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Funds received, 
US$1.79 million 

(86%)

Funding gap, 
US$272,541 

(14%)

Funding 
Requirement 
$1.89 million

Highlights 
On 23 May 2017, the Government of the Philippines launched a military and 

law enforcement operation in Marawi City, Lanao del Sur province displacing 

353,921 individuals (77,180 families).* On 17 October, President Duterte 

declared the city liberated and on 29 October, after five months of 

displacement, a phased return of families has started as the military clears 

and declares barangays safe. Considering the need to securely clear the 

residential areas of unexploded ordnance, the return of the majority of 

displaced families is not expected until early 2018. Relief efforts therefore 

remain a priority.  

 

UNICEF has made a significant contributions to address the immediate 

needs of the displaced communities. 

 

� To date, 13,682 children aged 6-59 months have been screened for 

malnutrition in evacuation centres and in host communities; 94 children 

with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) have been identified and referred 

to life-saving services and over 9,000 caregivers counselled on their 

children’s optimum feeding and care practices.  

� UNICEF has provided 94,229 individuals with sanitation and hygiene 

promotion activities including 19,790 individuals with emergency toilets 

/ latrines. There have been no new outbreaks of water-borne diseases. 

� Approximately 400,000 individuals have been reached with key 

sanitation and hygiene messages through mass media (radio), social 

media and interpersonal communications. 

� Focused interventions for psychosocial support, back to school and mine 

risk education need to be urgently scaled up as families return to the City.  

� Despite strong advocacy from UNICEF and partners the mass measles 

emergency response has not been implemented due to scheduling 

conflicts with other Government Department of Health activities. 

Routine measles vaccinations have reached only some 5,045 children so 

far.  

� While planning for rehabilitation and reconstruction of Marawi City is 

underway, the return of most families is not expected until early 2018. In 

this regard, international and local organizations are concerned about 

access to funding for humanitarian assistance beyond December 2017. 
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205,018  
# of children and adolescents (18-19 years old) 

affected by the conflict in Marawi City*  

 

353, 921 
# total population displaced* 
 

UNICEF needs 

US$1.89 million 
 

Funds available: 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 



 PHILIPPINES COUNTRY OFFICE SITUATION UPDATE 10 November, 2017         

 

Situation overview and humanitarian needs 
Military combat operations in Marawi City have stopped and the City has been declared liberated. Improvements in 

security in the province now enable relief efforts to reach families displaced in the more difficult to access host 

communities, especially around the western and eastern sides of Lake Lanao that have so far been hard to access for 

both international and local relief organizations.  

 

While an orderly return of families has started to safe locations in Marawi City, the return of the majority of families is 

not expected until early to mid-2018 given the time needed to clear unexploded ordnance (UXO); and the strict official 

documentation required that proves legitimate residence in the area. Relief efforts will remain a priority until early 2018 

for displaced families and for those families able to return to the City, but many humanitarian agencies are concerned 

about being able to sustain the humanitarian response with existing resources beyond December.  

 
Lanao del Sur is the poorest province in the country and the situation of children there among the worst even pre-crisis. 

This emergency has highlighted the need for a broader accelerated peace and development plan for the whole of Lanao 

del Sur province and not only for Marawi City. 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
International, government and NGO responders continue to reassess the situation to meet the humanitarian and 

transitional needs of those displaced. On 29 September, the Mindanao Humanitarian Team conducted a sector 

implementation planning workshop in Iligan City to identify needs, responses and gaps by sector for October through to 

December. Included among the concerns raised is the need to strengthen coordination with government agencies for 

relief as well as recovery and rehabilitation, and for international and local organisations to access funding beyond 

December 2017.  UNICEF continues to support Government-led coordination in WASH, Nutrition, Education and Child 

Protection.  

 

The Mindanao Humanitarian Team continues to meet in Cotabato City every two weeks, while the sectoral and Inter-

Cluster Coordination Group members meet weekly to discuss issues and concerns to be raised with the Task Force 

Bangon Marawi and the Mindanao Humanitarian Team.  

