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Situation in Numbers 

362,000  
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

(HNO 2020) 

 

986,000 
people in need 

(HNO 2020) 

 

274,000 
internally displaced people 

(HNO 2020) 

 

470,000 
non-displaced stateless in 

Rakhine 

 

 

 
UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 

• UNICEF implemented a youth-led virtual campaign to raise awareness of 
COVID-19 prevention behaviours, support mental health, and support 
adolescents and youth, especially girls and young women, from violence 
and abuse during social isolation, particularly supporting help-seeking 
behaviours. Over 4.2 million people including 1.6 million adolescents and 
youth were reached with the campaign. 

• The COVID-19 situation worsened significantly between July-September 
with widespread community transmission in Rakhine State and Yangon 
Region; both locations are now under “stay at home” orders. 

• The new school year had a delayed opening in July starting with high 
schools. However, schools were closed after one month following the 
uptick of COVID-19 cases. Temporary learning classrooms in IDP camps 
and crisis-affected villages in government-controlled areas, remain 
closed. UNICEF is working with Education partners on improving home-
based learning opportunities. 
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UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 46 million 

Funds 
Received 
in 2020 
$10M

Carry-
forward

$6MFunding 
gap

$30M
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
UNICEF appeals for US$46.04 million to sustain provision of critical and life-saving services for children and their 

caregivers in Myanmar plus an additional $31.1 million for COVID-19 response activities. UNICEF received funds from 

USAID’s Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance, UK National Committee, Global Partnership for Education, Government 

of Germany in quarter three for COVID-19 response activities. Details of UNICEF’s budget requirements can be found 

in Annex B below and include significant needs for all of UNICEF/Myanmar’s ongoing emergency programmes.  Without 

the required funding, UNICEF will be unable to meet our targets for helping conflict-affected children in five areas of 

Myanmar and ensure essential services can continue during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The main focus of all humanitarian work in quarter three was adapting programmes to be COVID-safe and prioritizing 

to ensure critical activities continued.  Fear of COVID-19 and loss of economic opportunities in neighbouring China and 

Thailand, led to the movement of a number of people within the two states.  Flooding in Kachin temporarily displaced 

14,000 people to schools and monasteries for several days and caused landslides that claimed 172 lives in Hpakant 

township.  

 

In Rakhine State, displacement due to fighting between the Arakan Army (AA) and Myanmar Armed Forces (MAF) 

escalated resulting in a rise of the total people in displacement sites to over 81,000.  This is in addition to the 130,000 

primarily Rohingya Muslims who remain in overcrowded camps established in 2012. Clashes resulted in killing and 

injury of civilians, property destruction, and disruption of transportation in Kyauktaw, Rathedaung, Myebon townships. 

On 31st August, the Three Brotherhood Alliance, which includes the AA, announced the extension of the unilateral 

ceasefire to 9 November “to support the COVID-19 response measures”. The MAF similarly announced the extension 

of a nationwide ceasefire until 30 Sept but excluded “terrorist armed groups”.  Despite these announcements, clashes 

continued. The Union Election Commission announced that as a result of the ongoing armed conflict it is possible that 

only five of the 17 townships in Rakhine will have the polling stations throughout the township. The remaining 12 

townships may only have polling stations in the main urban 

areas. Although no final decision has been taken, the 

exclusion of a significant proportion of the Rakhine population 

from the election could further exacerbate tensions and 

insecurity in the state. 

 

The COVID-19 situation worsened significantly between July-

September with widespread community transmission in 

Rakhine State and Yangon Region being the most 

significantly impacted areas. Stay at Home orders are in place 

across all 17 townships in Rakhine and public transportation 

(boats and buses) is suspended. All domestic flights have 

been suspended through October 31nd and international 

flights are extremely limited.  While cargo movements are 

continuing, in-country requirements for COVID testing and quarantine as well as closure of all factories in Yangon, 

resulted in significant delays for humanitarian and COVID supplies.  UN and non-governmental organizations in Rakhine 

with a staff member who tested positive for COVID-19 resulted in the temporary suspension of all direct implementation 

of activities throughout the state.  Thought life-saving activities continued and camp-based staff supported activities, all 

sectors were impacted.  Yangon Region was also locked down as nearly 80 percent of people who tested positive for 

