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MOZAMBIQUE 
Humanitarian 

Situation Report No. 2 

UNICEF Appeal 2021 

US$ 52.8million 
UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 

• Large scale attack occurred on Palma town in 
northern Mozambique displaced over tens of 
thousands of people with many fleeing into the bush 
and still unaccounted for. 

• Nearly 250,000 children under 15 years have been 
vaccinated against measles in Cabo Delgado with 
UNICEF support in 2021. 

• Screening for acute malnutrition has been 
completed for over 260,000 children under five with 
support from UNICEF.  2,706 children with SAM are 
receiving treatment 

• Limited funding, challenging access to northeast of 
Cabo Delgado are among major constraints to 
provide humanitarian assistance 

 

Reporting Period: 1 – 30 March 2021 

 

Situation in Numbers 

689,000 
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

 

1.3 million 
people in need 

(OCHA Dec 2020) 

 

688,000 
Internally displaced people 

(IOM, Feb 2021)  

 

>17,000 
Internally displaced from 

Palma 

(IOM, 13 April 2021) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

© UNICEF/UN0440050/Bisol 



2 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 
UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children appeal identifies the need for $52.8 million to provide life-saving and life-

sustaining services for children and their caregivers in Mozambique. To date, in 2021, the Governments of Japan, 

Sweden, and the United Kingdom as well as Education Cannot Wait have contributed nearly $2.9 million to UNICEF 

Mozambique’s humanitarian response. UNICEF has also used its global humanitarian allocation of provide $3.2 million 

to support the response. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude for the contributions. The 2021 appeal, however, still 

has a funding gap of 61.5%. Details of UNICEF’s budget requirements can be found in Annex B below and includes 

significant needs for all of UNICEF Mozambique’s ongoing emergency programmes. Without the required funding, 

UNICEF will be unable to support families with access to basic services including safe water, health and nutrition 

services, learning opportunities, critical child protection support and response to gender-based violence. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The month of March was marked by a large scale attack by non-state armed groups (NSAG) on 24 March 2021 in Palma 

district in the north of Cabo Delgado province. The attacks lasted several days and sporadic fighting continues even 

though the NSAG have largely retreated. According to IOM, over 17,0001 people of whom 43 per cent are children, 

moved from Palma to neighboring districts namely Mueda (36%), Nangade (27%), Montepuez (18%), Pemba and 

Chiure. About 72 per cent of the IDP population are living in host communities. In all locations there are people with 

vulnerabilities including unaccompanied and separated children, elderly, pregnant or breastfeeding women, and people 

with disabilities. 

In response to the IDP influx to Pemba city, the provincial government established a transit centre that hosted 2682 IDPs 

which 55% were children. The number of IDPs in the centre is reducing with time as IDPs find family members or and 

according to CCCM cluster, as of 10 April there were 198 people remaining. Clusters are providing coordinated 

assistance to cover needs within the centre including water supply, sanitation facilities, psychosocial support, infant and 

young child feeding, and nutrition screening. UNICEF provided case management services to 71 unaccompanied and 

separated children (UASC) arriving from Palma moving them to a more secure child-friendly location. 

The number of reported cholera cases in Cabo Delgado and Nampula provinces have been decreasing since the last 

situation report. As of 5 April there were 4,5033 cumulative cases of which 75 percent occurred in Cabo Delgado. Of the 

total cholera-related deaths, of which there were 19, 84 per cent occurred in Cabo Delgado. The majority of cases 

occurred in Metuge and Chiure districts in Cabo Delgado and Meconta and Nampula City in Nampula province.  

