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Situation in Numbers 
3,400,000  
children in need of 
humanitarian 
assistance 
(Humanitarian Needs Overview 

December 2020) 

 
5,900,000  
people in need 
(Humanitarian Needs Overview 

December 2020) 

 

1,958,550 
Internally displaced children 

(IDPs) or refugees 
(OCHA March 2021) 

 

 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
• In March, UNICEF supported the provision of COVID-19 vaccines in 

Somalia through COVAX. A total of 300,000 doses were delivered 
throughout the country with designated hospitals starting vaccinations 
on March 16th. As of March 31st, 41,329 doses were administered in 
South Central areas, Puntland, and Somaliland. 

• There were 11,888 children (6,735 girls and 5,153 boys) with severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) who were treated through UNICEF supported 
emergency nutrition services. 

• Nine schools in Belet Weyne had repairs and other improvements done 
to existing water systems by adding water connections with provision 
of plastic water tanks.  

• UNICEF supported 18,078 children (8,777 girls) with school supplies 
in Galgaduud, Hiraan and Middle Shabelle regions.   

• In C4D there were two streams of intervention, one for mass 
awareness on the prevention of COVID-19 infection and fatalities and 
another for promotion of the COVID-19 vaccine, which were in full 
scale operation throughout the month. 

• There were 6817 people (27 per cent girls) whom received mental 
health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services, psychosocial first 
aid, play therapy, peer to peer support, and online counselling. 
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Carry forward $21.7

Funds received $6.3

Funding gap $96.4

Funding Status in US$ millions  

Carry forward Funds received

2021 funding  
requirement  

 $124 m 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
In 2021, UNICEF is appealing for US$ 124.3 million to sustain provision of life-saving services including critical nutrition, 
health, WASH, child protection and education in emergency interventions. Continued predictable, flexible and timely 
donor support is critical to sustaining vital response activities and preventing further deterioration of the situation in 
Somalia.  Funds and supplies which were carried over from 2020 have supported the results achieved so far in 
2021.  UNICEF humanitarian programmes also benefit from resilience funding generously contributed by multiple 
different donors.  Such resources help UNICEF contribute towards both humanitarian efforts and interventions at the 
nexus between humanitarian and development action for children.   

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The impact of delayed and erratic rains in the Deyr season is becoming more apparent with water shortages and 
displacements continued to be reported in many communities, with increases in water prices being observed.  There 
were over 116,000 Somalis were displaced by water shortages between October 2020 and March 2021. According to 
the FAO latest update, the worst affected regions include Lower Juba, Middle Juba, Gedo, Mudug, Nuugal, Bari, 
Toghdheer and Sool which are currently experiencing severe water shortages. By the end of March, a 200-litre barrel 
of water sold between USD$7 to $9, up from an average of $3 in February 2021.  As of 23 March, the cumulative total 
number of suspected cholera cases in 2021 was 780, including 2 associated deaths with a case fatality ratio (CFR) of 
0.3 per cent1. 
 
Through at least mid-2021 it is expected that the desert locust plague will continue to put at risk pasture and crops 
across the country.  According to FAO, the Desert Locust upsurge showed signs of decline in March within Somalia 
and neighbouring countries due to ongoing control operations and poor rainfall2. 
 
March saw a continued uptake in the number of cases of COVID-19 within Somalia.  As of the end of the month there 
was a total of 11,504 positive cases with 537 deaths3.  The cumulative positivity rate since the start of the outbreak 
has declined gradually and now stands at 7.4 per cent, with a cumulative case fatality rate at 4.8 per cent4. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

The delivery of lifesaving nutrition treatment to children affected by severe acute malnutrition (SAM) has continued to 

be a priority for UNICEF and partners. In March, 11,888 children (6,735 girls and 5,153 boys) with SAM were treated 

through UNICEF supported emergency nutrition services. This is against the backdrop of the FSNAU post Deyr nutrition 

and food security assessment which registered a reduction the global acute malnutrition prevalence at 11.5 per cent 

compared to 13.8 per cent reported in the same season in 20205.  It is also the lowest GAM registered in over 10 years 

in Somalia. Hence, UNICEF will continue to advocate for and mobilize resources to ensure that no child with SAM is left 

behind, prioritizing those living in marginalized and hard-to-reach communities including the internally displaced 

persons. The SAM admissions reported in March bring the total of admissions since the beginning of 2021 to 43,655 

(24,050 girls, 19,605 boys), representing 36 per cent of the targeted UNICEF caseload for 2021. Nutrition services 

continue to meet the recommended standards with proportion of children cured out of children discharged at 93 per 

cent. 

