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Highlights 
 

• UNICEF and partners continue to meet on-going humanitarian needs, 

respond to small, localised emergencies and remain prepared to respond 

to requests for humanitarian assistance. UNICEF and partners reached 

more adults and children than planned, providing access to safe water, 

learning materials, safe spaces for learning, Vitamin A supplementation 

and deworming. Reports of Grave Child Rights Violations have been 

identified, verified and responded to. 

• The Government of the Philippines is taking a more independent 

approach to leading and responding to humanitarian needs. The 

humanitarian community is being encouraged to invest in building 

national systems and capacities for humanitarian preparedness, response 

and resilience.  

December 2016  
 

Total affected population: 
3,284,640 
 

Total affected children (under 18): 

1,970,784  

 
Total people reached in 2016: 
80,000 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2016* 

US$ 10,070,000 

 

 UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 

 

 

UNICEF 

UNICEF 

Target 

 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

 

People informed of 

sanitation and safe 

hygiene practises.  

66,000  32,643 

Children provided with 

learning materials and 

supplies 

53,700 34,005 

Children fully covered with 

the Expanded Programme 

on Immunization  

12,000 12,351 

Percent recovery rate for 

children treated for SAM 
>75% 77.3% 

Percent of reported cases 

of GCRV 
75%  82% 

3,500 young people 

demonstrated correct 

knowledge in sexual health 

and HIV  

3,500  4,466 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Carry-

forward, 

$20m

Funding 

Received to 

date,

$166,771

2016 Funds Available
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Mindanao remained unstable in 2016, where 152,380 persons were displaced1 and in need of durable solutions. Causes of 

displacement include conflict, and military operations against terrorist groups aligned with ISIS in the Sulu Archipelago. The 

recruitment of children by armed groups and the use of child soldiers is of particular concern. Drought, aggravated by El Niño 

threatened food security, sustainable agriculture and the availability of clean drinking water. Typhoons caused flooding, 

landslides and catastrophic winds in Luzon destroying livelihoods and forcing school closures.   

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
Before Typhoon Haiyan, all government clusters had Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) cluster counterparts.  Following 

Typhoon Haiyan, the Government introduced a new response cluster structure with 11 response clusters that no longer parallel the 

IASC system. Some clusters retained their sectoral integrity, while others became inactive. UNICEF plays a key role in three of the 

11 clusters. 2 

 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and, at the sub-national level, the Mindanao Humanitarian Team meet regularly. The HCT 

has an Emergency Response Preparedness Working Group that reviews readiness plans, inter-agency emergency stocks, and joint 

needs assessment procedures in consultation with relevant authorities and protocols to manage international humanitarian 

assistance. The HCT has worked together to prepare a contingency plan in the event of a catastrophic typhoon. Currently, IASC 

partners have a high capacity to respond quickly to a sudden, medium scale emergencies.   

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF works in partnership with the Government of the Philippines. The Government is guided by its own National Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Management Plan 2011-2028. Most recently UNICEF supported the Government’s implementation of its 

Roadmap to Address the Impact of El Niño. 

 

UNICEF employed four broad approaches in its 2016 country humanitarian strategy: 1) address ongoing and residual humanitarian 

needs in Typhoon Haiyan affected areas and Mindanao; 2) focus on preparedness and emergency contingency planning including 

the prepositioning of stocks and supplies, and a contingency budget line item in PCA’s that can be activated for immediate 

assessments and relief operations; 3) working with national and local governments on child-focused hazard mapping; integrating 

DRR, resilience building and system strengthening into its humanitarian programmes; and 4) strengthening our internal 

emergency management and coordination (including the revision of the EMT TOR, frequent EMT meetings and an updated 

EWEA). 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme response 
Armed conflict and typhoons have driven our humanitarian response in the second half of 2016. While the Government leads the 

response, prepositioned WASH supplies were mobilized to support small scale displacements in conflict-affected areas, 

communities in Northern Samar impacted by Typhoon Nona (late December 2015), and to a diarrhoea outbreak in Region 8.  