During the reporting period, the health authorities indicated that COVID-19 cases have been decreasing. The total 

cumulative cases reported as of 12 April are 68,7924 with a death toll of 791. There are 8,596 active cases, and most of 

them concentrated in Maputo city. The positivity rate and number of hospitalizations are both on the decline5.  Although 

the COVID-19 cases have been reducing, the Government continued with restrictive measures.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

Health 

UNICEF supported a measles immunization campaign in Cabo Delgado between 22 and 27 March reaching 248,130 

children between six months and 15 years –reaching 60 per cent of the target for 2021.  The intervention—reaching 

both IDPs and residents—was implemented by province and district health directorate teams with UNICEF supporting 

with technical assistance and supply of 100,000 doses of the vaccine.  UNICEF also ensured delivery of other vaccines 

and essential health services to affected children in Cabo Delgado, Nampula, Sofala and Manica provinces resulting in  

4,368 children under two receiving all immunizations and 23,738 children and women accessing primary health care 

services in UNICEF supported health facilities—approximately 61 per cent of the target. Thus far in 2021, UNICEF has 

supported the Ministry of Health with supplies and tents for mobile brigades, static clinics and temporary clinics to 

improve the access of people on the move and host families to appropriate medical care in response to Cyclone Eloise 

and the increasing conflict and displacement.  This includes three tents, 26 interagency health emergency kits (IHEK), 

four IHEK malaria modules.  UNICEF continues the support to cholera response and capacity building; activities include 

disease surveillance and social mobilization in conjunction with water and sanitation support. UNICEF provided 10 

community kits for acute watery diarrhea for early start of rehydration reaching 2,500 people. 

 

 
1 https://dtm.iom.int/reports/mozambique-%E2%80%94-emergency-tracking-tool-palma-crisis-report-%E2%80%94-52-27-march-13-april-2021 
2 CCCM cluster situation report 
3 Provincial Health Directorate of Nampula and Cabo Delgado 
4 https://covid19.ins.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/boletim-diario-391-12.04.2021.pdf 
5 https://covid19.ins.gov.mz/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Analise-Epidemiologica-Semanal-05_04_21_FINAL.pdf 
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UNICEF supported planning and logistics for the rollout of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX initiative. The first 

tranche of 384,000 vaccinations doses were received on 8 March. Distribution will begin in May 2021 targeting 

vulnerable people with comorbidities. Health workers are being reached through vaccinations provided to the 

Government of Mozambique through alternative sources. 

 

Nutrition 

Overall, with UNICEF support, 465,716 children under five were 

screened for acute malnutrition and 2,706 were identified with 

SAM and received quality care as per national SAM treatment 

protocols, which corresponds to 34% of the 2021 target.  The 

results of a rapid SMART nutrition survey conducted in seven 

districts in Cabo Delgado in February 2021 indicated acute food 

shortages, with Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) prevalence, 

using weight for height, as high as 9.9 per cent and Severe 

Acute Malnutrition (SAM) prevalence at 1.9 per cent across both 

IDP sites and host communities. Ancuabe, Mecufi and Chiure 

have the highest rates with GAM prevalence of over six per cent 

and very high morbidity reported. To respond to the critical 

needs of children affected by SAM, UNICEF prepositioned 

nutrition supplies throughout Cabo Delgado and established 

partnerships to scale up nutrition activities in hard-to-reach areas.  In response to additional displacements, UNICEF 

supported the establishment of temporary spaces—for screening and referral of malnutrition cases and promotion of 

Infant, Young Child Feeding, improving health seeking behaviours and appropriate WASH practices—at the IDPs camps 

and transit sites with other humanitarian actors. This allowed reach to 27,911 child caregivers with IYCF messages, and 

over 100 community health workers and volunteers received IYCF training. 

 

Rapid nutrition assessments undertaken by the Nutrition Cluster in districts most impacted by Cyclone Eloise, in 

February and March 2021 indicate a degradation of the overall nutrition situation, with reported stockouts of essential 

nutrition supplies at health facilities, increased consumption of unsafe water, and an increase in reports of parasitic 

infections and diarrhoea among affected populations. The rapid nutrition assessment conducted in early March 2021 in 

Zambezia reported wasting rates in children under five between four per cent in Inhassunge and 16 per cent in 

Nhamacurra and Morrubala districts.  In response to these results, UNICEF provided support to increase and improve 

screening and referral services, supplies and technical assistance on treatment of SAM in children under five years, in-

service training of health staff in nutritional screening, and the delivery of key messages on IYCF.  As a result of UNICEF 

support from January to March 2021, 1,860 children aged 6 to 59 months were screened for acute malnutrition, of which 

21 were identified with SAM and 71 with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). All malnourished children were treated on 

an outpatient basis. 

