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A child looks on at the launch ceremony of the Back to School campaign in  
Bamako on 21 October 2013. Copyright: © UNICEF Mali / 2013 / Cao 

 

HEADLINES 

 UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Education through the Back to School initiative, 

which launched nationwide on 21 October with opening ceremonies taking place in Bamako, 

Gao, Kayes, Koulikoro, Ségou, Sikasso, as well as a ceremony in Timbuktu including the Prime 

Minister, the Minister of Education, the UNICEF Country Representative and UNICEF Regional 

Director. 

 The resumption of schooling in Kidal has been postponed due to security constraints, however 

UNICEF has pre-positioned school materials through the Governor of Kidal in collaboration with 

local partner GARDL for four schools and three preschools. 

 UNICEF partners rehabilitated the water supply system in Nampala, in Ségou region benefiting 

12,000 people.  

 The first instances of family reunification, including cross-border reunification, have taken place 

this month, with seven children previously associated with armed groups returned to their 

families.  

 UNICEF requires $91.9 million to provide urgent assistance to children in Mali. So far, 

approximately $35.4 million or 39 per cent of the required funding has been received.  
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UPDATE OF THE HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 

 

 A recent survey conducted by ACTED has indicated that 88 per cent of households that have been 
displaced from the North and have been staying in Bamako wish to return. Only 4 per cent did not want to 
return and 8 per cent were uncertain about returning at the time of the survey. For households that do not 
wish to return to areas in the North, four key reasons were given: 1) better security in Bamako, 2) the 
better economic situation in Bamako than in regions of origin, 3) loss of all property/assets in areas of 
origin and 4) having people with southern origins in the household and therefore, having a familial and/or 
cultural link to the South.  

 A significant number of displaced people continue to return to northern Mali from southern regions, with 
4695 people returning from 6 to 19 October. Most are returning to Timbuktu and Gao; in this period 4,428 
returned to these two areas. 

 Some people continue to move to from the North to Southern regions with 571 people moving in the 
period from 6 to 19 October. 

 Compared to last year, there is an increase in malaria cases reported, but with fewer deaths. As of the 
end of mid-October, 1,331,955 suspected cases, resulting in 634 deaths, have been reported. For the 
same period last year, a total of 935,740 cases and 896 deaths were recorded.   

 
KEY SECTOR HIGHLIGHTS: CHILD PROTECTION, EDUCATION, NUTRITION AND WASH 

 

 UNICEF protection provided support in Mopti, Kayes, Koulikoro and the district of Bamako for 11,468 
people (6,554 girls/women; 4,664 boys/men; and 250 children) for the dissemination of  awareness 
raising messages on gender-based violence (GBV) and on basic services available to GBV survivors.  

 In line with the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Government of Mali and the United 
Nations on the transfer of children associated with the armed groups and armed forces, UNICEF 
continues to work closely with the Ministry for the Promotion of Women, the Family, and Children, the 
ICRC, MINUSMA and other partners on the return and reintegration of these children. In October, two 
boys previously associated with armed groups were returned to their home countries in Niger and five 
boys released by the armed groups returned to Kidal. 

 To date, 172,207 children and 88,126 adults have been reached by Child Protection sub-Cluster 
members through different activities, such as awareness sessions, psychosocial and recreational 
activities, referral (medical/legal) and identification, documentation, tracing and reunification (IDTR) 
services. 