 

Prepositioned emergency education supplies provided direct support to 34,000 children in schools affected by typhoons and 

conflict. The Department of Education is investing in mainstreaming DRR through training and guidance manuals.  

 

There have been 73 reported GCRV, with 82% verified and responded to. The Department of National Defence issued a circular 

on “Child Protection during Armed Conflict Situations”  better protecting children in armed conflict from all six grave child 

rights violations. 

  

UNICEF provided technical assistance to the regional and provincial health offices in ARMM and Zamboanga City to draft nutrition 

action plans focused on the first 1,000 days. UNICEF also contributed to an omnibus Health Emergency Management Policy and 

the finalization of the Nutrition Strategic Plan for Emergencies.   

 

Implementation of the UN-Moro Islamic Liberation Front Action Plan is on track potentially leading to the MILF being delisted in 

2017.  

 

                                                        

1 Protection Cluster: Displacement Dashboard October 2016. 

2 UNICEF continues to support WASH, Nutrition, Education and Child Protection Sub-cluster coordination.   
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Communications for Development (C4D)  
Guidance tools, key messages, and communication products to support C4D planning for, and implementation during, 

emergencies are available for easy and quick reference. A directory of partners who have the capacity to undertake C4D-related 

projects for emergency preparedness and response is updated regularly. Early this year, UNICEF trained young people from 

disaster-prone areas on citizen journalism, encouraging them to report on the situation of children in their communities especially 

during disasters. 

 

With the Department of Health, UNICEF supported a review of IEC materials used by WASH cluster partners, providing 

recommendations on how to harmonise and ensure consistent and prioritised messaging.  

 

Media and External Communication  

Stories and photo essays profiled UNICEF's assistance to schools and communities affected by typhoons. Social media posts on 

child-friendly DRR, climate change mitigation, and WASH and nutrition in emergencies highlighted their importance for children's 

survival. The UNICEF-Cebu Pacific Change for Good partnership, which includes agreements for cargo space and seats for first 

responders, was launched. Empowering young people to express their concerns on climate change through art brought creative 

expressions of dance, song, poetry and artworks during the National Day for Youth in Climate Action, profiled across UNICEF 

Philippines’ social media platforms.  

 

Funding 

Funding Requirements  

Appeal Sector 

    
Funding gap 

Requirements Funds available* 

    $ % 

WASH 2,774,000 2,815,080 -41,080 -1% 

Education 2,902,000 2,874,973 27,027 1% 

Health 1,215,000 1,437,451 -222,451 -18% 

Nutrition 1,579,000 1,332,051 246,949 16% 

Child Protection 1,452,000 1,120,361 331,639 23% 

HIV/AIDS 148,000 17,611 130,389 88% 

Total 10,070,000 9,597,528 472,472 5% 

* ‘Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal ($305,341), as well as carry-forward ($9.2 million) from the previous 

year. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Lotta Sylwander 

Representative  

Philippine Country Office 

Tel: +63 +63 2 901 0177  

Fax: +63 +63 2 901-0195  

Email: lsylwander@unicef.org 

 

Julia Rees 

Deputy Representative  

Philippine Country Office 

Tel: +63 +63 2 901 0177  

Fax: +63 +63 2 901-0195  

Email: jrees@unicef.org 

 

Verity Rushton 

Emergency Specialist  

Philippine Country Office 

Tel: +63 +63 2 901 0177  

Fax: +63 +63 2 901-0195  

Email: vrushton@unicef.org 
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
                                                        

3 Due to the nature of the emergencies safe water supply was supported for a short period only, through the distribution of water kits / disinfection of wells. 

Collaboration with partners facilitated immediate response and greater reach.  

4 Due to type / scale of the emergencies in 2016, limited support from UNICEF was requested. Support was provided mainly for very short displacements and a 

diarrhea outbreak.  

