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Situation in Numbers 

3,900,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 
(Humanitarian Needs Overview  

February 2021) 

 

5,900,000  
people in need 
(Humanitarian Needs Overview  

 February 2021) 

 

1,958,550 
Internally displaced children 

(IDPs) or refugees 
(OCHA March 2021) 

 

 

 

Highlights 

• The impacts of drought continue to aggravate food assistance needs in 

Somalia. The Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEW NET) reports are 

indicating that Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 

outcomes are expected to remain widespread through January 2022. 

• During the reporting period, 165,192 (40,701 girls and 93,886 boys) 

people received emergency water supply through water trucking and 

rehabilitation of water points.  

• UNICEF supports the education of 123,115 (including 59,922 girls and 

63,193 boys) crisis-affected children in 2021.  

• UNICEF has enhanced its assistance to ensure the continuity of key 
Maternal, Neonatal, Child and Adolescent Health (MNCAH) services; 
during the reporting period, 21,937 children and women received 
essential healthcare services.  

• A total of 128,549 children were admitted for treatment of Severe Acute 
Malnutrition by the end of July 2021. This figure surpasses UNICEF’s 
projection of 121,500 cases but is in line with the admission trends of 
2019 and 2020.   

• 5,883 children and primary caregivers received Mental Health and 

Psychosocial Support.                                                  
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UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2021 

US$ 124 million 

$21.7

$33.0

$69.7

Carry forward Funds received Funding gap

2021 funding  
requirement  

 $124 m 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
As of July 2021, UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal shows a funding gap of 56 percent. During 

the reporting period, with generous funding received from donors, UNICEF and partners were able to provide lifesaving 

and life-sustaining interventions. As needs continue to grow, UNICEF Somalia requires additional timely and flexible 

funding to respond effectively and efficiently to the ongoing crisis and ensure provision of lifesaving humanitarian 

programs. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The impacts of drought continue to increase food assistance needs in Somalia, aggravating the dire circumstances of 

the nearly 2.8 million food-insecure people in the country. Somalia’s median Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) prevalence 

has remained high (10–14.9 percent) for the past consecutive seasons (11.8 percent Post Deyr 2020, 11.8 percent in 

Gu 2020, 13.1 percent in 2019 Deyr and 13.8 percent in 2019 Gu’). 

Water shortages also continue to affect many parts of the country particularly in Puntland and Galmudug states. 

According to the local authorities in Puntland, water shortages have been reported in Dhahar and Laasqoray of Sanaag 

region and Qandala, Xaafuun and Caluula districts of Bari region, affecting over 10,000 people in both regions of Sanaag 

and Bari. It is therefore critical to scale up emergency water supply services to support the increasing number of 

communities affected by water shortages across the country, particularly in Galmudug and Puntland.  

The urgent meeting hosted by the Federal Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management between the 

Federal Ministry and Federal Member States’ Ministries for Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management also flagged  

the concerning funding situation to meet the critical humanitarian assistance needs in the country. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

In July, an integrated Polio and Vitamin A Supplementation (VAS) campaign was conducted and a total of 863,228 
children in Banadir, Hirshabelle and Galmudug were reached. UNICEF Continued to provide lifesaving severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) treatment services throughout the country and in July, 13,488 malnourished children were admitted 
for treatment, with most cases coming from Central South Region, especially Banadir region. A total of 128,549 SAM 
children were admitted for treatment by the end of July 2021. This figure is above the UNICEF HAC projection of 121,500 
cases but is in line with the admission trends of 2019 and 2020.   

Scale up of community and facility level nutrition screening continues across the country, including in areas with fresh 
influx of IDPs like Dollow, Hudur and Banadir to detect early malnutrition cases. In the month of July, a total of 247,775 
(113,752 male and 134,023 female) children aged 6-59 months were screened, out of which 41,107 and 18,440 were 
found to have moderate and severe acute malnutrition respectively. 

Health 

UNICEF continued to provide essential health services to emergency-affected populations in South-Central areas and 

Puntland. A total of 21,937 people (10,284 children U5; 7,584 women; 4,069 men) benefited from the first outpatient 

department (OPD) consultations for curative care; 1,956  and 2,202 infants received Pentavalent 3 and measles 

vaccinations, respectively; 99.2% of diarrhoea cases under five years were treated with oral rehydration salt; 1,104 

pregnant women completed their fourth antenatal care visit; 592 deliveries were supported by a skilled birth attendant; 

and 1,135 women received their first postnatal care within 48 hours.  

