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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 
Political/civil insecurity: Last week’s suicide attack in Mogadishu - which killed at least 82 people has resulted 
in mass demonstrations in the capital over the week-end, the most notable being in Konis stadium, during 
which a number of TFG officials, including president Sharif and prime minister Abdiweli addressed the crowd, 
denouncing Al Shabaab.  
 

Health1 
 

The second cholera transmission season is on-going with the beginning of the rainy season. This represents a 
high risk for transmission of waterborne diseases, such as AWD, as communities tend to use contaminated 
water for domestic use. 
 
Even though routine reporting from health facilities shows a slight decline in measles trends, reports from 
other sources point to a potential increase. Over 900 cases of clinically diagnosed measles have been 
reported among IDPs relocated from Baidoa to Qansadheere district, Bay region. It is estimated that there are 
now about 7,000 to 8,000 suspected measles cases in all of south and central Somalia. 
 

Nutrition and food security2  
 
Harvesting of the 2011 main season cereal crops has concluded in Somalia. Production estimates of 2011 gu 
season crops in Somalia point to 36,000 tonnes of maize and sorghum, the lowest level since 1995 and only 
about a quarter of post-war average output. Despite a recent decline in prices, due to the arrival on markets of 
the recently harvested gu season crops and the relative increase in food aid distribution, the price of cereals in 
Mogadishu, Baidoa and Marka markets remains higher than a year earlier. 
 
Outlook Oct-Dec 2011 and 2012: Famine is considered likely by December 2011 in agropastoral and riverine 
areas of Gedo and Juba, and the agropastoral areas of Middle Shabelle and Hiran. Post Gu assessment 
indicated significantly below average crop production, of about 26 percent of the 1995-2010 Gu season 
average in the South. The off-season crops which are being harvested in southern Somalia will not be 
sufficient to offset the Gu harvest losses. Currently, local cereal supply in the South is only 12 percent of the 
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Highlights  

• Increased insecurity continues to curtail the delivery of humanitarian assistance. On 10 October, 
fighting broke out between the Al Shabaab and the TFG/AMISOM forces in Mogadishu. 

• The measles immunization campaigns have reached more than one million children since July, out of a 
targeted 2.9 million children to be reached by December 2012. With the current access restrictions, 
UNICEF predicts it will be very difficult to reach these remaining children. 

• The rains have started and are an added factor which will delay supply movement. Many displaced 
people in Mogadishu’s IDP camps are facing appalling living conditions after torrential rains which 
started during the week poured into parts of the country’s south, with reports on worsening 
hygiene/sanitation conditions and potential risks for disease outbreaks.  

• A total of 73,732 households received monthly blanket supplementary food rations benefitting 
approximately 442,392 people, including 88,478 children under five years of age, in Bay, Bakool, Hiran, 
Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle. In addition, 35,811 HHs (214,866 people) have been admitted into 
the wet feeding programme to date. 
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domestic requirement. Therefore, persisting food shortages in the context of limited humanitarian food 
assistance may cause further spiralling in prices before the end of the year. 
 
Deyr rainy season is projected to be average, which will improve pasture and water with a positive impact on 
the situation in the pastoral areas. Therefore, the outcome of the secondary season harvest is also projected 
to be average. However, the Deyr harvest only provides 35 percent of the annual production in the South, 
which will not be sufficient to sustain farming livelihoods till the next Gu 2012 harvest. Therefore, the number 
of people in crisis will remain high in the coming year. If La-Nina forecast is confirmed in 2012 this will have 
devastating effects on the Somali population. Therefore, large scale life saving and livelihood interventions will 
be needed in 2012. Focus on resilience in 2012 is essential to prevent this type of disaster occurring again 
and to reduce the vulnerabilities of the Somali people. 
 
Cereal prices increased in the first half of the year in all markets of southern Somalia reaching an all time high 
levels. Although the prices exhibited some decline in the post-harvest months, they are likely to pick up again 
before the end of the year as the supply of local cereals is extremely low while the Deyr 2010/2011 harvest is 
not expected till January. 
 
