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Funds Received
4,131,270 

(83%)

Funding Gap 
868,730 (17%)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation in Numbers 

 

Confirmed cases: 727,595   

 

Recovered: 657,500  
 

Deaths:19,465  

 

Tests conducted: 4,852,918  

 

(As of 01 November) 

© UNICEF/UN0311486/Tremeau 

SOUTH AFRICA 
COVID-19 

 

Situation Report No. 9 
 

01-31 October 2020 

 

FUNDING STATUS (US$) 

Highlights 
 

• South Africa – the most COVID-19 affected country on the continent 
– remained on Alert Level 1 during October and work goes on to 
prevent a potential resurgence. UNICEF and partners are further 
scaling up risk communication and community engagement (RCCE) 
efforts ahead of the holiday season, including an expanded 
partnership with the South African Red Cross Society.   
 

• The positive news is that COVID-19 prevention measures are being 
taken seriously: latest government statistics reported a sharp 
increase in mask-wearing among the population (from 49% to 74%) 
and hand-sanitiser use (from 10% to 35%) between May and 
August. 
 

• An ‘Emergency Action Plan’ for children was adopted at the 11th 
African Child Trauma Conference to accelerate action to stop 
violence against children and to provide the nurturing environment 
that children need to survive and thrive.  

Situation Overview 
 

• The total number of confirmed COVID-19 cases is 725,452, with 
COVID-19 related deaths at 19,276 and the recovery rate now stands 
at 90%.  
 

• Despite the government taking a proactive approach in the reopening 
of schools, the latest National Income Dynamics Study (NIDS) – 
Coronavirus Rapid Mobile Survey, Wave 2, statistics show that most 
school children will have lost 40% of school days during 2020.   
 

• On World Mental Health Day, UNICEF released the findings of its 
latest U-Report survey showing how 72% of young people reported 
depressive symptoms during the hard lockdown. Government 
statistics also showed that the prevalence of depressive symptoms 
among the population doubled between 2017 and 2020 (COVID-19 
era), from 12% to 24% of individuals.  

 

@UNICEF South Africa/2020/Prinsloo 

Reporting Period: 01-31 October 2020 

 

Sebabatso, 18, walks to school at Allanridge Secondary School in Midrand, South Africa. 
Sebabatso lives with her mother and two sisters in nearby Ivory Park, an informal settlement 
on the outskirts of Johannesburg. Photo: UNICEFSouthAfrica/Schermbruker   
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Summary of Preparedness and Response Actions 

Education 

 
1. UNICEF is supporting the Department of Basic Education on psychosocial support in schools through the 

implementation of the CETA (Common Element Treating Approach) training programme. This is an initiative by 
the John Hopkins University, funded by USAID, which trains non-mental health professionals with an innovative 
approach to treat depression, anxiety, substance abuse and trauma. 

2. The matric final year school exams are scheduled to start on 5 November. Preparation has been relatively 
smooth as reports show a low number of infections in schools and UNICEF continues to monitor the situation.  
UNICEF continues to support the WoZa Matric programme that provides learners with learning materials and 
psychosocial support as they prepare for their final exams.  

3. UNICEF continues to support the back to school initiative, printing and distributing child friendly standard 
operation procedures, including posters on how to stay safe at school. UNICEF has also designed an easy to 
use guide (standard operating procedures) for the containment and management of COVID-19 in schools and 
communities.  Videos for learners, parents, teachers and support staff were produced.  

4. Work on improving access to WASH in schools is ongoing. UNICEF in partnership with USAID and Woolworths 
aims to construct at least 100 more handwashing stations in selected schools by the end of January.  

5. At least 6.8 million children have been provided with remote learning resources, including through online 
platforms, broadcast (radio and TV) and social media.  

6. Almost 21 million people have been reached through COVID-19 messaging focused on staying safe at school. 
This includes through PSAs and messaging on DSTV Supersport channel and the Children Radio Foundation.   

7. The majority of early childhood development programmes, especially in poorer areas, remain closed and some 
parents are reluctant to send their children back. UNICEF continued to provide technical support to the 
Department of Social Development and the Department of Basic Education, including standard operating 
procedures to encourage the safe re-opening of these programmes.  

