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Situation in Numbers 

2,180,000  
children in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

             (Mali HRP revised July 2019) 

 

3,900,000  
people in need 

(OCHA July 2019) 

 

201,429 
Internally displaced people 

(Commission of Movement of 

Populations Report, 19 December 2019) 

 

1,113  
Schools closed as of 31st 

December 2019  

(Education Cluster December 

2019)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

*Funding available includes carry-over and funds 

received in the current year. 

Highlights 
• As of 31 December 2019, 201,429 internally displaced persons (IDPs) were 

reported in the country, mainly located in Mopti, Gao, Segou, Timbuktu 
and Menaka regions.  

• In 2019, UNICEF provided short term emergency distribution of household 
water treatment and hygiene kits as well as sustainable water supply 
services to 224,295 people (158,021 for temporary access and 66,274 for 
sustainable access) of which 16,425 in December 2019 in Segou, Mopti, 
Gao, Menaka and Timbuktu regions. 

• 135,652 children aged 6 to 59 months were treated for severe acute 
malnutrition in health centers across the country from January to 
December 31, 2019.  
 

• In 2019, UNICEF provided 121,900 children affected by conflict with 
psychosocial support and other child protection services, of which 7,778 
were reached in December 2019. 
 

• The number of allegations of recruitment and use by armed groups have 
considerably increased (119 cases only in December)  

• From October to December, a total of 218 schools were reopened (120 in 
Mopti region) of which 62 in December. In 2019, 71,274 crises-affected 
children received learning material through UNICEF΄s support. 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  

 

In 2019, UNICEF appealed for  US$ 47 million to meet the humanitarian 

needs of childen in Mali to facilitate access to quality basic social services 

and protection of children affected by the crisis. The Governments of 

Denmark, Sweden, Czech Republic, Spain, Norwegian Committee, 

Luxembourg Committee,DFID, CERF, ECHO and USAID/Food for Peace 

positively reacted and have generously contributed to UNICEF Mali 

humanitarian response. UNICEF in Mali wishes to express its deep 

gratitude to all public and private donors for the contributions received. 

As at 31 rst December  2019,  the revised HAC 2019 had a funding gap of 

61 percent, and consequently far from covering the needs especially in 

the  education sector :around 183,000 children did not benefit adequate 

education materials . 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

The humanitarian situation in the country continued te be extremely fragile and complex . This situation remained 

marked by the presence of armed groups, recurrent inter-communal conflicts, an increase in crime, the presence of 

improvised explosive devices, violence, particularly in the northern and central regions, attacks against national and 

international armed forces, resulting in the internal displacement of 201,429 persons as of December 31, representing 

an increase of 83 per cent compared to 109, 892 as of 31 December 2018.  The majority of these displaced persons are 

accommodated in the northern and central regions (Gao, Mopti, Segou and Timbuktu). From October to December 

2019, out of the 1,113 schools closed- affecting 333,900 children, 218 schools were reopened, including 120 in Mopti 

as a result of the continuous efforts and cooperation between UNICEF and its implementing partners. Meanwhile 

attacks and threats continue and while some schools are reopening others are closing. A total of 489 grave child rights 

violations were documented, verified and reported during the year 2019, including 35 in December.  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition  
Since January, a total of 135,652 cases of severe acute malnutrition(SAM)  were treated, of which 9,561 in December 
(week 49 to 52). This total represents 73% of the targeted children with SAM in 2019. Preliminary results from the 
2019 SMART survey show that the SAM situation remains unchanged and the GAM rate is stable (10%). Northern 
regions remain of particular concern with GAM rates exceeding the 10% alert threshold : Menaka (15.3%), Timbuktu 
(13.1%), Gao (11.6%), Kidal (11%) and Taoudenit (11%), while SAM rates are above the 2% emergency threshold in 
Menaka (2.4%) and Timbuktu (2.5%).The results of  ENSAN (Nutrition and Food security national survey) 2019 were 
used for the November “cadre harmonisé” exercise which predicts a major food insecurity that will affect about 
1,117,001 persons between June and August 2020 with a potential impact on the acute malnutrition situation. These 
results were obtained in partnership with NGO:COOPI, IEDA, GAAS Mali and IMC. 
 

