
UNICEF PACIFIC SITUATION REPORT             June 2016 

 

 

 Pacific 
Humanitarian 

Situation 
Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Funds 

received 

to date:

$8.4 M

Funding 

gap:

$1.2M

2016 Funding 

requirement:

$$$12 M

Carry-

forward 

amount:

$ 2.3 M

2016 Funds Available

Highlights 
Cyclone Winston struck Fiji in early 2016; it was the strongest cyclone to 

ever make land fall in the South Pacific, and affected more than half of the 

country. The impact of this cyclone, subsequent storms and in other 

countries, drought, continues to be felt directly by children through greatly 

reduced food availability, damages to water and sanitation systems, and 

damages to schools and health centres. UNICEF Pacific responded 

immediately with pre-positioned supplies in multiple locations, and 

technical assistance in all sectors, while simultaneously continuing a multi-

country El Niño drought response elsewhere. 

The Nutrition response for El Niño/La Niña remains underfunded with only 

75% of its humanitarian funding needs met.  This means that UNICEF 

would be unable to meet the needs of more than 6,000 children for 

micronutrients supplementation and of their caregivers for infant and 

young child feeding counselling. 

The limited capacity and high expense to reach remote and inaccessible 

atolls and island communities with minimal external communication and 

only periodic resupply or outreach of government pose the biggest 

challenge to the humanitarian response. 
 

423,000 Pacific Island  

children affected, out of  

1.24 million people affected 

 

As of 15 July 2016 in Fiji 

33,000 children benefiting from teaching 

and learning materials 

23,000+ people reached through mobile 

health outreach activities 

10,860 children reached through the ‘Just 

Play Emergency Programme’ 

17,000 people issued with replacement 

birth certificates 

140,000+ people sent disaster readiness, 

disaster response and recovery 

messages via SMS messages  

 

 

UNICEF 

 

Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results  

 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results 

Emergency-affected population 

with access to safe water 

 

50,000 11,617 250,000 199,936 

Children with access to quality 

education, including through 

temporary learning spaces 

 

30,500 33,384 

 

60,180  

 

36,595 

Children aged 6-59 months 

receiving micronutrient 

supplementation 

 

24,000 693 24,000 2,682 

Children provided access to  

psychosocial support 

 

60,000 40,962 50,000 46,741 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

*Funds available includes funding received for 

the current appeal year as well as the carry-

forward from the previous year.  
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

In 2015-2016, El Niño caused severe rainfall shortages in Fiji, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu. Recent 

rainfall has eased the situation in some places, but the well-being of rural Pacific families remains fragile. Diarrhoeal, 

respiratory and mosquito-borne disease incidence has increased, along with malnutrition. Fiji was also hit by two Cyclones. 

Category 5 Winston affected 540,400 people (62% of the population). The worst affected families are those who endured 

drought, then Cyclone Winston and then Cyclone Zena. The Fijian Government placed the total cost of damages from TC 

Winston at US$1.4 billion (one third of annual GDP). 

 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on figures from Fiji PDNA TC Winston, 13 May 2016  and Asia-Pacific Region: Overview of El Niño Impact and Response, 

June 2016, OCHA) 

 

Start of humanitarian response:  20 February 2016 for Winston; ongoing since 2015 in some PICs for El Niño 

 

 
 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 

 

Winston 540,400 275,604 264,796 

El Niño 700,000 343,000 357,000 

Children Affected (Under 18) 

 

Winston 185,357 94,532 91,005 

El Niño 238,000 116,620 121,380 

Children Under Five 

 

Winston 55,931 27,406 28,525 

El Niño 72,450 35,500 36,950 

Pregnant women 

 

Winston 15,672 n/a 15,672 

El Niño 20,300 n/a 20,300 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

Disaster Management structures in Pacific Island countries include national and sub-national offices that lead and 

coordinate emergency preparedness and response. Resource availability and capacity levels are variable. The Fiji 

Government also has a well organised police and military trained for emergency response, while all countries have stand-

by assistance arrangements with neighbouring Pacific countries, including France, Australian, New Zealand and the USA.  

Disaster Management Acts, Plans and Procedures are in place although they need review and updating in some countries.  

The Pacific Humanitarian Team, a Pacific regional partnership, coordinates support for disaster risk resilience and disaster 

response in all Pacific island countries. Fiji’s response to Cyclone Winston included activation of a Government-led 

Humanitarian Clusters system, which partners including UNICEF are supporting. National and state governments have led 

and coordinated the response to El Niño drought in the Republic of Marshall Islands (RMI), Federated States of Micronesia 

(FSM), Palau and Vanuatu, with some support from international humanitarian agencies, including UNICEF.   

  

Humanitarian Strategy 

UNICEF Pacific’s humanitarian strategy includes preparedness, coordination and response, and aims to build resilience as 

well as meet the emergency needs of children. Government leadership is respected in every country, and partnership is 

further coordinated through membership in the Pacific Humanitarian Team (Members include UN agencies, bilateral 

partners, NGOs and governments’ disaster management offices). The 2016 humanitarian strategy began with 

preparedness and response to El Niño in 2015. Sectors covered are water, sanitation and hygiene; early and primary 

education; maternal, child health and nutrition; and child protection. 

