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School children in Freetown read messages on COVID-19 on a mobile phone.  
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Situation Overview1  
As of 31 December 2020, in Sierra Leone, there were 2,611 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, 76 deaths and 1,892 recoveries. 
Fifty-four cases were in COVID-19 designated treatment 
centers. Health workers account for 9.1 per cent of all 
cases – a reduction of 0.6 per cent from the previous 
situation report. 
 
The overall case fatality rate (CFR) decreased to 2.9 per cent of all cases compared to the previous situation report 
and remained at 15.3 per cent for those 60 years of age and older. A total of 90,202 COVID-19 tests were conducted 
(11.77 per 1,000 people). 
 
Western Area Urban and Western Area Rural districts, comprising the capital Freetown, made up 62.2 per cent of all 
cases reported nationally. Other districts with relatively high attack rates include Kenema (4.8%), Port Loko (4.6%) and 
Bo (4.3%). 
 

UNICEF Highlights  
 UNICEF, together with the World Health Organisation (WHO), World Bank and Gavi continued to support the 

MoHS in the COVAX application process, including drafting of a COVID-19 vaccine deployment plan and rapid 
inventory taking of cold chain equipment 

 UNICEF supported the MBSSE to provide training for 50 headteachers and 60 master trainers on administrative 
functions, including COVID-19 awareness and prevention messages. 

 UNICEF supported the Inter Religious Council of Sierra Leone (IRCSL) in the dissemination of key messages on 
GBV, teenage pregnancy, and child marriage, which reached a total of 80,190 individuals through its advocacy 
interventions. 

 Payments under the COVID-19 Social Safety Net (SSN) programme began in December in Bo District. Verification 
began of beneficiaries for the COVID-19 emergency cash transfer (ECT) programme for households of informal 
workers in urban areas, with payments expected in early 2021. Both exercises involve the Grievance Redress 

 
1 Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) COVID-19 situation report (sitrep) no. 276, 31 December 2020, 3pm.  

Situation in Numbers 

 2,611 COVID-19 confirmed 
cases out of 90,202 tests 
conducted 

 
 76 COVID-19 deaths reported 

and 1,892 case recoveries 
 

 National attack rate is 31.4 per 
100,000 people 

 Total Funding Needs 

US$4.4M 

Media Highlight 
 UNICEF uses innovation in reaching out 

to a range of audiences with critical 
lifesaving information helping children 
to stay safe during the festive season. 
Read more 
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Mechanism (GRM) Community Monitors who were trained with UNICEF support on recording of grievances, 
psycho-social first aid and GBV reporting pathways in November 2020. 

 UNICEF has completed the distribution of WASH/IPC supplies to households in at-risk villages/communities. A 
total of 2800 household kits were distributed in December, giving a cumulative total of 4000 household 
beneficiaries (20,000 people) in vulnerable communities across five districts. 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 Response  
 
Health, Nutrition and HIV  
During the month under review, the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) was supported in ensuring continued 
access to quality essential health, nutrition and HIV services through capacity building, provision of supplies and 
equipment, including Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other Infection Prevention Control (IPC) commodities. 
Health workers are being trained for the continuity of essential health services during COVID-19 pandemic. Further to 
this, in partnership with the World Bank, support is ongoing for procurement of drugs, medical supplies and equipment, 
IPC supplies and PPE.  
 
As the country prepares for the future introduction of COVID-19 vaccines (COVAX), UNICEF, together with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), World Bank and Gavi continued to support the MoHS in the COVAX application process, 
including drafting of a COVID-19 vaccine deployment plan and rapid inventory taking of cold chain equipment. 
 
Education 
In December 2020, UNICEF continued to support the Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education (MBSSE) in the 
development and dissemination of information, education and communication (IEC) materials such as posters, 
billboards, radio discussions and dramas under the Education Emergency Taskforce (EET) Communications Pillar. In 
support of the World Food Programme (WFP) school feeding initiative and to ensure a safe and hygienic school 
environment, UNICEF provided 278 handwashing stations to 137 schools targeting over 35,000 students with Irish Aid 
funding. UNICEF also supported the MBSSE to provide training for 500 headteachers and 60 master trainers on 
administrative functions, including COVID-19 awareness and prevention messages. Schools closed on 18 December 
2020 through 4 January 2021 for the end of year holiday period. 
 
Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
UNICEF supported the Risk Communication and Social Mobilization (RCSM) Pillar for the training and orientation of 150 
district and community stakeholders on the Sierra Leone - Liberia border ahead of the re-opening of land borders in 
December. In parallel, additional support was extended to the RCSM Pillar for surge media and social media activities 
to help address decreasing COVID-19 risk perception.  
 
The partnership between UNICEF and FOCUS 1000, a national civil society organisation, was renewed to support a 
network of 4,020 social and community mobilizers, including 1,260 community health workers (CHWs), across all 16 
districts in Sierra Leone in order to maintain mobilization in communities around COVID-19 prevention and essential 
health behaviours. A total of 530 religious leaders engaged in collaboration with the Inter-Religious Council of Sierra 
Leone (IRCSL) continued to engage on essential family practices and child protection in the COVID-19 context reaching 
out to over 145,000 women, men and youth in December. 
 
Child Protection 
With support from UNICEF, the Psychosocial Support (PSS) pillar followed up cases in quarantine homes and 
communities and provided Psychological First Aid (PFA) to 601 children and their family members (271 male, 330 
females). A total of 11 children (7 boys, 4 girls) affected by COVID-19 were placed in residential care and continue to be 
closely monitored. 
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UNICEF continued to support the IRCSL in dissemination of key messages on gender-based violence (GBV), teenage 
pregnancy and child marriage and reached a total of 80,190 individuals through its advocacy interventions. The 
interfaith advocacy messages to enhance child protection during the COVID-19 pandemic are being drafted.  
 

Social Protection 

Payments under the COVID-19 Social Safety Net (SSN) programme began in December in Bo District. Verification began 
of beneficiaries for the COVID-19 emergency cash transfer (ECT) programme for households of informal workers in 
urban areas, with payments expected in early 2021. Both exercises involve the Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) 
Community Monitors who were trained with UNICEF support on recording of grievances, psycho-social first aid and GBV 
reporting pathways in November 2020. 
  
Data collection for the second round of the telephone survey measuring socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on 
households, which is undertaken in collaboration with the World Bank and Statistics Sierra Leone, has been completed. 
The survey provides updated data on households’ access to social services such as health, nutrition, children’s education 
and families’ livelihoods situation. Data analysis will be completed early 2021. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  
UNICEF has completed the distribution of WASH/IPC supplies to households in at-risk villages/communities. A total of 
2,800 household kits were distributed in December benefiting over 20,000 people in vulnerable communities across 
five districts. 
 

UNICEF completed the drilling of three additional boreholes with funding from the UK Government.  As of the end of 
December, 22 boreholes out of the targeted 41 boreholes have been drilled across the country. To further boost results 
toward WASH programming in the COVID-19 context, UNICEF signed two new partnership agreements with local CSOs.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
As lead procurement agent for the Government of Sierra Leone, UNICEF procures the majority of COVID-19 supplies 
and provides procurement updates to the Medical Logistics Pillar in its bi-weekly meetings. As a co-chair for Nutrition 
cluster, UNICEF is supporting the process of updating and extending the Nutrition Cluster Response Plan up to 2021. 
As co-Chair of the WASH pillar, and in collaboration with the MoHS and Ministry of Water Resources (MoWR), UNICEF 
recently supported the training of two ministries (Ministry of Water Resources and Ministry of Health and Sanitation), 
Sierra Leone Water Company (SALWACO) and five implementing partners on Water Safety Plans to enhance COVID-19 
response efforts. 
Finally, UNICEF continues to coordinate child protection-related COVID-19 response in the framework of the PSS Pillar. 
 

Supply and Logistics 
Towards the end of December, more than 80 per cent of COVID-19 supplies arrived in the country, and the remaining 
items are expected by mid-February 2021.  
 