 
1 OCHA Somalia Situation Report, March 2021 
2 ibid 
3 https://bmgf.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/d0d9a939c5fa401caa3a7447e72b2017 
4 OCHA Somalia Situation Report, March 2021 
5 FSNAU Technical Release, 4th February 2021 
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Health 

In collaboration with Government and implementing partners, UNICEF continued to provide essential health services to 

marginalised populations in South-Central of Somalia. More specifically, 6,757 people (3,961 under 5 years, 1,797 

females, 999 males) received curative care through outpatient department consultations.  There were 578 children and 

754 children under one year of age who received Penta 1 and measles vaccinations.  Over 90 per cent of diarrhoea 

cases under five years (509 girls, 557 boys) were treated with oral rehydration salts and 377 pregnant women were able 

to complete their fourth antenatal care visit.  There were 256 deliveries were supported by a skilled birth attendant. 

UNICEF also delivered two sets of Interagency Emergency Health Kit (IEHK) supplementary medicines to Banadir 

Hospital to ensure the availability and continuity of emergency health services during the COVID-19 response. 

Furthermore, UNICEF supported the provision of COVID-19 vaccines in Somalia through COVAX. A total of 300,000 

doses were delivered throughout the country with designated hospitals starting vaccinations on March 16th. As of March 

31st, 41,329 doses were administered in South Central areas, Puntland, and Somaliland. As with the vaccination efforts, 

UNICEF focused on COVID-19 prevention measures by training 586 health facility staff and community health workers 

(317 females, 294 males) on infection prevention and control (IPC) and maintaining handwashing stations at UNICEF-

supported facilities. 

 

WASH 

In March, UNICEF continued to support access to safe water in Somalia. In Belet Weyne in Hiraan region, 10 strategic 
wells were disinfected through chlorination providing safe water to 4,560 people (1,354 girls, 1,409 boys). Additionally, 
nine schools in Belet Weyne had repairs and other improvements done to existing water systems by adding water 
connections with provision of plastic water tanks.  On sanitation, 300 new IDP latrines were completed in Boondheere, 
Wardigley, Cabdulasis and Karan districts in Banadir region.  Hygiene interventions reached 36,065 people (10,711 
girls, 11,140 boys) through hygiene promotion messaging, construction of handwashing facilities in schools and 
distribution of WASH supplies.   

 

Education 

In March, UNICEF supported 18,078 children (8,777 girls) with school supplies in Galgaduud, Hiraan and Middle 
Shabelle regions. There were 117 teachers (47 female) who were trained on psychosocial support and class 
management and received monthly incentives. The distribution of dignity kits to 300 adolescent girls and awareness 
raising sessions on menstrual hygiene management was completed. In March, the Ministry of Education announced the 
closure of the schools for four weeks as a precaution to prevent transmission of COVID-19 in Banadir region. This mostly 
affected learning of children in schools in the Banadir region.  With an increased likelihood of drought in some areas of 
Somaliland, there is a strong possibility for children to drop out and eventual closure of schools. The MoE Somaliland 
undertook a rapid assessment in 61 schools to find the effects of pre-drought on schools. The report indicated that 1,158 
children (486 girls) had dropped out of these schools and among these 50 per cent of the children are in Togdheer and 
Sool regions. The school dropout was exacerbated by the movement of families as result of drought. In addition, due to 
lack of teachers’ incentives, 37 (3 females) teachers have dropped out of teaching with the MoE soliciting for support 
from agencies to respond. 

 

Child Protection 

Despite a national spike in COVID-19 cases, child protection partners delivered services in a safe environment with a 
mandatory observation of COVID-19 preventive measures.   There were 6817 people (27 per cent girls) whom received 
mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services, psychosocial first aid, play therapy, peer to peer support, 
and online counselling.  Since February, the number of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) increased by 
92 per cent while family reunifications increased by 19 per cent. Somaliland had the highest numbers due to the 
migratory route to the Arab Peninsula, where many children find themselves stranded. Child rights awareness reached 
29 per cent more people when compared to the last reporting period in February. Awareness campaigns included 294 
school children (154 boys and 140 girls) in Puntland who engaged in school-based outreach to promote child rights and 
governance. Awareness messages covered prevention of family separation, gender-based violence (GBV), COVID-19 
preventive measures and risk awareness.  A total of 613 children (87 per cent boys) were supported with CAAFAG 
reintegration services. One child escaped from Al Shabaab and was placed in a UNICEF funded interim care centre in 
Mogadishu for support. A total of 506 survivors of gender-based violence (88 per cent female) continued to receive 
support (legal, medical, material, MHPSS) in safe houses and service points. 