 In collaboration with UNICEF, the Ministry for the Promotion of Women, Family and Children held a 
technical workshop to discuss the National Strategy for the Promotion and Protection of the Children from 

Mali Situation at a Glance 

Total population (census 2009)
 1

 14,528,662 

Children under 18 (census 2009) 7,453,080 

Children Under 5 (census 2009) 3,114,000 

Children Under Five with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)
2
 210,000 

Children Under Five with Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM)
2
 450,000 

Internally Displaced Population 
3
 311,300 

Refugees in Neighbouring countries 
4 
 175,282 

Number of Separated/Unaccompanied Children registered Dec 2012- Feb 2013 
(verified) 

5
 

767 
(Of which 86 non-accompanied) 

Number of gender-based violence cases reported (as of 22 October)
 6
 2,180 

Number of mine/ UXO victims 2012-2013 
7
 99 

1 
The National Institute of Statistics undertook a review of the national population in May 2013, based upon growth estimates from 

the 2009 census – age groups were not disaggregated in this revision.  
2
Cluster Nutrition, June 2012 CAP, based upon data from the 

June 2011 SMART survey; 
3 
Population Movement Commission estimates; 25 July. 

4
UNHCR 25 September.  

5
 September 2013. 

This updated number is the first time we have had verified numbers of separated and accompanied children can be reported based 
upon the currently established child protection monitoring system. Previous estimates were based upon field reports.  

6
 These are 

only GBV cases reported in the 4 regions where UNICEF partners are working on GBV (Kayes, Koulikoro, Mopti and Bamako), all 

are emergency related cases. A total of 1,113 of these survivors opted to receive care. 
 7

 Since March 2012 there have been 51 child 

victims including 6 child deaths; There have been 50 accidents in 2013 with 8 deaths, of the 2013 total there were 25 child victims 
and three child deaths. Reporting mechanism coordinated with UNMAS and Handicap International.  
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10 to 11 October 2013. This workshop marks an important step in the strengthening of the political and 
institutional framework to ensure a more protective environment for children in Mali. 

 UNICEF’s nutrition component supported the Ministry of Health through the organization of a ‘catch-up’ 
campaign providing vitamin A and deworming in the six southern regions.  

 UNICEF and Education Cluster members continued their support for the Ministry of Education-led Back 
to School campaign, playing a key role in technical support and planning for the supply distribution of 
teaching, learning and educational materials at the school level. To date, UNICEF and partners have 
provided education materials for 624 schools and 34 preschools nationwide, supporting 113,901 students 
and 2,249 children (against an annual target of 500,000). In the North (Gao and Timbuktu regions), 480 
schools and 6 preschools, supporting 80,035 students and 267 children were provided with school 
supplies and equipment.  

 According to the Education Cluster, 115,111 conflict-affected students have been able to complete the 
2012-13 school year in the North following support to catch up classes. 

 UNICEF and its health partners have completed a campaign of Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention to 
administer a first round of preventive treatment for malaria to more than 173,000 eligible children under 
the age of five (94 per cent coverage) in three southern districts, with UNICEF providing all the 
medication and a significant portion of the operational costs. The Timbuktu regional stock of antimalarial 
injections for severe cases is being reinforced by the delivery of 3,000 ampoules of antimalarial injections. 

 UNICEF completed the rehabilitation of the water supply system in Nampala, Ségou, which is located 35 
km from the border of Mauritania and has a population of 12,000 people.  

 
CONFLICT AND RECOVERY RESPONSE 
Nutrition data for humanitarian response is reported nationwide and is indicated in the nutrition response table 
below in the Mali Nutrition Response section (pages 5 – 6).   
 

Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

WASH 

Number of people who 
received temporary access 
to potable chlorinated 
water of sufficient quantity

1
 

1,549,672 824,655 53% 2,000,000 
 

992,785 
 

50% 

Number of people who 
received access to an 
improved potable water 
source  

136,000 106,370 78% 250,000 198,084 79% 

Number of households 
received a hygiene kit & a 
community hygiene 
awareness session (in 
conflict affected areas) 

200,000 50,654 25% 200,000 75,802
1
 

 
38% 

Health / nutrition centres 
received WASH 
interventions (latrines / 
safe water/ chlorine 
products / hygiene 
promotion)

2
  

150 21 18% 200 81 41% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, ACTED, CARE, Handicap International, IRC, MDM-B, Oxfam-GB, Solidarités 
International.  
1
Hygiene kits are a response to short-term emergencies such as cholera, flooding or displacement. Until August there 

had only been a small cholera outbreak and limited flooding. UNICEF has focused on sustainable systems such as 
improved potable water sources, and temporary support to chlorination of water systems. 

