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Situation Overview1  
To date, a total of 1,542 people in Sierra Leone have tested positive 
for COVID-19 and 62 people have died. This represents a case fatality 
rate (CFR) of 4.0%. CFR is highest at 22% amongst cases 60 years old 
and above. Health care workers account for 10.2% of all positive 
cases. Male to female ratio of cases is roughly 1:1 whereas 58.1% of 
deaths are amongst males.  
 
The COVID-19 population incidence is 19.1 cases per 100,000 with 
cases now present in all 16 districts across the country. Western Area 
districts make up 62.6% of all cases. Other districts with a significant 
rate of cases per population are Bo, Bonthe and Kenema. 
 
In all, 12,685 tests have been performed to date; 8,817 contacts have been traced; and 1,531 people are currently in 
quarantine (both institutional and self-quarantine). 
 
The President of Sierra Leone, H.E. Julius Maada Bio, has lifted the ban on inter-district travel for a period of two weeks. 
Social distancing, ban on large gatherings, use of face masks and presence of hand-washing stations in all businesses 
remain in effect. Meanwhile, the Government has announced the re-opening of schools from 1st July.  
 
 UNICEF Highlights  
 UNICEF continues to assist the Directorate of Primary Health Care (DPHC) to develop and plan a nation-wide training 

programme on continuity of services during the COVID crisis for community health workers and peripheral health 
unit (PHU) staff; 

 Altogether, 86 water points have now been repaired and now over 43,000 children, women and men, have access 
to safe water where previously they did not; 

 UNICEF has scaled up support to 59 community and six national radios with weekly interactive radio programmes 
to help increase community local leader voices as part of the COVID-19 response; 

 Trainings for 320 frontline personnel on psycho-social support and child protection case management to vulnerable 
children in quarantine, isolation, and treatment facilities has commenced under the recently approved PSS strategic 
framework and workplan;  

 8,812 households of informal workers in urban areas have been reached with a social assistance transfers; and  
 Nearly 10,000 Principle teachers were engaged on exam timings when schools resume operations in July.  

 
1 Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) COVID-19 situation report (sitrep) no. 97, 5th July, 3pm.  
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UNICEF’s COVID-19 Response  
 
Health, Nutrition and HIV  
Sustaining access and demand for quality essential health and nutrition services during the COVID-19 pandemic is critical 
to protect the gains made over the past years in reducing maternal and child mortality in Sierra Leone. The Ministry of 
Health and Sanitation (MoHS) has identified Community Health Workers (CHWs) as a key player in sustaining essential 
services through delivering community-based care and engaging communities to gain their trust and ownership in the 
health system. Following the finalization of the interim guidance note on CHW programming in the context of COVID-
19, UNICEF continued to assist the Directorate of Primary Health Care (DPHC) in developing and planning the training 
programme for CHWs and peripheral health unit (PHU) staff who supervise CHWs. The training will be rolled out 
nationwide in July 2020. Meanwhile UNICEF’s advocacy efforts led to the donation of some infection prevention control 
(IPC) and personal protective equipment (PPE) supplies for CHWs from an international Non-Governmental 
Organization, which will contribute to the safety of CHWs and communities.  
   
As an active member of the Food Assistance and Nutrition (FAN) Pillar and co-chair of its Nutrition Cluster, UNICEF has 
supported: i) the development of a national plan for rapid nutritional assessment which will integrate the intensified 
efforts to sustain the delivery of essential nutrition services particularly Vitamin A supplementation and deworming for 
children under 5; and ii) Finalisation of the jingles to support, protect and promote maternal infant and young child 
nutrition (MIYCN) in COVID-19. Printing of information, education and communication (IEC) materials, including 2,500 
brochures on breastfeeding in COVID-19; 2,500 on complementary feeding in COVID-19; and 1,500 posters on 
breastfeeding in COVID-19, is also in progress. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  
UNICEF has provided 1,762 veronica buckets (20L with lid and tap) to support handwashing during the long-lasting 
insecticide-treated net (LLIN) campaign across the country.  The Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR) completed the 
repair of an additional 22 community water points in Western Area during the reporting period with support from 
UNICEF. In cumulative total, 86 water points have now been repaired and now over 43,000 children, women and men, 
have access to safe water where previously they did not. In addition, UNICEF has completed a WASH needs assessment 
of 30 PHUs across six districts. 
 
Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
In a bid to increase community and local leader voices on COVID-19, UNICEF has scaled up support to 59 community 
and six national radios with weekly interactive radio programmes coordinated by district heath teams. Outreach in 
communities was complemented with deployment of community mobilizers in the registration teams for bed-net 
distribution in Western Area, along with continued support to imams and pastors of the Inter-Religious Council of Sierra 
Leone (IRCSL) and  district and chiefdom coordinators formed under Heath For All Coalition – a UNICEF partner -- 
working in communities for integration of COVID-19 in community planning and activities. Technical and financial 
support was provided to the national response for the training of district risk communication and social mobilization 
focal points, including for the development of district RCCE plans, in alignment with the national Risk Communication 
and Social Mobilization Strategy. 
 
Education 
The Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education (MBSSE) announced partial school reopening effective 
1st July. To ensure the safety of pupils, teachers and their communities, guidelines were dissemeninated 
which addressed measures to prevent the spread of the COVID-19. UNICEF supported the development of 
these guidelines and has also worked with the MBSSE and the Teacher Service Commission (TSC) to provide 
learning materials in support of the parital school reopening.  
 
UNICEF is working with the Ministry and education partners to monitor safe school protocols at the district 
level and is supporting a Training of Trainers (ToT) on the safe school protocols for approximately 900 trainiers.  
UNICEF is in the process of procuring 2,400 handwashing stations to  be distributed to 1,200 schools across 
the country over the coming weeks.  
 
Child Protection 
The implementation of the strategic framework and workplan of the Psychosocial (PSS) Pillar has commenced. Trainings 
for 320 frontline personnel on PSS and child protection case management and information management and provision 



  
 

of support to vulnerable children in quarantine, isolation, and treatment facilities has been initiated in all 16 districts 
and will continue in the following two weeks.  
 
UNICEF, together with the National Secretariat for the Reduction of Teenage Pregnancy (NSRTP) finalized IEC materials 
and a guide with key messages on Gender Based Violence (GBV) prevention and response and combating harmful 
practices such as child marriage. The above guide was endorsed by the Ministry of Gender and Children’s Affairs 
(MoGCA).  
 
Further advocacy was conducted on the release and protection of children in the juvenile justice system including in 
pre-trial custody and/or held in remand homes or in approved schools. As a result of this activity, three children were 
released from a remand home in Bo district and family reunification was conducted together with child protection 
partners. UNICEF is following up on cases of children in conflict with the law currently living in the Freetown Remand 
Home for consideration of further release. 
 
Social Protection 
Targeting for the emergency cash transfer programme aimed at households of informal workers in urban areas was 
completed in four out of five target cities. An estimated 8,812 households have been reached with a transfer to date. 
The process of validation and verification of pre-lists has proven challenging. Targeting for the national Social Safety Net 
Programme expansion, which is a key vehicle for COVID response, has been initiated and is ongoing.  
 
Data collection has begun for the first round of the telephone survey measuring socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on 
households. The data collection is expected to be completed within two weeks and will provide data on households’ 
access to social services such as health and water, children’s education and families’ livelihood situation.  
  
Evaluation 
A first meeting with NaMED was held to discuss the planned evaluation of national COVID-19 response. The evaluation 
will be implemented by NaMED and UNICEF, with support from UNICEF’s Regional Office, and will have a strong focus 
on organizational learning. The evaluation process is expected to last six months and will incorporate information from 
a range of ongoing national monitoring processes. 
 
Innovation  
The use of mobile based interventions continues to be a key support to the COVID-19 response. Over the reporting 
period, multiple mobile interventions were supported including support to the reopening of schools via the EduTrac 
platform; nearly 10,000 Principle teachers were engaged on how to best structure the opening times for exam classes 
and feedback was shared within the MBSSE to support their decision making. 
 
U-Report Sierra Leone supported the Long-Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLIN) mass distribution campaign across the 
country, driving up knowledge and demand, as well as collecting information on the quality of the service delivery. 
  