UNICEF also contributed to COVID-19 vaccinations in Somalia through COVAX. As of July 29th, 279,390 doses (i.e., 

91% of 300,000 doses received) were administered in Somalia. Out of these, 93,083 were administered as second 

doses. Additionally, 90 health facility staff and community health workers had been trained on infection prevention and 

control (IPC) to continue implementing COVID-19 preventive measures. 

 

WASH 

In July, UNICEF provided emergency water to 143,142 flood-affected community members in Baidoa, Berdale, Jowhar, 

Beletweyne, War-Sheikh and Wanla Wayne. Another 23,402 drought affected community members in Sool, Sanaag 

and Togdheer in Somaliland were also supported with emergency water trucking. In addition to the emergency water 

vouchers, UNICEF through partners carried out Chlorination of 129 shallow wells that serve 7,250 IDPs and host 

communities in Bakool and Bay regions. As part of providing sustainable access to water, UNICEF in partnership with 

local government was able to establish 4 new water supply systems in Puntland supporting 2,000 people. UNICEF, in 

collaboration with partners continued to promote hygiene promotion and COVID-19 mitigation measures through 

awareness campaigns which reached 31,279 people. 132 latrines were constructed in Baidoa IDP settlements to 

enhance safe sanitation practices for 6,600 IDPs. 
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Education 

In July, schools in Somaliland re-opened after 2 and half months of closure due to increase in COVID-19 transmission. 

This closure affected the education of 316,000 children (out of which, 45% were girls). At the beginning of the 2020/2021 

academic year, Somaliland reported 7 percent school drop out by children. This dropout was primarily due to the fear 

of COVID-19 transmission and worsening economic situation. As schools reopened in July 2021, UNICEF advocated 

for implementation of safe school guidelines to ensure safe and full return of all children to school. Under the leadership 

of the Somaliland Ministry of Education, social mobilizations have been ongoing, with an aim to ensure that all children, 

including those that had previously dropped out, return to schools safely. UNICEF continues to provide safe water 

supporting 14,674 (43 percent girls) children in 69 schools. This is aimed to ensure hygiene standards are in place to 

mitigate COVID-19 transmission.   

In July 2021, there was reported displacement of around 6,000 people in Bardale sub-district in Bay region. This is 

attributed to non-state armed groups pressing the community to surrender their children to the group. This has affected 

learning of estimated 720 school going children, though detailed information is being collected to inform the response. 

 

Child Protection 

During the reporting month, 5883 people, comprising 63 percent children, received mental health and psychosocial 
support (MHPSS) services. 632 children previously released continued to benefit from reintegration. 1,769 
unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) (1,046 boys and 723 girls) were supported through reunification 
services, family-based care or appropriate alternatives. 20,850 people (58 percent children) were reached through public 
outreach and awareness campaigns on child rights and child protection. Gender Based Violence (GBV) services were 
provided to 430 people, including 143 girls and 269 women. Survivors received GBV response services, including 
medical support, shelter, MHPSS, and legal advice. 
 
During the reporting period, vocational skills training was provided to 40 students (20 girls and 20 boys) in Erigavo, 
Sanaag region. Participants from Sool and Sanaag regions were equipped with marketable skills and tools that help 
rebuild their life through sustainable employment opportunities and economic engagement. Jointly with IOM, a three-
day Child Protection and anti-trafficking training was provided for 22 officials from immigration, coastal guards, police, 
and members of Ethiopian Community Center in Hargeisa and MESAF social workers. 
 