2
 To date, the agreements 

signed between UNICEF and its operational partners should allow 128 health centres to be rehabilitated by end of 2013. 
The interventions listed here are only those which are complete. 

Health 

Number of people in 
measles-affected areas 
reached with vaccination 
activities – northern 
regions and Mopti)  

367,856 208,367 57%  
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Number of people in 
measles-affected areas 
reached with vaccination 
activities – southern 
regions)

1
 

1,362,943 1,635,555 120% 

Number of people with 
access to health facilities 
supported by UNICEF 
partners

2
 

1,320,000 667,881 51% 

Number of health facilities 
supported by UNICEF

3
 

120 68 57% 

Number of children under 
5 provided Vitamin A in 
each round of integrated 
vaccination in the conflict 
affected North 

4
 

276,493 168,134 61% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ALIMA, MDM. There has been no change in these indicators since September as UNICEF 
is in the process of compiling data. Updated information will be available in the next situation report in November.  
1
Target remains under revision with the Ministry of Health. 

2
 UNICEF has provided supplies and supports human 

resources and operational capacity; centres are now supported in cooperation with ECHO direct financing to partners. 
This indicator demonstrates coverage of the registered population in the health areas supported by UNICEF partners. 
3
Target from UNICEF 2013 Humanitarian Response Plan. Result from the health facilities covered by MDM-B in Gao and 

Kidal and Alima in Timbuktu – 4 CSRef; 47 CSCom; 17 Emergency Medical Posts or Advanced Health Posts. 
4
 In 

northern regions weaknesses in the cold chain remains a critical bottleneck which UNICEF is working to overcome before 
the end of 2013. UNICEF will aim to vaccinate all children in the North who have not yet received vaccinations in 2013.  

Child 
Protection 

Number of people reached 
by community level Mine 
Risk Education activities

1
 

 
100,000 

 
89,001 

 
79% Not 

defined 
172,857 

 
n/a 

Number of personnel 
trained to conduct Mine 
Risk Education activities 

2 
600 525 87% 

Not 
defined 

525 n/a 

Number of children 
released from armed 
forces or groups provided 
with care / support 

3
 

100% of 
identified 

20 
100% of 
identified 

100% of 
identified 

20 
100% of 
identified 

Number of children 
released from armed 
forces or groups reunited 
with families/ tutors 

100% of 
identified 

7 35% 
100% of 
identified 

7 35% 

Number of GBV survivors 
who receive appropriate 
care and support (medical, 
psychosocial, economic, 
judicial services) 

4
 

1,050 1,113  106% 
 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ENDA/BNCE, Handicap International, IRC, Sini Sanuman, Samu Social, Tagne, Terre des 
Hommes Caritas, IOM, UNMAS, InterSOS. The number of people reached by community level Mine Risk Education now 
includes a broader range of partners including from MAG in Ségou.  
1
 This result has now been split between UNICEF and cluster for the first time, hence the reason for the lower UNICEF 

total as compared to the June situation report.  
2 
UNICEF supported the Regional Directorate for Social Development to train 500 personnel on MRE and GBV in August 

and September. 
3 
To date all children confirmed as released from armed forces or groups have been taken into care. There are now two 

centres to support children released by armed groups or forces being supported by UNICEF. Where new cases are 
identified and children liberated UNICEF is responding. UNICEF has trained Malian Armed Forces to respond to children 
in armed groups and on the battlefield.

 
 

4
 While the initial target was 750, the Child Protection Section has increased the target to 1,050 through the end of the 

year in consideration of the current capacity to respond. The total number of GBV cases is higher nationally and UNFPA 
is the lead for the GBV sub-cluster.

