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1.9 million 
Internally displaced persons (IDPs) 

since 
15 December 2013 

(OCHA South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin,  
18 January 2018) 

 

2.5 million 
South Sudanese refugees in 

neighbouring countries since 15 
December 2013 

(UNHCR http://www.unhcr.org/south-sudan-
emergency.html, accessed  

31 January 2018) 
 

Funding Status 

 

Funding received 2%

Carried forward 
35%

Funding gap 
63%

Funds Received*
Carry-over from 2017
Funding Gap($)

 

 
   

South 
Sudan 

Humanitarian 
Situation Report 

 1 – 31 JANUARY 2018: SOUTH SUDAN SITREP #117  SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 With the confirmation of Rift Valley Fever (RVF), in Yirol East, Lakes State, UNICEF 

has been providing support in the overall coordination of investigation and response 
activities being carried out by the Ministry of Health (MoH) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) through a multi-sectoral taskforce. UNICEF launched a media 
and community risk communications campaign people with information on risk 
factors, symptoms and preventive measures. 

 The severe food insecurity and nutrition situation remains with the lean season 
anticipated to begin in February, three months earlier than previous years. The risk 
of famine remains high in locations with extended absence of humanitarian 
assistance due to access constraints and insecurity. Over 1.1 million children are 
acutely malnourished and need assistance in 2018. 

 Cholera transmission has declined significantly, with no new cases reported in 2018. 
UNICEF in coordination with partners have continued to expand capacity in hotspot 
locations including contingency planning for an anticipated seasonal increase in 
March 2018. 

 South Sudan remains a country of increasing needs, with 7 million in need of 
humanitarian assistance. Increasing severe food and nutrition insecurity, diseases 
(measles, Cholera, and malaria), and economic crisis compound this situation. 
Continued conflict will lead to further deterioration of the situation. 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners in 2018 

Indicators 

Cluster for 2018 
UNICEF and implementing partners for 

2018 

Target  
Cumulativ
e results 

(#) 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Target 
achieved 

(%) 

Nutrition: # of children aged 
six to 59 months with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted 
for treatment 

209,140 5,300 215,312 5,300 2.5% 

Health: # of children aged 
six months to 15 years in 
conflict-affected areas 
vaccinated against measles   

  1,514,734 14,187 .94% 

WASH: # of people provided 
with access to safe water as 
per agreed standards (7.5–
15 litres per person per day) 

2,200,000 310,931 800,000 310,931 38.9% 

Child Protection: # of 
children reached with 
psychosocial support (PSS) 

350,000 23,951 250,000 23,951 9.6% 

Education: # of children and 
adolescents aged three to 18 
years provided with access 
to education in emergencies 

674,619 
 
0 

 
500,000 0 0% 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 

In January, there were reports of RVF in Yirol East, Lakes state. RVF is a viral fever-causing disease most commonly 
observed in domesticated animals such as cattle, with the ability to infect and cause illness in humans. There were 26 
suspected human cases including three deaths. Samples from both suspected human cases and animal cases have 
been taken for laboratory testing in Uganda, and results are pending. UNICEF has been providing support in the overall 
coordination of investigation and response activities being carried out by the MoH and WHO through a multi-sectoral 
taskforce that is meeting at least three times a week at the national level, and daily in Yirol East. Additionally, UNICEF 
took swift action in launching media and community risk communications campaigns, including developing RVF 
reference tools and pictorial flyers with information on risk factors, symptoms and preventive measures. These 
materials have been disseminated by 28 trained community mobilizers, deployed at the payam level to record cases, 
and conduct community surveillance. Dinka-language radio programmes have also been intensively broadcast in 
community radio stations.  
 
The severe food insecurity and poor nutrition situation prevailed in January, and is likely to persist well into 2018. It is 
expected that most households who harvested have depleted their stocks this month, three months earlier than was 
typically the case in pre-crisis years. As a result, the 2018 lean season will be starting earlier than usual, and food 
security is expected to further deteriorate through the peak of the lean season in July/August. Given the expected very 
low food access during this time, there remains a risk of famine (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification Phase 
5) in a worst-case scenario, especially with prolonged lack of humanitarian assistance due to access. 