UNICEF led advocacy efforts and subsequently accomplished the release of 56 children (45 boys and 11 girls) from 
detention in Bossaaso, Garowe, Gaalkacyo and Qardho, and provided them with psychosocial support as well as 
COVID-19 prevention awareness and information. 
 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability 

During the reporting period, UNICEF continued empowering communities and facilitated positive social and behavioural 

change by influencing choices and decisions made by policy-makers, service providers, communities, families, children 

and young people, by generating increased demand for basic services and reinforcing COVID-19 recommended 

practices and the importance of vaccination against COVID-19 by eligible populations. A total of 1,500,000 people was 

reached through household visits, community meetings and education sessions. Broadcast of radio and TV spots was 

supplemented by the display of information, education, and communication materials, targeted dissemination of SMS 

and 4,900 hours of addressing the public through vehicles mounted with mikes. Additionally, male community members 

received information through the mosque announcements. 3,908 religious leaders received orientation on the ongoing 

social and behaviour change priorities. UNICEF and WHO are working together on design and roll-out of the study to 

identify the reasons behind vaccine hesitancy among the health care workers. Another study is being planned by 

UNICEF to further understand the reasons of higher levels of vaccine acceptance among men. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF’s ongoing humanitarian action focuses on an integrated, inclusive, and multi-sectoral response to residual 

drought impact, displacement, conflict, disease outbreaks, and seasonal floods. In line with the 2021 Somalia 

Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), and the Centrality of Protection Strategy, UNICEF’s priorities include the provision 

of life-saving services to address critical malnutrition and excess mortality, to effectively respond to mounting protection 

threats and support resilience building and early recovery. UNICEF is also committed to implementing gender-

responsive and socially inclusive humanitarian actions, to ensure that those most in need receive the right life-saving 

services.  

UNICEF leads the WASH and Nutrition Clusters and the Child Protection Area of Responsibility and co-leads the 

Education Cluster with Save the Children. The operational capacity of the UNICEF-led Clusters is significant, with a 

network of over 230 operational partners, including sub-regional coordinators in over 15 regions. The network facilitates 

access to information, as well as coordination and interventions in hard-to-reach and inaccessible areas.  
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Human Interest Stories and External Media 
In July, UNICEF, together with partners, continued calling for Somalia to pass the Child Rights Bill, underscored the 
importance of investing in humanitarian assistance, and highlighted the importance of girls’ education. The 
communication team also continued to disseminate COVID-19 prevention messages and showcase the importance of 
COVID-19 vaccines. The importance of providing essential healthcare in community-based health centres was also 
emphasized through social media, and similarly, donors were provided with visibility through the Country Office’s 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter feeds.  

 Next SitRep: 20 September 2021 
UNICEF Somalia Crisis: https://www.unicef.org/somalia/ UNICEF Somalia Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html 

 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

  UNICEF and Ips Cluster/AoR Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2021 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2021 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

the last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition#        

# of boys and girls aged 6-59 months with 

severe acute malnutrition admitted for 

therapeutic care 

162,008 
121,500 
(62,546 G | 

58,954 B) 

133,501 
(74,337 G | 

59,164 B) 

13,488 ▲ 
162,008 
(82,624 G| 

79,384 B) 

138,675 

(77198 G| 

61477 B) 

15,983 ▲ 

# of boys and girls aged 6-59 months with 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) 

admitted for therapeutic care through the 

simplified protocol 

800,878 
25,000 

(12,750 G | 

12,250 B) 

19,127 
(9,961 G |  

9,166 B) 

1,378▼ 
560,615 
(285,914 G| 

274,701 B) 

297,720 

(159674 G|  

138046 B) 

33,868 ▼ 

# of primary caregivers of children aged 0-

23 months who received counselling on 

infant and young child feeding 

887,582 
880,000 

(850,000 W | 

30,000 M) 

482,090 
(482,090 W| 0 

M) 
69,160▲ 887,582 

612,638 
(612,638 W| 

 0 M) 

 

72,435 ▼ 

Health        

# of people provided with access to 

essential life-saving health services 
 

849,484 
(210,165 G| 

192,320 B| 

259,793 W| 

187,206 M) 

130,360 
(34,004 G| 

29,706 B| 

4,2628 W| 

24,022 M) 

21,937▲    

# of children under-1 year vaccinated 

against Measles 
 

64,156 
(34,620 G| 

29,536 B) 

14,433 
(7,742 G|  

6,691 B) 
2,202▲    

# of pregnant women receiving delivery 

services by skilled birth attendants 
 28,227 

(28,227 W) 
5,716 592▲    

% of children aged 0-59 months with 

diarrhoea receiving oral rehydration salts 

(ORS) 