 
8. UNICEF works with the Department of Social Development and Department of Basic Education through the 

Tshwaragano ka Bana: Let’s play, learn and grow together series, to provide ECD resource materials to all 
parents of young children at home. This programme reached more than 620,000 parents, estimated to be some 
940,000 children aged birth to five years. The ‘ActiveLearning@Home’ series supports parent’s with pupils from 
Grade R to 9, while the ‘Do It More Foundation’ shared educational resources at food distributions with three 
million meals provided to vulnerable communities, many of whom have limited or no access to online resources. 

9. UNICEF continues to work with the National Education Collaboration Trust (NECT) on the coordination 
and ‘curriculum trimming exercise’ for the education catch-up programme, as well as with the education sector 
on the ‘Care and Support in Teaching and Learning’ (CSTL) pillar, which includes psychosocial support. 

Child and Social Protection 

 

1. The 11th African Child Trauma Conference was held on 7 and 8 October and focused on how COVID-19 has 

exacerbated the challenging physical and emotional realities of children in South Africa, including the impact of 

gender-based and violence against children and others in the home. The conference was organized with 

ECPAT, JellyBeanz and Teddy Bear Foundation and adopted an ‘Emergency Child Rights Action Plan’ building 

on last year’s Charter to accelerate action for children affected by multiple deprivations. The conference was 

financed by Standard Bank South Africa, as part of a commitment by the Influential Women’s Circle and was 

opened by Dr. Najat Maala M’jid, UN Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence Against 

Children, Ms. Catherine Wanjiru Maina, Acting Secretary from the African Committee of Experts on the Rights 

and Welfare of Children and Ms. Lindiwe Zulu, Minister of Social Development. The Emergency Action Plan will 

help to inform advocacy and guidance on the child protection response for high-level decision makers, including 

the African Union and the national coalition on children’s rights.  
 

2. UNICEF participated in a high-level roundtable discussion on World Hunger Day, organized by UNICEF’s 

partner the Perfect Foundation. UNICEF’s support to nutrition gardens in community safe parks that foster youth 

empowerment, women’s employment, skills building, and social cohesion was highlighted, including through 

the launch of a new film. Follow up will be made to further discuss community empowerment initiatives to 

enhance food security at the household and community level with a further focus on youth empowerment 

through holistic skills building programme.  
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3. UNICEF continues to work with Action for Conflict Transformation (ACT) to support migrants with mental health 
and psychosocial support, GBV risk mitigation, economic skills empowerment and COVID-19 prevention 
messaging, reaching approximately 7,000 migrants.  
 

4. UNICEF supported ACT, IOM and the Malawian Consulate to repatriate 20 Malawian women and 15 children 
to their home country.  The women and children were provided with dignity kits, consisting of basic hygiene 
products, to help during their repatriation process.  
 

5. UNICEF finalised a partnership with the Scalabrini Centre of Cape Town. This collaboration aims to respond to 
the needs of vulnerable children affected by COVID-19, including documentation for migrant children, supporting 
individual children with direct assistance, capacity building of social workers on case management and gender-
based violence awareness. 

 

6. Childline South Africa continues to offer online counselling for children seeking help with issues including GBV 
and abuse and refers callers to relevant stakeholders to ensure that children’s needs are urgently responded 
to. A total of 17,098 calls were received over the last month, of which 1,500 needed to be referred to relevant 
government departments, NGOs and state agencies.  

 

7. UNICEF continues to strengthen the capacity of social service professionals to respond to the impact of COVID-
19. With the South African Council for Social Service Professionals (SACSSP), 1,000 social service 
professionals have been provided with information on COVID-19 through online platforms. Following the 
trainings, 250 social service professionals have been placed in community-based NGOs, local government 
and the gender-based violence (GBV) command centers to strengthen the GBV response. 
 

8. Standard operating procedures were developed for the safe re-opening of ‘Drop in Centres’. These guidelines 
are essential for community-based service providers to put in place protocols to keep children safe, whilst 
providing structured programmes for children within their communities.  
 

9. In partnership with Sonke Gender Justice, an additional 27 social service professionals were trained in October 
on the MenCare Child Protection Programme in Free State province. The training focuses on gender equitable 
care and the economic empowerment of women. 

 

Social Policy 

 

1. October saw the launch of the country’s Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement (MTBPS 2020) showing that 
the fiscal space for all the key sectors that UNICEF targets are under severe pressure. Expenditure and 
allocations on social assistance (social grants), basic education, social welfare, and health are projected to 
contract in real terms.  
 

