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Situation Report- Horn of Africa Crisis 
Somalia 

Date: 27 October 2011 
Reporting period: 20-27 October 

Report #15 
HIGHLIGHTS 

� A total of 85,386 households received monthly blanket supplementary food rations benefitting 
approximately 512,316 people, including 102,463 children under five years of age, in Bay, Bakool, 
Hiran, Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle.  

� In total since January, 103,163 severely malnourished children and 178,580 moderately 
malnourished children have been admitted and treated in UNICEF supported nutrition centres. In 
addition, 39,395 HHs (236,370 people) have been admitted into the wet feeding programme to 
date. 

� The mop up measles vaccination campaign in Mogadishu has kicked off on 26 October, targeting 
over 750,000 children aged 6 months to 15 years.  Since July, UNICEF/WHO and partners have 
reached over one million children (6 months to 15 years) with measles vaccinations in Mogadishu 
and Baidoa IDP camps, Gedo, Galgaduud, Mudug, Lower Juba and Hiran regions (out of a 
targeted 2.9 million), while 935,811  children aged 6-59 months received Vitamin A and 190,125 
children aged 12-59 months received deworming tablets. 

� A total of 31,183 children are being reached in 325 Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs) now operational 
in Bay, Bakool, Banadir and Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo 

� UNICEF supported over 1.5 million people to gain access to clean water (including chlorination, 
vouchers, trucking and construction and rehabilitation of water points), while almost 56,000 to gain 
access to sanitation and over 290,000 people to practice good hygiene and household water 
treatment. The global hand washing campaign, which kicked off on 15 October, has reached over 
1.5 million people across the country. 

 

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

� Kenya launched an offensive operation against al Shabaab in Somalia codenamed “Operation 
Linda Nchi” (Operation Protect the Nation) on October 16, 2011. The pretext for the start of the 
operation was a series of kidnappings in northern Kenya: on September 11, a British man was 
killed and his wife kidnapped from a resort in Lamu; on October 1, a French woman was taken 
from her Kenyan home; and on October 13, two Spanish aid workers were kidnapped from 
Dadaab refugee camp. Kenya has complemented this operation with increased security inside of 
the country, including operations in Nairobi’s Eastleigh neighbourhood, the majority of whose 
residents are of Somali origin.  

� The situation in Somalia is increasingly alarming. More than 1.5 million Somalis – one in six of the 
population – have been internally displaced and forced from their homes due to conflict and 
drought. Malnutrition rates among children in Somalia are the worst in the world, and the onset of 
the rainy season intensifies the threat of outbreaks of disease among communities already 
weakened by malnutrition. 
 

Health: 

� With the onset of rains and floods in parts of Somalia, WHO has warned about a possible large 
outbreak of waterborne diseases. Acute watery diarrhoea rumours have been reported from 
Burhakaba and Qansadheere (Bay region), Afmadow (Lower Juba region) and Hiraan IDP camp 
(South Galkayo). 
 

� In Mogadishu, 34 stool samples were collected, including 21 samples of children younger than 
five years. After laboratory testing, 15 samples (44%) tested positive for Vibrio cholera serotype 
’inaba’. About 61% of the positive samples were from patients above the age of five. 

 
� During the first two weeks of October, a total of 2810 cases of AWD (including 856 under five 

years) with 66 related deaths reported for the South Central Zone.  The highest numbers of cases 
were reported in Banadir region with 1377 cases including 925 (49%) children under five years. 
Banadir hospital alone reported for the same period a total 371 cases of AWD/cholera cases, 
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including 246 cases under the age of five with 11 related deaths. Cases are concentrated in 
Banadir and surrounding regions of Middle Shabelle, Lower Shabelle, Bay and Lower Juba. 

 
� During the first two weeks of October 2011, over 906 suspected measles cases (including 711 

under the age of five) and 20 related deaths have been reported in South and Central Somalia 
(mainly in Lower Shabelle and Lower and Middle Juba). 

 
� New unvaccinated populations on the move into Mogadishu and other urban areas pose 

challenges in the control of the measles outbreak.  
 

� During the first two weeks of October 2011, a total of 1206 suspected malaria cases were 
reported in South and Central Somalia, including 706 cases under the age of five and 6 related 
deaths (all under the age of five). 
 