At the National COVID-19 Response Emergency Operations Centre, UNICEF Sierra Leone continues to provide data 
analytics support in support of decision making.  Specifically, analysis of the Electronic Pass system for curfew and travel 
management was conducted, as well as a deep dive on the usage of the 436/*GOV# SMS and USSD COVID self-check 
platform. 
 

 



  
 

 
 
Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 
The largest ever nationwide malaria campaign involving the distribution of 4.6 LLINs, which the MoHS implemented 
with support from UNICEF, Global Fund, the US Government and other partners, was recently completed. In light of 
COVID-19 emergency, the campaign was organized in two phases, starting with 14 districts less affected by COVID-19. 
The second phase covering the remaining two districts – Western Area Urban and Rural, the COVID-19 epicentre – ran 
from 19th through 28th June. Like the first phase, COVID-19 sensitisation and social mobilisation activities to improve 
accurate knowledge on its prevention and containment was integrated into the malaria control messages. In order to 
ensure public safety, UNICEF distributed additional 268 veronica buckets for handwashing stations to cover the 
increased number of distribution points in Western Area Urban.  
 
With a view to sustaining access and demand for quality essential health and nutrition services amidst COVID-19 
emergency, UNICEF is supporting sensitization through community radio programmes and jingles to promote routine 
Vitamin A supplementation amongst others. UNICEF is furthermore safeguarding supply and logistics chains to ensure 
uninterrupted supply of essential life-saving commodities. During the reporting period, the MoHS completed the last 
mile distribution of malaria, TB, and HIV commodities to all health facilities across the country with support from UNICEF. 
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
UNICEF attends national coordination through the Public Health National Emergency Operations Centre (PHNEOC) and 
district level coordination through the District Emergency Operations Centres (DEOCs).  
 
UNICEF is the Co-Chair of the Nutrition Cluster in the COVID-19 response. The Nutrition Cluster provides leadership and 
systematic coordination for timely response to nutritional emergencies in the country through operational planning, 
preparedness, response and monitoring mechanism. The Nutrition Cluster is one of the three clusters of the FAN Pillar, 
of which UNICEF is an active member. Together with WHO and UNFPA, UNICEF advocated with MoHS for much needed 
attention to ensure continuation of essential health and nutrition service delivery, which led to the creation of ‘Non-
COVID service’ sub-group as part of Case Management pillar within EOC. As UNICEF procures the majority of COVID-19 
supplies on behalf of the Government, including PPE, IPC, drugs, oxygen delivery and other medical equipment and 
commodities, as well as non-COVID health and nutrition supplies such as vaccines, nutrition therapeutic supplies, and 
the country’s Free Health Care (FHC) drugs, UNICEF provides significant support to the Medical Logistics pillar within 
the EOC in terms of supply forecasting, technical advice for specification, coordination, and resource mobilisation. 
Furthermore, UNICEF’s Procurement and Supply Logistics Chief has recently been appointed as the COVID-19 Supply 
Coordinator for the country.  
 
UNICEF co-chairs the WASH pillar at the national and district levels with the MoHS and MoWR.  The recent WASH pillar 
meeting on 25th June was attended by 30 international and national NGOs. Four Ministers from Ministry of Planning and 



  
 

Economic Development (MoPED), MoWR, MoHS and MBSSE attended the coordination meeting and highlighted the 
priority to provide water to PHUs and schools. 
 
UNICEF continues to support the national Risk Communication and Social Mobilization pillar, providing technical 
assistance in the harmonization of messages, planning of the COVID-19 campaign, engaging the media on reporting on 
COVID-19 and exploring mechanisms and tools to strengthen monitoring and reporting.  
 
As co-Lead for the MBSSE Media and Communications Pillar, UNICEF also continues to support the implementation of 
a National Education Communication response plan which focuses on transmission prevention behaviour; promotion 
of radio teaching programmes and continuity of education; and the protection of children and girls following school 
closures. The implementation of the strategic framework and workplan of the Psychosocial (PSS) Pillar has commenced. 
Trainings for 320 frontline personnel on PSS and child protection case management and information management and 
provision of support to vulnerable children in quarantine, isolation, and treatment facilities has been initiated in all 16 
districts and will continue in the following two weeks.  
 
