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Highlights 
On 23 May 2017, the Government of the Philippines launched a military and 
law enforcement operation in Marawi City, Lanao del Sur province. As of 20 
August, 359,680 individuals have been internally displaced. Children and 
adolescents up to 19 years old make up 57% of those displaced; of these, 
19% are adolescents. Mass evacuations took place as local residents sought 
refuge in safer areas in Marawi City and in the adjacent provinces of Lanao 
del Sur (Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao/ARMM) and Lanao del 
Norte.  
 
 UNICEF is responding and has received contributions both through the 

Central Emergency Response Fund and from the Government of Japan. 
This has secured UNICEF’s initial commitment to provide essential 
support for Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), Education, Health, 
Nutrition and Child Protection emergency programmes.  

 There are no indications that the conflict in Marawi City will end soon. 
Many host communities (housing approximately 90% of the displaced 
population) are still inaccessible to humanitarian organizations due to 
ongoing fighting and general insecurity. Little is known about the needs 
in these communities**. Additional needs will be identified as host 
communities become accessible. Further, any return of Internally 
Displaced People (IDPs) to their original homes will require support. 
UNICEF will have a role in recovery and rehabilitation efforts to ensure 
that children and their families are best accommodated and that their 
essential needs are met.   
 

 As the current situation becomes protracted, there are concerns that 
children will become even more vulnerable because of dwindling family 
resources and prolonged exposure to violence. Children—especially 
adolescents—who suffer from profound stress may become more 
susceptible to recruitment and radicalization by non-state armed 
groups. 

 
 To date, UNICEF through partners has provided 11,990 individuals, 

including children, with improved access to clean water; screened 4,821 
children for malnutrition; and provided safe spaces for play and 
psychosocial support to 8,400 children.  
 

 

 

 

 

23 August 2017  
 

205,018  
# of children and adolescents (18-19 years old) 
affected by the conflict in Marawi City*  
 

359,680 
# total population affected (DROMIC Report 
#86) 
 

UNICEF needs: 

US$1.89 million 
 
Funds available: 
 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Funds received
US$1,400,00 

(74%)

Funding gap
US$670,000 

(35%)

Funding 
requirement 

US$1,890,000 

Thanks to the generous contribution from donors, UNICEF has achieved 
its funding requirement for the Nutrition and WASH sectors receiving 
US$178,000 over the requested amount. 
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Situation overview and humanitarian needs 
Military combat operations continue in Marawi City, with humanitarian actors still having very little direct access to the 
majority of the IDPs accommodated in host communities. Aid delivery continues to be concentrated in accessible areas. 
Restricted movement of IDPs without valid identification has forced affected people to stay where they are, limiting their 
options to access assistance and services.  

A strategy outlining the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) priorities for the humanitarian response has been drafted. 
The strategy adopts a two-phase approach that looks into the unmet humanitarian needs and early recovery. Needs have 
been reported across all humanitarian sectors, but poor sanitation and hygiene remain a key concern in congested 
evacuation centres and in host communities where sanitation practices were already poor prior to the emergency. 
Continued reports of diarrhoea highlight the need for extra vigilance and to scale up the sanitation response and 
providing access to clean water.   

As fighting continues and host communities struggle to share existing resources, the nutrition situation of young children 
in the poorest families is affected by the loss of household income and restricted access to livestock and markets. 
Screening, nutrition surveillance and referral of malnutrition cases, as well as counselling for mothers with young children, 
are immediate priorities.   

The conflict has caused an unprecedented disruption to education for children from Marawi City and surrounding 
municipalities. Fourteen schools in Marawi City have been severely damaged1, directly affecting 8,548 students. Classes 
in 153 public and private schools in Marawi City and in 3 surrounding municipalities were initially suspended, affecting 
some 86,000 school children. Although a government-led ‘Back to School’ campaign has been initiated, tracking public 
and private school learners from Marawi remains a challenge. This is crucial in determining the number of temporary 
learning spaces (TLS) needed to ensure that all children will be accommodated. To date, some 27,673 Marawi City 
learners have been transferred to or temporarily enrolled in schools, with intensive efforts to track the remaining children 
and ensure that they enrol in schools in their temporary displacement locations.2 While the majority of Marawi City 
teachers have been tracked and deployed to augment host schools and to staff classes in TLSs, there are still not enough 

teachers to support the overcrowded classrooms or TLSs.   