COVID-19 reside in the region.  Numerous townships were locked down with closure of all shops, factories and 

restaurants. As of 15 October, both Rakhine and Yangon have stay-at-home orders in place. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

UNICEF’s partners maintained COVID-sensitive essential nutrition services in this quarter. Preventive nutrition services 

were provided to 12,266 children (6-59 months) and 9,566 pregnant and breastfeeding women (PLW). A total of 815 

children (6-59 months) with severe acute malnutrition received treatment. UNICEF also procured and delivered 871 

cartons of Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), 537 sets of height board and 200 weight scales to Ministry of Health 

and Sports for the Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) program in Kachin, Chin, Northern Shan, 

Magway and Kayin States/Regions. Additional nutrition supplies were also delivered to Ethnic Health Organizations in 

Shan State.  Due to increasing local transmission, program implementation in Rakhine has been constrained with some 
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disruption but continue while maintaining COVID-19 infection prevention and control measures. Community nutrition 

group activities such as mother support group and community behaviour change sessions have been suspended. 

Nutrition activities in Kachin and northern Shan, less affected by 

COVID-19, have resumed however, supportive supervision and 

programmatic visits to Ethnic Health Organization (EHO) areas 

have been suspended. 

 

Health 

Although resumption of immunization continued nationwide, in 

UNICEF-supported areas of Kachin and northern Rakhine States 

had decreasing coverage of measles vaccination for children 9 to 

18 months between July and September, while increases in 

central Rakhine and Shan States were noted.  A total of 2,454 

children 9 to 18 months (girls: 833) were vaccinated against 

measles or 196% against quarterly target in Kachin and Shan. In 

Rakhine, only 36% of 2,500 targeted children were immunized 

against measles (467 girls).  The same trend occurred for 

utilization of primary health care services with 317% and 64% 

achievements in Kachin/Shan and Rakhine States. Low 

immunization coverage and utilization of primary health care 

services in Rakhine State was mainly due to the increasing armed 

conflict and restricted movement due to COVID-19. All health 

partners continued to provide basic services while taking the 

appropriate COVID-19 precautions to keep both staff and 

beneficiaries safe. UNICEF’s response to the COVID-19 outbreak 

focuses on preventative actions to reduce human-to-human transmission and protect children and their families from 

the coronavirus, supporting access to critical services and mitigating the secondary impacts of the crisis.  UNICEF 

procured 20,000 COVID-19 test kits, reagents and 40,000 viral transport mediums to strengthen the government’s 

testing capacity. UNICEF also procured $3.8 million of PPE, 390 oxygen concentrators, and supported risk 

communication materials in 90 ethnic languages which are being distributed in key areas such as quarantine centres, 

hospitals, public markets and bus terminals. Low/no-literacy materials have also been produced for vulnerable IDP 

camps and border areas. 

 

WASH 

In this quarter, the increase of COVID-19 positive case in Rakhine affected UNICEF and partners’ ability to access 

various locations and as a result, activities have been managed remotely. UNICEF with our partner distributed 14,083 

hygiene items to conflict-affected communities in Buthidaung Township while a joint soap distribution in partnership with 

WFP has reached more than 210,000 people during this quarter in central and northern Rakhine State. In Kachin, 

UNICEF is partnering with a local NGO to provide maintenance support for WASH facilities in 43 IDP camps. All partners 

have amended programmes with UNICEF to include COVID-19 response activities with a strong focus on production of 

handwashing facilities and RCCE. 

 

Child Protection 

Child Protection partners are raising awareness on COVID-19 and prevention while providing mental health and 

psychosocial support (MHPSS) and case management services.  Adolescent focal points, child protection groups, 

community-based staff, case managers and psychosocial support workers continue supporting communities in Rakhine 

State despite the stay-at-home orders in place. The increase in COVID cases and subsequent lockdown in Rakhine 

affected the majority of UNICEF’s implementing partners had a grave impact on their operational capacity. During this 

quarter, only 5,623 children received direct MPHSS services which is significant reduction from quarter one and two 

(57,633 children). Similarly, 98 new cases requiring case management services were reported compared to 312 in the 

previous two quarters.      