 

Summary analysis of programme response  
UNICEF has provided essential relief supplies and support to individuals displaced by the conflict and the host 

communities that have accommodated just over 90 per cent of the displaced community. UNICEF staff have been posted 

in Iligan City since the start of the conflict to assist in immediate relief assistance and support cluster coordination with 

government partners in Education, Child Protection, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene and Nutrition.  

 
Nutrition 

� UNICEF has provided strong technical support to Government-led coordination in Nutrition at the central and 

sub-national levels, ensuring gaps, needs and plans are well coordinated.  

� To date, 13,682 children aged 6-59 months have been screened for malnutrition in evacuation centres and in host 

communities. Moreover, 94 Severe Acutely Malnourished (SAM) children were identified and referred either to 

outpatient or inpatient therapeutic care sites where they are managed with ready-to-use therapeutic food. An 

additional 206 children with Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) were identified and benefitted from infant and 

young child feeding counselling received by their caregivers, referral to community kitchens and close follow-up 

by health staff. The inaccessibility to host communities for screening activities was a key challenge as the conflict 

was ongoing. However, following the liberation of the City, and as security improves, numbers screened are 

increasing, and are expected to meet the end of year target.  

� UNICEF will continue to conduct training of additional health workers on the management of SAM in children, 

and the identification and training of community nutrition focal persons on nutrition screening, counselling and 

referral. To date, 207 government health workers have been trained. 

� Approximately 9,087 caregivers have been sensitized to better optimize infant and young child feeding, 

exceeding initial targets benefitting 5,769 infants aged 0-6 months.  

� The monitoring and reporting of Milk Code violations in evacuation centers is ongoing. UNICEF also delivered 

200 breastfeeding kits and flip charts to promote positive infant and young feeding practices in evacuation 

centres in Lanao del Sur, Lanao del Norte and Iligan City.  

� At least 7,848  children aged 6-59 months old were given Vitamin A supplements, 9,983 children aged 6-59 

months old were provided with one month’s supply of multiple micronutrient powder, and 7,116  pregnant and 

lactating women were given a one-month dose of iron-folic acid tablets. 
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� Generally, IDPs in evacuation centres have consistently reported the poor availability and lack in the variety of 

foods being offered to them. WFP is currently conducting an Emergency Food Security and Nutrition Assessment 

in Lanao del Sur and affected Lanao del Norte municipalities, results of which will be shared with partners as a 

guide in future programming. 

 

Health 
� Cumulatively, 71 deaths among those displaced have been validated as of 13 October by the Department of 

Health. The top causes of death are pneumonia, sepsis, chronic hypertension and acute gastroenteritis; half (50 

per cent) of consultations are for acute respiratory infections.1  

� Although additional routine measles vaccination services were set up by health officials soon after the onset of 

the crisis, mass emergency measles vaccinations have not yet been carried out. A measles campaign planned in 

Lanao del Sur to prevent a possible measles outbreak to start in September has been postponed by the 

Department of Health, ARMM due to a conflict of schedules with other Department of Health activities. UNICEF 

is actively advocating for this campaign to start as soon as possible.  

� UNICEF has provided four medical/health kits to Marawi City and Lanao del Sur Province. These kits contain 

essential medicines, supplies and equipment to meet initial primary health care needs of the displaced 

population without access to medical and hospital facilities. The supplies are good for a population of 10,000 for 

3 months. 

� To enable the Lanao del Sur Provincial Health Office to respond to any increases in diarrhoea cases, UNICEF 

provided three Diarrhoeal Disease Sets containing medicine and supplies for the management of 200 severe and 

800 mild or moderate cases of diarrheoa. The sets have been distributed to four hospitals serving 20 Lanao del 

Sur municipalities hosting displaced populations. 

 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 

� UNICEF support has contributed to no new outbreaks of water-borne diseases in host communities and 

evacuation centres. 

� Approximately 94,229 individuals have benefitted from sanitation and hygiene promotion activities and 18,841 

with improved access to clean water. These have included 11,600 individuals benefitting from hygiene kits, and 

10,830 people (2,166 families) have been provided with water kits and hygiene promotion sessions in the 

provinces of Lanao del Norte (municipalities of Pantao Ragat, Pantar and Balo-i, as well as in the City of Iligan) 

and Lanao del Sur (municipality of Saguiaran). 

