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Funds 
Received

$3.0M

Carry 
Over

$0.4M

Funding 
gap $ 
5,3M

UNICEF Appeal 2018 

US$ 7,7 
millions 

Highlights  
 

• 37,108 children under five immunized against measles in Pool and 
Bouenza departments with UNICEF support.  

• Since 16 December 2018, Plateaux Department, is receiving 
thousands of asylum seekers from the neighboring Province of Mai-
Ndombe in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  

• As of 31 December, UNICEF HAC is funded at 31%. An additional 
US$ 5,35 million is required for UNICEF to meet the needs of 
vulnerable children and women, especially in the Education, Wash 
and Child Protection sectors 

31 December 2018 
 

127,250 
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance  

254,500 
# of people in need 

134,000 
# of people to be reached 

67,120 
# of children to be reached 

 
 
UNICEF Appeal 2018* 
US$ 7.7 million 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

Keys programme indicators 

               UNICEF 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Nutrition: Number of children 6-59 months with 
SAM admitted for treatment 

1,350 1,541 

Health: Number of children under five immunized 
against measles 

33,800 37,108 

WASH: Number of internally displaced persons, 
refugees and host community members provided 
with safe water per agreed standards  

125,900 14,299 

Child Protection: Children reached with 
psychosocial support 

2,500 1,955 

Education: Number of school-aged children, 
including adolescents, accessing quality 
education.  

39,950 1,350 

*Figures for Pool crisis based on estimations from HRP 2017, HRP 2018 was launched in 
March 2018, for Likouala crisis UNHCR and local sources.  

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

* Funds available includes funding received against current 
appeal as well as carry-forward from previous year. 

October-December 2018 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs   
 

• Following the deadly clashes between the Banunu and the Batende tribes in the neighboring Province of Mai-
Ndombe in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), in December 2018, 11,000 asylum seekers arrived to the 
Plateaux department. Several multi agency needs assessments are being conducted, UNICEF is mobilizing Wash, 
Nutrition and Health prepositioned emergency supplies in the area, and a 6-months response plan is being drafted 
by the humanitarian country team, in coordination with the Ministry of Social Affairs.  

• In the Pool Department, the access to schools has significantly improved in the last quarter of 2018. From 130 schools 
closed during the armed conflict, only 12 were reopened in September 2018 and 67 reopened between October and 
December 2018. 

 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 

• The Government is formalizing the humanitarian committees at the departmental level, led by the Prefect and 
composed of line ministries and members of NGO and UN agencies already in place in Pool and Bouenza 
departments, to collect and update information on humanitarian and early recovery needs of displaced, returnees 
and other vulnerable persons affected by hazards (natural or man-made). 

• UNICEF is leading the WASH and Nutrition sectors for the Pool humanitarian coordination. UNICEF has led the 

process to extend both sector scope, from Pool to national level, including relevant sectoral actors in humanitarian 

and development contexts, and led respectively by the Ministry of Hydraulic and the Ministry of Health. Education 

and Child Protection sectors are not operational because of the lack of structured Education and Social Affairs 

working teams on Child Protection and Education in emergencies. UNICEF supported the training of the General 

Director for basic education on Education in Emergencies as a first step to revitalize the Ministry of Education 

leadership.  

• UNICEF contributed to the development of the Pool Humanitarian Response Plan (March 2018), to the Ebola 

national preparedness plan (May 2018) and is actively participating in the new RDC refugee’s humanitarian working 

group.  

• UNICEF participates in several coordination meetings for the Pool and Likouala response led by the Humanitarian 

Coordination, UNHCR and Likouala local Prefect and for the EVD response plan, led by the Ministry of Health.  

• UNICEF participated to the Interagency field mission in March 2018 to the Pool department, and conducted 

monitoring filed missions in July 218.   
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
• UNICEF's strategy combines humanitarian and early recovery interventions in Pool and Likouala departments, 

aiming to improve access to basic services for vulnerable children and women through system strengthening and 
capacity building of government line ministries and local communities.  

• UNICEF supports partners to: improve access to primary preventive and curative health/nutrition services and to 
promote essential behavior and practices at community and health facilities level through provision of essential 
drugs supplies and training of healthcare providers. In coordination with the WASH sector; UNICEF increases access 
to water and sanitation facilities through the construction/ rehabilitation of water points and latrines, and supporting 
local production of chlorine, particularly in schools and health centers; provide psychosocial support, recreational 
activities for refugees, displaced, returned and host children, through the training of community workers on child 
rights, and deployment of mobile trauma counselling teams; improve access to quality education; identify and 
support partners to care for children associated with armed groups in the Pool department.  