 

Child Protection 

To strengthen the provision of psychosocial support (PSS) to 

children and their families during COVID-19, UNICEF partnered 

with REPSSI (Regional Psychosocial Support Initiative) to 

strengthen social workers’ capacity to identify children in need 

and provide psychosocial support.  UNICEF and partners have 

been providing PSS to 112 boys and 98 girls affected by the 

Palma conflict in addition to the 1,500 children in 10 existing 

PSS programmes in Ibo, Metuge, Montepuez and Pemba 

districts. To provide a package of services, through partners, 

UNICEF reached 136 children (67 girls), through case 

management services including 8 children (5 girls) with 

disabilities. UNICEF continued to work with the Social Welfare 

Department to strengthen family-based care for 

unaccompanied and separate children as well as support family 

tracing and reunification. With the Department of Justice, UNICEF supported a birth registration campaign to register or 

re-register over 10,000 IDPs (5,354 female), from Mocimboa da Praia, Quissanga, Macomia and Muidumbe, through 

mobile brigades. An additional 5,259 non-displaced children (2,652 female) also received birth certificates. To further 

strengthen the child protection systems, UNICEF has developed a six-month work plan on child protection and gender-
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based violence with the Department of Social Development and Department of Justice. A meeting with representatives 

of Niassa, Nampula and Cabo Delgado is scheduled for early May to finalize and bring together a comprehensive, 

harmonized child protection programme for all three locations. 

 

Education 

Schools reopened on 19 March. UNICEF, together with partners, focused on the safe return to learning by all children, 

and ensuring that learning facilities adhere to COVID-19 prevention measures in part through the printing of 30,000 

brochures and posters for all schools nationwide.  With the UNICEF Communication for Development (C4D) team and 

the Ministry of Education, a communication strategy was created, and messages were shared through radio and social 

media in local languages to promote the safe return of children to school.  Due to COVID-19 regulations, students 

participate in short “shifts” of school.  Distance education continues and remains part of UNICEF’s overall strategy for 

learning.  To date, UNICEF has supported over 51,746 children (23,354 girls) in Cabo Delgado, Sofala, Zambézia, 

Nampula, Tete and Niassa in distance education and COVID-19 prevention. UNICEF developed, with the Department 

of Provincial Education (DPE) in Nampula, an Education in Emergencies (EiE) strategy to address the number of IDPs 

moving into the province as well as COVID-19 challenges.  UNICEF has increased EiE staffing in Cabo Delgado to 

further develop a response strategy given the deteriorating situation and the number of children who are out of school 

and displaced.  Of particular concern are vulnerable adolescents. UNICEF also assisted the DPE in Sofala to develop 

and implement a response and recovery strategy following Cyclone Eloise.  

WASH 

Since the start of the year, to address the needs eminating from the Cabo Delgado and Cyclone Eloise emergencies, 

UNICEF has provided access to safe water to 116,060 people, communal latrines in temporary centres for 16,675 

people, support for latrines to 5,565 households, and hygiene 

messages to over 43,200. To address the existing COVID-19 needs, 

18,000 people received WASH and hygiene items. Work is ongoing to 

improve WASH facilities in three COVID isolation wards in Niassa and 

Inhambane province.  

In Cabo Delgado province, UNICEF and its partners responded to the 

newly displaced persons from Palma through set up of emergency 

WASH services in temporary settlements in Pemba as well as 

expanded existing services in resettlement areas in Montepuez 

District. Support includes distribution of hygiene and dignity kits and 

bottles of water purification drops as well as support for latrines and 

water supply. In April, UNICEF will establish partnerships to reach 

additional IDPs in Mueda District, and will provide WASH supplies for 

distribution through Médecins Sans Frontières.  In Sofala province, 

UNICEF is engaging in new partnerships to provide WASH 

infrastructure in the resettlement area for those affected by Cyclone 

Eloise, particularly in Buzi district, as well as Nhamatanda and 

Sussundenga districts. While new water points are being drilled, the 

requirement for water trucking remains. 