Armed conflict and displacement have a negative psychosocial impact on children. This requires a continuation and 
further scale-up of psychosocial recovery actions to mitigate longer-term impacts. There have been unconfirmed reports 
of the recruitment and use of children in armed services. Protection risks to children from ongoing armed clashes in 
civilian residential areas in Marawi City and surrounding areas are a serious concern.  

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The National Response Cluster at the National Emergency Operations Centre in Iligan City has been deactivated. Instead, 
Task Force Bangon Marawi (TFBM), an inter-agency task force, has been established through the issuance of 
Administrative Number Order 3 to lead the repair, reconstruction and rehabilitation of Marawi City and other affected 
areas following the crisis. TFBM is chaired by the Secretary of National Defence. The Secretary of Public Works and 
Highways is the Vice-Chair, with 21 heads of government agencies as members. The TFBM has five sub-committees 
focusing on Reconstruction (Department of Public Works and Housing); Housing (Office of the Cabinet Secretary); 
Health and Social Welfare (the Department of Health and Social Welfare); Business and Livelihood (the Department of 
Trade and Industry); and Peace and Order (Department of the Interior and Local Government). Five support groups have 
also been added to address issues and concerns of the TFBM: Finance and Resource Mobilization (Department of Budget 
and Management and the National Economic and Development Authority); Information and Management and Strategic 
Communication (Presidential Communications Office and the Philippine Information Agency); Legal Support 
(Department of National Defence); and the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process to address social 
reintegration and restorative/peace processes. Humanitarian organizations may attend and participate in TFBM sub-
committees.  

The HCT in Manila and the Mindanao Humanitarian Team meet regularly to discuss the conflict and humanitarian 
response.  

Summary analysis of programme response  
UNICEF was one of the first responders on the ground, providing essential WASH, Education, Child Protection and 
Nutrition services through partners and local government structures, using pre-positioned emergency stocks and 
resources. Staff have been posted in Iligan City since the start of the conflict to assist in immediate relief assistance and 

                                                        
1 Department of Education  Update on Marawi Incident, 8 August 2017 
2 Idem  
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support cluster coordination with government partners in Education, Child Protection, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
and Nutrition.  

Nutrition 

 Nutrition screening continues to identify children who are malnourished, some severely. There is a need to 
further expand nutrition screening in areas currently inaccessible to humanitarian agencies, and to train 
additional health workers on the management of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in children. 

 UNICEF has provided weighing scales and mid-upper arm circumference measuring tapes to screen children for 
acute malnutrition to provincial government and non-government nutrition partners. Thirty health workers were 
provided with anthropometric equipment and tools for infant and young child feeding (IYCF) counselling. This is 
to support the identification and referral of severe cases of malnutrition to medical facilities. To date, 
4,821 children aged 6-59 months have been screened. Forty-five SAM cases were identified and referred either 
to outpatient or inpatient therapeutic care sites where they are managed with ready-to-use therapeutic food. An 
additional 108 children with moderate acute malnutrition were identified and benefitted from IYCF counselling 
received by their caregivers, referral to community kitchens and close follow-up by health staff.  

 In response to reports of powdered milk formula being distributed, UNICEF, through the National Nutrition 
Council, advocated for a formal letter to be issued by the Department of Health to prevent the solicitation or 
distribution of infant formula in evacuation centres, as well as a press release to protect and promote 
breastfeeding. The monitoring and reporting of Milk Code violations in evacuation centers is ongoing. UNICEF 
also delivered 200 breastfeeding kits and flip charts to promote positive IYCF practices in evacuation centres in 
Lanao del Sur, Lanao del Norte and Iligan City. To date, 6,557 caregivers have been sensitized, with 3,026 infants 
aged 0-6 months benefitting from these efforts.  