2. UNICEF completed and disseminated five budget briefs to key partners. These budget briefs were part of the 
re-purposing of SDG Social Protection Funds and to address the impact of COVID-19 on the national budget 
and on sector budgets.  
 

3. UNICEF commissioned a fiscal space study to investigate the sustainability of increases in allocations to child 
grants and budgets, including education, health and other sectors. A draft report and a fiscal space model are 
at an advanced stage and will be presented and delivered in the middle of November 2020.  

Health and Nutrition 

 

1. UNICEF partnered with the National Departments of Health and Basic Education for the annual National 
Nutrition and National Obesity Week campaign to create awareness among adolescents and youths about 
obesity and the importance of healthy eating. COVID-19 and measures taken to reduce its spread, have 
disrupted food systems in the country, which has also affected the quality of diets. The campaign aimed to 
encourage consumers to make healthy, affordable food choices during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, 
through the theme “Good Nutrition for Good Immunity”.  
 

2. UNICEF continues to collaborate with the National Department of Health and other health partners to support 
the continuity of services and improve preventative services through the child health catch up drive. The drive 
will include immunization services; nutrition services such as Vitamin A supplementation, deworming, nutrition 
screening and referral as well as HIV services such as HIV screening and referral for treatment. UNICEF is 
working with the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) to provide intensified support to the Nelson Mandela 
Bay area through microplanning and social mobilization.  
 

3. UNICEF supported the National Department of Health to convene the Prevention of Mother to Child 
Transmission programme techical working group (PMTCT TWG). Outcomes agreed included strengthening the 
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use of data to monitor implementation of the PMTCT guidelines and the quality of the programme. UNICEF will  
work with the National Department of Health to train provincial coordinators on indicators and the use of data to 
monitor programme implementation. 
 

4. UNICEF is collaborating with the South African Medical Research Council and the Kwa-Zulu Natal department 
of health on an operational research project to identify suitable models for delivery of post exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) in PMTCT settings and to strengthen post-natal care. The study will identify ways to scale up PrEP and 
improve post-natal retention for mothers and babies to address the rising number of mother to child transmission 

during the post-natal period.  

WASH 
 

1. UNICEF was a lead partner in the National Department of Health’s Global Handwashing Day activities, 
contributing to the planning and presenting at a national webinar on “Making Hand Hygiene A Reality for All.”  
The Webinar was attended by more than 500 sector stakeholders. UNICEF presented the COVID-Response 
WASH programme, facilitated a presentation on the research findings of handwashing behaviors, barriers and 
motivators, and assisted with a presentation by a community WASH activist, who had built more than 20 Tippy 
Taps in KwaZekele, Eastern Cape.  
 

2. UNICEF and Envirosan have installed 106 handwashing with soap stations in nine provinces, with 15 installed 
at schools and health facilities across four provinces. These communal stations improved access to 
handwashing for some 50,600 people in high-risk areas of the country. 

 
3. UNICEF and World Vision distributed 3,651 WASH kits to vulnerable households in Free State, and Gauteng 

provinces. Each WASH kit includes critical supplies such as masks, soap, sanitizer, a bucket and WASH 
education materials. These kits cover a family for at least three months. 
 

4. UNICEF has promoted the Tippy Taps to provincial stakeholders through the National Department of Health’s 
health promotion networks, and to communities through World Vision and community-based organizations. 
More than 20,000 young people have registered on the Zlto platform for a nano course on “How to Build a 
Tippy Tap” and more than 3,000 have submitted evidence of building a Tippy Tap.  

  
5. Plans are being finalized for UNICEF, WaterAid and World Vision to install a further 180 handwashing stations 

in five provinces, including in 66 schools. 

 

Communication, Communication for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability 

Communication 

1. On Global Handwashing Day, UNICEF South Africa launched the #H4Handwashing initiative with Unilever and 
the Department of Basic Education to engrain handwashing into early learning through the alphabet. This 
included a Press Release and widespread media coverage and interviews in The Citizen, IOL, Radio 2000, 
SAFM, SABC and eNCA. A new web story on the Tippy Tap challenge was also released and featured on the 
UNICEF global website. 
 