 

Cash-Based Programming  

As part of the COVID-19 Response Action Plan of the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Action (MGCAS), 

UNICEF, with the World Food Programme, is supporting cash payments and C4D messaging in four districts of Tete 

and Zambézia provinces. To allow mobile cash transfers for the registered 17,136 beneficiaries in Tete, a distribution of 

Vodacom SIM cards started in late March in parallel to payments.   This activity was preceded by a two-day training on 

the complaint and feedback mechanisms for a variety of people working with community members across a number of 

ministries and partners including community leaders, social workers, civil society organizations. UNICEF and WFP are 

collecting information and documenting lessons learned on the SIM card distribution, to be a base for advocacy of using 

a similar approach in Zambézia province. 

Communications for Development (C4D), Accountability to Affected Population  

In Cabo Delgado, the joint WASH-C4D-Health action to contain the cholera outbreak is ongoing. UNICEF C4D is 

supporting partnerships with national and international NGOs for enabling deployment of social mobilizers, engagement 

of community leaders and influencers, the distribution of information, education and communication (IEC) materials 

together with hygiene kits to mitigate harmful socio-cultural practices contributing to the spread of cholera. In March 

© 2021/UNICEF/Strachan 
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approximately 68,742 people were reached with life-saving messages. In partnership with the Institute for Social 

Communication (ICS), UNICEF is supporting the rehabilitation of a community radio in Ancuabe District of Cabo Delgado 

to reach host communities and IDPs from the more northern districts. In Nampula Province, UNICEF supports ICS in 

deploying “Multimedia Mobile Units” which have reached approximately 33,460 IDPs in relocation settlements and host 

communities.    

UNICEF continues to support the national COVID-19 risk communication and community engagement strategy by 

providing technical assistance and financing the production and dissemination of radio and TV spots, as well as the 

training of social mobilizers, and deployment of multimedia mobile units and community theatre groups. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF leads the WASH, Education in Emergencies, and Nutrition Clusters 

and the Child Protection sub-cluster or Area of Responsibility. All are 

supporting implementation of the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan in 

Cabo Delgado under OCHA’s leadership as well as general support 

nationwide.  At the inter-agency level, UNICEF plays a key role within the 

National PSEA Network, providing a co-chair and acting coordinator. In 

March 2021, a sub-national PSEA Network was created in Cabo Delgado 

province. Work Plans for the National and Sub-National PSEA Network from 

Cabo Delgado as well as revised SOPs were approved at the HCT.   

 

UNICEF efforts in implementing the Procedure for Managing Risks of 

Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in Implementing Partnerships are 

continuous. From January-March, six implementing partners were 

assessed.  The focal points of the sub-national Networks of Cabo Delgado 

(22 participants) and Sofala/Manica (15 participants) received virtual 

trainings on the PSEA SOPs.  In Maputo, 19 members of the government-

led reference group on confronting trafficking in person domestic violence, 

were trained in PSEA. In Cabo Delgado, UNICEF has trained 191 persons 

on PSEA, including enumerators taking part in the SMART nutrition 

assessment, provincial health authorities, officials from the agriculture 

secretariat (SETSAN) and UNICEF implementing partners. 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
Press Releases: 

• https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/geneva-palais-briefing-situation-children-cabo-delgado-mozambique 
• https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-fore-situation-children-following  

Social Media Posts: 

• https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz/status/1377232834293870592  
• https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz/status/1376894990547361802 
• https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz/status/1373333548334264322 
• https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz/status/1371829673898967046 
• https://twitter.com/UNICEF_Moz/status/1369646740517818373 
• https://www.facebook.com/119248088160136/posts/3800877933330448/  

Next SitRep: 23 May 2021 
 

UNICEF Mozambique: https://www.unicef.org/mozambique/en 

UNICEF Mozambique Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicef.mozambique 

UNICEF Mozambique Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/mozambique  

  

 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Maria Luisa Fornara 

Representative 

Mozambique 

Tel: (258) 21481104 

Email: maputo@unicef.org 

Katarina Johansson 

Deputy Representative-

Programmes 

Mozambique 

Tel: (258) 21481104 

Email: maputo@unicef.org 

Jane Strachan 

Chief Field Operations/Emergency 

Mozambique 

Tel:  +258843917926 

Email: jstrachan@unicef.org  

© 2021/UNICEF/Strachan 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
  UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector Total 
needs6 

