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An entire district of Niamey (Gaweye area) affected by floods and facing major damages  

 

Highlights  
 
1) Further to heavy rainfalls amid an above-average rainy season, severe and extensive flooding 

is affecting over 340,000 persons in all regions of the country, including the capital city of 
Niamey. 46 people are believed to have lost their lives due to floods. Emergency relief 
operations are ongoing.  

2) On Week 32 (6 to 12 August 2012), admissions to therapeutic feeding centres have reached 
unprecedented levels since the beginning of the year. As of 12 August, 201,745 under-five 
children have been admitted to therapeutic feeding centres for severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM), while another 272,018 have been receiving treatment for moderate acute malnutrition 
(MAM).   

3) Provisional figures from the national nutrition survey (with SMART methods) of July 2012 
reveal a global acute malnutrition rate in children 6-59 months of 14.8 percent nationwide. Out 
of eight regions in the country, four exceed the WHO emergency threshold of 15 percent. 

4) The cholera epidemic continues to spread: a cumulative total of 3530 cases and 75 deaths 
since the beginning of the year with a case fatality rate of 2.1 percent.  

5) The deterioration of the security situation in northern Mali is resulting in a constant flow of 
refugees to Niger, the number of officially recorded refugees has now reached a total of 
56,100 in refugee camps and other sites close to the Malian border.  

6) As of 19 August 2012, 1,182,191 cases of malaria have been registered. With the rainy 

season at its peak, numbers may increase and might reach the 2010 level of more than 3 

million cases. UNICEF has already supplied 1,400,000 of long lasting insecticide impregnated 

mosquito nets (LLIN); 600,000 are in stock and 1,100,000 are in the pipeline.   

7) In the food security sector, in August, the humanitarian response has been intense: targeted 
food distributions of 40,000 tons of cereals to almost 2.5 million highly vulnerable families 
(WFP, Government) equivalent to 352,860 households; unconditional cash transfers to almost 
1 million households (WFP, UNICEF, NGOs); massive blanket supplementary feeding aiming 
at 712,673 children aged 6-23 months and 237,089 lactating women.  

8) The rainy season is now well underway and giving hope for good harvests in the coming 
months. Fresh grazing land for livestock is starting to alleviate food insecurity among herders 
and nomads. However, the excess of rainfalls is also a threat.  
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

 

 With the progression of the rainy season, heavy rainfall has led to flooding in many parts of the 

country (see table on floods in the WASH section). Government and OCHA reports indicate that, 

as of 23 August 2012, some 346,000 people (49,000 households) have been affected. At least 46 

people have died and over 110,000 left homeless. The region of Dosso recorded extensive 

damages to villages, crops and infrastructure. In Niamey, entire neighbourhoods are under water, 

due to an unprecedented overflow of the Niger River. Needs assessments are ongoing.  

Immediate relief assistance has been provided by government, UN agencies and NGOs. UNICEF 

delivered non-food items, including family kits, hygiene kits and shelter materials to 4,216 

families. From its pre-positioned stock, UNICEF Niger will be able to assist another 3,000 

households, whilst additional essential supplies are being ordered. Emergency funds already 

available are being redirected and a funding proposal will be submitted to the Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF). More funding is needed to ensure humanitarian assistance to flood 

victims in the coming months, to rehabilitate schools destroyed or damaged by flooding, to 

provide shelter to homeless families and to replenish emergency stocks.    

 

 Preliminary results from the National Nutrition Survey carried out by the National Institute of 

Statistics in July found the global acute malnutrition (GAM) prevalence in children aged 6-59 

months at 14.8%, close to the WHO emergency threshold of 15%. This national GAM rate falls 

between the high of 16.7% recorded during the food and nutrition crisis of 2010 and the low of 

12.3% measured in 2011. As expected, the age group 6-23 months is the most severely affected, 

with a GAM prevalence of 22.9% and a SAM prevalence of 5.3%. Four regions are above the 

15% threshold: Maradi, Zinder, Tillaberi and Diffa. The full results will be published in the next 

sitrep.      