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

Due to a surge in COVID-19 infections and fatalities caused by the pandemic, March has emerged as one of the most 
crucial months since the onset of the pandemic. Two streams of intervention, one for mass awareness on the prevention 
of COVID-19 infection and fatalities and another for promotion of the COVID-19 vaccine, were in full scale operation 
throughout the month. Besides reaching a population of 425,826 people through house to house visits in 90,451 
households, whilst another 45,000 people were reached through health education sessions, mosque announcements 
and community meetings. There were 173 religious leaders whom were actively promoting COVID-19 vaccines and 



4 

 

creating awareness of the virus. Over 700 radio and TV spots were broadcast covering the entire country. Furthermore, 
488 hours of public addresses was done and 4,913 IEC materials including billboards were displayed in key public 
places. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF’s ongoing humanitarian action focuses on an integrated, inclusive, and multi-sectoral response to residual 
drought impact, displacement, conflict, disease outbreaks and seasonal floods. In line with the 2021 Somalia 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), as well as the Centrality of Protection Strategy, UNICEF’s priorities are to provide 
life-saving services to address critical malnutrition and excess mortality, effectively respond to mounting protection 
threats and support resilience building and early recovery. UNICEF is also committed to implementing gender-
responsive and socially inclusive humanitarian action to ensure those most in need receive the right life-saving services.  
 
UNICEF leads the WASH and Nutrition Clusters and the Child Protection Area of Responsibility and co-leads the 
Education Cluster with Save the Children. The operational capacity of the UNICEF-led Clusters is significant, with a 
network of over 230 operational partners, including sub-regional coordinators in over 15 regions. The network facilitates 
access to information, coordination and interventions in hard-to-reach and inaccessible areas. UNICEF has also 
supported gender capacity strengthening through multiple training sessions for Clusters to ensure the drought 
preparedness and response is gender-responsive and inclusive, including access to gender-based violence (GBV) 
services and psychosocial support to separated or unaccompanied children.  UNICEF and partners engage with the 
Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management (MoHADM) on strengthening collaboration mechanisms for 
humanitarian response. 

 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
In mid-March, UNICEF, as part of the UN family, assisted the Government in delivering the first batch of COVID-19 
vaccines, through the COVAX facility, to the country. The arrival of the vaccines was marked with a high level 
ceremony, organized in partnership with the Federal Ministry of Health, WHO and other UN sister agencies, as well as 
highlighted through a press release, photo essay and social media coverage. The first vaccinations were covered to 
enhance the uptake of the vaccines. The communication team also continued sharing COVID-19 prevention 
messages, celebrated the World Social Work Day and the important role of social workers in Somalia, marked 
the World Water Day and called for climate resilient solutions, and provided visibility to donors through the Country 
Office’s Facebook, Instagram and Twitter feeds. 
 

Next SitRep: 20 May 2021 

 
UNICEF Somalia Crisis: https://www.unicef.org/somalia/  
UNICEF Somalia Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: 
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html 
 
 

  

    
Who to 
contact for 
further 
information
: 

Mohamed Ayoya 
Representative  
UNICEF Somalia 
Email: mayoya@unicef.org  

Sara Karimbhoy 
Emergency Manager  
UNICEF Somalia 
Email: skarimbhoy@unicef.org 

 
 

Jesper Moller 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF Somalia 
Email: jmoller@unicef.org   

 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/unsom/albums/72157718653745668
https://www.flickr.com/photos/unsom/albums/72157718653745668
https://twitter.com/MoH_Somalia/status/1371367900674727937?s=20
https://twitter.com/mamun567/status/1371398450525446144?s=20
https://www.unicef.org/somalia/press-releases/covid-19-vaccines-arrival-and-rollout-somalia
https://www.unicef.org/somalia/stories/covid-19-vaccines-arrive-somalia
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1371363279319273472?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1376851981189406724?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1377152561518571523?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1377152561518571523?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1371771617316118529?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1373898877632405508?s=20
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia/status/1374241651892322306?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/UnicefSomalia/
https://www.instagram.com/unicefsomalia/
https://twitter.com/unicefsomalia
https://www.unicef.org/somalia/
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html
mailto:mayoya@unicef.org
file:///C:/Users/pbarns/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/MOEAGD06/skarimbhoy@unicef.org
mailto:jmoller@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

