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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

The Islamic Republic of Mauritania registered its first confirmed case of COVID-19 on 13 
March, 2020. As of 30 May, 483 confirmed cases were recorded, including 26 
recoveries and 21 deaths. Restrictive measures in place since mid-March have been 
partially eased on 6 May, with the reopening of shops and markets; and the easing of 
the curfew. Schools are closed until the end of June. 
 
On May 7, the Government adopted a multisectoral response plan to COVID-19 
encompassing the preexisting response plan from the Ministry of Health and completed 
with the response to the economic and social impact of the pandemic. The support 
provided to the Government by the United Nations and the humanitarian and 
development partners is coordinated through the Incident Command System (ICS). 
UNICEF ensures leading the “Risk communication and community engagement” 
(RCCE), including community watch, and “Infection Prevention and Control” (IPC) 
pillars.  
 
The helpline set up to provide information 24 hours/7 days a week has treated more 
than 441,000 calls since 18 March, 2020. An average of 428 alerts/day were reported 
between 18-22 May. 
 
According to the INFORM COVID-19 Risk Index, Mauritania shows high risks from 
health and humanitarian impacts of COVID-19 that could overwhelm current national 
response capacity, and therefore lead to a need for additional international assistance. 
The country is ranked 27th at the world level and 8th at the regional level. 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

As a result of the rapid increase of cases since 14 
May, new treatment sites have opened in Nouakchott. 
To respond to the additional training needs for case 
management and infection prevention and control, 12 
hygienists and 20 medical doctors operating in 
Nouakchott were trained by UNICEF and Enabel. 
Following the training, this skilled staff has been 
deployed on the treatment center located at the 
University. 

 
WASH and IPC 

Hygiene and sanitation conditions as well as IPC 
practices are being improved at a treatment center 
located at the University. UNICEF ensures the lead of 
the “Infection Prevention and Control” (IPC) response’ 
pillar. The group held its seventh and eighth weekly 
meeting during the reporting period. The following 
points for action have been identified in this 
framework: encourage the regular participation of IPC 
focal points from the Ministry of Health in the pillar 
meetings; accelerate cascade training on IPC/case 
management; support the Regional Directorates of 
Health to agree on a mechanism for evaluating ICP 
practices and the availability of PPE and hygiene 
products in the regions' health facilities. 
 
 

 

 

RCCE/C4D 

 
Installation of physical distancing signs in stores. 
 
UNICEF is supporting the COVID-19 helpline. More 
than 441,000 calls have been handled by the call 
center since its opening. An extension of the center is 
underway in order to handle all alerts following the 
increase in cases. The mass awareness campaign has 
been stepped up following the relaxation of preventive 
measures. Spots on what to do in case of symptoms, 
how to organize outings, and on attitudes and 
behaviors during Eid, were produced and broadcasted. 
Physical distancing devices were set up in shops in 
Nouakchott.  On Facebook, the publications reached 
1,115,000 people from 13 to 27 May, 2020.  
UNICEF ensures the lead of the “Risk communication 
and community engagement” (RCCE) response’ pillar. 
The group held its seventh and eighth weekly meeting 
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during the reporting period. The coordination tools 
have been updated in this framework. 
 
Education 

The sensitizations on COVID-19 and distance 
education during the crisis continue to operate 
nationwide, including internet (www.monecole.gov.mr), 
television and radio education programs. It is 
estimated that about 10,000 students have been able 
to carry on their learning so far, despite the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 

Dispatching of booklets and solar radio essential to the 
distance learning program. 
 
UNICEF equipped the Ministry of Education with 1,300 
solar radios, 10,000 textbooks and 40,000 exercise 
books thanks to the support of the Federal Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). Four 
vehicles 4x4 were also donated to strengthen field 
monitoring activities and allow regional and 
departmental inspectors to follow up the COVID 
response in remote and hard to reach locations. 
Concerning the refugee camp of M’Berra, the 
response plan is fully implemented through education 
radio programs, distribution of textbooks, parental 
education and homework follow-up through WhatsApp 
groups. Most of the actions are also carried out for the 
benefit of younger children (3-6 years old).  UNICEF 
has been carrying on with their advocacy activities for 
the reopening of schools through high-level meetings 
with officials from the Ministry of Education. A 
possibility to reopen schools on 1 July for those 
children who will sit final exams this year is currently 
explored.  
 

