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Indicator 
UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

NUTRITION: # of SAM (severe acute 
malnutrition) children (6-59 months) 
treated    

107,000 120,437 107,000 120,437 

HEALTH : #of children under 5 
vaccinated against measles 302,650 57,658   

WASH: # of affected population 
provided with temporary access to 
safe water and access to permanent 
drinking water sources in the North 

240,000 117,144 790,000 455,567 

CHILD PROTECTION: % of CAAFAGs 
identified access to referral services 
and reintegration opportunities. 

100 100 100 100 

EDUCATION: Number of children 
benefiting from the education 
program for peacebuilding   

50,000 199,534 162,197 195,534 

 

Highlights 

 As of December 31 2017, there remain over 38,000 internally displaced 
and 526,500 returnee in Mali. 

 During the last quarter of 2017, a total of 77 incidents of grave child 
rights violations were reported including recruitment and use of 
children, killing, rape, attack against schools, and denial of 
humanitarian access. This brings the total to 370 incidents recorded in 
2017.  

 120,437 children were treated for severe actute malnutrition; includuing 
31,255 during the last quarter. 

 In 2017, a total of 117,144 people were provided access to permanent 
drinking water sources, through rehabilitation/construction of 46 water 
points.  

 During the last quarter, 331 survivors of Gender-Based Violence in 
conflict-affected areas received appropriate holistic care and support, 
of which 212 were children.  

 Overall in 2017, a total of 54,124 children living in regions affected by 
the conflict accessed non-formal education through accelerated 
learning or bridging programmes, as well as informal education through 
the creation of Community Learning Centers.  

 

 
31 December 2017 
 
2,072,000 children out of  
3,700,000 people affected  
(HNO 2017) 

302,000 children out of 

422,000 people to be reached in 2017  
(UNICEF HAC 2017) 

38,172 Internally displaced people   
(CMP December 2017) 
 

559 schools closed as of December 2017 

3,530,000 people food insecure in 2017  
(HNO 2017). 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$ 35 million 

UNICEF’s Response with partners 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

*Funds available includes funding received for 
the current appeal year as well as the carry-
forward from the previous year.  
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Carry 
forward 
amount
:  $3.4M

Funds 
received: 

$8.4 M

Funding 
gap: $23.4M

2017 Funds Available*

2017 Funding 
requirement: 

$35.2M 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Displacement patterns remain fluid and complex in Mali. More than 30,000 newly displaced people were registered in 2017, 54 
% of whom are children and women. As of December, 31 2017, there were 38,172 IDPs (7,716 households) and 526,505 returnees 
in Mali1. The regions of Timbuktu (10,000 IDPs), Gao (8,000 IDPs) Menaka (7,300 IDPs), and Segou (6,700 IDPs), host the most 
internally displaced populations due to the incidents that affected these regions. Inter-communal conflicts, insecurity, clashes 
or the prospect of a possible clash between armed groups are the main motives that trigger new displacements. Main priority 
needs for IDPS and their host population include shelter and non-food items. In addition, 130,429 Malians are still refugees in 
neighbouring countries as of end of December 2017. 
 
The last 2017 quarter was marked by targeted attacks and killings against civilians in the north resulting in a high number of 
victims of armed conflicts; sexual violence and attacks against schools. During the last 2017 quarter, a total of 77 incidents of 
child rights grave violations was reported including recruitment and use of children, killing, rape, attack against school and denial 
of humanitarian access. A total of 559 out of 2,380 schools remained closed at the end of December 2017, affecting around 
167,700 children in the conflict-affected regions of Gao, Kidal, Mopti, Ségou and Timbuktu. This is an increase of 59 schools in 
comparison to the last quarter. Overall for 2017, this sums up to a total of 370 incidents for all the year 2017 (159 recruitment and 
use, 37 killing and maiming, 12 rape and other grave sexual violence, 5 abductions, 51 attacks on hospitals and schools and 106 
denial of humanitarian access).  
 
Despite the efforts made by the humanitarian community, the number of people in need has increased to 3.7 million persons in 
2017, against 2.5 million in 2016. According to the last Cadre harmonisé, 4.1 million people are facing food insecurity. Among 
them 950.2002 people are in need of protection including 526,343 children; of whom one out of two needs psychosocial support. 
In 2017, malnutrition remains a public health emergency, evidenced also by data from the 2017 national nutritional survey using 
the SMART methodology. In 2017, the prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition in Gao and in Timbuktu reached ‘critical’ levels 
by WHO’s standards (15.2 percent and 15.7 percent, respectively), and ‘serious’ acute malnutrition rates were recorded in Kayes 
(west), Taoudénit (north) and the district of Bamako. Chronic malnutrition (stunting) also remains a significant problem with a 
national prevalence as high as 23.1 percent (nearly 1 in 4 children). The number of people in need of WASH services is estimated 
at 1.2 million, while 1.4 million of people are expected to not have access to health care, mainly in the Kidal region where 69% 
of health centres are non-functional.  

Humanitarian actors continued to play a critical role in supporting life-saving interventions, by re-establishing basic social 
services and reinforcing social cohesion through peacebuilding at the community level. The Humanitarian community included 
UNICEF, contributed to priorities capacity building of communities to respond to and be resilient to crises, including natural 
hazards and conflict. 

