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UNICEF has worked with the Ministry of Education to support children’s safe return to schools, 
announced to open in the beginning of January 2021. In support to the Back-to-School campaign, 
UNICEF delivered school package supplies to eight schools in Alzawya, Sebha, Ghat, Tahala and 
Maya, reaching an estimated 4,000 children. In addition, 811 children (417 girls, 394 boys) received 
individual school supplies and stationery. 
Thirteen schools were rehabilitated in the municipalities of Sebha, Ghreyfa, Alkhoms, Ghat, Thirteen schools were rehabilitated in the municipalities of Sebha, Ghreyfa, Alkhoms, Ghat, 
Benghazi and Albeyda, benefitting 6,488 children (3,180 girls, 3,308 boys). Two of the schools in 
Sebha were community schools that are attended by migrant and refugee children. In the East 
and West, 554 vulnerable non-displaced, internally displaced, refugee and migrant children (315 
girls, 239 boys) accessed non-formal education through UNICEF’s implementing partners and also 
through Bayti centers; community centers that promote an integrated child protection-education 
approach to services for vulnerable children.  
In support to the safe reopening of schools, UNICEF in partnership with the Ministry of Education, In support to the safe reopening of schools, UNICEF in partnership with the Ministry of Education, 
conducted a two-day workshop “Prevention and Control Measures in Schools” in Tripoli. The 
workshop was attended by 70 participants from the Ministries of Education and Social Affairs, 
including health officers from municipalities of western Libya, private school principals and Early 
Childhood Development personnel.

Under a joint programme, implemented by UNICEF and other UN agencies in Sirte, clubs for Under a joint programme, implemented by UNICEF and other UN agencies in Sirte, clubs for 
sports, journalism, and art were established by a UNICEF partner and local authorities to promote 
life skills to 115 young people and adolescents (60 girls, 55 boys). Through these clubs, 35 
teachers were trained to provide training on life-skills promotion.
UNICEF globally launched the Reimagine Your Future Youth Challenge in UNICEF globally launched the Reimagine Your Future Youth Challenge in 13 countries including 
Libya. The challenge was an opportunity for youth to leverage their talents, explore pathways for 
learning and earning, and to ideate innovations to address the challenges faced in their 
communities. In Libya, UNICEF worked with the Authority of Youth and Sports, Expertise France, 
and local youth organizations to encourage youth participation. Fifty-eight young Libyans 
participated in the challenge. 

Through UNICEF’s partners in Benghazi, Misrata, Sebha, Tripoli, and Zwara, 386 children (174 girls, 
212 boys) were reached with mental health and psychosocial support interventions, 295 children 
(150 girls, 145 boys) benefitted from specialized child protection services, and 47 children (24 girls, 
23 boys) received age and gender-sensitive case management services through community 
outreach and Bayti centers. A total of 644 people (469 females, 175 males) also accessed 
gender-based violence risk mitigation, prevention and response interventions in Benghazi, Sebha 
and Tripoli. 
Also, in Tripoli and Benghazi, an estimated Also, in Tripoli and Benghazi, an estimated 808,767 people were reached with messages on 
prevention of child protection risks through weekly radio campaigns that targeted community 
members including children.



To support the introduction of the COVID-19 vaccine in 2021, UNICEF dispatched 804 cold boxes 
and vaccine carriers to the National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) for 278 vaccination sites. In 
cooperation with the NCDC, the cold chain inventory was completed for all 700 vaccination centers 
nationwide. The distribution of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – 115,600 face masks and 
17,040 bottles of hand sanitizers – was carried out in 213 vaccination centers across 27 
municipalities in the eastern region of the country. Last month, UNICEF distributed PPEs – 240,500 
face masks and 39,120 bottles of hand sanitizers – to 203 vaccination centers in 61 municipalities 
in the western and southern regions.  in the western and southern regions.  

Three primary health care clinics were rehabilitated in Sabratha, Misrata and Murzuk municipalities, 
benefitting a total of 58,000 people. District Health Information System trainings were completed 
for health personnel from Al Khoms, Alzintan, and Alqraboli municipalities, targeting a total of 89 
participants from 89 health facilities. Also, the first workshop for Infant and Young Child Feeding was 
conducted for 14 master trainers from 13 health facilities in 12 municipalities in the western region. 
In turn, those trainers will conduct cascade trainings targeting all the health facilities within these 
municipalities. The second training will be conducted in January, targeting municipalities. The second training will be conducted in January, targeting 12 municipalities in the 
eastern and southern regions of the country.
Emergency high-energy food supplements were distributed to 977 migrants and refugees suffering 
from malnutrition in detention centers in Tripoli and Misrata.  