Child protection 

Child Protection actors carry on the sensibilization of 
population and children in all target regions with 
40,694 persons reached since early March and 11,885 
children reached in Nouakchott this week. The 
monitoring of child rights violations is also on-going, 
with an increase of police violence registered during 
curfew time these past days. In response, the 
protection group is developing awareness-raising 
materials to be disseminated among law enforcement 
agents deployed in urban areas and border points. A 
referral pathway was established between the helpline 
run by the Ministry of Health and the Child Help Line 
which allowed a direct referral of protection related 
cases, including sexual and gender-based violence. A 
total of 169 “serious” calls were receive since the 

beginning of the epidemic. Training modules are being 
designed to increase the capacity of frontline workers 
to respond to families and children impacted or 
affected by the virus. In addition to the provision of 
psychological assistance, UNICEF is advocating with 
the Ministry of Health for the set-up, in the confinement 
sites, of dedicated units to accommodate families and 
isolated children, with the presence of dedicated social 
workers. Three emergency shelters, two in Nouakchott 
and one in Nouadhibou, set-up by the Ministry of 
Social Affairs with a joint IOM, Save the Children and 
UNICEF assistance are operational. Assistance to 
victims of SGBV continued with six cases recorded this 
week, mostly in Nouakchott area. The penitentiary 
administration has decided to minimize access to 
detention and reintegration centers, reducing access of 
partners and consequently activities carried out with 
children deprived of liberty whose contact with their 
families has also halted. Thanks to our advocacy 
efforts, the release of children has increased, with 40 
children reintegrated with their families since early 
March benefitting from a close social follow-up. 
 

 
Food distribution and awareness-raising in partnership with 
Terre des Hommes Lausanne 

Supply 

The supply plan for COVID-19 has been finalized. It 
focuses on securing PPEs, RUTF and other lifesaving 
items. An order for PPEs of more than five metric tons 
(436m3) and worth US$ 79,223 and disinfecting 
supplies worth US$ 18,615 was placed. Supplies worth 
$58,080 was received and donated to the 
Government. Movement of humanitarian goods into 
the country has not been affected despite current 
restriction and border closure. However, these 
restrictions at global level have an impact on the 
international supply chain and the delivery of 
programme supplies. The provision of essential items 
such as personal protective equipment (PPE) is 
limited, due both to growing demand and restrictions to 
export these products. School supplies are heavily 
dependent on China and delivery time will be longer 
than usual due to production delays at Chinese 
suppliers. The delivery of nutritional products and of 
some key WASH products, such as water purification 
tablets, is generally shipped by sea freight (i.e. less 
exposed to air freight disruptions). 
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Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Nutrition:  
UNICEF, in close collaboration with the MoH and partners, supported the treatment of SAM children, with a focus on 
the districts affected by nutrition emergency (GAM > 15 per cent and / or SAM > 2 per cent). A total of 8,087 SAM 
cases were admitted for treatment throughout the country since January, including 5,166 cases in 21 emergency 
districts. Mobile strategy and involvement of community health workers in OPT programme are being scaled up 
throughout the country as part of the roadmap to introduce the simplified approach. As part of prevention of wasting, 
23,206 primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months received IYCF counseling through facilities and community 
platforms. For the first quarter of the year, 70,629 children were systematically screened in the health care facilities, 
resulting in the detection of 5,229 SAM children and 11,374 MAM children. 8,087 cases of SAM were admitted for 
treatment, i.e. 36% of the annual target (22,470) and 30.6% of the burden (26,435). SAM admissions are up 34% from 
last year (8,087 versus 6,009). 4 regions of the country recorded more than 20% increase in SAMs compared to 2019 
(Gorgol (25%); Hodh Chargui (31%); Hodh El Gharbi (40%); Tagant (80%). 89% recovery; 0.4% deaths and 10% 
abandonment are recorded. This increase in the number of cases reinforces the dynamics of the upward review of the 
country's need for nutritional inputs. 10100 boxes of RUTF (DFID 2020 fund) are in UNICEF stock after a distribution 
of 8,900 boxes (FFP 2019 fund), 10,000 boxes (CERF) are expected to arrive shortly.   
 
Health: 
An important staff turnover within EPI, UNICEF is stepping in for vaccine management, data management and close 
activities monitoring while preparing for reinforcing the capacity of the onboarding staff.  To maintain health services 
delivery, UNICEF provided technical and financial support for setting up community solar cold chain maintenance 
system in the moughataa of Barkewol. CCEOP equipment is being installed and immunization activities monitored for 
better coverage and equity alongside with the vaccine stock at all level monitoring. 
 
WASH: 
Despite current restrictions, WASH activities are continuing in the regions. However, most of the sensitization has 
been affected, either by a change of approach (door-to-door) or by their conversion to equipment installation. 
 