  UNICEF and IPs Cluster/AoR Response 

Sector 
Overall 
needs 

2021 
target 

Total 
results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report 
▲▼ 

2021 
target 

Total 
results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report 
▲▼ 

Nutrition#        
# of boys and girls 6-59 months with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted to therapeutic 
care 

162,008 
121,500 
(62,546 G | 
58,954 B) 

43,655 
(24,050 G | 
19,605 B) 

11,888▲ 
162,008 
(82,624 G| 
79,384 B) 

46,173 
(25,506 G| 
20,667 B) 

14,511▲ 

# of boys and girls 6-59 months with 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) 
admitted to therapeutic care through the 
simplified protocol 

800,878 
25,000 

(12,750 G | 
12,250 B) 

9,558 
(4,720 G | 
4,838 B) 

3,400▲ 
560,615 
(285,914 G| 
274,701 B) 

98,061 
(52,883 G| 
45,178 B) 

35,581▲ 

# of primary caregivers of children 0-23 
months who received counselling on infant 
and young child feeding 

887,582 
880,000 

(850,000 W | 
30,000 M) 

203,013 
(203,013 W| 0 

M) 
69,227▲ 887,582 312,451 150,579▲ 

Health        

# of people provided with access to 
essential life-saving health services  

849,484 
(210,165 G| 
192,320 B| 
259,793 W| 
187,206 M) 

78,539 
(19,179 G| 
17,577 B| 
26,669 W| 
15,114 M) 

6,757▲    

# of children under-1 year vaccinated 
against measles  

64,156 
(34,620 G| 
29,536 B) 

9,033 
(4,914 G| 
4,119 B) 

754▲    

# of pregnant women receiving delivery 
services by skilled birth attendants  28,227 

(28,227 W) 
4,021 256▲    

% of children 0-59 months with diarrhoea 
receiving oral rehydration salts (ORS)  >90% 91% 1%▼    
# of healthcare facility staff and community 
health workers trained in infection 
prevention and control (IPC)^ 

 1,486 
(809 W| 677 M) 

611 
(317 W| 294 

M) 
112▲    

WASH        

# of people reached with emergency water 
services in targeted settlements and 
communities 

1,600,000 

850,000 
(255,000 G| 
263,500 B| 
178,500 W| 
153,000 M) 

284,731 
(84,565 G| 
87,954 B| 
59,608 W| 
52,604 M) 

4,560▲ 

1,000,000 
(300,000 G| 
350,000 B| 
180,000 W| 
170,000 M) 

333,440 
(100,031 G| 
116,704 B| 
60,019 W| 
56,686 M) 

30,801▲ 
 

# of people reached with sanitation services 
in vulnerable settlements and communities. 

1,300,000 

175,000 
(52,500 G| 

54,250 B| 36,750 
W| 31,500 M) 

29,735 
(8,831 G| 
9,185 B| 
6,225 W| 
5,494 M) 

14,535▲ 

1,000,000 
(300,000 G| 
350,000 B| 
180,000 W| 
170,000 M) 

73,452 
(22.035 G| 
35,709 B| 
13,220 W| 
12,488 M) 

18,680▲ 
 

# of people reached with hygiene promotion 
activities and hygiene kits distribution in 
vulnerable settlements and communities 

4,100,000 

1,200,000 
(360,000 G| 
372,000 B| 
252,000 W| 
216,000 M) 

154,340 
(45,839 G| 
47,675 B| 
32,311 W| 
28,515 M) 

36,065▲ 

2,547,007 
(764,102 G| 
891,453 B| 
458,461 W| 
432,991 M) 

227,691 
(68,307 G| 
79,692 B| 
40,985 W| 
38,707 M) 

78,228▲ 
 

# of people reached with sustainable 
access to safe water in targeted 
settlements and communities. 

4,200,000 

320,000 
(96,000 G| 

99,200 B| 67,200 
W| 57,600 M) 

136,585 
(40,565 G| 
42,190 B| 
28,594 W| 
25,236 M) 

6,186▲ 

1,547,007 
(464,102 G| 
541,453 B| 
278,461 W| 
262,991 M) 

182,182 
(54,655 G| 
63,764 B| 
32,792 W| 
30,971 M) 

35,173▲ 
 

# of people reached through institutional 
WASH Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC) activities 

 

220,000 
(66,000 G| 

68,200 B| 46,200 
W| 39,600 M) 

8,372 
(2,486 G| 
2,586 B| 
1,753 W| 
1,547 M) 

650▲    

Child Protection        

# of children and caregivers accessing 
community based mental health and 
psychosocial support services 

545,500 

180,000 
(79,200 G| 

79,200 B| 14,400 
W| 7,200 M) 