• UNICEF supports government and partners to strengthen EVD preparedness measures focusing on community 
mobilization and awareness raising activities. 
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 

Nutrition  

Pool and Bouenza departments: A new funding approved last October 1, will enable UNICEF to reach 555 children (6-59 
months) with SAM and 9,492 caregivers, through the provision of nutritional supplies and the support to community 
health workers trainings.   
 
In Likouala refugees hosting department, where the UNHCR is the lead of humanitarian coordination, UNICEF provided 
nutrition commodities to the therapeutic feeding centres. Since the beginning of the intervention, 876 (30% refugees) 
children with SAM were admitted to therapeutic feeding centres, with a recovery rate at 90 %, a 9 % defaulted and 1 
percent death rate. 1,600 women were sensitized on infant and young child feeding.  
 
With USAID Food for Peace’s support, an agreement has been reached with the Ministry of Health to scale up the SAM 
care resp0nse at national level in 7 out of 12 departments targeting a total of 25,648 children 6-59 months in the coming 
18 months. As of 31 December 2018, UNICEF has established the supply pipeline to start the provision of care early 2019. 
 
Health  
In the Pool department, a total of 37,108 children under five were immunized against measles in the last quarter of 2018.   
 

A new CERF funding2, approved last October, will allow UNICEF to support high impact interventions for 18,821 under-

five children and 9.492 pregnant and lactating women in this department.  

 
WASH 

In Pool and Bouenza departments, during this reporting period, UNICEF provided safe access to water to 13,099 Internal 
Displaced People, and host populations, (including children in child friendly spaces) through the setting-up of 10 bladders 
and the construction and rehabilitation of six water points, including IDPs sites and two Health facilities. In addition, 
3,650 vulnerable women were assisted through the distribution of dignity kits.  
 
Underfunding in 2018 and the limited number of WASH implementing partners are among the main challenges to be 

addressed in this sector, to improve the precarious access to safe water and adequate sanitation facilities of 125,000 

targeted people in Pool and Likouala department. 

 

Education 

Pool and Bouenza departments,  
While Education sector situation is gradually returning to normality with a significant number of teachers return to their 
respective schools, facilitated by the improvement of security conditions, post crisis needs remain important and local 
authorities continue to call for assistance. As of December 31, the number of closed schools3 was estimated at 51 (26 % 
of the conflict region affected schools), out of 118 closed at the beginning of the September 2018 school year and 
affecting an estimated number of 6,700 children (3-17 years old) and 153 teachers, however there is not data available on 
the total number of children without access to education in the department.  In Kindamba School District, for example, 
17 schools out of 23, have been reopened and six remain closed for several reasons: i) damaged/destroyed schools ii) lack/ 
instability of teaching staff, in some cases due to the presence of ex-combatants, pending implementation of the DDR 
process, that prevents from a favourable environment for the resumption of school activities in several localities.  
 
At the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year, Pool Women Leaders Association4,  launched a punctual training activity 
to improve 150 children educational level, far below the expected primary and secondary education level, in the most 
affected and remote localities (Goma Tsé Tsé, Kinkala 2, Mayama et Kindamba). UNICEF (core resources) and its partners, 
(l’Association des frères des campagnes de Saint Augustin (AFCA)), supported 7,887 children (167 from Secondary 
Education), with scholar textbooks and school supplies, in the most affected localities of Kindamba, Vindza, Mayama, 
Kimba, Goma tsé tsé et Mbandza Ndounga, in December 2018. 

                                                        
1 1 In 2018, the Pool department has only benefitted from an   Underfunded Emergencies CERF in late October. 
2  UNICEF has only benefitted from a Underfunded Emergencies CERF, for Pool,  in late October.  
3 MEPSA, Primary and Secondary Education Ministry, December 2018, only two primary schools have been rehabilitated in the reported year.  
4 Association des femmes leaders du Pool.  
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With a progressive return of displaced populations, in all six crisis affected school districts, children education needs are 
much greater than existing services, by the lack of funding during the crisis period (2016-2018). The estimated number 
of children in need of education support in UNICEF targeted area is of 18,000 children out of the 30,000 children attending 
school in the area prior to the conflict in 2016. Priority needs are related to i) the implementation of an education in 
emergencies strategy by the Primary and Secondary Education Ministry   ii) rehabilitation of damaged/destroyed schools 
access to education materials including textbooks, iii) teacher’s capacity building.  
. 
Child Protection 

In the Pool Department, the planned UNICEF and the Ministry of Social Affairs joint mission to assess the existence of 
children associated to ex combatants, has not been conducted yet and its pertinence needs to be revaluated.   
 
