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UPDATE OF THE HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 

 

 The Displacement Tracking Matrix reveals that the cumulative number of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) moving to the north is higher than the number of people moving towards the south. 
According to the International Organization for Migration, over 78,000 IDPs moved from the south to 
the north while 39,000 IDPs from the north to the south were recorded. Humanitarian organisations 
and one advocacy group have publically expressed concern that people are returning to the North in 
spite of serious security concerns.   

 While there have been some improvements in security and access in Mali’s three northern regions, 
sporadic attacks in Timbuktu and Gao and widespread security concerns in Kidal are limiting 
UNICEF and other partners from gaining wider access to vulnerable populations to deliver 
assistance and assess needs.  

Mali Situation at a Glance 

Total population (census 2009)
 1

 14,528,662 

Children under 18 (census 2009) 7,453,080 

Children Under 5 (census 2009) 3,114,000 

Children Under Five with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)
2
 210,000 

Children Under Five with Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM)
2
 450,000 

Internally Displaced Population 
3
 283,726 

Refugees in Neighbouring countries 
4 
 169,291 

Number of Separated/Unaccompanied Children registered Dec 2012- Sept 2013 
(verified) 

5
 

767 
(Of which 86 non-accompanied) 

Number of gender-based violence cases reported (as of 30  October)
 6
 3,330 

Number of mine/ UXO victims 2012-2013 
7
 99 

1 
The National Institute of Statistics undertook a review of the national population in May 2013, based upon growth estimates from 

the 2009 census – age groups were not disaggregated in this revision.  
2
Cluster Nutrition, June 2012 CAP, based upon data from the 

June 2011 SMART survey; 
3 
Population Movement Commission estimates; October 2013. 

4
UNHCR, 31 October 2013.  

5
 September 

2013. This updated number is the first time we have had verified numbers of separated and accompanied children can be reported 
based upon the currently established child protection monitoring system. Previous estimates were based upon field reports.  

6
 These 

are only GBV cases reported in the 4 regions where UNICEF partners are working on GBV (Kayes, Koulikoro, Mopti and Bamako), 

all are emergency related cases. 651 survivors are children. Of the total number of cases 1,121 opted to receive treatment.
 7

 Since 

March 2012 there have been 51 child victims including 6 child deaths; There have been 50 accidents in 2013 with 8 deaths, of the 
2013 total there were 25 child victims and three child deaths. Reporting mechanism coordinated with UNMAS and Handicap 
International.  

HEADLINES 

 Legislative elections were held on 23 November, with reports of low voter turnout in all areas 

except Kidal, and widespread indications suggesting electoral irregularities. A second round of 

elections has been planned for 15 December.  

 As of 20 November some 147,000 students are now registered and receiving support from 

UNICEF and Cluster partners for the 2013-2014 school year.   

 During National Immunisation Days in Gao, Kayes, Mopti, Timbuktu and Kidal over 2 million 

children were vaccinated against Polio this month.  

 SMART methodology surveys conducted in 2013 indicate that Global Acute Malnutrition levels 

remain at emergency thresholds levels in Mali, with an estimated caseload of over 566,000 

children under 5 for 2014, out of which 85 per cent will be situated in the six southern regions. 

 UNICEF requires $91.9 million to provide urgent assistance to children in Mali in 2013. So far, 

only $35 million or 38 per cent of the required funding has been received.  
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 The UNICEF-led Education Cluster reports that newly re-opened schools face significant challenges 
because of the impact of conflict on the education system and due to structural problems that existed 
in the North before the crisis. Widespread needs, including for teachers and staff for the supervision 
of educational activities and learning / teaching materials and school furniture have been identified 
nationwide. To date, 38 out of 461 schools in Timbuktu and 197 out of 569 schools in Gao will likely 
remain closed because of concerns over security, while in Kidal no schools have reopened. 

 For the 2013-2014 school year, insecurity continues to have a negative impact in the regions of Gao 
and Timbuktu, where 34 per cent of primary schools in Gao and 19 per cent of schools in Timbuktu 
are at risk not to reopen due to security constraints. In Kidal, the education system is still non-
functional due to the precarious security situation that prevents the return of school administration 
and the resumption of educational activities. Overall, there are fewer students enrolled in school 
than before the crisis, with just over 80,000 (37,258 girls and 42,806 boys) in Timbuktu before the 
crisis and presently some 63,591 (30,475 girls and 33,116 boys) enrolled to date. In Gao, before the 
crisis, there were 100,784 children enrolled in school (45,593 girls and 55,191 boys) and at present 
there are 82,516 (39,260 girls and 43,256) enrolled in school.  