An estimated 450,000 Somali children are acutely malnourished, while 190,000 are severely malnourished. 
These translate into 30 and 13 percent of a total of 1.5 million Somalis, respectively. The findings show 
massive deterioration since the Deyr 2010/11 in which 241,000 children were estimated to be malnourished, 
and reflect an 88 percent increase in the cases. Compared to the 57,000 cases of severe acute malnutrition in 
the Deyr 2010/11, there is a 233% increase to 190,000 in the Gu 2011. The south is worst hit and currently 
hosts 336,000 (or 74%) of all the malnourished children, 160,800 of whom are severely malnourished. Current 
survey findings indicate a very critical nutrition situation, with global acute malnutrition rates above 30 per cent 
in all of south, except for the riverine livelihood zones of Middle Shabelle and Hiran, and pastoralists of Hiran 
and Gedo Regions.  
 
In the north, there is also considerable nutritional decline in most rural livelihoods and IDPs settlements since 
the Deyr 2010/11, though the levels remain below the famine thresholds. 
 

Shelter/IDP 
 
The rains have started and are worsening the already dire conditions faced by the most vulnerable people in 
Somalia. The situation in the IDP settlements in Mogadishu is deteriorating as heavy rains have caused flush 
floods within camps and have already reportedly caused the death of two children and one pregnant woman in 
Sigale camp. Partner reports reveal that parts of Sigale were submerged with rain water and that close to 400 
HH were displaced from their temporary shelters. The worsening hygiene and sanitation conditions indicate a 
high likelihood of outbreak of diseases. 
 
Increased numbers of Somali refugees have been 
reportedly crossing the border into Ethiopia. As of 8 
October, the Dollo Ado refugee complex recorded 
2,985 new arrivals registered since the beginning of 
October. 
 
During the period 1 July to 07 October, total 
displacements within Somalia amounted to 142,000 
people, including total displacements from South 
Central amounting to 130,000 people. Of these, 
100,000 displaced people reported drought as the 
major cause of displacement in South Central 
followed by insecurity (15,000), relocation (4,500), 
lack of livelihood (4,200) and forced return (3,600). 
The displacements originated mainly from Bay 
(35,000), Shabelle Hoose (27,200), Mogadishu 
(20,000) and Gedo (19, 000) regions. The IDPs 
moved to Mogadishu (45,000), Gedo (30,000), 
Shabelle Hoose (16,000) among other regions. 
 

Picture received from UNICEF partner reporting on the 
deplorable conditions of IDPs in settlements around 
Mogadishu, following the heavy rains that hit this week. 
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There are serious concerns about the impact of renewed fighting between insurgent groups in southern 
Somalia on IDPs. In particular, the escalation in violence around the town of Dobley near the border with 
Kenya is reportedly worsening the humanitarian situation of IDPs, with the fighting hindering the movement of 
people who are using Dobley as a transit point from which to seek refuge in Kenya. 
 

Inter-Agency Collaboration and Key Partnerships 

 
The 2012 Consolidated Appeal Process is on-going and all clusters have submitted their proposals. Three 
zonal workshops and one consultative workshop were conducted with outcomes including 3 scenarios and 4 
Strategic Priorities, namely: Life-saving assistance to reduce mortality; Protection and restoration of 
livelihoods; Minimum package of services to vulnerable populations (IDPs); Protection and equal access to 
humanitarian services. There are 10 Cluster response plans, with 700 projects, for total of $1.7 billion (original 
CAP 2011: $530 million; revised: $983 million).  
 
The majority of funding has been requested for Agriculture and Livelihoods, Food Assistance, and Nutrition 
clusters. 
 

 

Programme response  
 

Education 
• During the week, Education partners completed construction of 24 temporary classrooms in 12 IDP camps 

in Mogadishu.  Eighteen of these classrooms are operational and have enrolled a total of 2,056 children, 
including 1,022 girls. The new classrooms will help alleviate overcrowding in schools in the capital, where 
major population influxes have led to increased demand for educational services. Education partners also 
established 10 new classrooms in Middle Shabelle benefiting approximately 1,900 children; trained 126 
Community Education Committee members (including 56 women) at 16 IDP schools in the Afgoye 
Corridor on school management and community outreach to mobilise families to send their children to 
school.  

• A series of Back to School radio messages, which have been aired throughout the south of Somalia since 
schools re-opened in early September, are also reinforcing partner efforts to support the current enrolment 
rates of over 320,000 children (48% girls).  

• UNICEF ordered an additional 198 replenishment school-in-a-box kits this week to benefit a total of 
15,840 children in 198 schools across the south, in addition to the kits already in transit for 1,500 schools 
for 300,000 learners.  The replenishment kits include items such as slates, pencils and exercise books 
and will support the ongoing drive to ensure that more than 300,000 children in CSZ have access to 
essential learning materials.  