 >90% 100% 100%    

# of healthcare facility staff and community 

health workers trained in infection 

prevention and control (IPC)^ 

 1,486 
(809 W| 677 M) 

754 
(380 W|  

374 M) 
90▲    

WASH        

# of people reached with emergency water 

services in targeted settlements and 

communities 

1,600,000 

850,000 
(255,000 G| 

263,500 B| 

178,500 W| 

153,000 M) 

616,095 

(199,362 G| 

190,720 B| 

584,161 W | 

100,172 M) 

165,192▲ 

1,000,00

0 
(300,000 G| 

350,000 B| 

180,000 W| 

170,000 M) 

627237 
(188,170 G| 

219,533 B| 

112,902 W|  

106,537 M) 

100,746▲ 

 

    

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Mohamed Ayoya 

Representative  

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: mayoya@unicef.org  

Nejmudin Kedir Bilal 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: nkbilal@unicef.org 
   

 

 

Hiwot Kiflom 

Emergency Manager, OIC 

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: hkiflom@unicef.org 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzg8a4PMUPQ
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1419673523182788616?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBr2_TBrl1M
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1414819413157613573?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1414464678617563141?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1414464678617563141?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1415544191942340612?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSomalia/
https://www.instagram.com/unicefsomalia/
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia
https://www.unicef.org/somalia/
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html
mailto:mayoya@unicef.org
mailto:nkbilal@unicef.org
mailto:hkiflom@unicef.org
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  UNICEF and Ips Cluster/AoR Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2021 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since the 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2021 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

the last 

report 

▲▼ 

# of people reached with sanitation services 

in vulnerable settlements and communities 
1,300,000 

175,000 
(52,500 G| 

54,250 B|  

36,750 W|  

31,500 M) 

50,795 
(17,255 G|  

15503 B|  

10,437 W|  

7,600 M) 

21,060 ▲ 

1,000,00

0 
(300,000 G| 

350,000 B| 

180,000 W| 

170,000 M) 

198,537 
(59,561 G| 

69,489 B|  

35,735 W| 

33,752 M) 

13,820▼ 

 

# of people reached with hygiene promotion 

activities and hygiene kits distribution in 

vulnerable settlements and communities 

4,100,000 

1,200,000 
(360,000 G| 

372,000 B| 

252,000 W| 

216,000 M) 

207147 
(65,925 G|  

64,774 B|  

41,881 W|  

34,567 M) 

31,280▲ 

2,547,00

7 
(764,102 G| 

891,453 B| 

458,461 W| 

432,991 M) 

650,533 
(195,160 G| 

227,686 B| 

117,096 W|  

110,591 M) 

121,767▲ 

 

# of people reached with sustainable 

access to safe water in targeted 

settlements and communities 

4,200,000 

320,000 
(96,000 G| 

99,200 B| 67,200 

W| 57,600 M) 

202,600 

(62,025 G|  

62,422 B|  

42,246 W|  

35,907 M) 

17,983▲ 

1,547,00

7 
(464,102 G| 

541,453 B| 

278,461 W| 

262,991 M) 

364,716 
(109,415 G| 

127,651 B|  

65,648 W|  

62,002M) 

41,611 ▼ 

 

# of people reached through institutional 

WASH Infection Prevention and Control 

(IPC) activities 

 

220,000 
(66,000 G| 

68,200 B| 46,200 

W| 39,600 M) 

14,964 
(5,118 G|  

4,566 B|  

3,073 W|  

2,207 M) 

6,592 ▲    

Child Protection        

# of children and caregivers accessing 

community based mental health and 

psychosocial support services 

545,500 

180,000 
(79,200 G| 

79,200 B| 14,400 

W| 7,200 M) 

44,860 
(12,747 G| 

16,665 B| 

8,164 W| 

1,024 M) 

5,883 ▼ 

 

408,000 
(122,400 G| 

142,800 B| 

73,440 W| 

69,360 M) 

44,687 
(15,612 G| 

17,652 B| 

6,874 W|  

4,549 M) 