 

 The findings of the National Nutrition Survey are consistent with the high number of SAM cases 

admitted to the national network of therapeutic feeding centres (898 CRENI and CRENAS). As of 

week 32 (ending 12 August), a total of 201,745 under-five children with SAM received treatment. 

Since mid-April, admissions averaged over 1000 per day. Sufficient RUTF supplies have been 

procured until the end of the year.  Over the same period, 272,018 cases of MAM have been 

treated in 1,145 supplementary feeding centres (CRENAM). At the same time, the blanket 

supplementary feeding programme is providing monthly rations to 712,673 children aged 6-23 

months and 237,089 lactating women with children aged 0-6 months.  

Household food security is been reinforced through targeted general food distributions, 

unconditional cash transfer programmes, and subsidized cereal sales. In August, a total amount 

of almost 40,000 tons of food and US$8.5 million in cash transfers is being distributed to over 3.4 

million persons.  

 

 Epidemiological surveillance indicates the persistence of the cholera epidemic in Tillaberi region. 

As of 19 August, 3,530 cases were reported in Niger, with a case fatality rate of 2.1%. In one 

month, 616 new cases were recorded. The current floods may worsen the situation. A joint 

response plan has been developed and fundraising activities are underway. 

 

 As of 24 August, 56,100 refugees fleeing Mali have been registered in Niger. In agreement with 

UNHCR, UNICEF will develop and implement an operational strategy to secure basic education 

for refugee children. Preparations for the 2012-2013 school year have started and seed funding 

have been secured.  

 

 A Back to School campaign, to be launched in September, is aiming at both boosting school 

enrolment countrywide and at fostering schooling for those children who dropped out due to the 

nutrition crisis and other disasters.  
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 Due to flooding, schools are occupied by displaced people. With the support of partners, the 

government is actively seeking solutions to provide shelter to homeless families to ensure that 

schools will be available to welcome children back to school. In Niamey, 13 schools have been 

swamped and 55 schools are used as shelter by affected families.   

 

 

Estimated Affected Population  (Estimates based on the Household Survey on Vulnerability to Food Insecurity, 
(DNGPC-SAP, November 2011) 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 6,421,934 3,146,748 3,275,186 

Children Affected (Under 18) as a proportion of Total Affected 
Population 

3,660,502 1,793,646 1,866,856 

Children 6 to 59 months 1,083,187 563,933 519,254 

Children 6 to 23 months 712,888 349,315 363,573 

Pregnant women treated for MAM 97,067 -- 97,067 

Estimated annual caseload of SAM (severe acute malnutrition in 
under-5 children)  

393,737 219,208 174,529 

Estimated annual caseload of MAM (moderate acute malnutrition in 
under-5 children)  

689,450 344,725 344,725 

Total Displaced Population (refugees and returnees from Mali) 56,100
1
 25,806 30,294 

  

 

Inter-Agency Collaboration and Partnerships 

 

 With OCHA support and under the leadership of the Humanitarian Coordinator, the Humanitarian 

Country Team (HCT) is ensuring an effective coordination of emergency and relief interventions 

to respond to the various challenges Niger is facing at the same time: the food and nutrition crisis, 

the continuous influx of Malian refugees, cholera outbreaks and extensive flooding.  

 

 The Cluster System continues to provide a solid platform for sectoral coordination among 

government, UN Agencies, NGOs and donors, through regular meetings and working groups, 

including at sub-national level. A large number of national and international NGOs participate in 

the response and regularly attend cluster meetings, as well as monthly information meetings and 

field missions organized by OCHA. Extensive sharing of information is ensured through a 

constant flow of emails, field reports and information bulletins.  

 

 To complement the existing national mechanism for prevention and management of food and 

nutrition crises (DNPGCA), the Government has established a new Cell for Humanitarian 

Coordination (CCH) within the Prime Minister’s cabinet, in charge of non-food-related 

emergencies and disasters.  