5 The actual count was much lower than the target because we only responded to three emergency responses in 2016, as per the Department of Education’s 

(DepED) request: TY Nona (Melor) support for Masbate and Northern Samar; TLS support to affected learners due to conflict situations in South Upi, Mamasapano, 

and Bayang, Lanao del Sur; support to affected learners in Region 2 and CAR due to TY Lawin (Haima). In addition, the completed construction of a school for 

indigenous children affected by Typhoon Haiyan in 2013 also contributed to the overall result.  

6 The actual count was much lower than the target because we only responded to three emergency responses in 2016, as per DepED’s request: TY Nona (Melor) 

support for Masbate and Northern Samar; TLS support to affected learners due to conflict situations in South Upi, Mamasapano, and Bayang, Lanao del Sur; 

support to affected learners in Region 2 and CAR due to TY Lawin (Haima). 

7 In addition: 588 adolescents had their knowledge and skills strengthened to support peace dialogues and advocacy for peace through the arts, directly reaching, 

183 people; a Facilitators Guide for delivering life skills in Muslim Communities was developed; MILF have begun to identify and disengage children in the military 

structure across all its base commands and Phase 2 of the Children Not Soldiers campaign was launched in July with MILF.  
8 Support provided by the UN Peacebuilding Fund has contributed to UNICEF exceeding the HAC target in terms of access to life skills. However, there has been 

little progress in increasing access to psychosocial support due to lack of funding.  

9 This figure is for Vitamin A supplementation  

10 These figures relate to deworming coverage only in  Lanao del Sur for children 12-59 months 

11 Data as of October 2016. Due to the national and local elections last May and population displacements secondary to security issues, local government and 

implementing partner staff were only able to fully scale up screening, counselling and treatment services during the first and late 3rd quarter. 

12 Project Cooperation Agreements to support the achievement of HAC results are being finalized. It is anticipated, based on the delay that targets may not be fully 

met this year.  
13A delay in the finalization of Project Cooperation Agreements delayed the implementation of activities. Further, anyone below the age of 18 requires parental 

consent before taking an HIV test further compromising young people’s willingness to get tested.  

 
 2016 

Target  
Total Results 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE   

40,000 people with access to safe water through emergency water supply measures and re-establishing safe 

water sources. 
40,000 

 

57,719 3 

66,000 people informed of sanitation and safe hygiene practices 66,000 
 

32,6434 

EDUCATION   

21,492 children accessed safe learning environments 21,492 7,8005 

53,700 children provided with learning materials and supplies 53,700 34,0056 

4,000 adolescents accessed life skills and psychosocial support 4,000 13,78578 

HEALTH   

12,000 children fully covered with the Expanded Programme on Immunization 12,000 12,351 

28,000 children under 5 years received vitamin A and de-worming medication 28,000 
20,5509;  

2591510 

NUTRITION   

45,000 mothers/caregivers accessed infant and young child counselling for appropriate feeding 45,000 18,28911 

1,450 children aged 6 to 59 months admitted to SAM programmes 1,450 87110 

More than 75 per cent recovery rate for children treated for SAM 

 

 

>75% 

77.3% (447 cured out of 

578 discharged) 

CHILD PROTECTION   

75 per cent of reported cases of grave child rights violations verified and responded to 75% 82% 

3,000 communities, partners and stakeholders educated and informed on child rights and child protection 3,000 9,085 

12,000 conflict-affected and displaced children provided with psychosocial support 12,000 4,075 

HIV and AIDS12   

3,500 young people demonstrated correct knowledge in sexual health and HIV 3,500 4,466 

1,000 young people aged 15-24 who access commodities including condoms, lubricant and contraception 1,000 

87 Family Planning 

Commodities (female) 

and 1,213 given condoms 

(males) 

1,000 young people aged 15-24 who access STI/HIV testing 1,000 42313 


