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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 

 Early evaluations of 2012-2013 crop season indicate overall positive prospective crop productions for next 
year. However, according to the 2013 National Support Plan for Niger, nearly 3.1 million people will be 
vulnerable to food insecurity in 2013. Most of these communities live in areas close to the Malian border, 
which were hardest hit by the 2012 food crisis.  Nearly 290,182 under-five children will suffer from life-
threatening severe acute malnutrition this year, if adequate treatment is not provided. UNICEF, in 
partnership with the Government and other partners, is scaling-up the capacity of therapeutic feeding 
centres to treat malnutrition. More than 2,000 centres for moderate and severe acute malnutrition are 
functional across the country as part of the State-run health services. So far, these centers have treated more 
than 117,680 cases of acute malnutrition. Of these 69,900 were moderate, and 47,780 severe, a higher 
number than during the same period last year. 

Highlights  
 

 As of 10 March, an estimated 3,586 individuals have arrived in Niger since the start of the military intervention 
in Mali. Given that the Level 2 Registration for the refugees in Agando and Chinwaren (in Tillia region) has yet 
to take place, and that no departures were reported, the planning figure in Niger remains 50,000 individuals. 

 

 From 7 to 13 February, a total of 1,741 refugees (425 households) were relocated from Banibangou to 
Mangaizé camp.  Relocated children will be integrated into the existing schools in the camp.  
 

 On 9 February, there was a measles outbreak in Mangaizé with 33 cases reported.  32 of them were among 
refugees including 24 children under 15 years or less.  An immunization campaign targeting unvaccinated 
children from 6 months to 14 years has been launched by the Ministry of Health in collaboration with partners 
responsible for health activities in the camp. 

 

 From 25 March until 2 April, a joint survey is being undertaken by UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF in the camps to 
evaluate the current acute malnutrition rate among children 6 to 59 months.  Immunization coverage against 
measles among children 9-59 months will also be determined in the 3 official refugee camps. This survey will 
be conducted using the SMART methodology.  

 

 As of 10 March, 54,818 children under-five have been admitted to therapeutic feeding centres for severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM), while another 79,329 have been receiving treatment for moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM).  

 

 WFP, UNICEF and UNHCR agreed to extend the wet feeding programme in the camps for an additional two-
month period (up until May 2013). This operation targeted 5,963 refugees through the month of February. 
Results of a MUAC survey among children aged 6-59 months are encouraging and show a positive impact on 
children’s nutritional status.  

 

 The lack of emergency funding could jeopardize the 2013-2014 school year for all refugee children in Niger. An 
estimated US$2.5 million are urgently required to ensure uninterrupted emergency education.  

 

 Despite the fact that protection issues are on the rise in camps, funding is not forthcoming.  Gender-Based 
Violence, Children Associated with Armed Forces and other armed Groups, Separated and Unaccompanied 
Children, psychosocial distress affecting children remain threats to their well-being that need to be addressed 
through prevention, tracing and/or treatment.  

 

 To ensure that host communities have equitable access to WASH facilities and are not deprived of their rights, 
UNICEF is advocating to immediately mobilize US$2.5 million for this sector.  
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 As of today, just over 50,000 refugees are in country. However, partners have agreed during the recently held 
UNHCR 2014-2015 planning exercise, to maintain their initial planning figure at 100,000 refugees (50,000 in-
country plus an expected 50,000 influx). This will ensure Niger’s preparedness to face any such influx. 

 

 Planning activities are underway with the Commission Nationale d'Eligibilité (CNE) and partners for the 
relocation of another 17,000 refugees from the sites of Agando and Chinwaren, located 20 km from the 
Malian border.  The new settlement area of Intekane will be rather a “zone d’accueil des réfugiés” and is 
located 55 km to 110 km from the Malian border. 
 

 UNHCR and partners elaborated a common strategy for the implementation of a ‘one stop shop’ in Niamey to 
provide protection services and basic assistance to urban refugees. 