• UNICEF is also working to finalize plans for additional hygiene promoters to deliver life-saving messages 
throughout schools in the south. The hygiene promoters will train teachers and students on issues such as 
handwashing and AWD prevention - an essential intervention as the rainy season has started and the risk 
of water-borne diseases increases. 

 
Nutrition 
• UNICEF continues to provide monthly household food rations through blanket supplementary feeding and 

hot cooked meals through wet feeding to enhance access to food for the most vulnerable populations. The 
wet feeding centre in Dobley is still suspended following the AWD outbreak and increased security 
concerns in the area. 

• Blanket supplementary feeding: During the week, 9,928 HH received a monthly food ration, bringing the 
total number of households receiving monthly food rations since the beginning of the programme in 
August to 73,732 HH, benefitting approximately 442,392 people, including 88,478 children under 5 years 
of age, in Bay, Bakool, Hiran, Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle. 

• Wet feeding programme - During the week, about 1,806 HH were newly admitted to the wet feeding 
programmes in Gedo and Lower Juba regions. In total since the beginning of the programme 35,811 HHs 
(214,866 people) have been admitted into the programme. 

• Additional partner reports for July, August and September indicate that during this period, a total of 30,615 
severely malnourished children were admitted at OTP/SC across the country while 53,167 moderately 
malnourished children were admitted at TSFP centres.  
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In total since January, 92,096 severely malnourished children have been treated at OTP/SC centres, while 
since January a total of 147,116 moderately malnourished children have been admitted to targeted 
supplementary feeding programmes. 

 
Health 
• Over one million children aged 6 months to 15 years have 

been vaccinated against measles in Mogadishu and 
Baidoa IDP camps, Gedo, Galgaduud, Mudug, Lower Juba 
and Hiran regions, while 925,499  children aged 6-59 
months received Vitamin A and 186,857 children aged 12-
59 months received deworming tablets. A total of 178,958 
women of child bearing age (WCBA) were vaccinated 
against Tetanus Toxoid (TT) and 452,090 children aged 0-
59 months were vaccinated against Polio. Services are 
being delivered through a combination of Child Health 
Days (CHD) and Measles Plus campaigns, depending on 
the location. Additional mop-up immunizations for 
Mogadishu are being planned  

• In addition, for the first time in over two years, mass 
vaccination activities have been completed in the Lower 
Juba district of Afmadow. A total of 20,131 children aged 6 
months to 15 years were reached with measles vaccination as well as 8,513 children (aged 6-59 months) 
reached with Vit A and 5,067 children (aged 12-59 months) with de-worming supplmentation. In 
addition,over 9,000 women (15-49 years of age) received TT vaccination and 8,513 ORS sachets and 
8,513 aquatabs were distributed. 

• Health Kits, including drugs and equipment for 176 MCH and 300 HPs, are en route to Somalia and 
dispatch to partners will be completed over the coming weeks.  

• Since July, a total of 39,500 families have received two Insecticides Treated bed Nets (79,000 ITNs 
distributed) for malaria prevention across the south. Since January almost 93,000 families have already 
received two ITNs across the south (185,550 nets distributed).  

 
WASH 
• During the week a total of 180,897 people newly gained 

access to water. This includes: 22,687 people who 
benefited from construction/rehabilitation of 41 water 
sources (9 new berkads and 32 rehabilitated shallow 
wells) across Middle Shabelle, Bay, Eastern Hiran, 
Benadir and the Juba Regions; 141,035 people who 
gained access to safe water through the chlorination in 
Bay, Middle Shabelle, Juba, Gedo and Eastern Hiran; 
12,225 people who benefitted from trucking of water; 4,950 
from household water treatment and safe storage. In 
addition to those newly gaining access, sustained access 
to safe water continues to be provided for over 600,000 
people along the Afgooye corridor in Benadir and 
Mogadishu through chlorination of water supply systems.   

• Regarding sanitation and hygiene, 30 emergency latrines 
have been constructed benefiting 900 people in Benadir. 
Hygiene Promotion has newly touched 7,610 people in Gedo, Juba, and Eastern Hiran and through an on-
going campaign, 600,000 continue to be reached in Benadir and Mogadishu via radio spots and SMSs.   