Lack of sustained access continues to constrain operations and could lead to deterioration in the already-severe food 
insecurity situation. In Koch, Unity State, the lack of sustained access in the reporting period was heavily restricted 
due to insecurity. Insecurity led to the cancelation of two planned Integrated Rapid Response Mechanism missions 
(IRRMs) to Dolo and Raja, in Western Bahr el Ghazal. The supplies dispatched for delivery to these locations we 
rerouted to Wau to enable further scale up of operations in the Greater Baggari area.  
 
Humanitarian Strategy 
In 2018, in line with UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) and the inter-agency Humanitarian Response 
Plan (HRP), UNICEF will strengthen and expand its programmes through four modalities that will increase the capacity 
and reach of interventions: (1) static operations in stable areas; (2) outreach programmes; (3) mobile campaigns, and 
(4) IRRM missions. These four modalities will facilitate sustained service delivery in both secure and highly inaccessible 
locations. UNICEF aims to also continue to invest in strengthening national partner capacities and improving 
accountability to affected populations by building on existing community-based networks.  
 
UNICEF aims to conduct five missions per month as the situation permits. So far in 2018, three IRRM missions have 
been conducted. The IRRM mission to Ganyiel, in Unity state, reached over 39,000 people and 8,000 children under 
five.  UNICEF is engaging in advocacy at national and local levels to bring about increased and sustained humanitarian 
access. UNICEF is also facilitating coherent coordination through UNICEF leadership of the WASH, Education and 
Nutrition cluster, and Child Protection sub-cluster. 
 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
CHOLERA RESPONSE 
 
No new Cholera cases have been reported in 2018. Five samples of acute watery diarrhea have been taken for testing, 
the results of which shall inform the Ministry of Health on whether there should be a declaration regarding the end to 
the outbreak. UNICEF and partners have continued to intensify Cholera prevention activities, having reached over 
600,000 people through household visits, community meetings, church announcements, market and water point 
information-sharing sessions with cholera prevention messages. Further, cholera kits are being pre-positioned into 
hubs in cholera hotspots, and UNICEF Health and Wash sections have developed a cholera preparedness plan.  
 
Since the outbreak began in June 2016, there have been 20,438 cases with 436 deaths (case fatality rate of 2.13 per 
cent) from 27 counties. The most affected counties include Ayod, Tonj East, Yirol East, Fashoda, Kapoeta East and 
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Kapoeta South, and the most affected populations in these locations include: landing sites/towns along the Nile river; 
cattle camp dwellers; populations living on islands with no social services; and IDPs recently displaced with inadequate 
access to WASH services.  
 
NUTRITION 
 
In January, UNICEF and partners screened a total of 136,590 children aged 6-59 months for malnutrition, out of which 
2,223 and 10,021 children were identified as suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) respectively. UNICEF and partners have admitted 5,300 children into various outpatient 
therapeutic programmes within the country. Further, during the first IRRM mission in 2018 to Ganyiel, a total of 1,271 
children aged 6-59 months were screened for acute malnutrition. Of these, 87 and 107 children were identified as 
suffering from SAM and MAM respectively. A total of 120 children in the same age group were also given vitamin A 
supplementation, and 72 received deworming treatment. During the IRRM there were a total of 902 pregnant and 
lactating women for acute malnutrition, with an alarming 116 (12.9 per cent) showing severe malnutrition with 
moderate risk of growth retardation of the foetus.  In addition, 818 pregnant and lactating women were provided key 
messages on optimal infant and young children (IYCF) practices. 

EDUCATION 
 
In January 2018, schools were busy with the registration of learners 
in preparation for the new academic year, which is scheduled to 
begin on 5 February 2018 as per the National Academic Calendar 
issued by the Ministry of General Education and Instruction. 
UNICEF and partners took advantage of this time of school closure 
to rehabilitate and complete setting up 28 temporary learning 
spaces in Unity and Upper Nile states, whilst engaging in strong 
capacity development of Parents and Teachers Association 
members in schools supported by UNICEF in preparation for the 
official opening of schools next month. In Malakal, 63 education 
officials attended a workshop on Education in Emergencies and developed action plans for 2018 based on identified 
priorities. Additionally, UNICEF and partners are supporting areas where secondary school activities are being 
implemented, with preparations now underway for examinations to take place from 12 to 26 February 2018. These 
areas include Jonglei, Boma, Malakal and Juba.   
 