2021 
target 

Total 
results 

Change 

since last 

report 

2021 
target 

Total 
results 

Change 

since last 

report 

 

Indicator    

Health    

# of children under-five provided with 
consultations (sick consultation in HF 
and MB) 

 84,785   33,914   71,646  0   
 

# number of children under 15 years 
receiving measles rubella vaccine 
during child health days in response to 
emergency 

 412,954   412,954   248,175   248,175 ▲    

 

# children and women accessing 
primary health care in UNICEF-
supported facilities 

Not 
available 

 120,000   72,805   23,738 ▲   
 

Nutrition        

# of children 6-59 months admitted for 
treatment of SAM 

 16,000   8,000   2,706   1,478▲   8,000   2,706   1,478▲  

# of children 6-59 months receiving 
routine vitamin A supplementation 

 400,000   200,000   118,931   37,707▲   400,000   118,931   37,707▲  

# of children 6-59 months screened for 
acute malnutrition (MUAC)  

 500,000   380,000   407,916   260,437▲   380,000   465,716   280,437▲  

Child Protection        

# of children who receive case 
management services 

74,000  11,000   554   140 ▲  11,100  547 140▲ 

# of children (re)issued with birth 
registration 

Not 
available 

100,000     13,740   5,259▲   100,000   13,740  5,259▲  

# of children who have access to 
psychosocial support through child-
friendly spaces and schools 

Not 
available 

 37,000   1,752   360▲  37,000     1,752   360 ▲ 

Education        

# of children supported with 
distance/home based learning (Covid-
19 indicator) 

Not 
available 

177,247 51,746  10,679▲  428,700 154,973 154,973▲ 

# of children at PE level receiving 
humanitarian assistance (TLS, including 
basic learning materials) by UNICEF 
project support 

Not 
available 

179,889 49,000  15,000▲  850,000 958,736 958,736▲ 

# of children receiving personal hygiene 
and MHM-kits 

Not 
available 

179,899  16,000   16,000▲  167,560 148,440 
 

148,440▲ 

WASH        

# of people with access to sufficient 
quantity of safe water 

 920,000   216,000   116,060   19,250 ▲  320,000   176,970   42,660▲  

# of people with access to appropriate 
sanitation facilities in accommodation 
centers, communities and institutions 

 200,000   108,000   16,675   4,105▲   200,000   37,510   23,920▲  

# of people reached with critical WASH 
supplies (including hygiene items) and 
services 

 800,000   400,000   23,135   5,135▲   800,000   174,550   31,550▲  

Social Protection        

# households reached with 
unconditional cash transfers 

Not 
available  

25,500 0 
0   

 

C4D/AAP        

# of people reached with integrated-
package of life-saving and protective 
behaviors. 

1,387,493  1,387,493  
 

448,449 
 

111,449 ▲  
 

  

 

# of adolescents and young people 
engaged in sharing lifesaving and 
protective information and promoting 
uptake of services 

 
 

Not 
available 

196,400 

  
 

1,479  

 

 
   

 

 
6 Total Needs refers to needs identified in the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan plus UNICEF’s determination of needs outside of 

the HRP areas including nationwide needs and COVID-19. 
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-over $ % 

Health  $10,845,022 1,397,693 1,628,663 7,818,666 72% 

Nutrition $4,980,528 - 574,556 4,405,972 88% 

Child Protection $6,285,963 1,696,274 1,811,159 2,778,530 44% 

Education $9,716,881 341,668 2,298,647 7,076,566 73% 

WASH $11,024,813 2,347,648 5,525,479 3,151,687 29% 

Social Protection $7,786,886 - 291,840 7,495,046 96% 

C4D/AAP  $2,157,840 460,603 1,159,520 537,717 25% 

Total $52,797,933 7,095,886 13,289,864 32,412,183  61% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal of 3rd December 2020 for a period of 12 months. This does not include  

the estimated $9 million required to address the needs arising from Cyclone Eloise. 


