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Highlights  
 Two major attacks by Non-State Armed Group (NSAG) in Toumour 

and Chetima Wangou in the Diffa region caused the temporary 
closure of 8 schools, affecting 3,550 students, including 1,985 girls. 
UNDSS reported that in the month of January, 13 civilians were 
killed, including 1 child, and 7 kidnapped during attacks by NSAG  

 In January, due to kidnapping threats to humanitarian staff and to 
the increase of NSAG attacks in the Diffa region, humanitarian 
access to affected populations in some areas was restricted. 

 The deterioration of the security situation in the districts bordering 
Mali has caused internal displacements. 75 households were 
displaced, while 23 villages, representing 6,000 families of 
approximately 36,000 people, are estimated to be at high risk of 
displacement in the coming weeks. An intercluster multisectoral 
assessment was carried on January 30th and the contingency plan 
activated. 
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1.2 million  
Children in need of humanitarian assistance 
in Niger 
2.3 million 
People in need 
(OCHA, Humanitarian Response Plan Niger, 2018) 

380,166 
Children affected by SAM nationwide 
(HRP, 2018) 

 82,037 
Refugee children from Nigeria and returnees 
from Niger affected, out of 
123,290  
Refugees and returnees from Nigeria 
(DREC, October 2017, covering 97 sites) 

85,847 
Internally displaced children, out of 
129,015 
Internally displaced people 
(DREC, October 2017, covering 97 sites) 
 
UNICEF Appeal 2018 
US$ 42.7 million 

 

Carry-over: 
$3.8M (9%)

Funds 
received:

$2.5M

Funding 
gap:

$36.5M 
(85%)

Funding status 2018*

2018 
Requirement

42.7M

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 

 
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

Nutrition: # of children <5 with 
SAM admitted for treatment in Niger 

380,166 18,488 380,166 18,488 

Health: # of children <5 accessing 
life-saving services in Diffa 90,000 36,442 NA NA 

WASH: # of people with access to 
safe water in Diffa 62,000 17,266 127,638 18,766 

Child Protection: # of children who 
are benefiting from psychosocial 
support through community-based 
recreational activities in Diffa 

20,616 4,194 24,676 18,187 

Education: # of children provided 
with access to education in Diffa 58,547 13,012 80,398 13,012 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

©UNICEF Niger/2017/ Blondel 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
According to the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview, 2.3 million people will be in need of humanitarian assistance in 
2018 in Niger, an increase of 21% (400,000 people) compared to 2017. The needs analysis shows the persistence of five 
major crises affecting the country: food insecurity (1.4 million people estimated in need), malnutrition (1.7 million 
people), epidemics (1,170,000 people), floods (170,000 people) and population movements due to conflict or migration 
(392,305 people).  

The deterioration of the security situation in the districts bordering Mali has caused the activation of the Intercluster 
contingency plan. Out of the 84,000-people estimated in the contingency plan, over 36,000 are already considered to be 
at risk of displacements in the coming weeks due to threats of attacks and / or military operations. The activation of a 
Civilo-Military Coordination for the districts bordering Mali, was validated by the Humanitarian Country Team. 

Estimated Affected 
Population (National and 
Lake Chad Basin – LCB 
Crisis) 

National LCB crisis 

Based on HRP and HNO 2018 Total Female Male Total Female Male 
Total Affected 
Population 

2,300,000 1,173,000 1,127,000 419,000 213,690 205,310 

Children Affected (Under 
18) 

1,200,000 612,000 588,000 230,000 117,300 112,700 

Children <5 455,860 232,489 223,371 83,046 42,353 40,692 
Children 6 to 23 months 134,780 68,738 66,042 22,249 11,347 10,902 
Pregnant and lactating 
women 

477,710 243,632  87,236 44,490  

Proxy calculated based on: Ratio men / women 49/51% - proxy HNO 2018 %; children affected < 18 years – HNO 2018; children <5 - proxy INS 2018, 19.82% national 
and 16.82 LCB; Children 6 to 23 months – proxy INS 2018, 5.86% national and 5.31%% LCB; Pregnant and lactating women - proxy INS 20.77% national and 20.82% 
LCB  

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
UNICEF leads at the national level the Education and WASH Clusters, and the Child Protection sub-Cluster in close 
collaboration with government counterparts, and co-leads with the government the Nutrition working group. At regional 
level UNICEF supports regional authorities for the timely and efficient management of sectoral working groups, 
particularly, but not exclusively, in Diffa, Maradi and Agadez, where UNICEF zonal offices are located. UNICEF is also a 
proactive member of the health cluster and of the Non-Food Items (NFI) and Shelter Working Group.  

