays an active role to advocate for better protection of children against sextual exploitation and abuse (SEA). 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
Preparations for COVID-19 spreading to South Sudan was scaled up massively, and the external relations section 

documented some of the risk communication efforts UNICEF is leading together with the Ministry of Health and issued 

a press release together with the MoH. In March, UNICEF hosted a national media mission to Upper Nile State to 

document the impact of a health project UNICEF is doing in partnership with the World Bank. Four journalists from print 

and radio participated in the five-day mission. For world poetry day 21 March, UNICEF South Sudan worked with South 

Sudan youth on poetry for peace. The poems were published on the web page, recited on Radio Miraya and 

disseminated through social media. A video of one of the girls reciting a poem is one of the best performing videos on 

UNICEF South Sudan’s Facebook page so far this year. A press release was also issued. The poems were also 

produced as roll-ups and will be placed in several location to spread the positive messages. World Water day 22 March 

focused on the importance of access to water and an exciting water project in Juba. 

Next SitRep: 20 May 2020 
 
UNICEF South Sudan Crisis: www.unicef.org/southsudan  
UNICEF South Sudan Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan  
UNICEF South Sudan Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/south_sudan 
 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and IPs  

 
2020 
target 

Total 
results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

2020 
target  

Total 
results 

Change 
since last 

report 

▲▼ 

% 

Nutrition    
 

     

# of children aged 6 to 59 months 
affected by SAM admitted for 
treatment 

268,045 31,492 ▲ 
       

16,573 
268,045 48,065 ▲ 16,573  17.9% 

# of children reached with vitamin A 
supplementation 

2,933,723 - = - 2,933,723 0 = -                        

# of caregivers of children aged 0 to 23 
months who received counselling on 
maternal, infant and young child 
nutrition 

1,098,241 260,235 ▲ 
    

128,344 
1,098,241 388,579 ▲ 128,344   35.4% 

Health          

# of children aged 6 months to 15 years 
vaccinated against measles 

 518,000 233,723  ▲ 76,037  45.1% 

# of pregnant women and children 
provided with insecticide-treated nets in 
malaria-endemic areas 

 340,000       90,882  ▲ 60,696  26.7% 

WASH          

# of people accessing a sufficient 
quantity of safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

3,000,000 317,979 ▲ 24,702 817,000    175,181  ▼ 24,702  21.4% 

# of people accessing safe and 
appropriate sanitation facilities 

3,000,000 90,167 ▲ 32,116 303,500       39,239  ▲ 32,116  12.9% 

Child Protection          

Who to contact for 
further information: 

Mohamed Ayoya 
Representative 
UNICEF South Sudan  
Email: mayoya@unicef.org 

Yves Willemot 
Chief of Communications 
UNICEF South Sudan 
Email: ywillemot@unicef.org 

 

https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/when-information-only-treatment
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/south-sudan-scales-nation-wide-coronavirus-awareness-raising-campaign-neighbouring
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/poems-peace
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan/videos/1063568457346310/
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/press-releases/world-poetry-day-young-people-south-sudan-share-poems-calling-peace
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/river-taking-our-children
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan
http://www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/
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# of children reached with psychosocial 
support services 

525,000 19,672 ▲ 6,398 127,000       11,688 ▲ 6,398 9.2% 

# of children and women accessing 
gender-based violence risk mitigation, 
prevention or response interventions 

 100,000       25,645 ▲ 8,661 25.6% 

Education          

# accessing quality formal or nonformal 
early learning, pre-primary, primary or 
secondary education 

793,874 143,837 ▲ 98,482 709,000 
   248,456  

 
▲ 132,518 35.0% 

# of teachers trained on education in 
emergencies, basic pedagogy and 
learner centered methodologies 

6,322 203 ▲ 160 2,500 513 ▲ 60 20.5% 

Social Protection          

# of households reached through the 
cash transfer programme 

 42,030 0 = -  

Communication for 
Development 

         

# of people accessing mechanisms to 
voice their needs/concerns/ feedback, 
including on Ebola 

 2,400,000    645,645 ▲ 203,924 26.9% 

 
 
 
 
 
Annex B 

Funding Status1 
 

  REPORT AS OF 31ST MARCH 2020  

 Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 31 Jan 2020 for a period of 12 months)   

 Appeal Sector  Requirements Funds Available               Funding Gap 

 Appeal Sector  Requirements 
Funds 

Received*                 
C/F from 

2019 
Funding Gap 

($) 
% 

Health  6 006 000   4 365 606   1 158 362   482 032  8% 

Nutrition  57 484 671   33 898 136   6 759 679   16 826 856  29% 

WASH  45 587 830   6 471 361   2 815 078   36 301 391  80% 

Education  21 822 956   -     9 167 607   12 655 349  58% 

Child Protection  42 963 722   1 324 193   3 413 972   38 225 557  89% 

Social Protection  3 862 413   -     16 074   3 846 339  
100

% 

Community Engagement  2 753 798   1 158 976   487 321   1 107 501  40% 

Total  180 481 390   47 218 273   23 818 092   109 445 025  61% 
  - HAC funded includes substantial C/F funding from 2019, however fugures are still provisional   
 
 
 
   

 
 
 

 
1 *The figures indicated above are gross (including global recovery, but not programmable at CO level). 
   

 