In Likouala refugee hosting area, during the reporting period, 98 children aged 2-5 years old (from refugees and host 
families) were provided with safe access to child-friendly spaces (3), for socialization, play and learning activities out of a 
total of 1,255.  
 
Underfunding and the shortage of experienced implementing partners constitute major sector challenges to reach more 
children and support Child Friendly Spaces, during the 2018. 
 
EVD Preparedness Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
 
The first awareness campaign conducted in the localities most at risk along the river corridor covered. 5,175 people, (2,355 
girls and women) in the Likouala, Plateaux and Cuvette departments.  
 

The difficult access to several targeted localities as well as the weaknesses identified in partners coordination 

mechanisms and in the flow of relevant data and figures, particularly to the central level, remain a major challenge for a 

comprehensive activity data collection and analysis, that must be addressed.  

 

Funding   
As per 31 December 2018, UNICEF Congo received US $ 2,959,199 million out of the US $ 7,744,000 2018 HAC appeal 
amount. In addition, UNICEF has approximately US$ 398,131 funding carried over from the previous year. UNICEF 
Congo received funds from USAID/ Food for Peace; CERF; Global-Thematic Humanitarian Response towards Nutrition 
and Global - Thematic Humanitarian Response for the Ebola preparedness plan and the United Kingdom and French 
National committees. 
  

Funding Requirements (as defined in HAC 2018 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available * Funding gap *** 

Funds 
Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over ** $ % 

Nutrition 1,600,000 1,974,4866 95,547 0 0 

Health 672,000 699,713  57,315  0 0 

WASH 3,382,000  72,210 3,309,790 98 

Child Protection 750,000  41,777 708,253 94 

Education 1,340,000 0 0 1,340,000 100 

Ebola preparedness 0 285,000 131,182 0 0 

Total 7,744,000 2,959,199 398,001 5,358,043 69 
* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  

**Carry-over figure is the unutilized programmable balance that was carried over from the prior year to the current year, as of year-end closure carry 
forward programme effectiveness  
***Due to lack of funding, a total of US $ 438,700 UNICEF Other Resources Regular funds were used to provide support to Child Protection in Pool and 

Likouala departments (US$ 338,700) to Education sector in Likouala and Pool departments (US $ 72,000 ), to Nutrition sector (US $  14,000),  Health 

sector (US $ 14,000) in Likouala department .  
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Next SitRep: 30 June 2019 
 
UNICEF Congo: www.unicef.org/Congo 
UNICEF Congo Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=unicef%20congo%20brazza 

UNICEF Congo’s Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/congo.html  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNEX A: SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
 

Keys programme indicators 

 

UNICEF 

 Target 
Total 

Results* 

Nutrition 

Number of children 6-59 months with SAM admitted for 

treatment 
1,350 1,541 

Children aged 0-23 months received micronutrient’s 

supplements 
3,255 1,689 

Number of caregivers of children aged 0-23 months accessing 

infant and young child feeding counselling. 
7,100 1,900 

Health  

Number of children under five immunized against measles 33,800 37,108 

Number of children reached with emergency primary health 

care services  
28,600 18,246 

Number of affected households received four insecticide-

treated bed nets 
32,000 2,500 

WASH  

Number of internally displaced persons, refugees and host 

community members provided with safe water per agreed 

standards 

125,900 14,299 

Number of internally displaced persons, refugees and host 

community members accessing adequate sanitation facilities  
20,000   3,240 

Number of children accessing WASH facilities in learning 

environments 
12,000  1,857  

CHILD PROTECTION 

Children reached with psychosocial support 2,900 1,9556 

EDUCATION 

 

Number of school-aged children accessing quality education  39,950 1,350 

Number of children receive individual education learning 

materials  
39,500 7,887 

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT - EBOLA PREPAREDNESS 

Number of people reached with key life-saving & behavior change 
messages and Key family practices on EVD prevention 
 

350,000 
50,000 

 

 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Micaela Marques de Sousa 
Representative - Republic of 
Congo 
Tel: +242066525022 
Mobile: +242066855805 
Email: mmarques@unicef.org 
 
 

Andres A Lopez 
Deputy Representative, Republic 
of Congo 
Tel: +242 065108624 
Email: aalopez@unicef.org 

Rosario Iraola 
Emergency Specialist, Republic of Congo 
Tel: +242 05 024 60 91 
Email: iraolarosario@yahoo.es 

http://www.unicef.org/Congo