 Micronutrient supplementation: 4,616 children aged 6-59 months old were given Vitamin A supplements, 6,470 
children aged 6-59 months old were provided with one month’s supply of multiple micronutrient powder, and 
3,298 pregnant and lactating women were given a one-month dose of iron-folic acid tablets. 

 Generally, IDPs in evacuation centres have consistently complained about the availability and variety of foods 
being offered to them. Nothing is known about the nutritional needs or access to food for those displaced in host 
communities3.  

 
Health 

 Although additional routine measles vaccination services were set up by health officials soon after the onset of 
the crisis, mass emergency measles vaccinations have not yet been carried out. A measles campaign is planned 
in Lanao del Sur to prevent a possible measles outbreak. A first orientation for vaccinators will be held on 29-30 
August 2017 in Illigan City. UNICEF and the International Committee of the Red Cross, with the Department of 
Health-ARMM, will conduct a measles mass vaccination campaign with Vitamin A supplementation for children 
6-59 months old in 14 priority municipalities in Lanao del Sur, a province with one of the lowest immunization 
rates in the country. In preparation, UNICEF has provided technical support in the planning of the campaign such 
as sensitization of health care workers and support for transportation stipends to ensure access to hard-to-reach 
barangays (villages) to conduct house-to-house visits. The campaign is planned to commence in September and 
will target 30,000 children.  

 From 27 May to 24 July, 1,131 consultations for diarrheoa took place in 55 health facilities and evacuation 
centres. 4  To enable the Lanao del Sur Provincial Health Office to respond to diarrheoa cases, UNICEF has 
provided two Diarrhoeal Disease Sets containing medicine and supplies for the management of 200 severe and 
800 mild or moderate cases of diarrheoa. The sets have been distributed to four hospitals serving 20 Lanao del 
Sur municipalities hosting displaced populations. 

 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 

 UNICEF has provided 8,755 people (1,751 families) with hygiene kits and 10,830 people (2,166 families) with water 
kits and hygiene promotion sessions, in the provinces of Lanao del Norte (municipalities of Pantao Ragat, Pantar 
and Balo-i, as well as in the City of Iligan) and Lanao del Sur (municipality of Saguiaran). 

 UNICEF has provided 3 water storage bladders and repaired 8 water sources to benefit 4,856 individuals (828 
families) in the municipalities of Pantar, Balo-i and Pantao Ragat in Lanao del Norte, and in the municipality of 
Saguiaran in Lanao del Sur. 

 UNICEF has supported the construction of 241 temporary toilets to improve poor sanitation conditions in 32 
evacuations centres in 6 areas in Lanao del Norte (municipalities of Balo-i, Pantao Ragat, Pantar, Sultan Naga 
Dimaporo and Sapad, as well as the City of Iligan) and 2 areas in Lanao del Sur (municipalities of Saguiaran and 

                                                        
3 Marawi Crisis Needs Assessment for Evacuation Centres, July 28-29, 2017, in 34 of 75 active evacuation centres 
4 QUAD Cluster presentations of DOH 10 and ARMM, 25 July 2017 
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Malabang). These temporary toilets benefitted a total of 19,790 individuals (3,958 families). Also constructed 
were 67 bathing facilities and 6 laundry areas benefitting approximately 1,851 and 1,429 people, respectively. 

 In temporary learning centres, UNICEF supported the construction of 11 portable group handwashing facilities 
benefitting some 1,100 schoolchildren. 

 In coordination with the Department of Health and other communication partners, key messages on sanitation 
and hygiene are being broadcast on mass media, with the aim of reaching 200,000 people. In addition to the 
media broadcast, UNICEF has provided technical support to the WASH cluster hygiene promotion technical 
working group to develop a communication plan for diarrheoa and cholera prevention. WASH cluster 
implementing partners are using this as a guide in conducting hygiene promotion activities in both evacuation 
centres and home-based IDP areas. These efforts are expected to reach an additional 210,457 individuals, 
increasing the total reach of communication messages to 410,457 people (89,589 families).  