 

UNICEF’s approach and principles of engagement are: 

• Support to national coordination, information management and reporting 

• Provision of humanitarian assistance guided by assessments and Cluster priorities 

• Accountability to and participation by affected people and partners 

• Reaching and advocating for the most vulnerable and underserved; with particular attention to gender equity.  

• Transitions to early recovery and recovery with flexibility to continue relief assistance where needed. 
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Summary Analysis of Programme response 

Education 
UNICEF supports coordination of Education Clusters. In Fiji, more than 33,000 school children and 400 schools received 

emergency school supplies and 4,700 students receive a daily meal. Around 30,000 Fijian students and 1,800 teachers 

received psycho-social first aid. Children’s books and a caregiver guide help children cope and adjust. The Fiji Education 

cluster has also decided to reduce their targets to only the most in need instead of all affected students. 

 

Child Protection 
40,900 Fijian children received counselling; 10,800 children participated in a ‘Just Play’ programme.  More than 17,000 

lost or destroyed birth certificates were replaced.  The increased target adds those from Education and Health which are 

also doing psychosocial support activities.  

Child protection systems are being strengthened in the Republic of Marshall Islands, including identifying and monitoring 

vulnerable children whose parents were obliged to migrate off island to seek work.   

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
UNICEF supports Coordination of WASH Clusters.  Cluster partners in Fiji provided nearly 200,000 people with safe water 

and around 65,000 people with WASH kits. 21,000 children at 110 schools received school WASH kits. UNICEF’s partners 

restored school water and toilets, helping 11,200 children and 200 teachers in 64 schools. 

 

Fresh water was delivered to 5,298 people on the Shepherds Islands in Vanuatu for five months, and WASH supplies were 

distributed in Samoa after Cyclone Amos. 

 

Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF is rebuilding the vaccine cold chain system destroyed by Cyclone Winston in Fiji.  More than 23,000 people in 120 

remote villages were reached by mobile health care teams. UNICEF also provided information management support, 

technical assistance, and health and nutrition supplies, including 20,000 doses of typhoid vaccine.  

 

A nutrition specialist is supporting the Federated States of Micronesia to prevent, screen, refer and treat malnutrition.  

 

Assessments, Monitoring and Evaluation 
UNICEF contributed to assessments and ongoing monitoring in Fiji, Vanuatu, RMI and FSM.  After Action Reviews have 

begun in Fiji.  
 

 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
In Fiji, UNICEF disseminated messages on handwashing, boiling water, destroying mosquito breeding sites, rubbish 

disposal, nutrition, child protection, and family planning through radio broadcasts, mobile text messages, print materials 

and interpersonal communication. More than 12,500 radio public service announcements were broadcast in English, i-

Taukei and Hindi languages and text messages were sent to more than 140,000 people. UNICEF is providing technical 

support to Fiji for adaptation of U-Report, a confidential, community participation tool using mobile phone technology.  

 

Supply and Logistics 

UNICEF Pacific mobilised a total value of US$3.7 million for emergency supplies, of which 94% were for TC Winston 

response. UNICEF Pacific added a new temperature controlled warehouse in Fiji and is in the process of procuring two 

20 foot container vans in Solomon Islands to significantly expand storage capacity for supplies for ongoing emergency 

and for pre-positioned contingency stock.  UNICEF Pacific is also providing logistics support, including temporary 

warehousing and freight forwarding services, to the Government of Fiji to accelerate delivery of supplies to affected 

communities. Contingency supplies were placed, used and are being replenished in Fiji, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, 

Kiribati and Samoa.  
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Media and External Communication 

UNICEF works closely with the UN Communications Partnership Group, Public Information Working Group and the 

Ministry of Communication and IT to ensure alignment of messaging and joint advocacy where needed.  In Fiji, twenty 

communications field missions have been deployed to outer islands and affected areas of Viti Levu.  Across all sectors, 

UNICEF has communicated the humanitarian situation, needs, feelings, actions, strengths and recovery ideas of children 

and their families and other vulnerable people, to humanitarian actors on UNICEF social media platforms such as Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram.  

 
Security 
According to UNDSS, the security level in the affected areas is between minimal (level 1) to low (level 2).  There have 

been no significant security related incidents, except for petty theft and reports of credit card fraud.  Security risks to 

staff are more because of exposure to natural hazards such as earthquakes, cyclones and vector-borne diseases 

(dengue, Zika). 

 

Funding  
Funding Requirements (as defined in Revised Humanitarian Appeal of 01/04/2016 for a period of 12 months 

Appeal Sector 

 

Requirements 

 

Funds available* 
Funding gap 

  $ % 

WASH 4,284,000 3,637,530 646,470 15% 

Education 3,264,585 3,264,585 0 0% 

Health 1,798,019 1,711,894 86,125 5% 

Nutrition 1,308,880 1,180,000 128,880 10% 

Child Protection 815,800 780,000 35,800 4% 

Cluster Coordination 600,000 250,000 350,000 58% 

Total 12,071,284 10,824,009 1,247,275 10% 

* Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  

 
UNICEF Pacific: http://www.unicef.org/pacificislands/ 

UNICEF Pacific Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/likeunicefpacific/ 

UNICEF Pacific Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Sheldon Yett 

Representative  

UNICEF Pacific 

Tel: +679 323 6135 

Email: syett@unicef.org  

 

 

Vathinee Jitjaturunt 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Pacific 

Tel: +679 330 0439 

Email: vjitjaturunt@unicef.org 

 

 

 