 

Education 

IDP children in host 
schools/ conflict or flood 
affected children 
benefitting from Education 
Supplies – northern 
regions and southern 
regions 

1
 

500,000 141,427 28% 803,584 154,505 19% 
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NUTRITION RESPONSE 

Teachers trained to 
provide psychosocial 
support to students  

3,000 2,814 94% 5,000 3,787 76% 

Temporary learning 
spaces installed  100 72 63% 100 72 63% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACAS, APADL, APROMORS, CRADE, GARDL, Danish Refugee Council, Handicap 
International, International Rescue Committee, Plan International/Mali, Save the Children. In northern regions government 

authorities are now re-established and a limited number of NGO partners are scaling up capacity.
1 

This number includes 
the 113,901 children benefitting from support through the Back to School campaign. The  Ministry of Education Back to 
School initiative, supported by UNICEF, has identified children in the vulnerable areas (risk of natural disasters, impact of 
nutrition crisis and political crisis) in need of immediate education support. Target to be reached through the 2013-2014 
Back to School Campaign. 
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Number of mobilisation 
visits to concessions/ 
households 

759,846 3,041 1% 

 Number of group 
discussions on Essential 
Family Practices 78,983 3,743 2% 

  

UNICEF C4D has begun a new project cycle. C4D has re-signed  a PCA is for ASDAP ;  the PCA for the other C4D 
partner RECOTRADE has not yet come into effect. The number of displaced persons educated on Essential Family 
Practices was not included as an indicator because there has been no reported activity since the end of the previous 
project cycle in August.  

Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

 

Cumulative 
results 
(North / 
South) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 
 

Cluster 
Target 

 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

(North / 
South) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 
 

Nutrition 1 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children with 
severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) with no 
complications (URENAS)

2 

125,000  

66,069 (of 
which 

11,633 North 
/ 54 436 
South) 

59% 125,000 

 
66,069 (of 

which 
11,633 North 

/ 54 436 
South) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

59% 
 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children with 
severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) with complications 
(URENI) 

8,073 of 
which 

960 North / 
7,113 South 

 
8,073 of 
which 

960 North / 
7,113 South 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children with 
moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) 
(URENAM)

 

 270,000  113,517 42% 

Percentage of health 
areas supported by NGOs 
for treatment of acute 
malnutrition 

3
 

900 
(~70%) 

714 79% 
900  

(~70%) 
735 81% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, Alima-AMCP, ASDAP, AVSF, IRC, MDM-B, MDM-F. 18 operational partners 
supporting 543 health structures of 1,264 nationwide. Supported centres not supported by UNICEF partners in Timbuktu 
are assisted by MSF. 

1 
The indicators on the quality of the nutrition treatment programme (cure, death and abandonment 

rates) are only provided by the Ministry of Health every quarter – and for Southern regions only. For the first quarter data 
see the July SitRep, data for quarter 2 2013 is not yet available. 

2
 The target of 125,000 compared to an annual burden of 

210,000 was rationally defined in consultation with partners. Each NGO has given its planning figure and how many 
children they expect to admit for SAM treatment (this corresponds to 69% coverage). This is the total number of health 
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North  
762  

South  
1,256  

 

Trend in Admissions for Therapeutic Feeding Programmes - 1 January to 14 October 2013 

 
MAM – Moderate Acute Malnutrition; MAS – Severe Acute Malnutrition;  

Source: Ministry of Health, NGOs, Nutrition Cluster 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

 In January 2012, at the beginning of the crisis, the country office had a total of 108 staff employed. As of 
25 October 2013, the office has 197 staff including 5 stand-by partners: Save the Children, MRE, Cornell 
University and NRC as well as consultants and UNICEF staff on support mission. UNICEF continues to 
have staff present in zonal offices in Gao, Kayes, Mopti, Sikasso and a presence in Timbuktu.  

 

SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS  
 

 Since January 2013, UNICEF has distributed 2083 metric tons (MT) of supplies for a 
total value of US$6,952,169.59. From 15 September to 24 October UNICEF has 
distributed in total 591MT of supplies of which 165MT to the north and 426MT to 
the Southern regions of Mali for a total value of US$1,523,323. 