UNICEF works with the Ministry of Social Welfare (MSW) in providing technical assistance for activities within the PSS 
Pillar as the co-chair. UNICEF also continues to help coordinate integrated GBV interventions across the MoGCA, MBSSE 
and the NSRTP.  
 
Finally, UNICEF continues to actively participate in the Quick Action Economic Recovery Plan (QAERP) Social Protection 
Pillar, providing technical input and advocating for child sensitive social protection responses.  
 

Supply and Logistics 
Fast tracked funding for procurement of initial COVID related supplies valued at approximately US$2 million was made 
available by the World Bank. The UK Department of International Development (DFID) also provided funds to replace 
Free Health Care products that were issued to treatment centres at the onset of the emergency as well as to increase 
the supply of essential heath products in the supply chain. UNICEF in collaboration with the COVID-19 National Logistics 
Pillar reviewed the forecasted supply needs, and orders were placed for miscellaneous medicines, medical devices and 
equipment.  
 
Three shipments comprising 18 items have been shipped from the UNICEF warehouse in Copenhagen, one managed by 
the WFP Logistics Control Tower and two on an air charter shared with multiple countries to West Africa. At the time of 
reporting all supplies have reached Accra, Ghana. The Global Fund has also approved approximately US$2 million for 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) procurement.  
 
UNICEF Sierra Leone is registered as a Country Partner in the National COVID Partners Platform, and funded supply 
needs have been uploaded in the platform. All uploaded requirements were validated for the allocation process to 
ensue. UNICEF Chief of Supply has been appointed as the National COVID-19 Supply Coordinator.  
 
Media and External Communications 
UNICEF Sierra Leone continues to engage the media to ensure that children’s rights remain visible as COVID-19 response 
efforts continue in the country.  Media has been engaged through sharing of press releases and statements which 
advocate on key child rights issues and which also publicise the country office COVID-19 response.  Seven (7) press 
releases were shared and published in the media. These included the regional press release on the “No Name Campaign” 
to promote birth registration. This was published by some local and international media houses. A press release to 
announce UNICEF donation of 32 motorbikes to the Ministry of Social Welfare was also published in seven (7) 
newspapers and in one (1) Television station. 
 
Working with colleagues from the UNICEF Division of Communication in New York, Sierra Leone contributed content to 
a story on the impact of COVID-19  on girls education, which featured as a Washington Post story. An article on the 
current emergency cash transfer was also shared with the international audience through the UNICEF Regional website 
- here.  
 
On 16th June each year, Sierra Leone joins other African countries to commemorate the Day of the African Child. This 
year's theme was "Access to child friendly justice in Africa" and the country office partnered with the MoGCA and the 
National Commission for children on a mass media sensitisation on how access to child friendly justice could be achieved 
in the context of emergencies such as COVID-19. 



  
 

 
More than 50 children from Freetown, Bo, Makeni and Kenema participated as either panelists or moderators/co-
presenters in some key radio and TV programmes and voiced their opinions on child friendly justice and the child rights 
situation in the country in general.  A children’s variety show, featuring songs, poems, dramas and creative arts, was 
broadcast live on two of the main TV stations.  The variety show was also live streamed on the UNICEF Sierra Leone 
social media pages and reached more than 10,000.00 people through Facebook and Twitter.  
 
Through social media, COVID-19 related messages were regularly shared, reaching 124,372 people -Facebook (23,603), 
Twitter (94,800) and Instagram (5,969). As part of the Early Moments Matter global parenting month, June was widely 
dedicated to sharing parenting tips in the era of COVID-19. Content included video of a UNICEF father, giving tips on 
how he is protecting his children about the disease. The same video was also shared on the and regional social media 
platforms. UNICEF Sierra Leone continued to share Young People’s diaries during the pandemic, to demonstrate some 
of the coping mechanisms by young people. One of the COVID-19 diary has reached 8,972 people so far. The Country 
Office also contributed to two global campaigns – #SafeHandsChallenge and the Reimagine #ChildhoodChallenge. 