 According to data the 2013 SMART methodology surveys carried out with Nutrition Cluster partners 
and with financial support from UNICEF, there has been little improvement in the nutritional situation 
as compared to 2012, with a Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 8.6% (compared to 8.9% in 
2012), out of which 1.9% is attributable to SAM (compared to 2.3% in 2012). The Nutrition Cluster 
anticipates 566,565 children aged between 0 to 59 months will suffer from acute malnutrition in 2014, 
of which 153,328 will suffer from Severe Acute Malnutrition. The vast majority of the GAM caseload 
(85%) is situated in the 6 southern regions of Mali. 

 As of mid-November, epidemiological surveillance reports indicate no major outbreaks, although 
there continues to be concern about the increase in cases of malaria compared to last year. The 
malaria caseload increased from 1,125,103 in 2012 to 1,604,579 in 2013, an increase of close to 
500,000.  However, there has been a reduction of death rates, with 36 per cent fewer fatal cases in 
2013. 

 On 4 November, an accident related to explosives remnants of war was reported in Konna, 
causing the death of one boy, who originates from a nomadic cattle herding group. Handicap 
International provided psychological support to the family and further awareness to the community. 
Additional awareness sessions are planned along the nomadic route. 

 The Multisectoral Action Plan (2013-2017) for battling malnutrition in Mali has been approved. The 
plan will operationalize the National Nutrition Policy, which has been developed together with experts 
from various sectors (government, donors, NGOs and the private sector) and through technical and 
financial support by UNICEF, the World Food Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
and World Health Organization through the REACH initiative.  
 

KEY SECTOR HIGHLIGHTS: CHILD PROTECTION, EDUCATION, NUTRITION AND WASH 
 

 UNICEF continues to support family reunification of children formally associated with armed 
groups and forces. This month 10 children previously associated with armed groups were reunified 
with their families after receiving care and psychosocial support at UNICEF supported transit 
centres.   

 To date, 172,207 children and 88,126 adults have been reached by UNICEF-led Child Protection 
sub-Cluster members through different activities such as awareness sessions, psychosocial and 
recreational activities, referral (medical/legal) and identification, documentation, tracing and 
reunification (IDTR) services. 

 Survivors of gender-based violence during the conflict in 2012 and early 2013 continue to come 
forward to seek services from UNICEF and partners. This month initial and follow-up psychosocial 
and referral services were provided to 32 women, 4 girls, 2 boys and 6 men in Mopti, Koulikoro and 
Bamako through UNICEF-supported activities implemented by Family Care International, Sini 
Sanuman and Tagne. Of the 36 women and girl survivors, 6 women and 2 girl survivors of rape 
received psychosocial support and referrals to medical care for the first time. 

 UNICEF Child Protection section assisted in a two training sessions for 450 Malian Security and 
Defence Forces to reinforce the international humanitarian law knowledge of the soldiers, in 
particular their knowledge regarding the treatment of children associated with armed groups.  

 UNICEF’s HIV component is working to ensure continued HIV prevention and treatment in areas 
affected by the conflict. An evaluation team including UNICEF has deployed in the North to assess 
14 sites for resumption of Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission (PMTCT) and HIV paediatric 
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treatment services. Additionally, 105,000 diagnostic tests were delivered by UNICEF to the Ministry 
of Health HIV Cell to overcome the problem of ‘stock-outs’ across the country. 

 UNICEF has continued to support the comprehensive response efforts in the health sector, with 
continued emphasis on the North. UNICEF provided regional health authorities in Gao and NGO 
partners with 71 basic malaria kits with enough supplies for 71,000 people for three months. UNICEF 
partner ALIMA will roll-out the first seasonal malaria chemoprevention campaign in the North in Dire 
district, the epicenter of last year’s outbreak. UNICEF plans to provide medicines for 20,000 children 
under 5 starting early December.  

 UNICEF partners across the North continue to provide basic curative and preventive services in 
their respective zones. ALIMA reported 97,884 general consultations, 1,335 assisted deliveries, 113 
caesarean sections, and 4,476 children under 12 months benefiting from routine immunisation 
between December 2012 and October 2013 via 22 health centres in Timbuktu.  

 As one of the few countries which still has polio, a vaccination campaign was rolled out in the 
regions of Kayes, Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal indicate that a total of 2,076,588 children were 
vaccinated out of a target of 2,080,191 during National Immunisation Days. Implementation is still 
on-going in the remaining regions. 

 Following the return of health authorities in the North, training on the revised Community 
Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) protocol was organised in Gao by the Division of 
Nutrition and with the support of UNICEF. The training took place on 11-29 November and included 
275 health staff and nutrition focal points at district and regional level. 