6,463▼ 

# of registered unaccompanied and 

separated children supported with 

reunification services, family-based care or 

appropriate alternatives 

28,000 
7,040 

(2,605 G| 4,435 

B) 

11,671 
(4,754 G| 

6,917 B) 

1769▼ 

 

15,000 
(4,500 G| 

5,250 B| 

2,700 W| 

2,550 M) 

12,233(5,72

8 G|  

6,505 B) 

2,084▲ 

# of women, girls and boys accessing GBV 

risk mitigation prevention and response 

interventions 

 

100,000 
(16,760 G| 

14,285 B| 40,550 

W| 28,405 M) 

3,881 
(1,336 G| 226 

B| 2,217 W| 

102 M) 

430▼    

# of girls and boys released from armed 

groups and forces, reintegrated with their 

families/communities, and provided with 

adequate care and services 

10,000 
1,760 

(440 G| 1,320 B) 

632 
(632 G| 553 

B) 

4 ▲ 

3000 
(900 G| 

1,050 B| 540 

W| 510M) 

3,035 
(388 G|  

2,647 B) 

545▼ 

# of individuals targeted with rights-based 

public outreach and awareness raising 

activities 

1,089,500 

200,000 
(80,000 G| 

80,000 B| 20,000 

W| 20,000 M) 

100,223 
(26,287 G| 

24,561 B| 

27,084 W|  

22,291 M) 

20,850 ▲ 

744,000 
(223,200 G| 

260,400 B| 

133,920 W| 

126,480 M) 

155,437 
(39,119 G|  

36,120 B| 

54,356 W|  

25,842 M) 

34,358▲ 

Education        

# of children accessing formal and non-

formal primary education 
1,440,000 

160,000 
(80,000 G| 

80,000 B) 

123,115 
(59,922 G| 

63,193 B) 

14,674▼ 
374,973 
(168,738 G| 

206,235 B) 

289,945 

(136,682 G|  

153,263 B) 

48,183▲ 

# of school children with access to safe 

drinking water and hygiene promotion 

services 

1,440,000 
120,000 
(60,000 G| 

60,000 B) 

69,363 
(33,767 G|  

35,596 B) 
14,674▼ 

374,973 
(168,738 G| 

206,235 B) 

175,805 
(82,661 G|  

93,144 B) 
21,088▼ 

# of teachers trained in basic pedagogy and 

psychosocial support 
7,300 

1,200 
(480 W| 720 M) 

211 
(82 W| 129 M) 

- 
7,300 

(1,825 W| 

5,475 M) 

3,305 
(822 W|  

2,483 M)  

628▼ 

Communication for 

Development 
       

# people reached through messaging on 

the individual, family, and community-level 

prevention practices and access to services 
 

2,000,000 
(1,008,000 W| 

992,000 M) 

4,274,652 
(2,288,048 W|  

1,986,6044 M) 
1,100,092    

# To ensure a more accurate interpretation of data and trend analysis, all Nutrition programme data from previous months are updated to capture results submitted by partners after the cut-off 

date for the situation report 

^ COVID-19 data can be accessed via the following link: https://rebrand.ly/who-covid-somalia-dashboard  

 

 

  

https://rebrand.ly/who-covid-somalia-dashboard
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2021 Humanitarian Appeal)  

Appeal Sector 

Requirements* Funds available** Funding gap 

  
Funds Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over US$ % 

Health 18,247,217 7,178,881 3,444,875 7,623,462 42% 

Nutrition 32,718,475 5,614,038 11,612,943 15,491,494 47% 

Education 19,200,000 2,341,410 2,032,824 14,825,766 77% 

WASH 33,000,001 11,577,546 1,529,247 19,893,208 60% 

Child Protection 19,196,691 6,268,673 3,070,866 9,857,152 51% 

C4D, Community Engagement and AAP 2,021,760 0 0 2,021,760 100% 

Total 124,384,144 32,980,548 21,690,754 69,712,842 56% 

 
* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2021 for a period of 12 months 

**‘Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. The C4D results were 
achieved through the funding received for other programs.   
UNICEF humanitarian programmes also benefit from resilience funding generously contributed by multiple different donors. Such resources help 
UNICEF contribute towards both humanitarian efforts and interventions at the nexus between humanitarian and development action for 
children. 

 