As part of the dry season planning, pre-positioning of teaching and learning materials were distributed to schools via 
implementing partners and/or stored in Field Offices’ warehouses for distribution to 300,000 children when schools 
re-open. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION 
 
In January, through its humanitarian child protection initiatives UNICEF and partners reached 23,951 (11,331 girls, 
12,620 boys) through psychosocial (PSS) activities and 925 children through Mine Risk Education (MRE) activities in 
Jonglei, Upper Nile, Central and Western Equatoria states. Further, UNICEF and partners identified 29missing 
unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) (14 girls and 14 boys) during the IRRM missions in Unity. In Jonglei, 
Upper Nile, Central and Western Equatorial states 24 UASC (14 girls and 10 boys) have been referred for family tracing 
services while 14 children (5 girls, 9 boys) have accessed support services. In Western Equatoria state, 627 children 
(202 girls, 425 boys) associated with armed forces and groups have been screened and registered for release. In 
addition, 25 NGO staff joined the new case management endorsement workshop and 45 partners (9 women, 36 men) 
have been trained on a newly introduced comprehensive case management Standard Operating Procedure, plus 
provided with coaching and supervision. UNICEF and partners continue to implement gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention and response services, including GBV risk mitigation, awareness raising, case management/psychosocial 
support, and referrals in 10 states of South Sudan. In January, UNICEF and partners have reached 2,902 individuals 
(547 men, 860 women, 618 boys and 928 girls) in GBV activities. Additionally, UNICEF and partners trained 52 

Education officials attending the Education in Emergencies 
workshop, Malakal, Upper Nile 
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healthcare providers (38 males and 14 females) to care for survivors of sexual assault as part of the efforts to enhance 
capacity of healthcare service providers on clinical management of rape. 
 
HEALTH 
 
In January 2018, UNICEF with partners reached 85,291 (44,841 female, 40,450 male) individuals with curative 
consultations, including 40,424 children under five years (47 per cent), through health facilities, community outreach 
and IRRM missions. Malaria accounted for 31 per cent of consultations. A total of 8,270 mosquito nets were provided 
in response. Additionally, total of 5,281 pregnant women received antenatal care, and 1,494 deliveries took place with 
assistance from skilled birth attendants.  
 
This month also saw 14 suspected measles cases, including one death, reported in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Central 
Equatoria and Lakes states. In response, UNICEF and partners have provided vaccines and raised awareness through 
social mobilization. A total of 14,187 children aged 6 months to 15 years were vaccinated this month against measles. 
Further, UNICEF reached over 1,000 people through household and community meetings in Cuibet county, Lakes state, 
to raise awareness about measles cases in their community and the need to vaccinate children aged between 6 months 
and 15 years to minimise the risk of infection. 
 
In 2018, MoH with support from UNICEF is introducing a new storage device known as “Arktek”, a long-term passive 
vaccine storage device appropriate for use in remote areas having small catchment populations that would not require 
a refrigerator. The device uses icepacks which keep vaccines in optimal temperature for 30 days. That means the 
icepacks are only changed once every month. With this, equitable and cost-effective immunization service is projected 
to improve delivery to the populations in hard-to-reach areas including mobile pastoralists and nomads in the country. 
An orientation session to UNICEF health officers from the field have been conducted to support roll-out.  
 
WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH) 
 
In January 2018, the UNICEF WASH section focused 
on ensuring water and sanitation services for people 
in humanitarian settings. A total of 262,205 people 
across four PoC sites – Bentiu, Bor, Juba, and Wau – 
and the IDP settlement in Mingkaman, as well as the 
towns of Bentiu, Rubkona and Malakal are benefiting 
from ongoing water supply services, while 48,726 
people have been reached with new rehabilitation 
and construction works completed by partners in 
January. This means that during the reporting period 
310,931 people in total received access to safe water 
supply with an average of 15lt/person/day (40 per 
cent of target). Additionally, UNICEF provided 26,786 people with access to appropriate sanitation facilities in January. 
This month also saw significant progress made in relation to the upgrading and extension works of Wau urban water 
supply system, with four kiosks completed, connected and tested to serve over 20,000 people. As the dry season 
continues, there was also good progress made in relation to prepositioning of emergency WASH supplies to different 
locations in Bentiu, Aweil, Wau, Mundri, Yambio, Yei and Pibor, which will allow UNICEF and partners to respond to 
different emergencies in different locations. 
 
Supply & Logistics 
During the reporting period, UNICEF received multiple shipments of programme supplies including a 38,000-carton 
consignment of ready-to-use therapeutic food (RUTF) for nutrition programming. With the roads opening up, and as 
part of the dry season prepositioning exercise, close to 100 haulage trucks carrying multi-sectoral supplies were 
dispatched to various locations country-wide. Eighteen of the trucks were dispatched to Yambio, in Western Equatoria 
state, under UNMISS Force Protection due to insecurity on the route. Regarding the core pipeline for Nutrition, there 
are key supplies sufficient to meet needs up to June 2018.  An additional 1.1 metric tonne of RUTF from Food For 

Construction work for the urban water supply system in Wau, Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal 



UNICEF SOUTH SUDAN SITUATION REPORT           31 JANUARY 2018 

5 
 

Peace is expected into the country in May, which should last till the end of October 2018 if there are no new 
emergencies. 
 
Media and external communications 

In January, the UNICEF Communications section’s focus was 
on supporting the visit by the newly appointed UNICEF 
Executive Director, Henrietta H. Fore, and together with 
Division of Communications (DoC) in UNICEF headquarters, 
New York, and the UNICEF East and Southern Africa Regional 
Office, in organizing media coverage. BBC News were 
facilitated to join the mission to the field, while interviews 
were arranged for Al Jazeera, CNN, Associated Press, 
Reuters,  and Voice of America. Digital content was also 
produced for global distribution. The section also supported a 
communications team from the WASH section at DoC to 
produce digital materials on WASH challenges in South Sudan. 
Digital content was also produced for the global Every Child 
Alive campaign.  
  
Security 

The general security situation in the country remained volatile starting in 2018, despite the signing of the Agreement 
on the Cessation of Hostilities on 21 December 2017 at the High-Level Revitalization Forum held in Addis Ababa. The 
government and SPLA-iO both reported violations in multiple locations in Unity, Upper Nile, Jonglei, Western and 
Central Equatoria states. The Ceasefire and Transitional Security Arrangements Monitoring Mechanism (of the 
Intergovernmental Authority on Development) was tasked with investigating the ceasefire violations, and advised both 
parties to refrain from further hostilities that would undermine the resumption of the peace talks scheduled for 
February 2018 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Also in early 2018, the President sent the First Vice President, Taban Deng, to 
Jonglei state, to focus on particularly Nuer areas like Ayod, Waat, Panyagor, Uror. However, he encountered stiff 
resistance from SPLA-iO which prevented him from moving further north. The different paramount Chiefs of mostly 
Nuer areas in Jonglei accused Deng of leading combat operations aimed at destroying Nuer communities loyal to 
former Vice President, Riek Machar. On 4 January, tensions erupted anew when armed men believed to be from SPLA-
iO attacked government outposts outside Juba, triggering heavy fighting. Following the attack, the government 
declared former Chief of Staff, Paul Malong, a rebel, blaming him for the incident. Malong has denied the accusations.  
 