 

UNICEF organized online training for over 250 frontline workers and child protection practitioners on case management, 

mental health and psychosocial support, children and armed conflict and safe migration. UNICEF provided protective 

items including 2,000 PPE for case workers and frontline workers.  In partnership with Plan International Myanmar, 

UNICEF designed and implemented a youth-led virtual campaign to empower youth to raise awareness and educate 

peers and communities about the pandemic and support mental health and psychosocial wellbeing. The campaign also 
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aimed to support adolescents and youth to protect each other, especially girls, young women and women, from violence 

and abuse during social isolation, particularly supporting help-seeking behaviours. Over 4.2 million people including 1.6 

million adolescent and youth were reached with the campaign. UNICEF also held two high-level meetings with the 

Adjutant General of the Tatmadaw and with the Union Minister of International Cooperation. The meetings set the 

parameters for the engagement with the Tatmadaw on recruitment and use of children and reiterated the need to sign 

and implement a joint action plan on killing and maiming of children and rape and other forms of sexual violence. 

 

Education 

The new school year had a delayed opening in July starting with high schools. However, schools were quickly closed 

after one month following the uptick of COVID-19 cases. Temporary learning classrooms in IDP camps and crisis-

affected villages in government-controlled areas, remain closed however in non-government-controlled areas learning 

continues. The spread of COVID-19 also negatively affected preparations for school reopening as education supplies 

transported to Township Education Offices could not be distributed to schools and volunteer teacher training was 

suspended. Despite difficulties and closure of learning facilities, UNICEF’s partners have remained, planning and 

implementing where feasible, activities in a COVID-safe manner. Printing of home-based learning material is underway 

and UNICEF continues to support preparations for safe school reopening in collaboration with EiE partners and MOE.  

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF leads the WASH Cluster, Education in Emergencies sub-sector (EiE), 

Nutrition in Emergencies (NiE) Sector and Child Protection sub-sector working 

group (CPWG). All groups continue monitoring and coordination activities 

making adjustments for COVID-19 safety measures. Clusters/Sectors also 

developed the 2021 Humanitarian Needs Overview and Humanitarian 

Response Plans under OCHA’s leadership.  

 

In Kachin, NiE Sector and Health Cluster, supported a preparedness and 

response exercise while in Rakhine, the NiE sector has been developing 

“Alternative Plans for Service Continuation” to ensure that critical services 

continue despite COVID-19 community transmission. In Kayin State, the NiE 

Sector supported delivery of essential nutrition services to mothers and 

children under five in quarantine facilities.  The CPWG scaled up response in 

Chin State and rolled out a new 5W online platform.  With the EiE Sector, the 

CPWG finalized the Safe Play handbook for children, parents and teachers 

which is a guide for safe activities in the light of COVID-19.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
 

UNICEF Myanmar Press Releases:  
https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-procured-82-metric-tonnes-personal-protective-

equipment-arrive  

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/press-releases/unicef-statement-increase-covid-19-cases-rakhine-state  

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/press-releases/unicef-myanmar-statement-killing-and-injury-children-myebon-

rakhine-state  

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/press-releases/unicef-statement-child-deaths-and-injuries-due-unexploded-

ordnances 

 

Human Interest Stories: 

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/stories/myanmar-brings-home-unaccompanied-children-left-thailand  

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/stories/rakhine-state-out-school-children-restart-learning-together  

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/stories/reimagining-better-future-kachin  

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/stories/difficult-then-difficult-now-rakhine-state-and-covid 

 

Facebook Posts:  

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/posts/3439537569447077  

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/posts/3426353907432110  

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/posts/3430384910362343  

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/posts/3423708544363313  
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https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/posts/3404088666325301 
 

Next SitRep:  January 2021  
(note: due to COVID-19, monthly situation reports have been changed to quarterly for the remainder of the year.) 

 

UNICEF Myanmar: https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/ 

UNICEF Myanmar Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmyanmar/ 

UNICEF Myanmar Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/reports/humanitarian-action-

children-2020-appeal-myanmar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whom to contact for 

further information: 

June Kunugi 

Representative 

Myanmar 

Tel: +95 1 230 5960 

Email: yangon@unicef.org 

Alessandra Dentice  

Deputy Representative-

Programmes 

Myanmar 

Tel: +95 1 230 5960 

Email: yangon@unicef.org 

Jane Strachan 

Emergency Specialist 

Myanmar 

Tel: +95 1 230 5960 

Email: jstrachan@unicef.org 
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Annex A:  

Summary of Programme Results 

    UNICEF and IPs Cluster Response ** 

Sector 
Overall 
Needs 
(HRP) 