 

Estimated Affected Population  
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from ‘Résultats des Rencontres Techniques du DNPGCCA sur 
l’évaluation de la situation alimentaire, nutritionnelle et pastorale ‘ - Novembre 2012)  

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population (Mali + Food insecurity) 3,115,148 1,526,423 1,588,725 

Including:     

Total Population affected by Food insecurity: 3,115,148 1,576,423 1,538,725 

Children Affected (Under 18) 1,775,634 870,061 905,573 

Children Under Five 508,471 249,151 259,320 

Children 6 to 23 months 334,520 163,915 170,605 

Pregnant women 47,087 -- 47,087 

Children Under Five with Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) 

290,181 155,581 134,600 

Children Under Five with SAM and medical complications 43,527 23,339 20,188 

Children Under Five with Moderate Acute Malnutrition 
(MAM) 

556,894 298,867 258,027 

Total expected Displaced Population (refugees and 
returnees from Mali) 

100,000
1
 49,000 51,000 

Displaced Population 50,000¹ 24,500 25,500 

Number of children displaced (0-17 years old) 30,253
2
 

 
Inter-Agency Collaboration and Partnerships  
 
UNICEF continues to maintain a day-to-day collaboration with WFP and FAO on nutrition and food security, with 
WHO on health-related issues, with UNHCR on refugee issues, with UNDP on early recovery and resilience and 
with OCHA on coordination and information management. Cooperation agreements with NGOs, an essential part 
of the delivery of UNICEF’s humanitarian assistance in Niger, complement what is directly executed with 
government partners. 
 
In March, UNICEF took part in a workshop aiming at defining the 2014-2015 programmatic priorities of UNHCR 
Country Operational Plan. Donors, implementing partners, UN agencies, UNHCR field offices and refugee 
delegates have been highly represented during this participative workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1
 Source: UNHCR – http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation - For planning purposes, the figure of 100,000 (50,000 refugees already in country + 

additional expected influx of 50,000) was used by partners for the emergency response. 
 
2
 Source: UNHCR – http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation - As of 26 March, 30,253 children (0-17 years old) are currently in the camps.  
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UNHCR and its partners elaborating UNHCR 2014/2015 Country Operational Plan, Hotel Sahel, Niamey, Niger 

 

On 26 February, a delegation from the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development (AECID) 
was accompanied by the Representatives of UNICEF and WFP, and the Deputy Representative of UNHCR, to visit 
Tabareybarey refugee camp. The delegation met with local authorities and in the camp visited the education 
programme, psychosocial activities, wet feeding programme, as well as medical and WASH infrastructures.  The 
delegation also engaged in a discussion with refugees on ways to improve their situation in Niger. 
 
From 18 to 20 March, the BPRM Regional Refugee Coordinator (Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration) 
undertook a second monitoring visit in Niger (in December 2012 he visited Abala camp).  During this period, he 
visited the refugee camps of Mangaizé and Ayorou.  UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR and the US embassy joined the 
mission. 
 
From 25 to 31 March, 24 journalists and leaders of community radios in Tahoua and Tillabery will participate in a 
training funded by UNICEF and organized in collaboration with UNHCR and WFP. The main objective is to present 
the mandates of the various agencies involved in the response to the refugee crisis.  It will also facilitate a better 
understanding by the media of who does what, where in the camps and in the host communities affected by this 
crisis. To this end, national media will be equipped on how to get relevant data and information on these issues, 
particularly on refugee children’s rights.  
 
UNICEF is supporting UNHCR to resettle Agando and Chinwaren refugees to the new settlement area of Intekane 
(Tahoua region). This area is a 600-square kilometre ‘refugee hosting area’ which will enable the (pre-dominantly 
nomadic) refugees to maintain their livestock. The relocation operation is scheduled to start on the first week of 
April 2013.  UNICEF provided 10 bladders of 10 m³ for safe water storage pending the rehabilitation of the 
existing borehole on the site.  
 
UNICEF and partners of the ‘Education for Refugees’ Sub-Working Group, will set up emergency schools on the 
site pending the construction of semi-permanent structures by the NGO ‘Humanitaires sans Frontières’. 
 
Programme response  
 
MALI+ CRISIS 
 
UNICEF and partners’ programming 

 

Sector Estimated # / % coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners 

 Target 
Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Nutrition 

# of children 6-59 month benefiting 
from the Wet Feeding operation 
(receiving at least one meal per 
day) 

5,489 5,549 101% 

# of children <5 treated for SAM  1600(*) 80 5% 
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Nutrition: 
 

 From 25 March to 2 April, a joint survey is being undertaken by UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF in the camps to 
evaluate the current acute malnutrition rate among children 6 to 59 months.  Immunization coverage against 
measles among children 9-59 months will also be determined in the 3 official refugee camps. This survey will 
be conducted using the SMART methodology.  