 

Funding  
With the addition of funding from the World Bank, UNICEF Sierra Leone has reached approximately 45% of its overall 
funding needs for its COVID-19 response. However, essential pillars to the response, including WASH, Education, Child 
Protection and Social Protection remain gravely under-funded. Up to 2,500,000 children remain in need of assistance 
as schools begin to reopen in July. In view of the serious economic consequences of COVID-19, children who might 
typically go to school might be pulled away to contribute to their family household incomes. This time away from school 
puts children a greater risk of protection related issues including gender based and sexual violence. Social protection 
and child protection mechanisms which support most vulnerable families are needed more than ever to ensure the 
safety and well-being of children in Sierra Leone.  

 
 
 
  

Sector 
Funding 
requirements 
US$ 

Funds available 
US$ 

Funding gap 
US$ 

Gap 
% 

C4D / RCCE  485,000  402,284 82,716  17% 
WASH & IPC 6,282,555  1,845,592 4,436,963  71% 
Health, Nutrition and HIV 5,376,995  4,969,633 407,363  8% 
Child Protection 200,000  -    200,000  100% 
Education 2,812,000  528,543  2,283,457  81% 
Social Protection & Evaluation 1,500,000  102,600  1,397,400  93% 
Technical support, coordination and 
operational costs 1,045,105  184,714  860,391  82% 

Total             17,701,655 8,033,366 9,668,289 55% 

For more information contact: 
 
 

 
 

 

Suleiman Braimoh, Ph.D. 
Representative  
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: +232 75 986 920 
Email: sbraimoh@unicef.org  
 

Yuki Suehiro 
Deputy Representative, a.i.  
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: + 232 79 999 996 
Email: ysuehiro@unicef.org 

Wilberforce Tengey 
Deputy Representative - Operations   
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: +232 76 100 640 
Email: wtengey@unicef.org 



  
 

 

Annex A 
 
Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response2 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
# of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging 3,700,000 3,300,000 
# of people engaged on COVID-19 50,000 20,662 
# of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for available support 
services to address their needs through established feedback mechanisms 

5,000 2,333 

# of key leaders and platforms supported actively engaged to role model and promote 
preventive and protective behaviours 

10,000 - 

WASH and IPC   

# of healthcare facilities receiving improved WASH services (district hospitals/peripheral 
health units) 

20/30 - 

# of people in high-risk communities receiving WASH services 50,000 - 
# of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and services (high 
level indicator) 

250,000 43,000 

# of high-risk communities with hand washing with infection control messages 50 - 
# of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities provided with Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) 

15,500 - 

# of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection Prevention 
and Control (IPC) 

15,500 - 

Health, Nutrition and HIV   
# of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate management of 
COVID-19 cases 

2,500 - 

# of hospitals equipped with oxygen plant 3 1 
# of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 39,000 6,051 
# of children and women receiving essential healthcare, including prenatal, delivery and 
postnatal care, essential newborn care, immunization, treatment of childhood illnesses and 
HIV care in UNICEF supported facilities 

560,000 902,614 
 

# of caregivers reached with IYCF messages/recommendations in COVID 19 context 575,000 115,484 
Education    
# of children supported with distance/home-based learning 1,500,000  
# of schools receiving WASH supplies (300 schools receive partial WASH support; 10 schools 
receive full WASH package) 

1,200 - 

# children receive individual learning materials 230,000 21,301 
#  of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access to services 1,600,000 - 
# of teachers trained to provide alternative learning including PSS to reach 60,000 children 2,000 900 
Child Protection and GBV    
# of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community based mental 
health and psychosocial support 

10,000 487 

# of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible channel to report sexual 
exploitation and abuse 

500,000 503,267 

 # of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on GBV risk mitigation 
and referrals for survivors 

150 43 

Social Protection   
# of households benefitting from new or additional social assistance measures provided by 
governments to respond to COVID-19 with UNICEF support 

64,000 8,812 

 

 
2 Results presented above are as of 17th June and duly reflected in UNICEF Global Reporting sitrep no. 6. 