2. A press release - ahead of the African Child Trauma Conference – highlighted the increased risk of abuse and 
violence due to the broad ranging impact of COVID-19. The conference adopted an ‘Emergency Child Rights 
Action Plan’ building on last year’s Charter to accelerate action for children affected by multiple deprivations. 
The Press Release and conference kept media attention high on this critical issue, with UNICEF South Africa 
appearing on SABC News, eNCA, IOL and Smile FM.   

3. UNICEF South Africa was quoted in the Pretoria News and Social TV on the importance of forming healthy 
lifestyles from a young age, as part of the ‘Good Nutrition for Good Immunity’ campaign, which is even more 
critical in these COVID-19 days.   
 

4. On International Day of the Girl, the powerful story of Sebabatso was released across UNICEF global 
platforms highlighting her innovation and determination to support people affected by COVID-19 and its broad 
ranging impact.   

 

5. The disruption in immunization services was highlighted through an interview with the Spotlight health 
publication ahead of the national vaccination catch-up programme in the coming weeks.  

 

6. Advocacy under the protecting children from violence, exploitation and abuse agenda focused on mental 
health, with the release of the U-report survey, through social media, showing how 72% of young people 
reported depressive symptoms during the hard lockdown. A ‘twitter chat’ also took place with 
@YouthCapitalSA, University of Cape Town and multiple partners to discuss the findings.   

 

https://citizen.co.za/parenty/2370796/h-for-handwashing-initiative-to-accelerate-handwashing-behaviour-change-amongst-children/
https://www.iol.co.za/lifestyle/health/global-handwashing-day-hand-hygiene-has-never-been-this-important-c0a124fd-3e0f-4b28-826e-305951b09275
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/stories/thousands-youth-take-tippytapchallenge
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/press-releases/children-increased-risk-abuse-and-violence-covid-19-takes-its-toll
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3uRqmRXdhE
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/children-exposed-to-abuse-under-lockdown-295884c7-02bc-4567-8c87-9cbf2a680e43
https://app.newsreviews.co.za/unlisted/allocation?a=9862aa61fbd904229eb0aef2fa6918b2&b=False
https://features.unicef.org/teen-girl-activist/?utm_campaign=&utm_source=referral&utm_medium=Vogue%20-
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/
https://bit.ly/SAYouthSurveyCOVID
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_SA/status/1317068785623420929?s=20
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7. #Move4Change UNICEF SA’s latest digital pledge fundraising campaign launched to challenge people to get 
healthy and run or walk 3km. The campaign launch was supplemented by two blogs: #MOVE4CHANGE 
Challenge - Add your name & nominate a friend and What do children’s charities and Roald Dahl have in 
common? 

8. Keeping every child learning and South Africa’s lead role in opening schools safely was highlighted through 
UNICEF South Africa’s Education Case Study that went live on the website and a blog telling the story of 
South Africa’s reopening of schools was released on the global UNICEF Connect platform.  
 

9. UNICEF South Africa partnered with Media Monitoring Africa on the Media Freedom Festival, including 
participating in a webinar about COVID-19 and reporting on children in the media.   

 

C4D / Risk Communication and Community Engagement 

1. UNICEF plays a key role in the national coordination structure of the COVID 19 response and the risk 

communication and community engagement response is strengthening work aligned to national plans and to 

support the upcoming festive season response to help prevent any resurgence.    

2. In partnership with World Vision, risk communication and community engagement training reached 17 

community-based organizations.  

3. UNICEF is supporting the National Department of Health to deal with backlogs in immunisations and other child 

health interventions. This includes C4D work with WHO and other partners to engage and encourage caregivers 

to bring their children to provide catch-up doses to children who have missed vaccinations. Twelve priority 

districts with the highest number of under-vaccinated children have been identified. Meetings were held with 

districts to outline a communications plan to support these activities.  

4. Working with Water Aid, RCCE activities have commenced and weekly WASH RCCE implementation meetings 

have been scheduled. Installation of handwashing stations has started in informal settlements in Gauteng 

province. WaterAid has developed & will share a brochure detailing handwashing steps and use and 

maintenance of the handwashing stations. UNICEF will send stickers (reminders and pointers) for handwashing 

stations to WaterAid – these have been translated into local languages. WaterAid will provide a list of all 80 

sites for installation of the handwashing stations. 