 

 As of end of February, the overall rate of children reached by the Wet Feeding operation is 101%. The 
number of children affected has exceeded planning numbers due to the relocation of Banibangou refugees in 
Mangaizé (who were not included into the planning numbers). 

 

 Figures show that overall attendance rate for Wet Feeding for the month of February is 73%. 
 

WASH: 
 

 The target of 101,650 men, women, girls, and boys having improved access to drinking water has been used 
in the CAP 2013 and corresponds to 100% of the planning figures for refugees and IDPs, plus 15% of 
population from host communities.  

 The ‘cumulative results’ column has been informed by UNHCR (as lead for WASH in the camps).  

 Only one project has been funded in the CAP 2013 framework (CARE International). 
 
Education : 
 

 The number of school-age children targeted by UNICEF in the camps/spontaneous sites is 11,500: 
o Early Education (3-5 years old): 1,458. All children in this age category have been targeted 
o Primary Education (6-12 years old): 9,197. All children in this age category are targeted. Despite the fact 

that Level 2 registration did not yet take place in Tillia (Tahoua region), assessments and Level 1 
registration estimate the number of children 6-12 years old at 3,600 and they have been included in the 
target.  

o Secondary Education (13-18 years old): 845 (out of a total of 3,110 children identified). UNICEF will 
partially cover the needs and will work with other partners to ensure the gaps are filled.  
 

UNICEF Operational Partners: UNHCR, WFP, Plan, Acted, Islamic Relief, AKARASS 
(*) maximum caseload expected for 2013 

WASH 

# and % of men, women, girls, boys 
who have improved access to 
drinking water 

101,650 36,000 35% 

# and % of people with access to 
sanitation infrastructure taking into 
account accessibility for children, 
and the specific needs of women 
and men. 

101,650 22,240 22% 

Operational Partners: HCR, OXFAM, Qatari Red Crescent (QRC), MSF-CH, ACF, 
AKARASS, Plan, WVI, IRW, CARE 

Child 
Protection 

# of children who receive 
psychosocial care through CFS in 
the camps.  

15,000 2,473 16% 

Operational Partners: UNHCR, Plan, Help 

Health 

# of children <5 receiving measles 
vaccination in the camps. 

 
8,229 

 
7,615 

 
93% 

Operational Partners: UNHCR, Plan, Help 

Education 

# and % of school-aged girls and 
boys with continued access to 
formal and informal education 

11,500 4,242 37% 

UNICEF Operational partners: Oxfam, Plan International, Catholic Relief Services, 
Humanitaires sans Frontières, UNESCO, Regional Directorate for Education of 
Tahoua and Tillabéri regions, Ministry of Education 
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 As of 20 March, 4,242 refugee children are attending schools: 
o Early Education (3-5 years old): 556 children in Ayorou, Mangaizé and Abala 
o Primary Education (6-12 years old):  3,516 children in Ayorou, Mangaizé, Abala, Miel, Kizamou, 

Tiguizefane and Agando  
o Secondary Education (13-18 years old): 170 children in Ayorou, Mangaizé and Abala.  

 
NB: Data do not include the 835 refugee children from Banibangou who have not yet been integrated into formal 
schools in Mangaizé. 
 
Health: 
 

 As of week 9 (25 February until 3 March), 665 suspected cases of measles were recorded including 366 cases 
(56%) in the region of Tillabéri and 287 (44%) in the district of Filingué where refugee camps are located.  In 
response, a local immunization campaign targeting all under-fives was organized by the Ministry of Health, in 
collaboration with partners in the camps.  

 
Protection:  
 

 ‘Cumulative results’ represents the number of children that attended CFS activities since January 2013, in 
Mangaizé, Ayorou and Abala camps.  

 Funding gaps may hinder the implementation of activities and prevent the sector from reaching its target. 
 