UNICEF participates in common framework of the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) project with 4 international NGOs, 
OCHA and WFP. UNICEF in particular, is responsible for the procurement of NFIs for the implementing partners and for 
the provision of the overall technical support to the project. 

UNICEF is also providing technical, financial and in-kind support to the Ministry of Humanitarian Action and Disaster 
Relief (MAH / GC) to strengthen its capacity to monitor humanitarian crises, but also to implement and or supervise 
humanitarian responses, and is a key partner for the preparation and response to floods. UNICEF is actively involved as 
leader of group 2 of the Task Force in charge of the drafting the National Policy on Humanitarian Action. 

Humanitarian Strategy 
In 2018, UNICEF will continue to provide multi-sectoral responses to the crises affecting the Niger, and strengthening 
the link between humanitarian interventions and resilience-building programmes.  

UNICEF will prioritize its support to the national SAM treatment programme, including its integration into the broader 
national health system, and malnutrition prevention activities will be expanded. In education, UNICEF will focus on the 
provision of access to formal and non-formal education opportunities for crisis affected school aged children in protective 
learning environments. Crisis-affected children will be reached with health services and vaccination. UNICEF will reach 
affected children with psychosocial support, and provide unaccompanied and separated children with identification and 
reunification services. UNICEF will continue to maintain contingency measures, supply stocks and standby partnership 
arrangements.  Multi-sectoral humanitarian interventions will also cover people affected by the Malian border crisis and 
the increasing numbers of vulnerable migrant children returning from Algeria and Libya. UNICEF will employ innovative 
approaches, such as SMS, to manage child protection data and monitor water, education and nutrition interventions. 
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response   

Lake Chad Basin Crisis Response  

Nutrition  

At the end of January (week 4), 801 under-five children, suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM), were 
admitted to rehabilitation centres (both outpatient and inpatient facilities) in Diffa region, including 30 cases with 
medical complications. Compared to the same period of 2017, we observe a decrease of 67% (55 children) in new SAM 
admissions in inpatient facilities (IPF), and a decrease of 9% (85 children) in outpatient facilities (OTP).  

Health  

UNICEF is providing essential medicines for under-five children for the treatment of malaria, diarrhoea and 
respiratory infections to 49 health facilities (out of 53, with 4 closed due to insecurity) and through mobile clinics in 5 
health districts out of 6 in Diffa region. As of the end of January, 36,223 under-five children have utilized health services 
and 306 children benefitted from mobile health services in 2018. Integrated Community Case Management (ICCM) is 
supported by UNICEF in 3 of the 6 health districts in the region (Goudoumaria, Mainé, N’Guigmi). 

WASH  

UNICEF continued to support the regional water and sanitation department with the provision of emergency safe 
water (since June 2016) to 17,266 people in the Kidjandi and N'Garana displacement sites. Meanwhile, the works for 
multi-village water supply network infrastructure, in partnership with ACTED, which started in 2017 to replace the water 
trucking service and cover over 30,000 people, is progressing smoothly and is planned to be finalised by the end of the 
first quarter. 42 new cases of hepatitis E have been registered in January, which represents an increase compared to the 
last 5 months. UNICEF is continuing to follow up and monitor the situation to identify possible needs for interventions. 

Education  

UNICEF and its partners (COOPI, CONCERN and the regional directorate for primary education - DREP) 
facilitated access to school for 803 new students (380 girls) in 12 newly constructed Temporary Learning Spaces (TLS–
with COOPI). UNICEF and the DREP trained 238 members (58 women) of CGDES (Comité de Gestion Décentralisé des 
Etablissements Scolaires) on peace building and prevention of violence in schools.  

The 2 attacks in Toumour and Chetima Wangou caused the temporary interruption of education services for 3,550 
children. In the emergency school of Toumour, a child was hit by a stray bullet, and taken to Diffa for emergency medical 
support. UNICEF continued to support the DREP in following up the situation.  

UNICEF, in close collaboration with the Safe School task force, reinforced risk analysis and a mission is planned in March 
to conduct a joint assessment in all” risks zones” as identified in October 2017. In 10 emergency schools with 6,251 
children (3,201 girls) enrolled, emergency preparedness and response plans have been revised thanks to the ECHO-
UNICEF initiative. 

Child Protection  

4,194 children affected by the crisis received psychosocial support and benefitted from recreational activities in 
47 child-friendly spaces in the region, ran by UNICEF in partnership with COOPI and IRC. In January, 6 separated and 
unaccompanied children (including 5 girls) were identified, documented and placed in alternative care arrangements and 
/ or benefitted from individual follow up, through 20 social workers from the regional department of child protection 
(DRPE). 7 children were released and benefitted from temporary care and/or family reintegration through UNICEF and 
its partners (COOPI, IRC and DRPE). One of them was reunified in Nigeria through ICRC.   