Media and External Communications 
During the month of December, UNICEF continued to disseminate COVID-19 awareness raising messages on the local 
radio, TV stations and social media platforms including Twitter and Facebook.  
 
In collaboration with the UNICEF Regional and Headquarters teams, a locally produced film on the impact of COVID-19 
on children and their families was developed for Child Alert and highlights the positive impact of emergency cash 
transfers. The video will be featured on UNICEF global platforms. 
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Funding  

Sector  
Funding 

requirements 
US$ 

Funds available 
US$ 

Funding gap 
US$ 

Gap 
% 

C4D / RCCE  600,000  448,355   151,645  25% 
WASH & IPC  6,700,000  6,850,095   0 0% 
Health, Nutrition and HIV  6,500,000  6,469,118   30,882  0% 
Child Protection  200,000 82,500   117,500  59% 
Education  3,500,000  528,597   2,971,403  85% 
Social Protection & Evaluation  1,500,000 205,745   1,294,255  86% 

Total  19,000,000  14,584,410   4,415,590  23% 

 
 

For more information contact: 
 

 
 

 

Suleiman Braimoh, PhD. 
Representative  
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: +232 75 986 920 
Email: sbraimoh@unicef.org  
 

Liv Elin Indreiten 
Deputy Representative (Programmes) 
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: + 232 75 123 234     
Email:  lindreiten@unicef.org 

Wilberforce Tengey 
Deputy Representative (Operations)   
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: +232 76 100 640 
Email: wtengey@unicef.org 



  
 

5 
 

Annex A 
 

Summary of Programme Results 
 UNICEF and IPs Response2 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
# of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging 3,700,000 3,500,000 
# of people engaged on COVID-19 500,000 974,016 
# of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for available 
support services to address their needs through established feedback mechanisms 

5,000 2,664 

# of key leaders and platforms supported actively engaged to role model and promote 
preventive and protective behaviours 

10,000 11,337 

WASH and IPC   
# of healthcare facilities receiving improved WASH services (district hospitals/peripheral 
health units) 

20/30 No data 

# of people in high-risk communities receiving WASH services 50,000 No data 
# of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and services 
(high level indicator) 

250,000 20,000 

# of high-risk communities with hand washing with infection control messages 50 113 
# of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities provided with Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) 

15,500 25,799 

# of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) 

15,500 17,063 

Health, Nutrition and HIV   
# of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate management of 
COVID-19 cases 

2,500 17,063 

# of hospitals equipped with oxygen plant 3 1 
# of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 39,000 22,0533 
# of children and women receiving essential healthcare, including prenatal, delivery and 
postnatal care, essential newborn care, immunization, treatment of childhood illnesses 
and HIV care in UNICEF supported facilities 

1,760,000 2,862,182 

# of caregivers reached with IYCF messages/recommendations in COVID 19 context 575,000 465,2634 
Education    
# of children supported with distance/home-based learning 1,500,000 Data not 

available 
# of schools receiving WASH supplies  1,200 1,678 
# children receive individual learning materials 230,000 247,820 
#  of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and 
access to services 

 1,600,000 679,898 

# of teachers trained to provide alternative learning including PSS to reach 60,000 
children  

2,000 28,476 

Child Protection and GBV    
# of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community based mental 
health and psychosocial support 

10,000 15,309 

# of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible channel to report sexual 
exploitation and abuse 

3,700,000 3,683,394 

 # of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on GBV risk mitigation 
and referrals for survivors 

350 525 

Social Protection   
# of households benefitting from new or additional social assistance measures provided 
by governments to respond to COVID-19 with UNICEF support 

64,000 29,152 

 

 
2 Results are as of 7 January 2021 and results aligned to the UNICEF Global Sitrep no 13.  
3 Data cover the period of April – November 2020. December 2020 data is not yet available at the time of reporting. 
4 Data covered the period of April – November 2020 with partial data from December 2020. Out of the 465,263 caregivers reached with IYCF messages in the 
COVID19 context by CHWs, 118,706 were reached through antenatal care promotional visit, and 346,557 were reached during nutrition screening wherein 
nutrition education and/or counselling was also done. 