 

 On 23 August, the Prime Minister convened a CMC meeting (Comité Mixte de Concertation) with 

ambassadors, donors, UN heads of agency, ministers and government institutions to inform about 

the disaster caused by floods and to launch an appeal to the international community.   

                                                      
1Source: UNHCR – http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation 

http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation
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 Within this overall coordination and partnership framework, UNICEF maintains a day-to-day 

collaboration with WFP and FAO on nutrition and food security, with WHO on health-related 

issues, with UNHCR on refugee issues, with UNDP on early recovery and resilience and with 

OCHA in coordination and information management. Cooperation agreements with NGOs are an 

essential part of the delivery of UNICEF’s humanitarian assistance in Niger, and complement 

what is directly executed with government partners.  
  

Programme response  

 

Nutrition 

 

Estimated # / % coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Annual 
Target  

Cumulative 
results ( #) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Annual 
Target 

Cumulative 
results ( #) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Children <5 with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition admitted to  
therapeutic  care 

393,737 215,768 55% 393,737 215,768 55% 

All children <5  with Severe 
Acute Malnutrition discharged 393,737 202,101 51% 393,737 202,101 51% 

Children <5  with Severe 
Acute Malnutrition discharged 
recovered 

354,363 172,783 

 

49% 354,363 172,783 

 

49% 

Number of health centres with 
SAM treatment NA 898 NA NA 898 NA 

Children <5 with Severe Acute 
Malnutrition with 
complications admitted to  
therapeutic  care 

60,000 24,541 41% 60,000 24,541 41% 

 List of UNICEF Operational Partners:   MoH, WHO, WFP, Save the Children, MSF (Belgium, Switzerland, 

Spain), CONCERN, World Vision, ACH, COOPI, CRF, Alima/Befen, Forsani, Help 

 

UNICEF and Partners’ Programming 

 

 Preliminary results from the July 2012 National Nutrition Survey revealed the following: 

o GAM prevalence, children 6-59 months: 14.8%; children 6-23 months: 22.9% 

o SAM prevalence, children 6-59 months: 3%; children 6-23 months: 5.3% 

o Four regions are above the WHO emergency threshold: Maradi, Zinder, Tillaberi and Diffa. 

 

 Admissions to therapeutic feeding centres are at their highest. An average of 8,000 weekly 

admissions has been recorded in weeks 30, 31 and 32. From the beginning of the year, a 

cumulative number of 201,745 under-five children have been admitted for treatment (as of 12 

August 2012). The death rate among children receiving SAM treatment remains below 2%. The 

pipeline of RUTF provided by UNICEF through local (Plumpy Nut) and offshore procurements (F-

75 and F-100 therapeutic formulas) has been secured until the end of the year.  

 

 The second round of cash distribution supported by UNICEF and implemented by CARE will take 

place from 30 August to 2 September 2012 in four municipalities of Tahoua region, in the 

departments of llela and Bagaroua. This unconditional cash transfer programme targets 15,000 

severely food-insecure families with children under the age of two and pregnant and lactating 

women. Funding is ensured by the governments of the Netherlands, Sweden and USA. 

 

 The following graph from the Scaling-up Nutrition Information System presents trends and levels 

of weekly admissions and comparisons to previous years. 
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Severe Acute Malnutrition – Weekly admissions to Inpatient and Outpatient treatment as of 

12 August 20122  

 

 
 
 

WASH 
 

Over the month of August, the WASH Cluster and UNICEF have mainly focused on cholera and 

floods. 

Data collection on Wash in Nut is underway. Further information will be available in September.   

 

 Cholera:  

o In coordination with the Health Cluster, WHO and the Ministry of Health, medicines and water 

purification tablets have been provided to the affected population in outbreak areas, along 

with sensitization campaigns and health education messages. Within the WASH Cluster, 

common IEC materials and a joint response strategy have been prepared and agreed upon. 