As part of Infection Prevention and Control measures, 11,491 people (4,596 children, 3,517 women, 
and 3,378 men) were reached with critical hygiene kits and services in Tripoli, Bani Walid, Tawergha, 
Sidi As-Sayah, and Janzour. The kits, which included soap and bleach, will support hygiene practices 
to limit the transmission of the COVID-19 virus. In addition, 172 schools and desalination plants 
were disinfected ensuring a safe environment to 92,750 people in the western and eastern regions.
WASH facilities in four camps for Internally Displaced People (IDP) were also rehabilitated in WASH facilities in four camps for Internally Displaced People (IDP) were also rehabilitated in 
Benghazi, Tripoli, and Bani Walid to support 4,410 people.  In response to a request from the 
Tawergha Council in Benghazi, roof reinforcement was also carried out by UNICEF and its partner to 
improve the living conditions of 144 families (720 people) in the Al-Helis IDP Camp.
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The municipality and local communities were determined to restore the city to its previous status 
as the center of commerce, education and agriculture. Unfortunately, these efforts were 
hampered at the beginning of 2020 when the COVID-19 pandemic emerged in Libya. The 
pandemic contributed to further marginalization of the vulnerable population and restricted the 
reconstruction and stabilization efforts by the Municipal Council. 
Despite these setbacks, the municipality made a commitment to make December Despite these setbacks, the municipality made a commitment to make December 2020 a happy 
month for the children in Derna by reopening schools in mid-December, as the rest of eastern 
Libya. Even as the plans to reopen schools in Derna are underway, the education authorities are 
faced with the issue of teachers on strike who are demanding salary increments, improved 
working conditions and access to personal protection equipment against the coronavirus. While 
the Ministry of Education has pledged to provide these items to all 2,000 schools in the region, it 
appears that there may not be enough supplies for all the education personnel and children for the 
new academic year new academic year 2020-2021.
UNICEF has extended a helping hand to the Municipal Council to rehabilitate two schools – Jabal 
Nafussa and Alstqlal. These schools are located in the outskirts of the city and are currently 
hosting large numbers of returnee families. 
A decade ago, the building of Jabal Nafussa was used as a warehouse for agricultural products 
and was later turned into a school that is attended by over 300 primary school girls and boys. In 
order to cater for the increasing number of returnee children, a prefabricated classroom was built 
in the Alstqlal School, which will now accommodate over 350 children. 
The principal of the Alstqlal school was grateful to UNICEF for finalizing the works just before the The principal of the Alstqlal school was grateful to UNICEF for finalizing the works just before the 
start of the school year and is looking forward to welcoming all the children back. “I am particularly 
happy with the new outdoor extension of the school, which we will use to host much needed 
recreational activities to help children cope with the extended stress of isolation and conflict”, said 
the school principal. 
“Today has been one of the greatest days of my career at UNICEF Libya. I am delighted to see the “Today has been one of the greatest days of my career at UNICEF Libya. I am delighted to see the 
fruits of our many months of hard work, resulting in improved access and quality of education for 
over 650 girls and boys in Derna” said, Gaballa. “As UNICEF staff, I am committed to ensuring that 
all efforts are utilized for the continued improvement of education services for the benefit of 
conflict affected children in the eastern region of Libya. I am a strong believer of leaving no child 
behind”.

Many families fled the conflict and repression 
and were living as internally displaced people in 
the outskirts of Derna and beyond, until 2019, 
when they began to return to the city. A new 
Municipal Council had been established and, 
with the limited support available, embarked on 
reconstructing the destroyed infrastructure. 

Derna is a Mediterranean port city located in 
eastern Libya, with a population of 250,000 to 
300,000 people. Between 2014 and 2018, the 
city was occupied by radical armed groups, 
which led to the destruction of vital 
infrastructure such as schools, health facilities 
and other municipal buildings. Thousands of 
houses were also destroyed by heavy bombing houses were also destroyed by heavy bombing 
and shelling over the years. 

Gaballa Benhallom, UNICEF Education Officer