 UNICEF provided technical support to the WASH cluster to develop a WASH cluster Strategic Response Plan 
(SRP), including operational plans for Lanao del Norte and Lanao del Sur, and the City of Marawi. Along with 
partners, UNICEF will support the implementation of the operational plans and track progress based on the SRP. 
The SRP will target 55% of the displaced community (approximately 213,810 individuals). UNICEF is continuing 
to provide support for sub-national WASH cluster coordination and information management, both directly and 
through implementing partners.  

Education 
 Efforts to track children who are still not attending school must continue. There is also a need to assess the status 

of early learning classes (day care and other early learning programmes) in affected areas to ensure that the 
youngest children continue their education. To date, the focus in the education sector has been getting 
elementary and secondary school-aged children back to school. Safe spaces in displacement areas provide play, 
recreation and informal early learning activities for children 3 to 5 years old, but the situation of formal early 
leaning needs to be assessed.   

 To boost the tracking of learners who have not enrolled in public schools, UNICEF is proving technical assistance 
to the Department of Education-ARMM to implement a tracking mechanism in communities and evacuation 
centers. It aims to find more learners, know why they are not in school and encourage them to enroll. A recent 
assessment found that a key concern of parents in registering children to host schools are concerns and fears 
about children’s security5. The tool has been pre-tested in the municipality of Saguiaran in Lanao del Norte and 
will be scaled up in the coming weeks.   

 To support government-led ‘Back to School’ efforts, UNICEF has provided 32 tents to be used as temporary 
learning spaces, 17 Early Childhood Development kits for early-age children, 16 recreation kits, 16 school-in-a-
box kits, 12 library kits, 31 teacher’s kits and 250 tarpaulins to help augment the current capacity of host public 
schools in Iligan, Lanao del Norte and Lanao del Sur. To date, 2,485 school children have benefited directly from 
UNICEF-provided supplies. The Department of Education leads in identifying, verifying and deploying these 
supplies to schools needing assistance.      

 Information materials with key messages encouraging parents to enroll their children, and encouraging children 
to go back to school, were developed and are now being printed to be distributed to evacuation centers and host 
communities.    

 As of 3 August 2017, there are 10,229 learners in Region 10 and ARMM who have received psychosocial first aid 
conducted by nurses and guidance counselors from the Department of Education. UNICEF and Save the Children 
are complementing government efforts to reach an additional 6,000 learners with psychosocial support (PSS) 
services.  

 As education cluster co-leads, UNICEF and Save the Children continue to coordinate with the Department of 
Education and other education partners for the ongoing response. Given that the situation is still changing 
regularly, including the availability of data, partners remain vigilant in identifying and raising critical issues and 
needs of displaced learners and teachers.  

 

Child protection 
 On 30 May 2017, a UNICEF statement called for careful military actions to minimize civilian injuries and deaths, 

and highlighted that children should not be engaged as combatants, camp accessories, informants or as human 
shields against government forces. 

 Forty-two child-friendly spaces (CFS) have been established, reaching approximately 8,400 children6. Fourteen 
CFSs are using tents while the remaining 28 are open safe spaces, day care centers and barangay (village) halls. 
Psychosocial recovery activities in CFSs have reached 4,109 children, including adolescents.  

                                                        
5 Marawi Crisis Needs Assessment for Evacuation Centres, 28-29 July 2017, in 34 of 75 active evacuation centers 
6 Based on a predictive estimate of the CFS being accessed by 200 individual children. These 200 individual children will access the CFS multiple times while it is 
established and receive the services offered.  
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 Twenty of the targeted 30 CFS volunteers have been identified and equipped to provide PSS for children and 
adolescents.  

 UNICEF and the Country Task Force for Monitoring and Reporting technical working group in Mindanao have 
documented 39 cases of grave child rights violations (GCRV), out of which three have been verified. Difficulty in 
accessing primary sources for the verification of cases is a challenge due to the level of insecurity and access to 
Marawi City.  