� Approximately 19,790 individuals (3,958 families) have benefitted from emergency toilets / latrines. UNICEF has 

provided technical and financial support for the construction of 241 temporary individual and 10 permanent 

communal toilets in 32 of 135 evacuation centres in 6 areas in Lanao del Norte (municipalities of Balo-i, Pantao 

Ragat, Pantar, Sultan Naga Dimaporo and Sapad, as well as the City of Iligan) and in 2 areas in Lanao del Sur 

(municipalities of Saguiaran and Malabang), as well as trained staff for operations and maintenance. There are 

67 bathing facilities and 6 laundry areas benefitting 1,851 and 1,429, respectively.  

� UNICEF has supported the development of septic treatment sites, covering 4 of the most affected municipalities. 

Longer-term plans are needed to address water supply infrastructure.  

� UNICEF supported the installation of portable handwashing facilities, and hygiene kits in temporary learning 

centres linked to the education response benefitting 3,500 school children.  

� In coordination with the DOH and other communication partners, key messages on sanitation and hygiene have 

been broadcast, reaching over 400,000 individuals through mass media (radio), social media and interpersonal 

messages. 

 

Education 
� An estimated 90 per cent of affected teachers and 31,400 learners have been tracked and registered in receiving 

schools nationwide (28,754 in Region 10 and in ARMM).2 All host schools have now received school kits from 

sector partners including government agencies. However, there are still a significant number of learners not in 

school, increasing the risk that some children will soon have missed one year of schooling. Furthermore, several 

learning spaces are inadequate, as such, locations where additional support for learning spaces is required are 

being identified together with the Government and partners. This will become increasingly important for 

children returning to Marawi City and those now enrolled in host community schools.  

� Some 12 public schools for 2,515 learners and 7 private schools (unknown number of learners) in Marawi City 

have been cleared by the Armed Forces of the Philippines to open; they resumed classes on 5 September.  

� To boost the tracking of learners who have not enrolled in public schools, UNICEF provided technical assistance 

to the Department of Education-ARMM to implement a tracking mechanism in communities and evacuation 

                                                        
1 Marawi Crisis Health Situation Update October 13, 2017, power point presentation, Department of Health.   
2Interventions on Marawi Crisis, Department of Education October 14, 2017 power point presentation 
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centers. Pre-testing of the tool in Saguiran municipality showed that 509 of a total 1749 learners were out of 

school. 

� To support Government-led ‘Back to School’ efforts, UNICEF has provided 32 tents to be used as temporary 

learning spaces, 17 Early Childhood Development kits for early-age children, 16 recreation kits, 16 school-in-a-

box kits, 12 library kits, 31 teacher’s kits and 250 tarpaulins in host public schools in Iligan, Lanao del Norte and 

Lanao del Sur. To date, 5,000 school children have benefited directly from UNICEF-provided supplies.  

� Information materials with key messages encouraging parents to enroll their children, and encouraging children 

to go back to school, were developed and printed. These have been displayed in all evacuation centres.     

� UNICEF and partners are complementing Government efforts to reach learners with psychosocial support 

services (PSS). To date, more than 20,000 learners have benefitted from PSS, including some 4,000 directly from 

UNICEF support. In addition, some 881 teachers have also benefited from psychosocial support. Accessibility to 

teachers and learners has been a key challenge to reaching the total numbers in need.   

� As education cluster co-leads, UNICEF and Save the Children continue to coordinate with the Department of 

Education and other education partners for the ongoing response.  

 

Child protection 
� In October, an inter-agency coalition of UN agencies, international and national NGOs and government agencies 

conducted a child protection rapid assessment to identify the most pressing child protection concerns.  Initial 

results suggest that the following are key child protection concerns: children separated from their families and 

primary caregivers who face increased risk to exploitation and violence, the number of child-headed households 

reported and widespread reports of children exhibiting signs of post-traumatic stress. Partners have 

recommended further investment in support to the Department of Social Welfare and Development to identify 

vulnerable children, provide referral to services and further alternate care if needed. Psychosocial interventions 

should urgently be scaled up to meet the needs of all children, in and out of school. The monitoring of displaced 

and host communities should be scaled up and the delivery of essential services boosted. This is increasingly 

important as previously inaccessible areas are now opening up.  