19,729 
(6,002 G| 
7,963 B| 
3,213 W| 
2,551 M) 

6,817▲ 
 

408,000 
(122,400 G| 
142,800 B| 
73,440 W| 
69,360 M) 

21,084 
(7,744 G| 

8,823 B|2,719 
W| 1,798 M) 

7,221▲ 

# of registered unaccompanied and 
separated children supported with 
reunification services, family-based care or 
appropriate alternatives 

28,000 
7,040 

(2,605 G| 4,435 
B) 

6,143 
(2,465 G| 
3,678 B) 

2,154▲ 
 

15,000 
(4,500 G| 
5,250 B| 
2,700 W| 
2,550 M) 

6,154 
(2,646 G| 
3,508 B) 

2,515▲ 

# of women, girls and boys accessing GBV 
risk mitigation prevention and response 
interventions 

 

100,000 
(16,760 G| 

14,285 B| 40,550 
W| 28,405 M) 

1,615 
(533 G| 93 B| 
920 W| 69 M) 

506▲    

# of girls and boys released from armed 
groups and forces reintegrated with their 
families/communities and provided with 
adequate care and services 

10,000 1,760 
(440 G| 1,320 B) 

1,225 
(158 G| 1,067 

B) 

613▲ 

3000 
(900 G| 1,050 

B| 540 W| 
510M) 

1,290 
(166 G| 1,124 

B) 

613▲ 
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# of individuals targeted with rights-based 
public outreach and awareness raising 
activities 

1,089,500 

200,000 
(80,000 G| 

80,000 B| 20,000 
W| 20,000 M) 

33,599 
(10,070 G| 
8,085 B| 
7,812 W| 
7,632 M) 

11,827▲ 

744,000 
(223,200 G| 
260,400 B| 
133,920 W| 
126,480 M) 

58,652 
(10,618 G| 
10,575 B| 
31,857 W| 
5,602 M) 

33,359▲ 

Education        
# of children accessing formal and non-
formal primary education 

1,440,000 
160,000 
(80,000 G| 
80,000 B) 

20,547 
(9,324 G| 
11,223 B) 

88▲ 
374,973 
(168,738 G| 
206,235 B) 

137,354 
(64,944 G| 
72,410 B) 

46,633▲ 

# of school children with access to safe 
drinking water and hygiene promotion 
services 

1,440,000 
120,000 
(60,000 G| 
60,000 B) 

20,547 
(9,324 G| 
11,223 B) 

88▲ 
374,973 
(168,738 G| 
206,235 B) 

89,770 
(41,843 G| 
47,927 B) 

36,262▲ 

# of teachers trained in basic pedagogy and 
psychosocial support 

7,300 1,200 
(480 W| 720 M) 

119 
(72 W| 47 M) 

119▲ 
7,300 

(1,825 W| 
5,475 M) 

1,139 
(301 W| 838 

M)  

509▲ 

Communication for 
Development 

       

# people reached through messaging on 
individual, family and community level 
prevention practices and access to services 

 
2,000,000 
(1,008,000 W| 

992,000 M) 

425,826 
(662,640 W| 
381,770 M) 

425,826▲    

# In order to ensure a more accurate interpretation of data and trend analysis, all Nutrition programme data from previous months is updated to capture results submitted by partners after the 
cut-off date for the situation report 
^ COVID-19 data can be accessed via the following link: https://rebrand.ly/who-covid-somalia-dashboard  
 
 

 
 
Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2021 Humanitarian Appeal)  

Appeal Sector 

Requirements Funds available** Funding gap 

 
Funds 

Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over US$ % 

Health 18,247,217 2,998,288 3,444,875 11,804,055 65% 

Nutrition 32,718,475 1,274,415 11,612,943 19,831,117 61% 

Education 19,200,000 0 2,032,824 17,167,176 89% 

WASH 33,000,001 2,055,785 1,529,247 29,414,970 89% 

Child Protection 19,196,691 0 3,070,866 16,125,825 84% 

C4D, Community 
Engagement and 
AAP 

2,021,760 0 0 2,021,760 100% 

Total 124,384,144 6,328,488 21,690,754 96,364,903 77% 

 
 

* As defined in UNICEF Humanitarian Appeal for Children 2021 for a period of 12 months 
**‘Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 
UNICEF humanitarian programmes also benefit from resilience funding generously contributed by multiple different donors.  Such resources help 
UNICEF contribute towards both humanitarian efforts and interventions at the nexus between humanitarian and development action for children. 
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