 

o No new cases have been reported in refugee camps, due also to intense preventative 

activities and the improvement of water, sanitation and hygiene services in the camps. 

UNICEF has concluded the implementation of a WASH programme for refugees in the 

Tahoua region, funded by CERF, mainly focused on provision of safe water to host 

communities and informal refugee sites for nomadic populations.  

 

o UNICEF, WHO and UNHCR have prepared and submitted a funding proposal to the CERF, 

combining health and WASH interventions against cholera, including in refugee camps. 

  

o As shown in the following table, new cases have mostly been confined to Tillaberi region. 

However, it is feared that the abundant rainfalls and flooding could trigger new outbreaks in 

other endemic areas of the country.  

 

 

 

                                                      
2
 Source: Scaling up report, Ministry of Health, UNICEF, 22 August 2012 
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Cholera cases, as of 19 August 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly evolution of cases and deaths in Niger, as of 19 August 2012 

 

 
 

 

 Floods:  

The abundant rainfalls of the 2012 rainy season have given hope for good harvests and improved 

food security, but they are also creating havoc for thousands of families, villages and neighbourhoods 

across the country. The following table summarises the provisional data released by the government 

and OCHA on 23 August:   

 

 

Region Floods Victims # of deaths Houses 

Destroyed Families People 

Maradi 1,084 7,588 22 885 

Tahoua 780 5,460 1 618 

Zinder 1,885 13,195 5 343 

Dosso 9,548 66,836 3 10,071 

Diffa 495 3,465 2 509 

Agadez 5,435 38,045 6 535 

Tillabéri 23,871 167,097 2 227 

Niamey 6,317 44,219 5 2,769 

Total 49,415 345,905 46 15,975 
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SEMAINES EPIDEMIOLOGIQUES 

CAS
2012

Affected Regions  Current Week (33) 

 

Cumulative Cases 

# of 

cases 

Related 

deaths 

CFR # of 

cases 

Related 

deaths 

CFR 

Tillaberi 105 4 3.8% 3511 70 2% 

Niamey 2  0% 7 1 14% 

Dosso    6 3 50% 

Maradi     6 1 17% 

TOTAL 107 4 3.8% 3530 75 2.1% 



 
 
UNICEF Niger, Monthly Humanitarian Situation Report, August 2012 

                                                Page 7 

 The response by government, UN agencies and NGOs has been immediate. UNICEF mobilized 

its pre-positioned stocks of non-food items (NFI) such as blankets, mats, impregnated mosquito 

nets, water containers, household kits, soap and water purification tablets. These items were 

delivered within 48 hours from the occurrence of the flooding and have so far provided relief to 

216 families in Tahoua (Tillia), to 1,000 families in Dosso and to 3,000 families in Niamey. So far, 

approximately 29,500 people have been reached. UNICEF available stock of NFI can cover the 

needs of an additional 3,000 families and will be distributed in the coming days. However, there 

are still unmet needs. Appropriate targeting is a major challenge, as not all affected persons need 

all items, and priority must be given to those who have been made homeless. In Dosso, UNICEF 

will work with Plan Niger, and in Niamey, with OXFAM to address the needs of those affected. 

 

 Infrastructure damage may also prove to be extensive, including damage to schools, health 

centres, and WASH facilities. In all affected sites, schools are being used as shelter for homeless 

families. In view of the new school year due to start in October, alternative solutions need to be 

found as soon as possible.   

 

 Needs assessments organized by OCHA are currently taking place in Tilaberi region, the most 

recently affected. UNICEF, WHO and UNDP are preparing a CERF proposal to secure funding for 

additional NFIs, health supplies and early recovery interventions. 