� UNICEF and the regional child protection working group have referred 25 cases of children who are either 

unaccompanied (9), separated (12) or orphaned (4) for appropriate social case work management interventions.  

Eight children have been reunited with immediate caregivers and/or parents.  

� Regional child protection working group members have referred 30 children with special needs to the local social 

welfare bodies to receive much needed support, including wheelchairs and other medical needs.   

� In coordination with the Department of Social Welfare and Development and other communication partners, 

key child protection messages have been broadcast on mass media, reaching 382,162in evacuation centres and 

host communities.  

� To strengthen child protection and the response to gender-based violence a Child Protection / Gender-Based 

Violence (GBV) infographic referral pathway has been developed and disseminated by the Joint Regional CP-

GBV Working Groups. This referral pathway is to aide survivors of GBV to access life-saving interventions.  A 

series of orientations on this were conducted in 32 child-friendly sites attended by mothers and caregivers.  

� Approximately 1,360 mothers and caregivers affected by the Marawi armed conflict were equipped with 

knowledge and skills to support basic psychosocial support and protection guidelines to improve the protection 

of children in evacuation centres and host communities. One notable result reported is that children are always 

accompanied by a trusted adult when using the latrines and bathing.   

� Mine risk education programmes continue to be delivered to children in schools and evacuation centres by a 

UNICEF child protection partner focusing on UXO Risk Education; 5,585 schoolchildren and children in 

evacuation centres have been equipped with knowledge and skills to identify UXO and to make smart choices to 

avoid and report. Further, UXO Risk Education (MRE) Train-the-Trainer courses for 20 Department of Education 

Marawi-based teachers and 18 municipal focal points from the Department of Social Welfare and Development 

have been conducted to increase their knowledge on the dangers of UXO, identification and where to report if 

identified.  

 

Communication for development (C4D) 

� UNICEF has provided technical support to Government and civil society partners on communication for 

development. An estimated 410,000 people (89,589 families) have so far been reached with critical messages on 

sanitation and hygiene and prevention of diarrhoea, psychosocial recovery and Back to School.  

� Critical messages have been broadcasted through four radio stations (EDGE FM, Cool Radio, Radio Prime Illigan 

and DXMS) reaching estimated 300,000 people by radio as well as coordination with the Philippines Information 
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Agency (Government) for dissemination of same messages through TV, print, social media and other radio 

partners.  

� To date, there have been five Communication for Development campaigns, alongside activities to support 

positive behavior change and reduce cases of WASH related diseases. This included coordinated support for 

Religious leaders for Hygiene Promotion workshop to solicit religious leaders support for disseminating WASH 

and Health critical messages.  

Supply and logistics  

UNICEF has a field office, including a warehouse with prepositioned emergency supplies to reach 4,000 families, or 

approximately 20,000 individuals, in Cotabato City. The warehouse is located approximately six hours from the affected 

areas around Marawi City. This has easily facilitated early support to coordination and assessment missions.  

Media and external communication  
Over the past five months of the crisis, UNICEF has regularly reported on the situation of children in Marawi and its 

response. A project signing ceremony formalizing the Government of Japan’s support to children of Marawi through 

UNICEF and WFP was widely covered by the national media. NHK broadcasted an interview on the needs of children; 

and UNICEF with the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) facilitated a documentation mission 

for Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) assistance for the Marawi crisis response.  

 

UNICEF produced human interest stories highlighting the psychosocial needs and support offered to affected children 

through child-friendly spaces; and water and sanitation assistance given to families.   A communication package released 

on social media that included photos, ‘factographs’ and video, reached a large number of social media users and followers. 

A video on what peace means to children in Marawi, released on International Day of Peace, was viewed 81,111 times 

and received 2,510 reactions and shares.   

 

Security 
All areas surrounding Marawi City are now accessible to UN missions, but accessibility to Marawi City remains limited.    