Funding Overview and Partnerships  

• The Ruth and Anita Wise trust provided US$12,000 for the establishment of two nutritional gardens that will 
support 600 children, adolescents and youth in two Isibindi Safe Parks in the Western Cape. 

 

• Shoprite donated laptops, vouchers and an assortment of items that included appliances and food items at 
Beautiful Gate, a Safe Park in Phillipi, Cape Town. The event included the participation of the UNICEF South 
Africa Representative.  

 

• UNICEF South Africa participated in a special online briefing on the COVID-19 response and needs that 
included Brazil and India for UNICEF fundraising colleagues.  
 

• Unilever/Life Buoy donated US$60,000 to UNICEF to build hand washing stations in 30 schools. The 
implementation of the HW stations will be complemented by Unilever’s (Life Buoy) hygiene education and 
Janitor (Domestos) programmes.  

Challenges 
 

• The vaccination catch-up drive has been affected by the shortage of health care workers available due to their 
redeployment for the COVID-19 response and the impact of coronavirus infections.  
 

• While there is currently good adherence to COVID-19 prevention measures, there are concerns that people 
will fatigue and that a resurgence could be seen during the holiday season in December. RCCE work is being 
strengthened at a national, provincial and district level to reduce the likelihood of a resurgence.   

Who to contact for further information: 

Christine Muhigana   Muriel Mafico    Toby Fricker    

Representative     Deputy Representative  Chief of Communication and Partnerships 

cmuhigana@unicef.org   mmafico@unicef.org  tfricker@unicef.org 

 

https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/move4change
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/stories/move4change-challenge-add-your-name-nominate-friend
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/stories/move4change-challenge-add-your-name-nominate-friend
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/stories/what-do-childrens-charities-and-roald-dahl-have-common
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/stories/what-do-childrens-charities-and-roald-dahl-have-common
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/stories/new-unicef-south-africa-education-covid-19-case-study
mailto:cmuhigana@unicef.org
mailto:mmafico@unicef.org
mailto:tfricker@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results, UNICEF South Africa, October 2020 

 Indicators   
Target to 31 Dec 

2020   
Results as of  
31 October 2020  

Education  
  

  

# of children – and parents - supported with distance/home-based learning 
[ECD, Primary, Secondary Ed]  

7,200,000 6,824,791 

Social Policy and Child Protection  
  

  

Number of children without parental or family provided with appropriate 
alternative care arrangements 15,000 18,467 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 
community- based mental health and psychosocial support  
  

100,000 131,800 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 
channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 2,500,000 175,940 

Social Policy 

Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed training on GBV 
risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for PSEA  20  70  

UNICEF technical support to COVID-19 top-up of government social protection 
cash transfer system 

5,700,000 
(households) 

 
5,700,000 

WASH  
  

  

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies, including hygiene 
items, and services  500,000 66,104 

Health and Nutrition 

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, including 
immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV care in UNICEF supported 
facilities (national and monthly)  171,858 

  
166,855   

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 
infant and young child feeding counselling through facilities and community 
platforms through UNICEF supported adolescent girls and young women peer 
mentors project 

 5,774  13,086 

Risk Communication  
  

  

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 
and access to services  7,000,000 7,365,154 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions  
40,000 73,555 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 
available support services to address their needs through established feedback 
mechanisms  

100,000 37,000 

 

 

  



7 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status, UNICEF South Africa, October 2020 

Sector 

 Requirements (US$) 

 

 

Received 

(US$) 

Funding gap from HAC 

(HAC-Received) 

 Total COVID-19 

HAC 

Regular 

Programme 
$ % 

Nutrition 
 

1,000,000 500,000 500,000 0.00 500,000 100% 

Health and WASH 
 

2,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 2,147,805 -147,805 -7% 

Social Policy and 

Child Protection  

 
1,550,000 775,000 775,000 248,485 1,301,515 84% 

Education  
 

5,090,000 2,545,000 2,545,000 1,205,005 3,884,995 76% 

Data collection and 

analysis of disease 

and secondary 

impact on women 

and children   

 

60,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 50% 

Communication for 

Development  

 
300,000 150,000 150,000 68,745 231,255 77% 

 

Total  

 
10,000,000 5,000,000 5,000,000 4,131,270 868,730 17% 

 

 