 UNICEF and the regional child protection working group have referred 12 cases of children who are either 
unaccompanied (3), separated (5) or orphaned (4) for appropriate social case work management interventions.  
Regional child protection working group members have also referred 7 children with disabilities to the local social 
welfare bodies to receive much needed support, including wheelchairs.   

 In coordination with the Department of Social Welfare and Development and other communication partners, 
key child protection messages are being broadcast on mass media, reaching some 200,000 people in evacuation 
centres and host communities. A referral pathway on child protection issues has been developed and translated 
in the Maranao language spoken by the affected populations.  

 

Communication for development (C4D) 
Critical emergency messages are being disseminated to affected populations through local radio and television stations. 
Information is also being disseminated through sessions in CFSs, TLSs facilitated by volunteers, school teachers and 
health care providers. UNICEF is focusing its support to reach some 200,000 IDPs and host communities with the 
following key messages: for families to promote good sanitation and hygiene practices to minimize risks of diarrhoea 
and other water-borne diseases;  to help children return to normalcy and recover from psychosocial impacts of the 
emergency; the prevention of mine injuries through mine risk education (in cooperation with a specialized mine risk 
agency); and to ensure all children enrol in a school near their place of displacement. 

More specifically, UNICEF has supported the programme design and co-facilitated the consultative workshop with 
Muslim religious leaders from the Imam League of the Philippines, Ulama Council of the Philippines and Philippine Usrah 
Foundation to raise awareness of and strengthen partnerships with them to promote good sanitation and hygiene 
practices among home-based IDPs, both in host communities and evacuation centres.  

UNICEF continues to coordinate with the communication working group being led by the Philippine Information Agency. 
Particularly, to support the development of appropriate communication interventions and feedback mechanism, 
UNICEF conducted an information, communication and accountability assessment among home-based IDPs in 
evacuation centres. In September, UNICEF will carry out interviews with children to solicit their feedback and views.  

Supply and logistics  

UNICEF has a field office, including a warehouse with prepositioned emergency supplies, in Cotabato City, located 
approximately six hours from the affected areas around Marawi City. This has easily facilitated early support to 
coordination and assessment missions.  

Media and external communication  
As the conflict continues, UNICEF has been reporting on the situation of children and the support being provided by 
UNICEF and its partners. Press releases, human interest stories and photo essays on maternal health, nutrition, 
education, psychosocial support, and hygiene supplies have been produced and profiled in traditional and social media. 
The Representative and Chief of Field Office in Mindanao have both been interviewed by national and international 
media. A press release was issued on the Government of Japan’s assistance to affected children and their families. 
 
Security 
Insecurity and ongoing fighting in the affected areas is hindering assessments and relief responses. Access to Marawi 
City and affected municipalities in Lanao del Sur is open to the Red Cross with some civil society organizations authorized 
by the Armed Forces of the Philippines able to deliver relief. UNICEF is engaging with the Red Cross and local civil society 
organizations to ensure critical health, nutrition, water and sanitation responses for affected populations in these areas. 
Government forces and rescue units are jointly conducting search and rescue operations for trapped civilians remaining 
in the conflict zone while aerial and ground operations continue. To date, UN Security Management System missions to 
Marawi City, including areas around Lake Lanao, remain restricted.  
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Summary analysis of funding needs as of 23 August 2017  
 
The table below identifies UNICEF interventions and cost: 

Funding requirements  for a period of 6 months (July-December 2017) 

Appeal sector 
 

Requirements 
 

Funds available 
Funding gap 

US$ US$ US$ % 

Nutrition* 197,000 222,760 0 0% 

Health  30,000 30,000 0 0% 

WASH*  880,000 1,032,720 0 0% 

Education 350,000 0 350,000 100% 

Child protection 200,000 0 200,000 100% 

Programme support 231,9807 112,000 119,980 52% 

Total 1,888,980 1,397,480 669,980 35% 
* Thanks to the generous contribution from donors, UNICEF Philippines has achieved its funding requirement for the Nutrition and the WASH sector, receiving 

US$25,760 and US$152,720, respectively, over the requested amount for the response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
7 14% of total requirement. Programme support includes operations, logistics and communication needs to support programmes. 

