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Situation in Numbers 
4,300,000  
people in need 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

2,427,000  
children in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

(OCHA Mali HNO January 2020) 

 

239,484Internally displaced 

people (Commission of Movement of 

Populations Report,31 March 2020) 

1,261 
Schools closed as of 31th of March 

2020  

(Education Cluster March 2020) 
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UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

 

 

*Funding available includes carry-over and funds 

received in the current year. 

Highlights 

 The Government reported the first two cases of COVID-19 on the 25 March 2020.  

 1,261 schools are non-functional due to insecurity in Northern and Central regions 

as of March. In addition, in the midst of the COVID-19 epidemic, the Government 

decided the closure of all schools as of 19th March. 

 UNICEF carried out emergency distribution of household water treatment and 

hygiene kits as well as sustainable water supply services for 15,388 people (12,588 

for temporary access and 2,800 for sustainable access) in March 2020 in Mopti, 

Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions. 

 35 children (all boys) allegedly associated with armed forces and armed groups 

have been identified by UNICEF and partners and are being assisted. 

 11,138 under five children with severe acute malnutrition were treated in March for 

a total of 31,134 cases treated since January (18.7 % of the 166,154 cases expected 

in 2020) 

 9,565 children under one year received measles vaccine and 10,211 three doses of 

polio vaccine. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 51,85 million 
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Fund received
$ 8.7 M (17%)

Carry-forward
$ 3.8 M (7%)Funding gap

$ 39.2 M (76%)

2020 Funds Available
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  

In 2020, UNICEF appeals for US$ 52 million to meet the humanitarian needs of childen in Mali to facilitate access to 

quality basic social services and protection of children affected by the crisis. As of 31 March 2020, US$12,5 million 

(24% of the appeal) were available – including US$3.8 million carried from 2019 received funding. While expressing 

its deeps gratitude to all public and private donors for this contribution, UNICEF calls for additional contributions to 

fill the current 76 % gap- without which it will not be able to provide life-saving assistance to vulnerable children in 

Mali.  

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

Mali declared the 2 first confirmed cases of COVID-19 on 25 March 

20201.  In February, the  Governement had finalised an Action Plan 

on the prevention and control of the epidemic initially  costed at 

US$ 2.3 million and focused towards four main areas: i) Prevention, 

ii) Communication, iii) Capacity building and iv)  Prevention and case 

management. UNICEF , in collaboration with WHO and partners 

actively supported the Government  in the finalization of this plan 

and is engaged on several activities across all the priority areas i.e  

risk  communication, hygiene reinforcement in health facilities and 

communities, support to health care activities, support IPC, support 

access to education. 

 

The humanitarian situation in the country is still extremely fragile 

and complex, characterised by the presence of non-state armed groups with an extension of insecurity along the 

borders in the Liptako Gourma countries (Burkina Faso and Niger), recurrent inter-communal conflicts, increased 

crimes, the presence of improvised explosive devices, violence, particularly in the northern and central regions, 

attacks against national and international armed forces as well as against humanitarian organizations. 

The country counts 239,484  internally displaced persons (as of  March  31, 2020) 2  fleeing the insecurity  and 

intercommunal conflicts, concentrated  in the northern and central regions (Gao, Mopti, Segou and Timbuktu). As of  

31 March 2020, 1,261 schools are non-functional due to insecurity in Northern and Central regions, affecting 378,300 

children. This situation was complicated with the COVID19 pandemic which resulted to the Government decision to 

close all schools over the country for three weeks up to 09 May 2020.  A critical food insecurity is on-going in Mali that 

could affect the already severe nutritional crisis. Based on the “cadre harmonisé” exercise conducted in November 

2019, an estimated 1,117,000 persons will be affected by food insecurity between June and August 2020.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition  

11,138 under five severe acute malnutrition children were treated in March and a total of 31,134 since january 

representing  17 % of the 166,154  cases expected in 2020. These results were achieved  in partnership with the 

Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene through the Nutrition sub-Directorate (at national level) and  Regional and 

District health teams as well as with  the INGOs:COOPI, IEDA, GAAS Mali, ALIMA and IMC.  Furthermore 105, 232  

children (0-2 years) were reached by infant and young child feeding (IYCF)  activities ; 3,253, 535   children aged 6-59 

months supplemented in vitamin A and 2,501 ,040 benefited to deworming during integrated mass campaign 

organized by Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene in March.  

UNICEF has engaged in discussions with the NGOs COOPI, ACTED, IMC, ALIMA, IEDA RELIEF, in order to implement 

an integrated package – composed with Nutrition, Health, WASH interventions- to prevent and treat acute 

                                                   
1 Situation report on the COVID-19 pandemics is being produced separately 
2 This is the latest published CMP report. CMP report for march is till waited 

 UNICEF Field Structure in Mali  
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malnutrition in the insecurity-related hard-to-reach districts of central and northern Mali. All these activities will reach 

host population and IDPs. UNICEF, as the Nutrition cluster lead, continues to support the coordination mechanism at 

central and decentralized level and support the elaboration of the nutrition response plan for COVID-19. 