 

Child Protection 
• Joint Education-Protection Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) initiative: A total of 280 CFSs are now operational 

in Bay, Bakool, Banadir and Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba and Gedo, reaching a total of 28,259 children. 
Through the CFS, children affected by diarrhoea, measles and other health related cases were identified 
and referred to appropriate health services. In Baidoa 28 children affected by measles were referred to 
Baiodoa MCH. Hygiene and sanitation awareness programmes were conducted in CFSs in Beletwein.  

• A total of 322 Separated and Unaccompanied children have been identified.  Most cases have been 
identified in the border areas of Dobley/Lower Juba and Gedo regions. Separated children mainly live with 

Measles plus vaccination campaign conducted in 
Afmadow district (Lower Juba) for the first time in 
over two years reached many children and women 
with critical measles, Vitamin A, de-worming, 
aquatabs and ORS. 

Well rehabilitation by a UNICEF partner in 
MIddle Shabelle 
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relatives or families within host communities. In the coming weeks the focus will be on developing family 
based and community based reunification options.  

• Mine Risk Awareness community mobilisation was conducted in IDP camps in Banadir region, benefiting 
368 children (of which 160 were girls) and 275 adults.  

• UNICEF supported various workshops on preventing recruitment of children and release and reintegration 
of children associated with armed group in Galgaduud and Banadir regions. The workshops benefited 
over 100 participants.  

• 40 child soldiers were registered into UNICEF’s reintegration programme for alternative livelihood, 
education and family reintegration support. 

 
Supply and Logistics 
 
• During the week a total of 640 Mt have been transported into Somalia, through 12 flights (420 Mt) and 7 

trucks (220Mt). 
• From July 1, UNICEF has transported a total of 8,275 MT of supplies to southern Somalia; through 90 

trucks by Road (2,300 Mt), 100 flights by air (2,175 Mt) and 7 shipments by sea (3,800 Mt). 
• Warehousing capacity in Mogadishu continues to be a challenge, with very limited space and increasing 

number of agencies needing storage space. Challenges still remain in terms of access clearance inside 
Somalia as well as customs regulations, repacking of goods in transit, breaking cargoes and berthing 
space in Kenya.  

• To speed up supply movements UNICEF continues to, as much as possible, deliver supplies directly to 
partners for distribution to project sites, trying to avoid long storage times.   

 

 
Human Resources  
 
• As of 13 October, 45 external surge staff are on the ground, 5 positions are filled with staff not yet on the 

ground, 5 have been identified pending acceptance of offer and 12 are vacant. A total of 24 missions were 
completed while 13 deployments were cancelled for a total 104 external surge staff missions. 

 

 
Media and communication  
 
• Through a Humanitarian Reporting Skills Workshop UNICEF trained 29 Somali journalists with the aim to 

increase their capacity to report on humanitarian issues, and to learn multi-media (photography and video) 
skills. UNICEF will now work with these journalists to commission human interest stories from the field, 
articles and communication material. The workshop was conducted in Somaliland, and was successful. 

• A press release (“massive push to protect populations from malaria in somalia’s south central regions”) 
was issued jointly between UNICEF and Global Fund.  

• The CAP launch is provisionally scheduled for 7th of December.  
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Funding  
 
Funds Received against Appeal as of 12 October 
2011 

Appeal Sector 2011 Requirements Funds 
Received* 

(US$) 

Unmet requirements 
(US$) 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) 32,565,000 24,845,432 7,719,568 

Health 31,763,926 36,367,966 -4,604,040 

Nutrition 129,571,663 116,962,226 12,609,437 

Education 27,072,186 18,220,655 8,851,531 

Protection  10,201,617 4,831,971 5,369,646 

Shelter 9,854,301 4,824,169 5,030,132 

Cluster coordination 1,410,000 290,503 1,119,497 

Cash Based Response 45,000,000 26,923,048 18,076,952 

Total 
287,438,693 233,265,970 54,172,723 

 

For further information, please contact: 
 
Sikander Khan 
Representative  
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-722-514569 
Email:  
sikhan@unicef.org 

Hannan Sulieman 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-724-55656 
Email: 
hsulieman@unicef.org 

Shantha Bloemen 
a.i. Chief Communication 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile Phone:   
+254-705 188 134 
Email:  
sbloemen@unicef.org 

Clelia Barbadoro 
Info Management Officer 
UNICEF Somalia 
Mobile:  
+254-701 030 565 
Email: 
cbarbadoro@unicef.org 
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