 

Health 
 

Estimated #/% coverage 
UNICEF & operational partners 

UNICEF Target 
Cumulative results 

( #) 
% of Target 
Achieved 

Children <5 receiving measles vaccination* 4,068 2,928 72% 

Families receiving 2 ITNs* 5,456 4,092 75% 

UNICEF Operational Partners:  MoH, WHO, MSF (Belgium, Spain, Switzerland), Concern, Save the Children, 

Alima/Befen, Help  

* Refugees camp of Mangaize, Ayorou and Abala 

 

UNICEF and Partners’ Programming  
 

 August routine immunization sessions are currently being implemented in refugee camps. 

Updated routine immunization data will soon be available. 

 Epidemiological reports released by the Ministry of Health for week 33 (13 to 19 August) including 

cumulative data from 01/01/2012 to 19/08/2012 indicate the following: 

o Meningitis: 252 cases, 44 deaths representing a fatality rate of 17.46% 

o Measles: 1,503 cases suspected, 5 deaths representing a fatality rate of 0.33%. 

o Cholera: 3,530 cases (compared to 1,023 in 2011), 75 deaths, case fatality rate 2.12%. 

 

 As of 19 August 2012, 1,182,191 cases of malaria have been reported against 1,045,131 in 2011. 

With the rainy season as its peak, numbers may increase and might reach the 2010 level of more 

than 3 million cases. This is also likely to produce a negative impact on the already difficult 

nutritional status of thousands of children.  UNICEF has already supplied 1.4 million of long 

lasting insecticide impregnated mosquito nets (LLIN); 600,000 are in stock and 1,100,000 are in 

the pipeline.  
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Child Protection 
 

Estimated #/% coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulativ
e results ( 

#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulativ
e results ( 

#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Children with safe access to 

community spaces for 

socializing, play, learning 

10,000 2616 26.16% 10,000 2616 26.16% 

UNICEF Operational Partners:   Save the Children, Ministry of Population, Promotion of Women and Protection 

of Children, Islamic Relief, Plan Niger, World Vision, Help 

 

UNICEF and Partners’ Programming  

 

 A task force was set up to strengthen the capacity of partners to identify and support separated 

and unaccompanied children.  The task force will clarify roles and responsibilities in the response 

mechanism to ensure that interventions are well coordinated at regional level. 

 To improve identifying and reporting cases of separated and unaccompanied children and follow 

up actions, data collection tools were developed and approved by Cluster members for use by all 

partners to facilitate data collection and harmonization.  

 Child Protection in Emergency training was provided to protection Cluster members and 

government technical personnel with a focus on separated and unaccompanied children as well 

as children associated with armed forces.   

 Distributions of clothes were conducted in the camps of Mangaize, Abala and Ayorou targeting 

mainly  separated and unaccompanied children as well as most vulnerable women and families 

 Recreational and psychosocial kits were distributed in Mangaize, Abala and Ayorou. 

 Child-friendly spaces were constructed in Abala and Ayorou camps to guarantee protection from 

wind, heat and rain as well as improving security for the children.  

 Psychosocial activities are being implemented in 5 CRENIS in the region of Zinder to support 

severe malnourished children and women.  

 

Education 
 

UNICEF and Partners’ Programming 

 

 Further to the agreement reached with UNHCR, UNICEF will assume the responsibility to 

develop and implement an operational strategy to secure basic education to the largest 

possible number of refugee children. Preparations for the 2012-2013 school year have 

started. Seed funding has been secured by reprogramming un-earmarked emergency 

contributions received during the year.  

 Schooling for refugee children will be activated in coordination with the Ministry of Education 

and in partnership with OXFAM in Abala camp, with Plan Niger in Ayorou and Mangaize 

camps, and with CRS in host communities in Abala.  

 Alternative and informal education programmes have been integrated into the national plan to 

benefit children and adolescent who have never been in school in Mali.  

 Cluster partners are already organizing catch-up classes in Mangaize and Ayorou camps 

during the school break.  More than 900 refugee or returnee children have signed up.   

 Assisted by the Education Cluster, the Ministry of Education is organizing a broad national 

Back to School campaign to be launched in September, before school reopens. UNICEF is 

providing technical and financial support. The aim is both to boost school enrolment 
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countrywide and to foster the return to school of those children who dropped out owing to the 

food crisis and other disasters. 