2020 
Target   

Total 
Results 

Change 
Since Last 

Report 
▲▼ 

2020 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Q2 

Change 
Since Last 

Report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION               

# of children aged 6 to 59 months 
with SAM admitted to treatment 

9,425 8,272 1,948 815 1,948 815 1,948 

# of children aged 6 to 59 months 
receive micronutrient supp. 

85,057 68,393 27,225 12,266 27,225 12,266 27,225 

# of PLW that receive micronutrient 
supplementation 

  38,210 20,790 9,566 20,790 9,566 20,790 

 # of PLW that access IYCF 
counselling 

48,306 20,500 15,110 5,955 15,110 6,144 15,110 

HEALTH               
# children 9 to 18 months 
vaccinated against measles 

  15,000 11,825 3,361       

# of affected population accessing 
primary health care services 

524,000 105,000 119,159 38,976       

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE PROMOTION 

# of people with safe drinking water 
for domestic purposes 

869,154 166,550 82,825 12,760 527,991 359,528 28,871 

# of people with a functional excreta 
disposal system 

869,154 527,991 58,543 7,488 527,991 258,794 14,624 

Population provided hygiene kits or 
key hygiene items 

869,154 339,850 266,463 22,955 527,991 798,787 377,798 

Population accessing WASH & 
hygiene in schools, TLS and CFS 

193,028 38,700 25,948 15,846 4,600 36,156 0 

CHILD PROTECTION               

# people with access to 
psychosocial support 

380,000* 

81,500 59,833 26,146 236,214 100,651 30,467 

# children accessing case 
management services 

n/a 834 98 n/a 0 - 

# of with interv. to address GBV 68,500 16,590 4,230       

# people with access to 
landmines/UXO information 

68,500 5,478 7,586 210,250 60,761 29,559 

# adolescents with life skills to 
prevent negative coping mechs. 

10,500 11,198 6,134 15,000 15,857 0 

EDUCATION               

# of children (3-10 years) accessing 
pre-primary/primary learning 

116,369 39,925 23,921 3,832 93,130 39,596 3,832 

# of adolescents (11-17 years) 
accessing post primary learning  

132,992 11,220 5,828 1,754 106,044 29,975 1,754 

# of 3-17 years children who 
received learning materials 

  34,500 15,831 15,543       

# of teachers/facilitators who 
completed trainings on 
quality/inclusive education 

6,394 1,210 406 122 5,018 475 122 

 

 

 

 

*The HRP does not include disaggregation on the needs or related tracking indicators for child protection. 

**Cluster results are reported quarterly.  

 

©HPA/2020/Ah Mi 



7 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status*  

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  $7,780,000      $2,301,975  $950,106   $   4,527,919  58% 

Health $5,532,000       $1,351,208  $656,756   $   3,524,036  64% 

WASH $9,461,000       $3,610,895  $1,590,555   $   4,259,550  45% 

Child Protection $14,538,000       $1,938,282  $1,219,446   $ 11,380,272  78% 

Education $8,733,000       $1,025,512  $1,244,545   $   6,462,943  74% 

Total $46,044,000  $10,227,873  $5,661,408  $30,154,719  65% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal of 06 February 2020 for a period of 12 months 

 

 

Funding Status COVID-19 Humanitarian Activities** 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  $3,036,480  $796,088  $0  $2,240,392  74% 

Health $3,611,5421  $2,842,102  $0  $769,440  21% 

WASH $8,165,039  $5,350,808  $0  $2,814,231  34% 

Child Protection $2,317,933  $2,513,325  $0  ($195,392) 0% 

Education $4,462,9902  $3,497,540  $0  $965,450  22% 

Social Protection $1,074,881  $569,937  $0  $504,944  47% 

Total $22,668,865  $15,569,800  $0  $7,099,065  63% 

**As defined in the Global Humanitarian Action for Children COVID-19 Response Appeal through 31 December 2020.  Results against  

  COVID-19 indicators can be found in the Global Humanitarian Situation Reports. 
1 This does not include $4.9 million which has been reallocated for the Myanmar COVID-19 response from the Global Vaccine Alliance funding. 
2 This does not include $8.5 million from the Global Partnership for Education for which UNICEF will be the grant agent (not in HAC requirements). 

 

 