Others Crisis Response  

Nutrition  
In January, 18,488 under-five children suffering from SAM were admitted for treatment nationwide. Amongst 

these children, 2,418 cases (13%) presented medical complications (admitted for inpatient therapeutic care), 
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while 16,070 cases (87%) were admitted for outpatient therapeutic care. These admission figures represented 28% less 
compared to the same period last year. This is likely due to a country wide strike affecting the health sector that is 
ongoing since several months in some locations (and not all health centers maintaining minimum services). 
 

Supply and Logistics  

In January, $1,145,163 worth of nutrition supplies were distributed in two regions (Maradi and Zinder), including 
therapeutic foods, pharmaceuticals and medical renewable.  
   
Media and External Communication  
External communication and visibility activities over the reporting period were mainly focused on social media posts 
highlighting UNICEF response in Diffa. A short video designed for social media platforms has been produced and widely 
disseminated to showcase the impact of the Japan-funded programme on community volunteers in Diffa. Other social 
media assets are related to the campaign against the Hepatitis E and WASH response. As for malnutrition, an audio-
slideshow on the radio programme implemented by UNICEF was posted on UNICEF’s platforms reaching thousands of 
followers and fans.  
 

Security  
In the Diffa region, humanitarian access for international staff was limited due to the high risk of abduction.  Non-State 
Armed Group (NSAG) kept on posing a direct threat to civilians and Nigerien Defence and Security forces (NDSF), despite 
ongoing counterterrorist operations, as illustrated by the attack in Toumour on the 17th January 2018, where 7 Nigerien 
soldiers killed, and 2 National Guards killed by NSAG in Chetima Wangou on the 30th January 2018. 
In Tillabéry region, NSAG substantially elevated their level of activity. Security incidents registered over the reporting 
period in Tillabéry region suggest increased needs of the NSAG for resources such as food and medicines. 
 

Funding 
 In January, UNICEF has received the contribution from Food for Peace, to contribute to the response to the nutrition 
crisis. Carry-over funds from 2017, in the amount of 3.7 million, including multi-year funds, also contributed to the 
UNICEF humanitarian response, in line with the humanitarian Action for Children appeal. The carry-over amount includes 
1 m Euro (1.1 usd) received by the Italian government on December 30th that contributes to the HAC 2018. 
 

Funding Requirements as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2018 for Niger 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $  

Nutrition  24,500,000 2,500,000 904,386  21,095,614  86 % 

Health 1,576,407 - 50,848  1,525,559  97 % 

WASH 5,993,842 - 1,482,021  4,511,821  75 % 

Child Protection 2,617,441 - 1,037,566 1,579,875  60 % 

Education 3,537,711 - 277,816  3,259,895  92 % 

Non-Food Items (NFI) 3,495,650 - -    3,495,650  100 % 

Cluster Coordination  1,000,000  - -    1,000,000  100 % 

Total 42,721,051 2,500,000 3,752,636 36,498,414 85% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous yea.  

Donors included: AECID – Government of Spain; ECHO – European Commission; Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs – 
Directorate General for Development Cooperation; Global Thematic Humanitarian Funds; Japan (funding for polio 
included here even though polio is not included in HAC); Norwegian Government; Swiss Cooperation; USAID - Food For 
Peace. 
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Lake Chad Basin Crisis Funding  
The funding in this table is included in the overall 2018 HAC appeal. This table allows UNICEF Niger to specifically monitor 
the funding received and the gaps related to the Lake Chad Basin crisis, as well as to analyse them in relation to the 
results achieved.  
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $   

Nutrition  1,950,000 0                                      25,667 
                          

1,924,333  
99% 

Health 1,112,907 0                                      32,042 
                         

1,080,865  97% 

WASH 3,842,000 0                               1,251,875  
                         

2,590,125  
67% 

Child Protection 1,740,024 0                                    917,304 
                             

822,720  47% 

Education 2,017,546 0                                    210,337 
                         

1,807,209  
90% 

Non-Food Items (NFI) 1,805,650 0                                                  -                            
1,805,650  

100% 

Cluster Coordination  650,000 0                                                  -   
                             

650,000  
100% 

Total 13,118,127 0 2,437,225 10,680,902 81% 

  
 
 

Next SitRep: FEBRUARY 2018 
UNICEF Niger Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefniger/  
UNICEF Niger Twitter: www.twitter.com/Unicefniger 
UNICEF Niger Blog: http://unicefniger.tumblr.com/ 
UNICEF Niger Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/unicefniger/ 
UNICEF Niger Humanitarian Action for Children appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 
 