 Through technical and financial support from UNICEF for Regional Water Directorates (SOMAGEP) 
in northern Mali, technical diagnostics of 40 small water networks in Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal have 
been completed this month. UNICEF plans to provide funding to rehabilitate 15 of these networks. 
The scarcity of electricity in these towns increases the reliance on alt energy sources (gas or diesel 
powered generators) for the water systems to function.   

 The WASH Cluster took place in an inter-cluster mission in Timbuktu from 11-13 November to 
identify areas for improvement to ensure more effective sectorial and inter-sectorial coordination and 
assess the needs of operational and institutional partners to ensure effective coordination and 
information management. 

 UNICEF and Education Cluster members continued their support for the Ministry of Education-led 
Back to School campaign, playing a key role in technical support and planning for the supply 
distribution of teaching, learning and educational materials at the school level. To date, 157,328 
students have received supplies across the country. In Gao and Timbuktu regions, 557 schools, 
supporting 113,512 students and 267 children were provided with school supplies and equipment, of 
which 32,777 have been delivered since the Back to School campaign launched in late October. In 
Gao, where roughly half the number of teachers have returned compared to pre-crisis levels, the 
school year began in early November once a teacher strike ended. Timbuktu has seen better results 
when it comes to teacher returns compared to pre-crisis levels, with close to 70 per cent of teachers 
having returned compared to before the crisis.

1
  

 
CONFLICT AND RECOVERY RESPONSE 
 

                                                           
1
 According to the UNICEF-led Education Cluster, in Gao there were 2,610 teachers before the crisis and 

presently there are 1,393. In Timbuktu, there were 2,062 teachers before the crisis and now there are 1,410.  

Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 

WASH 

Number of people who 
received temporary 
access to potable 
chlorinated water of 
sufficient quantity

1
 

1,549,672 830,151 54% 2,000,000 
 

1,007,369 
 

 
 

50% 

Number of people who 
received access to an 
improved potable water 
source  

136,000 106,370 78% 250,000 217,187 

 
79% 
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Number of households 
received a hygiene kit & a 
community hygiene 
awareness session (in 
conflict affected areas) 

200,000 52,654 26% 200,000 76,165 

 
 

38% 

Health / nutrition centres 
received WASH 
interventions (latrines / 
safe water/ chlorine 
products / hygiene 
promotion)

2
  

150 21 18% 200 89 

 
 

41% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, ACTED, CARE, Handicap International, IRC, MDM-B, Oxfam-GB, Solidarités 

International. 
1
Hygiene kits are a response to short-term emergencies such as cholera, flooding or displacement. 

UNICEF has focused on sustainable systems such as improved potable water sources, and temporary support to 
chlorination of water systems. 

2
 The interventions listed here are only those which are complete. While work is on-going 

for many projects, it is not reflected in this indicator until all aspects are included.   

Health 

Number of people in 
measles-affected areas 
reached with vaccination 
– northern regions and 
Mopti)  

367,856 208,367 57% 

 

Number of people in 
measles-affected areas 
reached with vaccination 
– southern regions)

1
 

1,362,943 1,635,555 120% 

Number of people with 
access to health facilities 
supported by UNICEF 
partners

2
 

1,320,000 667,881 51% 

Number of health 
facilities supported by 
UNICEF

3
 

120 68 57% 

Number of children under 
5 provided Vitamin A in 
each round of integrated 
vaccination in the conflict 
affected North 

4
 

276,493 168,134 61% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ALIMA, MDM. There has been no change in these indicators since September as 

UNICEF is in the process of compiling data. 
1
Target remains under revision with the Ministry of Health. 

2
 UNICEF has 

provided supplies and supports human resources and operational capacity; centres are now supported in cooperation 
with ECHO direct financing to partners. This indicator demonstrates coverage of the registered population in the health 
areas supported by UNICEF partners. 

3
Result from the health facilities covered by MDM-B in Gao and Kidal and Alima 

in Timbuktu – 4 CSRef; 47 CSCom; 17 Emergency Medical Posts or Advanced Health Posts. 
4
In northern regions 

weaknesses in the cold chain remain a critical bottleneck which UNICEF is working to overcome before the end of 2013. 
UNICEF will aim to vaccinate all children in the North who have not yet received vaccinations in 2013.  