Health  

In December 2019, UNICEF's emergency support in the health sector included strengthening the epidemiological 

surveillance system, carrying out routine immunization as well as contributing in maintaining  a funtionnal  cold 

chain .In 2019,  992,149 children received measles vaccine of which , 2,032 children  in the central region (Mopti); 

3,077,344 children under five were vaccinated in the northern regions during the polio campaigns  while a total of 

1,628 patients, including 584 under the age of 5, received care and treatment at the Mopti displacement sites.  

Furthermore, the epidemiological surveillance revealed two cases of confirmed yellow fever in the districts of 
Bougouni and Selenge (Sikasso region in the southern region) where vaccination response activities were 
implemented and reached 56,952 children aged between 9 months to 15 years. Tailored routine immunization were 
implemented in the central and north regions where 11,641 children under one year received measles vaccine. The 

UNICEF Field Structure in Mali  
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cold chain network was strengthened with 51 new solar refrigerators distributed in the regions of Tombouctou, Mopti, 
Gao and menaka.  
 

WASH  

UNICEF supported 158,021 people (of which 13,625 people in December) in  Timbuktu and Gao regions through short-

term emergency kits distribution including water treatment products. Some 66,274 people (2,800 people in 

December) gained access to safe water through the rehabilitation and construction of 165 water points (7 water points 

in December) either through boreholes equipped with hand pumps, solar pumping systems or by protected wells. 

Some 224,295 people (16,425 in December) benefited from both temporary and permanent drinking water services. 

These results were achieved in partnership with the Regional Directorates of Hydraulic, Regional Directorates of 

Social Development and Solidarity Economy, Regional Directorates of Civil Protection, UNICEF implementing 

partners including INGO NRC, IMADEL (Initiative Malienne d'Appui au Développement local), TASSAGHT (Link in 

Tamasheq), Solidarités Internationale (SI) and the private sector. However, overall underfunding and insecurity are 

the main constraints that have limited the achievement of results.  In order to overcome the constraints associated 

with the limited availability of emergency resources,684,000 USD of UNICEF’s regular funds have been allocated for 

the achievement of results.   

 

Education  

The existence of mines, threats against educational personnel and the deterioration of the security situation have 

limited the access to education and the implementation of the programme in the northern and central part of the 

country thorough the year 2019. Education programmes have been under pressure and certain activities have been 

suspended part time. This situation added to the non-availability of teachers in the crisis affected areas, challenges 

the reopening of non-functional schools: some of the teachers are leaving the crisis affected areas because of 

insecurity and threats or because of the irregular payments (voluntary teachers can only be paid the first 3 months). 

Overall, in 2019, 1,113 schools were closed or non-operational by the insecurity and consequently affecting 333,900 

children. 

However, a total of 71,274 children received school materials and 49,731 crisis affected children accessed education 

in 2019 with UNICEF support.  

From October to December 2019, a total of 218 schools reopened of which 62 in December; this has been made 

possible thanks to the implementing partners such as NGO IMADEL, NRC, Search for Common Ground and 

community involvement. Overall, in 2019, 71,274 crises-affected children received learning material through 

UNICEF΄s support. 

 

Child Protection  

In 2019, UNICEF and its partners reached 121,900 children (66,202 girls) who benefited from community-based 

psychosocial support in child friendly spaces in Northern and Central Mali. UNICEF and its partners provided interim 

care (medical, psychosocial, food) to 278 cases (including 19 girls) of children released from armed groups in four 

transit centers in Bamako, Mopti, Kidal and Gao.  723 unaccompanied and separated children (256 girls and 467 boys) 

benefited from interim care and 193 (44 girls and 149 boys) were reunited with their families in the regions of Gao, 

Mopti, Koulikoro and Segou. These results were achieved in partnership with the National and Regional Directorates 

of Women, Children and Family Promotion, UNICEF’s implementing partners and the Country Task Force on 

Monitoring and Reporting.  