SAHEL NUTRITION RESPONSE 
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Sector 
Estimated # / % 
coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results  
(#) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Nutrition 

# of children <5 with 
SAM admitted into 
therapeutic feeding 
programme 

290,181 54,818 19% 290,181 54,818 19% 

# of children <5 with 
SAM  discharged 
recovered 

217,636 45,498 83% 217,636 45,498 83% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: MoH, WHO, WFP, Save the Children, MSF (Belgium, Switzerland, Spain), 
CONCERN, World Vision, ACH, COOPI, CRF, Alima/Befen, Forsani, Help  

WASH 

# of Couples "Mother 
/ Malnourished 
children" who 
benefit from WASH 
minimum package 

200,000  54,818  27% 1,048,484(

a) 
59,644 6% 

# of nutritional 
centres delivering 
the WASH minimum 
package 

469 96 20% 898(b) 109 12% 

Operational Partners: ACF-E, Save the Children, Solidarités International, Croix Rouge Française, CISP 

Health 

# of children <5 
receiving measles 
vaccination   

7,780,633 7,780,724 100% 7,780,633 7,780,724 100% 

# of children <5 with 
malaria admitted 
into health centres 

2,250,000 238,513 10.60% 2,250,000 238,513 10.60% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: MoH, WHO, MSF (Belgium, Spain, Switzerland), Concern, Save the 
Children, Alima/Befen, Help 

Protection 

# of malnourished 
children who receive 
psychosocial support 
through CFS 

50,000 5,229  10% 61,000    10,273 17% 
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Sector 

Estimated # / % 
coverage 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results  
(#) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of Target 
Achieved 

Operational Partners: Save the Children, Coopi , UNICEF , MP/PF/PE 

 
(a)  :  Total of Mother/Children couples targeted into the CAP 2013 

(b)  : Total number of CRENI/CRENAS in country 

UNICEF and partners’ programming 
 
Nutrition: 
 

 As of 10 March 2013, the number of severely malnourished children admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme represents 19% of the annual target.  For the same period, 94% of these children have been 
discharged from the programme. Among them, 83 % recovered.   

 
WASH: 
 

 As of 26 March 2013, ACF-E and UNICEF are the only partners implementing and providing monitoring data 
for Wash in Nut activities. Save the Children data are not including into Cluster cumulative results as they are 
currently being finalized.  

 Other partners are assessing needs in the CRENI/CRENAS to secure funding. For instance, Solidarités 
International is leading assessments in Tillabéri and the French Red Cross in Zinder and Agadez.  

 So far, none of the projects presented in the CAP 2013 has been funded. 
 
Health: 
 

 Measles vaccination targeting under-five-year-olds is only implemented through mass campaign 

 Routine immunization targets children 0-11 months. In December 2012, among the 874,601 children 
targeted, 791,992 children were vaccinated (coverage rate of 91%). Data for the first quarter of 2013 are not 
yet available. 

 As of week 9 (25 February until 3 March), 238,516 malaria cases have been recorded out of 2,250,000 
expected cases for 2013.  

 As of week 9 (25 February until 3 March), 665 suspected cases of measles were recorded including 366 cases 
(56%) in the region of Tillabéri and 287 (44%) in the district of Filingué where refugee camps are located. In 
response, a local immunization campaign targeting all under-fives was organized in the district. 

 
Protection:  
 

 Save the Children is implementing CFS activities in 11 CRENI/CRENAS and targeted 8,000 children, while COOPI 
targeted approximately 3,000 children but is still looking for funding to begin activities.  

 Funding gaps may hinder the implementation of activities and prevent the sector from reaching its target. 
 
Supply and Logistics 
 

 Since January 2013, Niger CO ordered US$1,735,154 worth of goods for the emergency response. About 54% 
of this amount was for nutritional supplies.  A total of US$9,061,475 worth of goods is in the pipeline for 
orders placed towards end 2012 and is not included. 
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Funding Update as of 26 March 2013 

 

Sector 
Requirements - HAC 
2013 (US$) 

Funds Received 
(US$) 

Unmet 
Requirements 
(US$) 

  % Unfunded 

Nutrition 22,125,849           4,549,944  17,575,905 80 % 

Health 2,211,018           2,500,056  0 0 % 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene 7,238,000                            -  7,238,000 0% 

Child protection 1,465,900                            -  1,465,900 0% 

Education 750,000               550,000  200,000 27% 

Total  33,790,767 7,600,000 26,190,767 78 % 

NB: The total includes a maximum recovery rate of 7%. The actual recovery rate on contributions will be 
calculated in accordance with UNICEF Executive Board Decision 2006/7 dated 9 June 2006. 
 

Next SitRep: 22 April 
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