Child 
Protection 

Number of people 
reached by community 
level Mine Risk Education 
activities 

 
100,000 

 
106,968 

 
107% Not 

defined 
172,857 

 
n/a 

Number of personnel 
trained to conduct Mine 
Risk Education activities 

 
600 525 87% 

Not 
defined 

544 n/a 

Number of children 
released from armed 
forces or groups provided 
with care / support 

1
 

100% of 
identified 

25 
100% of 
identified 

100% of 
identified 

25 
100% of 
identified 

Number of children 
released from armed 
forces or groups reunited 
with families/ tutors 

100% of 
identified 

17 55% 
100% of 
identified 

17 55% 
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NUTRITION RESPONSE 

Number of GBV survivors 
who receive appropriate 
care and support 
(medical, psychosocial, 
economic, judicial 
services) 

2
 

1,050 1,121 117% 
 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ENDA/BNCE, Handicap International, IRC, Sini Sanuman, Samu Social, Tagne, Terre 
des Hommes Caritas, IOM, UNMAS, InterSOS. The number of people reached by community level Mine Risk Education 
now includes a broader range of partners including from MAG in Ségou.  
1 
To date all children confirmed as released from armed forces or groups have been taken into care. There are now two 

centres to support children released by armed groups or forces being supported by UNICEF. Where new cases are 
identified and children released UNICEF provides a response. UNICEF has trained Malian Armed Forces to respond to 
children in armed groups and on the battlefield. 

2
 While the initial target was 750, the Child Protection Section has 

increased the target to 1,050 through the end of the year in consideration of the current capacity to respond. The total 
number of GBV cases is higher nationally and UNFPA is the lead for the GBV sub-cluster. 

Education 

IDP children in host 
schools/ conflict or flood 
affected children 
benefitting from 
Education Supplies – 
northern regions and 
southern regions 

1
 

500,000 157,328 31% 803,584 203,308 25% 

Teachers trained to 
provide psychosocial 
support to students  

3,000 2,814 94% 5,000 3,989 80% 

Temporary learning 
spaces installed  100 72 63% 100 72 63% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACAS, APADL, APROMORS, CRADE, GARDL, Danish Refugee Council, Handicap 
International, International Rescue Committee, Plan International/Mali, Save the Children. In northern regions 

government authorities are now re-established and a limited number of NGO partners are scaling up capacity.
1 

This 
number includes the 113,512 children in the North. School has only started one month ago, which means distribution  
The Ministry of Education Back to School initiative, supported by UNICEF, has identified children in the vulnerable areas 
(risk of natural disasters, impact of nutrition crisis and political crisis) in need of immediate education support. Target to 
be reached through the 2013-2014 Back to School Campaign. 

 

Communication  
for Development 

(C4D) 
  

Number of mobilisation 
visits to concessions/ 
households 

759,846 4,136 1% 

 
Number of group 
discussions on Essential 
Family Practices 

78,983 6,587 8% 

To date C4D has only re-signed a PCA with ASDAP in October; the PCA for the other C4D partner RECOTRADE has 
not yet come into effect.  

Sector Indicator 

UNICEF & operational partners Sector / Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

 

Cumulative 
results 
(North / 
South) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 
 

Cluster 
Target 

 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

(North / 
South) 

% of 
Target 

Achieved 
 

Nutrition 1 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children with 
severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) with no 
complications (URENAS)

2 

125,000  

74,285 (of 
which 

12,873 North 
/ 61,412 
South) 

67% 125,000 

 
74,285 (of 

which 
12,873 North 

/ 61,412 
South) 
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North  
1,089  

South  
1,771  

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

 In January 2012 at the beginning of the crisis, the country office had a total of 108 staff employed. As 
of 16 November 2013, the office has 196 staff including 4 stand-by partners (Save the Children, and 
NRC) consultants and UNICEF staff on support mission. 

 

SUPPLY AND LOGISTICS  
 

 Since January 2013, UNICEF has distributed 2369 metric tons (MT) of supplies for a 
total value of $10,018,240.43. 

 From 24 October to 22 November UNICEF has distributed 693MT of supplies of 
which 336MT to the North and 357MT to the southern Mali for a total value of 
$3,066,071. 

 

 

 

UNICEF FUNDING (IN US$ AS OF 25 NOVEMBER) 
 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children with 
severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM) with complications 
(URENI) 

9,431 of 
which 

1,080 North / 
8,351 South 

 
9,431 of 
which 

1,080 North / 
8,351 South 

 
67% 

 

New admissions to 
programmes for the 
treatment of children with 
moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) 
(URENAM)

 

 270,000  126,662 47% 

Percentage of health 
areas supported by NGOs 
for treatment of acute 
malnutrition 

3
 

900 
(~70%) 

714 79% 
900  

(~70%) 
795 87% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, Alima-AMCP, ASDAP, AVSF, IRC, MDM-B, MDM-F. 18 operational partners 
supporting 543 health structures of 1,264 nationwide. Supported centres not supported by UNICEF partners in Timbuktu 
are assisted by MSF. 