 

Health  

Some 9,565 children under one year received measles vaccine and 10,211 three doses of polio vaccine in northern and 

central region (Mopti, Timbuktu, Gao, Kidal, Taoudenit Menaka). Immunization activities are performed in these 

regions through the combination of several strategies including fixed, outreach and mobile teams to reach children.   

58 suspected cases of measles were notified in the northern and central regions of which 19 were confirmed through 

laboratory tests. In response, a local vaccination campaign was organized in the affected regions. In addition, 

immunization activities were performed in the Internal Displacement Persons camps of Mopti, where 140 children 

have received measles vaccine. Precautional measures against the COVID-19 adopted during these immunization  

activities include sensitization of vaccinators on physical distancing, wearing of masks and use of d hydro alcoholic 

solutions. 

In Mopti region, although no new case was reported in March 2020 - the response to the outbreak of haemorrhagic 

fever Crime Congo - which was reported in February 2020 - continued through community level surveillance realized 

by community health workers (CHWs) and WASH activities.  

Despite the evolution of COVID-19 epidemic which required specific efforts in the country, UNICEF kept maintaining 

its interventions to provide primary care to vulnerable people. These would need to continue to be scaled up. 42,961 

children and women (28,354 Female and 14,607 Male) received this assistance in UNICEF supported facilities in 

central and northern regions. This assistance was delivered in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health and 

NGOs. 

 

WASH 

UNICEF supported the Government of Mali in assisting the population affected by the crises in the centre and 

northern regions and responding to the COVID-19 pandemic through the Regional Technical Services (the 

Directorates of Hydraulic, Directorates of Social Development and Solidarity Economy, Directorates of Civil 

Protection and Directorates of health). In total 35,208 people (18,660 children) in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and 

Taoudenit regions benefited from short-term emergency kits distribution including water treatment products.  Some 

38,808 people (20,568 children) benefited from both temporary and permanent drinking water services in Mopti, Gao, 

Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions. These results were achieved in partnership with partners including the NGOs 

NRC, IMADEL (Initiative Malienne d'Appui au Développement local), TASSAGHT, Solidarités Internationale (SI). 

 

Education  

As of 31rst March, 1,261 schools remain non-functional including 132 added schools in March affecting 378,300 
children and representing 14% of the total of schools in the conflict affected zones. With the outbreak of the 
COVID-19, the Government has decided to close all schools in Mali from the 19th of March leaving approximately 
3.8 million without access to education (pre-school, primary and secondary).  Besides, 2 million children outside of 
school no longer have the possibility of accessing alternative opportunities for integration into the formal education 
system throughout the country; 
 

Prior to this closure, 18 Community Learning Centres were functional in the regions of Segou and Mopti. 899 out-of-

school and IDP children have been registered in the learning centres and have benefited from education in a 

protective environment on a temporary basis. Before the outbreak, UNICEF and its partners continued efforts for the 

reopening of non-functioning schools – due to  insecurity in northern and central regions: 232 community members 

were mobilized and sensitized on the importance of education for their children in the circles of  Mopti, Bandiagara, 

Koro, Ségou, Macina and Niono. In addition, UNICEF is supporting the Government in developing the COVID-19 

education response strategy to ensure continuous access to education during the period of schools closure. 
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Child Protection  

During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners reached 1,733 children (854 girls) with psychosocial support in 

Mopti, Segou, Timbuktu, Kidal, Menaka and Bamako. Out of 35 children (all boys) released from armed forces and 

armed groups, in Ségou, Menaka, Timbuktu, Mopti and Koulikoro, UNICEF and partners provided holistic support 

including shelter, food, psychosocial support and family reunification to 30 of them. Additionally, three of them were 

reached with socio-economic reintegration support including income generating activity and vocational training. A 

total of 79 unaccompanied and separated children (38 girls) received holistic interim care and protection services. 

These results were achieved in partnership with the National and Regional Directorates of Women, Children and 

Family Promotion and UNICEF implementing partners including COOPI, Peace One Day, SOLISA, GARDL and 

Kanuya. One of the major challenges encountered is the restriction of movements due to COVID19 which affects the 

normal functioning of the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism. 

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

In March 2020, the UNICEF C4D activities in Mopti region were mainly focused on Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic 

fever outbreak response. UNICEF continued supporting the dissemination of awareness messages through 19 

community radios and reaching population in all the 8 health districts of the region. To increase risk perception 

UNICEF also supported a roundtable with community and religious leaders for better sharing of keys messages with 

their community. Also, 35 community health workers of the IDP sites of Mopti and Sévaré were trained on Crimean-

Congo haemorrhagic fever key messages and protection measures. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  

The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and the Ministry of Solidarity are both line Ministries which coordinate 

humanitarian action with support of the Humanitarian Country Team. UNICEF is leading 3 clusters (WASH, Nutrition 

and Education) and sub-cluster (Child Protection) and participating in Inter-cluster coordination forum at national 

and subnational levels. 