Funding  
 

The table below provides a funding overview as of 9 November for the Marawi response.  : 

Funding requirements  for a period of 6 months (July-December 2017) 

Appeal sector 

 

Requirements 

 

Funds available 
Funding gap 

US$ US$ US$ % 

Nutrition 197,000 222,760 0* 0% 

Health 30,000 30,000 0 0% 

WASH 880,000 1,034,070 0* 0% 

Education 350,000 291,972  58,028 17% 

Child protection 200,000 105,000 95,000 48% 

Programme support 231,980 112,467 119,513 52% 

Total 1,888,980  1,796,269 272,541 14% 
* Thanks to the generous contribution from donors, UNICEF Philippines has achieved its funding requirement for the Nutrition and the WASH sectors, receiving 

US$25,760 and US$154,070, respectively, over the requested amount for the response. 
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Annex A: Summary of programme results 
 

 

Indicators 

 

 

UNICEF target 

 

Total results 

 

Change since last report 
▲▼ 

Nutrition    

Number of mothers/caregivers of  

children aged 0-23 months old with 

access to IYCF counselling for 

appropriate feeding 

5,000 9,087 

 
▲ 

Number of children aged 6-59 

months old screened for acute 

malnutrition 

 

30,000 13,682 

 
▲ 

Percentage of those identified with 

SAM referred to therapeutic care 

services 

 

90% 100%3 

 

Number of children aged 6-59 

months old in the affected areas 

provided with 3-month supply of 

micronutrient powder 

 

30,000 9,9834 

 
▲ 

Health   

Number of children aged 6-59 

months old vaccinated for measles  

 

30,000 5,045 

 

▲ 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 

 
 

 

Number of affected people 

reached with sanitation and 

hygiene promotion activities 

 

65,000 94,2295 

 

 

▲ 

Number of affected people have 

improved access to clean water 

 

 

20,000 18,8416 

 

▲ 

Number of affected individuals 

reached with key sanitation and 

hygiene messages through 

TV/radio broadcasting and 

interpersonal communications 

using already printed materials 

200,000 410,0007 

 

 

▲ 

Education   

Number of children aged 5-17 

years old with access to a safe 

learning environment 

22,7008 31,4009 

 

▲ 

                                                        
3 This represents the referral and treatment of 94 identified SAM cases.  
4 The children will receive supplies monthly for three months 
5 This is the cumulative total individual number of beneficiaries that have benefitted from one or several of the following interventions:  hygiene kits, construction of 

temporary toilets, hygiene promotion sessions, bathing and laundry facilities. 
6 This is the total cumulative individual number of beneficiaries that have benefitted from one or several of the following interventions: water kits, installation of 

water bladders and repair of water sources.  
7 Estimated number of beneficiaries receiving sanitation and hygiene promotion information through mass media, social media or interpersonal communication or 

hygiene sessions including with printed information. Exact numbers being verified.  
8 This number has been adjusted from 60,322 to 22,700 reflecting a target for public school children displaced from Marawi City and three surrounding 

municipalities only. The cost remains the same as our initial ask, noting there are costs to replenish supplies already distributed. 
9 Department of Education Update on Marawi Incident, 14 October 2017. This figure represents a mixture of private and public school children that have been 

displaced.  
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Number of children aged 5-17 

years old provided with learning 

materials and supplies 

 

22,700 5,00010 

 

▲ 

Number of teachers provided with 

psychosocial support and training 

on responding to the needs of 

children in an emergency, and 

emergency preparedness and 

response strategies 

 

1,993 881 

 

 

 

▲ 

Child Protection   

Percentage of unaccompanied, 

separated and orphaned children, 

if identified, provided with support 

by interim care and assisted with 

family tracing and reunification  

 

100% 32%11 

 

 

 

▼ 

Percentage of reported cases of 

GCRV verified and responded to 75% 15%12 

 

▲ 

 

Number of affected individuals 

reached with key psychosocial 

recovery and other child protection 

messages through TV/radio 

broadcasting and interpersonal 

communications using already 

printed materials 

200,000 382,16213 

 

 

▲ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                        
10 While UNICEF has provided supplies for 5,000, our support to coordination has ensured that the target was met with support from other agencies, such as Save 

the Children 
11 25 cases of children who are either unaccompanied (9), separated (12) or orphaned (4) for appropriate social case work management interventions.  Eight children 

have been reunited with immediate caregivers and/or parents. 
12 39 cases of GCRV have been reported, with 6 verified.  
13 This is the estimated number currently reached with key child protection messages being broadcast through local media. 