Education: 
In the refugee camp of M’Berra and the host community of Bassiknou, UNICEF effort to support education access and 
quality during the COVID-19 is moving forward. Such actions are targeting both formal and non-formal education. 
Koranic education has been supported thorough the distribution of hygiene kits distributed to 70 Mahadras. The 
community radio of Bassiknou has been broadcasting education programs both for primary and secondary education. 
In addition, at the primary level (grades 4th, 5th and 6th) around 743 children (400 boys, 343 girls) participated in 
distance learning activities receiving hands out, textbooks and support from their teachers through WhatsApp groups. 
At the secondary level, candidates for the Baccalaureate and DEF carry on with their learning through distance 
courses with handouts notes (courses and exercises) and the support of the parent/teacher association, school 
personnel and the Mahadras association. So far, 239 kits for distance learning were distributed to the Bac candidates 
and 191 kits to children sitting the DEF at the end of the current school year. Follow-up groups are functional to 
monitor and support children’s learning. 78 students (50 boys and 28 girls) are currently taking distance courses to be 
better prepared for their final exams. At the pre-primary level, following community consultations with the school 
management committees (COGEP) and under the urge of the Pedagogical Council of the M’Berra camp, classes 
resumed throughout the camp under a new formula gathering children in groups of five children by level, within their 
blocks of residence. The groups are assembled according to the principle of proximity and in the utmost respect for 
the rules of conduct enacted by the Ministry of Health regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. Through this approach each 
community teacher has been able to teach to 25 children per week. In addition, 600 children (292 boys, 308 girls) 
received learning and playing kits during the reporting period. This approach will also be implemented soon in the host 
community of Bassiknou. 
 

Child protection:  

24,120 vulnerable children (14,655 girls) were sensitized on COVID-19 and respect for barrier gestures since the 
beginning of the response. UNICEF and its partners provided various responses to children, including social 
monitoring and psychosocial support (215 children, including 123 girls). During this period, 40 children benefited from 
socio-economic support. The Child protection working group met on 22 May, 2020 to better orient its intervention 
strategy in relation to the COVID-19 prevention campaign. In this framework, alternative options are being developed 
to protect street children, including those associated to unofficial religious centers/Mahadras. The project to migrate 
the Ministry of Social Affairs database on-line was approved by counterparts who should facilitate the generation of 
data and the management of cases throughout the country. Three out of seven Centers for the Protection and Social 
Integration of Children were converted into emergency centers which are now operational. 

 

Supply and Logistics 

As part of the emergency response, US$ 691,136.53 worth of supplies were distributed across the country from 
January to April 2020, including RUTF and anthropometric items targeting 22,470 children (US$ 626,147.26), along 
with educational items (US$ 61,501).  



Funds 
received 
in 2020, 

$1M

Fundin
g gap, 
$17M

Funding Status (in US$)

   

Funding Overview and Partnerships        
               USD 18,800,000 
 
US$ 18,800,000 is estimated to be needed to respond to the COVID-
19 epidemic in Mauritania in addition to the chronic humanitarian 
situation. According to risk analysis in Mauritania and considering the 
evolution of current trends at the regional and global levels, the 
epidemic risks in the country appears to be very high, therefore 
mobilizing adequate level of funding will be critical to support the 
Government in its efforts to contain the outbreak. UNICEF Mauritania 
wishes to express its heartfelt gratitude to all public and private sector 
donors (particularly BMZ, Denmark, GPE, Sida, USAID). Mauritania 
would especially like to thank donors who have contributed to 
“unearmarked” funding. 
 

External Media 

 
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/540272266645699/ 
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/1478504702311215/ 
https://web.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/249878259407686/ 
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Marc Lucet  
Representative  
Mauritania 
+ (222) 42 78 31 00 
mlucet@unicef.org 

Judith Léveillée 
Deputy Representative  
Mauritania 
+ (222) 42 78 34 00 
jleveillee@unicef.org 
 

 
 



Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 12,026 5,007 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 
available support services to address their needs through established feedback 
mechanisms 

1,200,000 441,468 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 
services 

50,000 600 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided with 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

5,000 5,058 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) 

2,000 192 

Health   
Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 
management of COVID-19 cases including among children, pregnant and 
breastfeeding women 

500 72 

Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare services, including 
immunization, prenatal and postnatal care, HIV care and Gender-Based Violence 
(GBV) response care in UNICEF supported facilities 

8,200 children 
3,280 women 

9,959 children 
(4783 girls, 5179 
boys) 
962 women 

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received IYCF 
counseling through facilities and community platforms 

29,220 23,206 

Nutrition   
Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) 

22,470 
8,087 (4100 girls, 
3987 boys) 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 150,000 
16,558 (6,951 
girls, 9,607 boys) 

Child Protection and GBV    
Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 
alternative care arrangements 

500 45 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community-based 
mental health and psychosocial support 

10,000 70 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on GBV risk 
mitigation and referrals for survivors 

100 0 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible channel to 
report sexual exploitation and abuse 

240 169 

 
  



Annex B 

Funding Status 
Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 
C4D / RCCE 2,300,000 199,500 2,100,500 91% 
WASH & IPC 6,500,000 450,985 6,049,015 93% 
Nutrition  3,000,000 80,000 2,920,000 97% 

Health 4,000,000 70,000 3,930,000 98% 

Child Protection 1,000,000 15,000 985,000 99% 

Education 1,000,000 110,000 890,000 89% 

Data collection, 
coordination, technical 
support and operational 
costs 

1,000,000 35,000 965,000 97% 

Total 18,800,000 960,485 17,339,515 95% 

 

 