In line with the inter-agency humanitarian strategy to save lives and protect affected populations, in 2020, UNICEF 

will address the urgent needs of the most vulnerable populations in crisis-affected regions in Mali, while 

strengthening the linkages between humanitarian action and development programming and prioritizing 

community-based approaches 

UNICEF continues to work with line Ministries along with the National Civil Protection Directorate to strengthen their 

capacities to better plan, coordinate and implement preparedness and response activities. 

UNICEF in Mali, with partners, contributes to strengthen the national health and nutrition systems to deliver 

emergency services, including the provision of water and sanitation package, the management of SAM cases, 

measles vaccination, providing psychosocial support to conflict-affected children. UNICEF continues to promote the 

continuity of education through community mobilization, community learning centers and the provision of school 

supplies, reinforce the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism and support the release of children from armed forces 

and groups, and providing girl survivors of gender-based violence with community care and socio-economic 

reintegration. 

Human Interest Stories and External Media  
 

 Global stories on Voices of Youth featuring a Malian youth girl on - International Women's Day 2020 

 Global Instagram story on World Water Day and International Poetry Day 

 Training of Child journalists, child parliamentarians and youth on key prevention messages on the COVID 19 
in Bamako and Mopti. 

 

https://www.voicesofyouth.org/meet-girls-standing-womens-rights-around-world
https://www.instagram.com/p/B-Bau8hIj74/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet
https://www.instagram.com/p/B99Mo4LDgNL/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet
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UNICEF Mali Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/     

UNICEF Mali Twitter: https://twitter.com/unicefmali 

UNICEF Mali Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Lucia Elmi 

Representative 

UNICEF Mali 

Tel: (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:lelmi@unicef.org 

 
 

Felix Ackebo  

Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  

Email: 

Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and Emergency  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email: Adaheraden@UNICEF.org  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/
https://twitter.com/unicefmali
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 

  UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number of children under 5 years 
affected by Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) admitted for treatment 

166,154 194,000 31,134 11,138 166,154 31,134 11,138 

Number of Caregivers of children 

reached with infant and young child 

feeding counselling (M/F) 

558,212 110,000 0 0 150,000 0 0 

Health        

# children under 5 vaccinated against 

measles 
NA 806,000 43,919 15,383    

# children under five reached each 

round of polio campaign in northern 

regions 

NA 1,400,000 33,322 18,900    

WASH        

#  People accessing a sufficient quantity 

of safe water  

for drinking, cooking and personal 

hygiene  

953,103 406,750 38,808 15,388 953,103 

 

80,087 

 

 

30,445 

 

# people accessing appropriate 

sanitation facilities 
50,000 40,000 2,900 700 50,000 

 

10,926 

 

 

2,672 

 

# Children accessing WASH facilities in 

learning environments 
210,000 20,000 0 0 210,000 

 

4,410 

 

 

700 

 

# SAM child receiving a WASH kit and 

hygiene promotion session 
57,853 2,000 0 450 57,853 1,448 62 

Child Protection        

# Children accessing psychosocial 

support, including in child-friendly 

spaces and other safe spaces 

1,028,475 

 

160,000 

 

8,715 1,733 240,000 10,284 1744 

# Children separated from armed 

groups accessing socio-economic 

reintegration support 

 

400 

 

64 3 500 68 3 

# Unaccompanied and separated 

children accessing family-based 

care or appropriate alternative 

services 

 

600 

 

186 79 900 202 83  

# women and children accessing 

GBV response interventions 
400 24 0 NA NA   

Education        
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# Children accessing formal and non-

formal education 
564,327 90,000 6,231 959 333,1783 32,062 26,790 

# Children receiving individual learning 

materials  
564,327 90,000 3,759 60 237,984 30,811 27,112 

* Table footnotes. 

 

 

 

Annex B 

 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  20,500,000 7,273,865 1,754,071 11,472,064 56% 

WASH 14,400,000                 250,000  357,842 13,792,158 96% 

Health 1,600,000 0 120,613 1,479,387 92% 

Child Protection 4,850,000 588,500 1,232,416 3,029,084 62% 

Education 9,000,000 453,500 34,326 8,512,174 95% 

Cluster Coordination  1,500,000                  143,793  348,294 1,007,913 67% 

Total 51,850,000 8,709,658 3,847,562 39,292,780 76% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 30/07/2019 for a period of 6 months 

 

 

                                                   
3 The cluster targets were updated and aligning with HRP 2020 as well as the cluster results. These results correspond to the first 

quarter of 2020.  