Nutrition/Food Security: 

� According to the latest quarterly brief from FSNAU (25 October 2011- see it here), the nutrition 
situation in southern Somalia remains grim based on findings from the July-August nutrition 
surveys. A repeat of the surveys is currently on-going in all southern regions, including IDPs in 
Afgoye, Mogadishu and Kismayo. The findings of the surveys are expected to be shared in mid-
November. Nutrition surveys will be carried in IDP settlements in the Northwest and the Northeast 
from 25th October and 1st November, respectively. 
 

� Current dynamics in prices of cereals and livestock, purchasing power, livestock trade, 
humanitarian interventions and the start of Deyr season point at a slight improvement in the food 
security situation. Despite this, the situation of the majority of rural, urban and IDP populations is 
still very fragile, particularly in famine-stricken areas, as the scale of humanitarian interventions 
still does not fully meet the existing needs. An estimated 4 million people remain in crisis. 

 
� The cereal prices have reduced in most parts of the southern regions. However, the prices of 

cereals are still significantly elevated; and purchasing power is weak compared to a year ago. The 
off-season harvest collected in Shabelle and Juba regions have contributed to improved local 
cereal availability but the production is only sufficient for about 4 months in riverine population, 
mostly in Lower Shabelle. The cereal stocks are depleted among the large majority of the farmers 
who currently depend on food purchases at elevated prices. Prices are likely to increase in the 
coming two months unless increased supply of relief food mitigates the existing cereal deficit. 

 
� The start of short rainy season prompted Deyr planting activities in southern Somalia. However, 

the activities are not at scale given large population out-migration in the recent months in search 
of humanitarian food in refugee camps either within the country or across its borders (Kenya, 
Ethiopia). The forecasted slowdown in rains in the second half of the rainy season in Gedo and 
Juba regions, will impact the crop performance and yields in these areas. Therefore, the overall 
Deyr production in southern Somalia is likely to be below average. 
 

Rain trends and forecast 

� During the week ending 23rd October, 2011 moderate to heavy rains were recorded in most parts 
of southern and central Somalia. The 7-day cumulative satellite rainfall estimate also indicates 
moderate to heavy rains within the Juba and Shabelle river basins both in Ethiopia and in 
Somalia. 

 
� The rainfall forecast for the coming week is pointing towards increased rainfall activities of 

moderate to heavy rains within the Shabelle and Juba basins both in Ethiopia and Somalia. 
 
� Observed rivers are currently high along the two rivers and the increasing trend is expected to 

continue given the rainfall forecast for the coming week. Due to weak river embankments, there 
remains a moderate risk of flooding during the forecast period along the rivers. 
 

IDPs and flooding:  
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• Many parts of the country (including Bakool, Banadir, Bay, Gedo, Lower Juba and Lower 
Shabelle) continue to experience heavy rains. Over 3,000 households have been reported as 
displaced by the floods. In Lower Juba, the rains have reportedly made roads impassable, and are 
impeding the delivery of humanitarian aid. The floods are likely to affect tens of thousands of 
Somalis who will require further humanitarian assistance, and have increased the risk of water-
borne diseases such as Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD)/cholera, malaria, dengue fever, and 
pneumonia (due to hypothermia).  

 
• Between 1 September and 21October 2011, displacements were mainly recorded in South 

Central with approximately 49,000 out of 56,000 displacements recorded in all three regions. 
26,000 displaced people reported drought as the major cause of displacement in South Central 
followed by insecurity (11,000), forced return (9,200), lack of livelihood (2,900) and clan conflict 
(200). The displacements originated mainly from Bay (13,000), Gedo (8,900), Mogadishu (7,600) 
and L/Shabelle (6, 800) regions. The IDPs moved to Gedo (15,000*), Mogadishu (9,000), 
L/Shabelle (5,700) among other regions. 

 
• According to UNHCR, the number of Somalis crossing into Kenya has decreased, with 100 people 

entering Kenya in the week of 17 to 23 October, a sharp decline from 3,400 people in the previous 
week. UNHCR attributes the reduction to military operations and the onset of the heavy rains at 
the border. In contrast, the number of Somali arrivals in the Ethiopian refugee camps has 
significantly increased, with nearly 5,000 people having crossed in the first half of October. It is 
possible that the security situation along the Kenya-Somalia border may have diverted the 
movements to Ethiopia. 
 

CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 

� The WASH and Health clusters have developed and updated a responsibilities matrix for WASH 
and health agencies for AWD/Cholera Response.  It includes a section on how to report rumours 
of AWD/Cholera and explains the responsibilities of WASH and Health Clusters during 
AWD/Cholera response.  It is designed to streamline the response, for more effective outcomes 
for people affected by AWD.   The WASH Cluster also has an AWD/Cholera Response Plan for 
consistent technical response (available here) http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/WASH.  The 
Health Cluster has also initiated an AWD/Cholera Task force, which will monitor how 
responsibilities are met, and take necessary action as required.    
 

� As of 25 October, Somalia’s CAP is $1 billion up from $983 million reported in September, 
following an increase in funding requirements for shelter and WASH. The CAP is currently 78 per 
cent funded. Real-time data on CAP funding levels is available here. 
 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
HEALTH: 

� The mop up measles vaccination campaign to cover 16 districts of Mogadishu has kicked off in 8 
districts of Mogadishu on 26 October, targeting 750,000 children aged 6 months to 15 years.  
  

� Since July, UNICEF/WHO and partners have reached over one million children (6 months to 15 
years) with measles vaccinations in Mogadishu and Baidoa IDP camps, Gedo, Galgaduud, 
Mudug, Lower Juba and Hiran regions (out of a targeted 2.9 million), while 935,811  children aged 
6-59 months received Vitamin A and 190,125 children aged 12-59 months received deworming 
tablets. 
 

� As part of the AWD/Cholera preparedness and response in southern Somalia a training on 
AWD/Cholera Case management, prevention and control that was held in Mogadishu from 19th to 
26th Oct 2011. A total of 100 health care providers working in hospitals and MCHs in Benadir and 
Lower Shabeelle benefited. Preparations are on-going to offer similar training for health care 
providers from Bay and Bakool. 
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NUTRITION:  
� Blanket supplementary feeding: Since the start of the programme, a total of 85,386 households 

received monthly blanket supplementary food rations benefitting approximately 512,316 people, 
including 102,463 children under five years of age, in Bay, Bakool, Hiran, Middle Juba and Lower 
Shabelle. In addition, 39,395 HHs (236,370 people) have been admitted into the wet feeding 
programme to date. 

� Additional partner reports for July, August and September indicate that a total of 47,463 severely 
malnourished children were admitted at OTP/SC across the country while 75,412 moderately 
malnourished children were admitted at TSFP centres during the three months.  

� In total since January, 111,089 severely malnourished children and 178,580 moderately 
malnourished children have been admitted and treated in UNICEF supported nutrition centres. 
 

WASH: 
� During the week a total of 166,760 people gained access to water. This includes:  7,995 people 

who have benefited from construction/rehabilitation of 13 water sources (4 new berkards and 9 
rehabilitated shallow wells) across Hiran, Banadir and Lower Shabelle; 6,500 people in Luuq 
district benefitted from water vouchering; and approximately, 152,265 people have gained access 
to safe water through the chlorination and support for operations of system in Juba, Gedo, Bakool 
and Hiraan. A further 32,394 people have been supported with household water treatment support 
in Bakool and Gedo.  
 

� In addition to those newly gaining access, sustained access to safe water continues to be 
provided for 600,000 people along the Afgooye corridor in Banadir and Mogadishu through 
chlorination of water supply systems.   
 

� Regarding sanitation and hygiene, in 85 institutional and household latrines have been 
constructed benefiting 3,563 people in Gedo and Banadir.  For hygiene promotion 120 people 
were trained as hygiene promoters in Banadir, 500 people benefitted from the distribution of kits 
and 41,762 in Gedo received information/education on proper hygiene practices. 
 

� The global hand washing campaign, which kicked off on 15 October has reached over 1.5 million 
people across the country through various local institutions (i.e. nutrition centres, health facilities, 
schools, madrasas, wet feeding centres and IDP camps) as well as media sources (i.e. radio, 
newspapers). On top of providing hygiene and sanitation messages, the campaign included hand 
washing demonstrations and life-saving messages on cholera and AWD prevention, as well as 
distribution of essential supplies (such as soap, buckets and aqua tabs). 
 

EDUCATION: 
� A total of 368,623 children, including 165,527 girls, are now enrolled in 1,674 UNICEF-supported 

schools in Central and Southern Somalia. Although girls make up 45% of enrolment in all 
UNICEF-supported schools strong overall figures mask a number of regional disparities. In 
Banadir and Lower Shabelle, enrolment in UNICEF-supported schools is approximately 50% 
female. In Bay and Bakool, however, girls comprise only 34% of enrolment, and in Lower Juba, 
the same figure is just 29%.  
 