Funding  
UNICEF’s 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) requirements for South Sudan are $183,309,871. The figures 
indicated below are gross (including global recovery). The funding available under HAC 2018 included substantial carry-
forward from 2017, mainly due to multi-year funding. The carry-forward figure is provisional and subject to change 
until financial closure is finalised. 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/01/2018 for a period of 12 months) as of 24 January 2018 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received* 
Carry-Over from 

2017 
$ % 

Nutrition 48,185,091 1,025,004 17,465,326 29,694,761 62% 
Health 26,669,780 1,161,440 5,887,710 19,620,630 74% 
WASH 43,455,000 0 9,000,639 34,454,361 79% 
Child Protection 25,000,000 0 21,896,493 3,103,507 12% 
Education 40,000,000 900,001 10,592,931 28,507,068 71% 
Total      183,309,871  3,086,444 64,843,099 115,380,327 63% 

 
Next Situation Report: 28 February 2018 
 

Executive Director Henrietta H. Fore, distributing buckets, and 
other WASH items in Ganyiel, Unity state 
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UNICEF South Sudan Crisis: www.unicef.org/southsudan   
UNICEF South Sudan Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan  
UNICEF South Sudan Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 
 

Mahimbo Mdoe           Timothy James Irwin 
Representative         Chief of Communications 
UNICEF South Sudan          UNICEF South Sudan 
Email : mmdoe@unicef.org       Email: tjirwin@unicef.org   

Who to contact 
for further 
information:  
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Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018 
 

 Cluster for 2018 UNICEF and partners for 2018 

 Target (Jan-Dec) 
Results 

(Jan) 
Target1 

(Jan-Dec) 
Results 

(Jan) 

Change 
since last 

report 

NUTRITION2 

# of targeted children 6-59 months with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) admitted to therapeutic care 
 

209,140 5,300 215,312 5,3003 0 

% of exits from therapeutic care by children 6-59 
months who have recovered 

>75% - >75% - - 

# of pregnant and lactating women with access to infant 
and young child feeding (IYCF) counselling for 
appropriate feeding 

1,013,536 120 1,013,536 120 0 

HEALTH 

# of children 6 months to 15 years in humanitarian 
situations vaccinated for measles 

  1,514,734 14,187 0 

# of long-lasting insecticide treated nets (LLITN) 
distributed 

  250,000 8,270 0 

# of preventive and curative consultations provided to 
children under 5 years 

  700,000 40,424 0 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE4 

# of target population provided with access to safe 
water as per agreed standards (7.5-15 litres of water 
per person per day) 

2,200,000 310,931 800,000 310,931 0 

# of target population provided with access to 
appropriate sanitation facilities 

1,100,000 26,786 300,000 26,786 0 

CHILD PROTECTION5 

# of children reached with psychosocial support (PSS) 350,000 23,951 250,000 23,951 0 

# of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) 
and missing children registered6 

18,500 10,554 16,500 10,554 29 

# of children reached with life-saving mine risk 
education (MRE)   120,000 925 0 

# of people reached by gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention and response services 

  140,000 2,902 0 

EDUCATION7 

# of children and adolescents 3 to 18 years provided 
with access to education in emergencies 

674,619  
 

0 500,000 0 0 

# of teachers and members of parent-teacher 
association (PTA) and school management committee 
(SMC) trained 

5,465 
454 

(Men: 344 
Women: 110) 

4,000 
 454 

(Men: 344 
Women: 110) 

0 

 

 
                                                        
1 UNICEF’s targets for child protection and education are higher than those fixed in the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) as UNICEF’s requirements in the HAC 
are higher than those in the HRP. 
2 The Nutrition Cluster target does not include refugee children who are covered under the Multi-Sector Refugee Appeal, while UNICEF’s nutrition response 
covers all children, including refugee children residing in the country.  
3 Insecurity and access restrictions are constraining the support to malnourished children. Over 40 nutrition sites are currently disrupted. 
4 This number includes those provided with ongoing water supply services, as well as those who have been reached with new rehabilitation and construction 
works completed by partners in January 
5 The target number for the HAC 2018 slightly differs from the HRP 2018 target number for CP due to the reduced funding for the Child-Protection Sub Cluster. 
The HPM targets are based on the HAC funding needs.  
6The reported numbers for both cluster and UNICEF results are cumulative since the breakout of the conflict in December 2013. In 2018, the UASC indicator 
reporting methodology has been revised to capture active caseloads only. 
7 Schools are closed for the holidays hence no new enrolments have taken place which is why the results are 0 