In December 2019, 35 grave violations of children’s rights were documented, verified and reported. A total of 157 

allegations including 119 cases of recruitment and use of children were recorded by the Malian Country Task Force 

on Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism.  

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

Within the context of the Peace Building Fund (PBF) project in Mopti, peace promotion skills of 1,011 adolescents 

aged 10-19 (50% girls) were strengthened through the traditional "do 'kayidara" education system, deepening the 
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adolescents’ knowledge of concepts such as active citizenship, respect for others, multiculturalism, and self-

confidence. 

In addition, 25 trainers and 75 facilitators of NGOs, technical structures, and young actors for peace were trained on 

the subject of positive masculinity in the regions of Ségou and Mopti in order to enable them to carry out focus groups 

on this theme and contribute to strengthening peace, social cohesion and resilience in their communities. Topics 

covered include understanding the social value attributed to different types of work carried out by men and women 

and understanding how the distribution of tasks by gender leads to unequal access to opportunities and rights for 

men and women. 

 Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  
The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs and the Ministry of Solidarity are both line Ministries which coordinate 

humanitarian action with support of the Humanitarian Country Team. UNICEF is leading 3 clusters (WASH, Nutrition 

and Education) and sub-cluster (Child Protection) and participating in Inter-cluster coordination forum at national 

and subnational levels.  UNICEF continued to contribute to the development of Humanitarian Need Overview and 

Humanitarian Response for 2020-2022 for the first time over a 3-year period. UNICEF strategy is aligned with the 

interagency Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) and the Government's national Humanitarian plan.  

 

UNICEF continued to work with line Ministries along with the National Civil Protection Directorate to strengthen their 

capacities to better plan, coordinate and implement preparedness and response activities. UNICEF in Mali also works 

with partners to support the provision of social services to affected communities while strengthening humanitarian 

and development programme linkages in Mali. 

 

UNICEF in Mali, with partners, continued to strengthen the national health and nutrition systems to deliver 

emergency services, including the provision of water and sanitation package, the management of SAM cases, 

measles vaccination, providing psychosocial support to conflict-affected children. UNICEF is promoting the 

continuity of education through community mobilization, community learning centers and the provision of school 

supplies, supporting the release of children from armed forces and groups, and providing girl survivors of gender-

based violence with community care and socio-economic reintegration.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media  
 

• News feature in The Independent (UK) on delivering vaccines to children in Mopti 

• New global blog post on psychosocial support for children in Gao and real-time tweets from the field 

• New human interest story on severe acute malnutrition in Mopti 

• Press release on birth registration focusing on children in hard-to-reach and crisis-affected areas 

• Annual press briefing on the humanitarian situation in Mali by the Humanitarian Coordinator 

 
 

UNICEF Mali Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/     

UNICEF Mali Twitter: https://twitter.com/unicefmali 

UNICEF Mali Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html 
 

 
  

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Lucia Elmi 

Representative 

UNICEF Mali 

Tel: (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:lelmi@unicef.org 

 
 

Felix Ackebo  

Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 54 44  

Email: 

Fackebo@UNICEF.org  

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and 

Emergency,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email: Adaheraden@UNICEF.org  

 
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/vaccinations-unicef-world-hardest-places-reach-mali-drc-india-yemen-a9225041.html?fbclid=IwAR1ZUgQfrKX1QulQEovBMaiTmynRLRgX0YF6M6Slj7nl475gCJI1dNYb2qM
https://blogs.unicef.org/blog/rebuilding-childhoods-after-trauma/
https://twitter.com/ElianeLuthi/status/1204094163630927872/photo/1
https://www.unicef.org/mali/en/stories/responding-every-need
https://www.unicef.org/mali/communiqu%C3%A9s-de-presse/malgr%C3%A9-un-enregistrement-des-naissances-en-nette-hausse-un-quart-des-enfants
https://twitter.com/Djaounsede/status/1206876466731991040
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/
https://twitter.com/unicefmali
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

  UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2019 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

2019 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since 

last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number of children 6-59 months with 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 
admitted for therapeutic care 

190,000 190,000 135,652 6,696 190,000 135,652 6,696 

Number of health centres offering 

malnutrition treatment 
1,379 1,379 1,379 0 1,379 1,379 0 

Health        

Number of children under 5 

vaccinated against measles 
NA 980,500 992,149[1] 0    

Number of children under five 

reached each round of polio 

campaign in northern regions 

NA 1,423,587 3,077,344[2] 0    

WASH        

# of affected population provided 

with temporary access to safe water 

(water trucking, aquatabs, chlorine) 

1,300,000[3] 

85,500 158,021[4] 13,625 1,000,000 209,315 13626 

# people accessing the agreed 

quantity of water for drinking, 

cooking and personal hygiene 

162,500 224,295 16,425 1,037,767 383,315 21,626 

# people living in environments free 

of open defecation 
50,000 25,218 0 378,500 27,774 0 

# children accessing WASH facilities 

in learning environments 
25,000 6,987 0 133,700 12, 137 700 

Child Protection        

Number of children who received 

psychosocial support in child friendly 

spaces or other secure spaces. 

272,038 92,000 121,900 7,778 120,000 130,966 7,778 

Number of children suspected and / 

or released from forces and armed 

groups /CAAFAGs receiving interim 

care or family reunification (including 

children released from detention) 

500 400 278 32 500 289 32 

Number of children released from 

forces and armed groups /CAAFAGs 

accessing to reintegration 

opportunities and / or socio-

economic reintegration. 

500 400 276 48 500 240 1 

                                                      
[1] Despite low funding’s, polio and measles targets were reached because operational costs were supported by WHO, vaccines by GAVI  (through Unicef OR funding) 

while UNICEF supported Social Mobilization. 

 
[2] This figure represents the cumulative numbers of two rounds of polio campaigns 
[3] Number of people requiring humanitarian assistance in Water, Hygiene and Sanitation as per 2019 Humanitarian Needs Overview July 2019   

[4] Most of the results achieved for the WASH sector is funded from ORR funds and not from ORE funds while the monitoring of funding is based on ORE funds received 

 



6 

 

Number of unaccompanied and 

separated children (UASC) identified 

and placed in alternative care 

arrangements (FAT - CTO) or who 

have benefited from individual 

follow-up  

900 600 723 73 900 1058 91 

Number of unaccompanied and 

separated children reunited with 

their biological families  

900 600 193 12 900 331 25 

Education        

Number of school aged boys and girls 

(3 to 17) affected by crisis receiving 

learning materials 

357,000 245,000 71,274 9,639 357,000 130,243 13,923 

# crisis-affected children accessing 

formal and non-formal education 
357,000 150,000 49731 4,261 357,000 81,906 5206 
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  17,950,000 5,344,455 6,195,867 6,409,678 36% 

WASH1 13,752,000                  831,928  0 12,920,072 94% 

Health 1,470,750 280,976 130,000 1,059,774 72% 

Child Protection 5,000,000 2,276,358 250,937 2,472,705 49% 

Education 7,500,000 2,465,278 0 5,034,722 67% 

Cluster Coordination  1,250,000                 634,404  30,000 585,596 47% 

Total 46,922,750 11,833,399 6,606,804 28,482,547 61% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 30/07/2019 for a period of 6 months 

 

  

                                                      
1 684,000 USD of UNICEF regular resources have been allocated to achieve results in the WASH sector. 

 