 

 

 

 -

 1,000

 2,000

 3,000

 4,000

 5,000

 6,000

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31 33 35 37 39 41

New Admissions MAM / Week New Admissions MAS / Week

areas covered minus those covered by MSF which do not receive support from UNICEF. 
3
 For districts that do not have the 

support of NGOs for the year 2013, a theoretical coverage of 36.9%, highlighting the lack of capacity / dedicated personal 
support of acute malnutrition, active screening, and logistics capabilities. 

WASH 

Number of severely 
malnourished children in 
treatment programmes 
who receive hygiene kits 
and hygiene promotion 

74,172 11,997 16% 74,172 11,997 16% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, ACTED, CARE, Handicap International, IRC, MDM-B, Oxfam-GB, Solidarités 
International.  UNICEF has a dynamic target for the number of malnourished children reached with WASH kits, based 
upon the actual number of children newly admitted into the SAM treatment programmes. All new UNICEF nutrition 
partnerships agreements now include WASH in Nutrition components.  

Education 

Number of stimulation 
and recreational centres 
for malnourished 
children functional 

52 20 38% 52 20 38% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: Plan Mali, Save the Children, ARDIL, IRC, APADL, CRADE, ACAS, GARDL, APROMORS 
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UNICEF FUNDING (IN US$ AS OF 23 OCTOBER) 
 

Sector 

Original UNICEF 
Emergency 

Funding 
Requirements for 

2013 (US$) 

Revised 
Requirements 

as per 
CAP/HAC MYR 

June 2013 

Received to 
date * 

Unmet 
requirements 

(US$) 

% 
Unfunded 

Nutrition  34,770,000 35,950,877 16,511,466 19,439,411 54% 

Health 6,741,000 6,741,000 4,199,875 2,541,125 38% 

WASH 19,159,059 22,800,731 6,189,306 16,611,425 73% 

Education 7,725,400 12,509,627 3,361,158 9,148,469 73% 

Child Protection 9,270,708 9,270,708 2,073,399 7,197,309 78% 

Cluster/Sector 
Coordination 

4,333,096 4,647,735 1,187,429 3,460,307 74% 

Total allocated 

81,999,263 91,920,678 

33,522,632 

56,547,182 61% Not allocated 1,850,864 

Total Received 35,373,496 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UNICEF wishes to express gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the contributions and pledges 
received, which have made the current response possible. UNICEF would especially like to thank National 
Committees and donors who have contributed ‘non-earmarked’ funding. ‘Non-earmarked’ funding gives 
UNICEF essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and 
interventions to where they are needed most – especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding 
and in strengthening preparedness and resilience. Continued donor support is critical to continue scaling up 
the response. 
 
Since 2012 UNICEF Mali has received financial and material contributions from: Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
CERF, Estonia, European Commission/EC, Finland, Japan, Netherlands, Luxemburg, Poland, Republic of 
Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United States of America; and the Danish Committee for UNICEF, Finnish 
Committee for UNICEF, French Committee for UNICEF, German Committee for UNICEF, Hong Kong Committee 
for UNICEF, Iceland National Committee for UNICEF, Japan Committee for UNICEF, Netherlands Committee for 
UNICEF, New Zealand Committee for UNICEF, UNICEF Bulgaria, UNICEF Canada, UNICEF Chile, United 
Kingdom Committee for UNICEF, United States Fund for UNICEF. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Ms. Françoise Ackermans 

Representative 

Telephone: (+223) 76 40 84 84 

Fackermans@unicef.org 

Mr. Hector Calderon 

Chief of Communications 

Telephone: (+223) 75 99 40 89 
hcalderon@unicef.org 

 

Ms. Josephine Ferreiro 

Resource Mobilization Specialist  

Telephone: (+223)75 99 54 19 

jferreiro@unicef.org 