1 
The indicators on the quality of the nutrition treatment programme (cure, death and abandonment 

rates) are only provided by the Ministry of Health every quarter – and for Southern regions only. For the first quarter data 
see the July SitRep, data for quarter 2, 3 or 4 of 2013 is not yet available. 

2
 The target of 125,000 compared to an annual 

burden of 210,000 was rationally defined in consultation with partners. Each NGO has given its planning figure and how 
many children they expect to admit for SAM treatment (this corresponds to 69% coverage). This is the total number of 
health areas covered minus those covered by MSF which do not receive support from UNICEF. 

3
 For districts that do not 

have the support of NGOs for the year 2013, a theoretical coverage of 36.9%, highlighting the lack of capacity / dedicated 
personal support of acute malnutrition, active screening, and logistics capabilities. 

WASH 

Number of severely 
malnourished children in 
treatment programmes 
who receive hygiene kits 
and hygiene promotion 

1
 

74,172 11,997 16% 74,172 11,997 16% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: ACF-E, ACTED, CARE, Handicap International, IRC, MDM-B, Oxfam-GB, Solidarités 
International.  UNICEF has a dynamic target for the number of malnourished children reached with WASH kits, based 
upon the actual number of children newly admitted into the SAM treatment programmes. All new UNICEF nutrition 

partnerships agreements now include WASH in Nutrition components. 
1 

Limited funding inhibits the WASH component’s 
ability to achieve these objectives, as has a delayed start in defining this target. In the first half of 2013 WASH in Nutrition 
systematically imbedded in Nutrition PCAs, which means this target was set later than some of the other WASH targets.  

Education 

Number of stimulation 
and recreational  
functional centres for 
malnourished children  

52 20 38% 52 20 38% 

UNICEF Operational Partners: Plan Mali, Save the Children, ARDIL, IRC, APADL, CRADE, ACAS, GARDL, APROMORS 
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Sector 

Original UNICEF 
Emergency 

Funding 
Requirements for 

2013 (US$) 

Revised 
Requirements 

as per 
CAP/HAC MYR 

June 2013 

Received to 
date * 

Unmet 
requirements 

(US$) 

% 
Unfunded 

Nutrition  34,770,000 35,950,877 16,511,466 19,439,411 54% 

Health 6,741,000 6,741,000 4,199,875 2,541,125 38% 

WASH 19,159,059 22,800,731 6,189,306 16,611,425 73% 

Education 7,725,400 12,509,627 3,361,158 9,148,469 73% 

Child Protection 9,270,708 9,270,708 2,073,399 7,197,309 78% 

Cluster/Sector 
Coordination 

4,333,096 4,647,735 1,187,429 3,460,307 74% 

Total allocated 

81,999,263 91,920,678 

33,522,632 

56,957,997 62% Not allocated 1,440,049 

Total Received 34,962,681 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UNICEF wishes to express gratitude to all public and private sector donors for the contributions and pledges 
received, which have made the current response possible. UNICEF would especially like to thank National 
Committees and donors who have contributed ‘non-earmarked’ funding. ‘Non-earmarked’ funding gives 
UNICEF essential flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and 
interventions to where they are needed most – especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding 
and in strengthening preparedness and resilience. Continued donor support is critical to continue scaling up 
the response. 
 
Since 2012 UNICEF Mali has received financial and material contributions from: Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
CERF, DFID, Estonia, European Commission/EC, Finland, Japan, Netherlands, Luxemburg, Poland, Republic of 
Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United States of America; and the Danish Committee for UNICEF, Finnish 
Committee for UNICEF, French Committee for UNICEF, German Committee for UNICEF, Hong Kong Committee 
for UNICEF, Iceland National Committee for UNICEF, Japan Committee for UNICEF, Netherlands Committee for 
UNICEF, Swedish Committee for UNICEF, UNICEF Bulgaria, UNICEF Canada, UNICEF Chile, United Kingdom 
Committee for UNICEF, United States Fund for UNICEF. 
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Mr. Gianfranco Rotigliano 
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Telephone: (+223) 75 99 62 42 

grotigliano@unicef.org 

 

 

Mr. Hector Calderon 

Chief of Communications 

Telephone: (+223) 75 99 40 89 
hcalderon@unicef.org 

 

Ms. Josephine Ferreiro 

Resource Mobilization Specialist  

Telephone: (+223)75 99 54 19 

jferreiro@unicef.org 