 
 
 
 
  Who to contact 

for further 
information: 

Félicité Tchibindat  
Representative 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727100 
Email: ftchibindat@unicef.org  
 
 

Flavia Guidetti 
Deputy Representative a.i. 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727100 
Email: fguidetti@unicef.org 
 
 

Lalaina Fatratra Andriamasino  
Chief of Communication Officer 
UNICEF Niger 
Tel: (+227) 20727100 
Email: lfandriamasinoro@unicef.org 
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Annex A - SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
ALL CRISES 
This table summarizes major results of UNICEF in line with the HAC 2018, while for clusters it reports on results in line 
with the HRP 2018. The results under UNICEF are related to UNICEF projects in the Humanitarian Response Plan 2018, 
and to additional activities, and in particular: education response to natural disasters and non-formal education for youth; 
overall higher targets for the WASH response to all crises; the child protection response to the needs of minor migrants; 
and the community case management-in-emergencies response to the Lake Chad basin crisis. 
 

 
  

                                                        
1 Data include admissions for malaria, diarrhea and respiratory infections (DHS2, Ministry of Health). 
2 The water trucking services have been provided since June 2016 for the same people. 
3 This accounts for children already enrolled in the child friendly spaces at the beginning of the year. From February, only the new cases will be added, based on registers 

  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 
Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report   

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report  

NUTRITION         

# of children under-five with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted for 
treatment nationwide  

380,166 380,166 18,488 
 

380,166 
 

18,488 
 

HEALTH         

# of children under 5 accessing lifesaving 
interventions through fixed and mobile 
strategies 

NA 103,500 36,4421 
 

  
  

# of children aged 6 months to 14 
years vaccinated against measles NA 71,732 - 

 
 

  

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

# people affected by population 
movements and natural disasters having 
access to drinking water 

311072 160,400 17,2662 
 

266,860 18,766 
 

# people affected by water-borne 
disease outbreaks having access to 
hygiene kits and sensitization activities 

805628 200,000 - 
 

706,528 2,272 
 

CHILD PROTECTION         

# of children provided with 
psychosocial support through 
community-based recreational and 
socio-educational activities 

364,697 38,136 4,1943 

 

248,824 

 
18,187 

 

EDUCATION        

# of girls and boys aged 3 to 17 
years provided with access to formal and 
non-formal education 

325,015 95,611 803  185,478 803  

NON-FOOD ITEMS        
# people affected by conflict or 
natural disasters provided with non-food 
items kits 

NA 140,000 - 
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Lake Chad Basin Crisis Response  

 

 

  UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 
Overall 
needs 

2018  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report   

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report  

NUTRITION         

# children under 5 years affected by 
SAM admitted for treatment in Diffa  15,635  15,635 801   15,635 801  

HEALTH         

# of children who have access to life-
saving interventions through fixed and 
mobile strategies 

NA 90,000 36,442 
 

  
  

# of children aged 6 months to 14 
years vaccinated against measles NA 10,500 -     

# of children who have access to 
community case management in 
emergency in the N’Guigmi health 
district 

NA 6,000 - 

 

 

  

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

# of people affected by the crisis in Diffa 
having access to safe water  

280,132 62,000 17,266 
 

127,638 18,766 
 

# of people affected by the crisis in Diffa 
with access to sanitation infrastructure  280,132 34,000 - 

 
146,986 2272 

 

# of people affected by the crisis in Diffa 
having access to hygiene kits and 
sensitization activities 

280,132 175,000 - 
 

277,378 23658 
 

CHILD PROTECTION         

# of children who are benefiting from 
psychosocial support through 
community - based recreational and 
socio-educational activities 

213,572 20,616 4,194 

 

24,676  
18,187 

 

# of separated and/or unaccompanied 
children placed in alternative care 
arrangements and / or who benefitted 
from individual follow up  

213,572 685 7 

 

1,142 

 
 

11 

 

# of children suspected or verified 
CAAFAG identified benefitting from 
temporary care and/or 
family/community reintegration support 

213,572 314 7 

 

442 

 
7 

 

EDUCATION        

# of girls and boys (3-17 years) affected 
by crisis accessing education in Diffa 114,854 37,064 803  80,398 803  

# of girls and boys (3-17 years) affected 
by crisis receiving learning materials 114,854 37,064 803  80,398 803  

# of girls and boys (3 -17 years) affected 
by crisis attending education in a 
classroom where the teacher has been 
trained in psychosocial support 

114,854 37,064 635  80,398 2,418  

NON-FOOD ITEMS        
# of displaced persons provided with 
non-food items kits   

180,490 70,000 - 
 

 
  