 Due to flooding, in all affected sites, schools are being used as shelter for homeless families. 

In view of the new school year due to start in October, alternative solutions need to be found 

as soon as possible.   

 

HIV/AIDS 

 

Estimated #/% coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulativ
e results # 

Cumulativ
e results 
as % of 
target 

HIV positive pregnant women continuing to receive ARVs for 
PMTCT 

11,900 2,880 24% 

Children under 15 who continue to receive ART 1,900 460 24% 

UNICEF Operational Partners:  Solthis, UNFPA, World Bank, WHO, UNAIDS 

 

UNICEF and partners’ programming 
 

 Niger has an estimated prevalence of HIV infection of 0.8%. The emergency response is included 

in the HIV National Strategic Framework, targeting 80% of pregnant women and 60% of affected 

children. Consequently, the data reported above refers to the entire country.   

 The incremental risks linked to the current situation of refugee/returnee families are being 

addressed by specialized NGO and supported by UNFPA (counselling, screening, care).   

 

Supply and Logistics 

 
 Since January 2012, UNICEF has ordered a total of US$19 million of emergency supplies, of 

which 91% for the nutrition response.  Of these, US$10.8 million have been received, and US$ 

8.2 million delivered to partners and beneficiaries. 

 US$1.9 million has been delivered to partners since last report; 95% are nutritional supplies.  
 

Human Resources  

 
 Although implementation of the regular programme is progressing as planned, all staff of 

UNICEF Country Office are participating in the emergency response. In particular, 51 staff 

members and 20 other technical officers in surge capacity are directly mobilized.  

 Three stand-by partners are engaged to support coordination of the WASH and the Protection 

Clusters. 

 Two surge positions (Nutrition Officer and Education Cluster Coordinator) are still vacant due to 

difficulties in finding suitable French speaking candidates.  

 Two consultants (SSA) are under recruitment to support the Education section (for education for 

refugees) and two others for C4D activities. A national Education Officer from UNICEF DR 

Congo has been deployed at the end of August to support the Back to School campaign.   
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Funding as of 23 August 2012 

 

Funding Requirements 

Appeal Sector 

Requirements 
(as per HAU 
June 2012 

Funds received 
Funding gap 

 

  $ % 

NUTRITION  31,439,921         26,155,288 5,284,633 17% 

HEALTH 2,835,500           2,579,116 256,384 9% 

WASH 3,343,460           2,856,950 486,510 15% 

EDUCATION 1,500,000 1,545,000  -45,000 0% 

CHILD PROTECTION 556,400 933,261 -376,861 0% 

TOTAL 39,675,281 34,069,615 5,605,666 14% 

 

 

UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to all public and private donors for the 

contributions and pledges received, which have made the current response possible. UNICEF would 

especially like to thank donors and National Committees who have provided un-earmarked funds. Un-

earmarked funding gives UNICEF essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of 

life-saving supplies and interventions where they are needed most – especially in the form of longer-

term and predictable funding and in strengthening preparedness and resilience building.  

UNICEF Niger received financial contributions from the governments of: Australia (AusAID), 

Belgium, Canada (CIDA), ECHO, Finland, France, Japan, Korea, Spain, The Netherlands,United 

Kingdom (DFID), USA (USAID, BPRM) and from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF),  

 

 

Next SitRep : September 2012 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Guido Cornale    Isselmou Ould Boukhary   Anne Boher 
Representative     Deputy Representative   Chief of Communication 
Niamey     Niamey     Niamey 
Niger     Niger     Niger    
Telephone:+227 20727100   Telephone:+227 20727100   Telephone:+227 20727100  
Facsimile:+227 20733468   Facsimile:+227 20733468   Facsimile:+227 20733468  
E-mail: gcornale@unicef.org   Email: iboukhary@unicef.org   Email: aboher@unicef.org 
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