Lotta Sylwander 
Representative  
Philippine Country Office 
Tel: +63 2 901-0100 
Email: lsylwander@unicef.org 

 
 

Zafrin Chowdhury 
Chief, Communication  
Philippine Country Office 
Tel: +63 2 901-0100 
Email: zchowdhury@unicef.org 
 

Verity Rushton 
Emergency Specialist 
Philippine Country Office 
Tel: +63 2 901-0100 
Email: vrushton@unicef.org 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 
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Annex A: Summary of programme results 
 

 
Indicators 

 

 
UNICEF target 

 
Total results 

 
Change since last report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition   

Number of mothers/caregivers of  
children aged 0-23 months old with 
access to IYCF counselling for 
appropriate feeding 

5,000 6,557 

 

Number of children aged 6-59 
months old screened for acute 
malnutrition 
 

30,000 4,821 

 

Percentage of those identified with 
SAM referred to therapeutic care 
services 
 

90% 100%8 

 

Number of children aged 6-59 
months old in the affected areas 
provided with 3-month supply of 
micronutrient powder 
 

30,000 6,4709 

 

Health   

Number of children aged 6-59 
months old vaccinated for measles  

 
30,000 0 

 
 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 
 

 
 

Number of affected people 
reached with sanitation and 
hygiene promotion activities 
 

65,000 25,27510 

 
 

▲ 

Number of affected people have 
improved access to clean water 
 

20,000 11,99011 
 

▲ 

Number of affected individuals 
reached with key sanitation and 
hygiene messages through 
TV/radio broadcasting and 
interpersonal communications 
using already printed materials 

200,000 25,27512 

 
 

▲ 

Education   

Number of children aged 5-17 
years old with access to a safe 
learning environment 

22,70013 27,67314 
 

▲ 

                                                        
8 This represents the referral and treatment of 45 identified SAM cases.  
9 The children will receive supplies monthly for three months 
10 Includes beneficiaries that have benefitted from one or several of the following interventions:  hygiene kits, construction of temporary toilets, hygiene promotion 
sessions, bathing and laundry facilities. 
11 Includes beneficiaries that have benefitted from one or several of the following interventions: water kits, installation of water bladders and repair of water sources.  
12 Includes beneficiaries that have reported receiving sanitation and hygiene promotion information through interpersonal communication or hygiene sessions with 
printed information.  
13 This number has been adjusted from 60,322 to 22,700 noting that many displaced children have been temporarily placed in a structured learning environment. 
The cost remains the same as our initial ask, noting there are costs to replenish supplies already distributed. 
14 Department of Education Update on Marawi Incident, 8 August 2017. This figure represents a mixture of private and public school children that have been 

displaced.  
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Number of children aged 5-17 
years old provided with learning 
materials and supplies 

22,700 2,485 
 

▼15 

Number of teachers provided with 
psychosocial support and training 
on responding to the needs of 
children in an emergency, and 
emergency preparedness and 
response strategies 

1,993 281 

 
 
 

 

Child Protection   

Percentage of unaccompanied, 
separated and orphaned children, 
if identified, provided with support 
by interim care and assisted with 
family tracing and reunification  

100% 100%16 

 

Percentage of reported cases of 
GCRV verified and responded to 

75% 8%17 
 

Number of affected individuals 
reached with key psychosocial 
recovery and other child protection 
messages through TV/radio 
broadcasting and interpersonal 
communications using already 
printed materials 

200,000 200,00018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                        
15 Represents actual numbers reached. The previous Situation Report (July 2017) stated an estimated number of 3,200. 
16 This is based on the identification and referral of 12 cases.  
17 Few reported cases of GCRV have been verified due to the difficulty in accessing primary sources for the verification of cases is a challenge due to the level of 
insecurity and access to Marawi City. 
18 This is the number currently reached with key child protection messages being broadcast through local media. 