� A major consignment of Education supplies was shipped from Mombasa on 24 October and is 
expected to arrive in Mogadishu in the next week, to benefit 30,000 children in UNICEF-supported 
schools. The consignment included 250 kits for children in grades 1 and 2 as well as 500 kits for 
children in grades 3 and 4. Each kit contains materials for children to use in the classroom, such 
as slates, pencils, exercise books and rulers.  
 

� UNICEF Education partners this week established 34 new classrooms with WASH facilities, 
including 22 classrooms in 11 IDP camps in Mogadishu that will benefit 1,879 children and 12 
classrooms in Middle Shabelle that will benefit over 1,100 children. Partners also established 11 
new Community Education Committees (CECs) in Lower Shabelle, conducted enrolment 
campaigns in 44 IDP areas of Banadir, and distributed 4,950 textbooks to 9 IDP schools in 
Mogadishu.  
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CHILD PROTECTION   
� On 24-25 October,  35 Child Protection Advocates (CPA's) working in Bay, Bakool, Gedo, Hiran, 

Lower Juba, Middle Juba, Lower Shabelle and Banadir regions were trained in Mogadishu on 
monitoring and reporting on grave child rights violations as part of the implementation of the MRM 
programme in Somalia and capacity development in this area.   
 

� A total of 31,183 children (including 13,257 girls and 17,926 boys) are being reached in 325 Child 
Friendly Spaces (CFSs) with essential education, protection and recreational services and life-
saving messages in a protective environment. All CFS are providing food support (vouchers, 
rations, or meals provided on-site) and WASH facilities and are operational in Bay, Bakool, 
Banadir and Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo. Community consultations are underway for 
the construction of a further 4 CFS in Banadir.  
 

� Through CFSs 85 unaccompanied children and 202 separated children were registered. Psycho 
social support and referral to basic services were provided to the unaccompanied and separated 
children and efforts for reunification of children to their families are ongoing. 

OPERATIONAL ISSUES 

� Since July 1 UNICEF has transported a total of 10,278 Mt. to Somalia, through 122 chartered 
flights, 9 vessels and 90 trucks. 

� Insecurity at the border area with Kenya has impacted the Mandera border crossing which 
(according to the Logistics cluster) now requires organisations to observe strict four-step 
procedures 

� Mombasa Port is facing increased waiting times due to persistent wet weather conditions. Some 
vessels are not able to berth due to the consequent loading/discharging delays. Berthing times 
vary depending on the time of arrival and vessel size. 

� The Logistics Cluster now has a regular shipping service through the time-chartered vessel, which 
has a capacity of 5,500 metric tons. This vessel will now be operating on a regular schedule twice 
a month, and made its first voyage on 26 October. Meanwhile, the WFP-chartered vessel this 
week transported 1,100 m³ of humanitarian aid from Mombasa to Mogadishu, including WASH 
and shelter relief items for four organizations. Discharge of the cargo is currently underway at the 
Port.  

 
MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION 

� A press release is being prepared on the 100 days response following the famine declaration. Key 
messages, facts and response facts are being prepared 

 
FUNDING  
Table 1: Funds Received against Appeal as of 25 October 
 
 

Appeal Sector 2011 Requirements 

Unfunded 

 
Percentage Amount 

 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) 

32,565,000 5,619,573 17% 

Health 31,763,926 -- -- 

Nutrition 129,571,663 6,458,914 5% 

Education 27,072,186 8,851,531 33% 

Protection 10,201,617 4,319,646 42% 

Shelter 9,854,301 552,422 6% 
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Cluster coordination 1,410,000 1,119,497 79% 

Cash Based Response 45,000,000 18,076,952 40% 

Total 287,438,693 40,394,540 14% 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Sikander Khan 
Representative  
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-722-514569 
Email:  
sikhan@unicef.org 

Hannan Sulieman 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-724-55656 
Email: 
hsulieman@unicef.org 

Iman Morooka 
Communication Officer 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-705 188 134 
Email:  
sbloemen@unicef.org 

Clelia Barbadoro 
Info Management Officer 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile:  
+254-701 030 565 
Email: 
cbarbadoro@unicef.org 

 
 