 
Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from Mali Humanitarian Response Plan, January 2017) 
Start of humanitarian response: 2012 
 Total Male Female* 

Total Affected Population 3,700,000 1,813,000 1,887,000 

Children Affected (Under 18) 2,072,000 1,015,280 1,056,720 

Children Under Five 736,767 353,648 383,119 

Pregnant women 115,010 - 115,010 

 
Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The humanitarian leadership and coordination structures remain unchanged. The Ministry of Solidarity and Humanitarian 
Action has the primary role with regards to humanitarian coordination, assistance and protection of the affected population. In 
support of this Ministry, the Humanitarian Coordinator, who also holds the role of Resident Coordinator and DSRSG, leads the 
coordination of the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), supported by OCHA. The HCT is composed of representatives of UN 
agencies, NGOs and donors, while the Red Cross Movement participates as observers. The HCT represents the main strategic 
humanitarian coordination forum in the country. Eight clusters are also active in the country (WASH, Nutrition, Education, 
Protection, Shelter/NFI, Food Security, Early Recovery and Health). UNICEF leads 3 clusters (WASH, Nutrition and Education) 
and 1 sub-cluster (Child Protection). The Inter-cluster coordination forum groups all cluster coordinators and focuses on 

                                                        
1 Commission Mouvement de Population (CMP) Report as of 25 January 2018 
2 MALI HNO 2018 
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intersectoral aspects. At the regional level, a similar humanitarian coordination structure called the “Groupe Interagences de 
Coordination” (GIAC) is in place in Mopti, Timbuktu and Gao and reports to the HCT.  

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF in Mali continues to work with partners, including national counterparts, to respond to humanitarian needs and facilitate 
access to quality basic social services for the crisis-affected population in the north and other vulnerable groups linking 
humanitarian to recovery and development programs. In the area of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), UNICEF continues 
to focus on the rehabilitation of infrastructure to ensure access to safe water for 240,000 people. In education, 14o,000 children 
living in communities affected by the crisis benefited from improved access to quality learning through both formal and informal 
education. In Child Protection, UNICEF supports interventions for survivors of gender-based violence and reinforces the 
Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism. In terms of nutrition, UNICEF continues to support the expansion of SAM treatment, to 
implement integrated health, education and WASH interventions, and to reinforce the coordination capacities of national 
counterparts. In health, integrated vaccination campaigns were supported in the three northern regions (Gao, Kidal and 
Timbuktu) and health facilities received essential drugs and medical equipment to support health care for children under 5 years 
and pregnant women. UNICEF also continues to support disaster preparedness for flooding and epidemic outbreaks. In line with 
its mandate, UNICEF in Mali, is committed to strengthen the nexus between humanitarian response and development, 
delivering its humanitarian programme to vulnerable children and women while also addressing , underlying risks and 
vulnerabilities for the long term . UNICEF Mali actions this through the HNO/HRP processes, as through its cluster leads in 
Nutrition, WASH, Education and Child protection, by promoting integrated humanitarian-development planning and 
programming. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response    
Nutrition 
In 2017, 120,437 severely acutely malnourished children, or 112% of the annual target of 107,000 children, benefited from the 
IMAM (Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition) program.  The IMAM programme performed better in 2017 than previous 
years with a 82% coverage thanks to the combined efforts of Government, UN and NGOs.  
In collaboration with the Nutrition Division of the Ministry of Health, the National Institute of Statistics (INSTAT) and other 
technical and financial partners (FAO, WHO, WFP, USAID, and SIDA), UNICEF Mali led efforts to couple the 2017 SMART survey 
with a living standard survey (Modular and Permanent Household Survey – EMOP) with a view to allowing a more in-depth 
analysis of the determinants of maternal and child malnutrition. The survey was completed with a nationwide coverage including 
the newly established northern regions of Ménaka and Taoudenit, and most notably the region of Kidal (north), which was not 
covered in the 2015 and 2016 surveys.  
 
Health 
During the last quarter, UNICEF Mali supported the State Health Technical Services to reach 36,416 children aged between 3 
months and 5 years old in the implementation of chemoprophylaxis to prevent malaria in Dire district (Timbuktu). With UNICEF 
support, Civil Society Organizations conducted social mobilization efforts to support this campaign, including the production 
and broadcast of uptake spots on TV and local radio. Volatile movements of population caused by conflicts made the social 
mobilization and the determination of the exact numbers of population very challenging.  
 
WASH  
During the last 2017 quarter, an additional 30,800 affected people were assisted in northern Mali with an improved access to 
safe water through the equipment of 35 boreholes with hand pumps and 11 solar pumping systems (equivalent to 42 water 
points) in Timbuktu and Gao regions. As the water table is very low in most of the northern regions, some of the water points 
planned to be equipped with a hand pumps turned out unsuitable for it. Instead UNICEF opted for a small water network systems 
with tap-stands which despite being more costly and time-consuming to put in place, made it easier to fetch water for an 
additional 2,000 people compared to the initial 400 targeted. This sums up to a total of 117,144 people reached in 2017, 
representing a 49% reached against the annual target. In addition, in 2017, the UNICEF WASH team supported over of 4,300 
displaced households representing 25,800 people with WASH emergency kits. 
Despite the significant WASH need in the northern regions, the WASH in Emergencies intervention remained one of the most 
underfunded through 2017, with only 3% received (US$ 291,682 out of US$10,381,140). The WASH in Nutrition activities did not 
receive any funding support entirely.   
 
Child Protection 
Despite limited funds and persistint insecurity in the North throughout 2017, essential child protection interventions in 
emergency were ensured for affected children, including children associated with armed groups.. By the end of December 2017; 
a total of 10,580 (5,252 boys and 5,328 girls) children affected by the crisis received psychosocial support in 7 child-friendly spaces 
in Menaka, Ansongo, Kidal and Gao.  
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During the reporting period, UNICEF and the National Directorate for the Promotion of Women, Children and the Family 
(DNPEF) supported, 7 children (all boys) released from armed groups. These boyes benefited from transitional care including 
medical, health, Nutrition and psychosocial support. This sums up to a total of 28 children who received temporary care, of which 
21 have been reunited with their families. In addition, 114 other auto-demobilised children (112 boys and 2 girls) were identified 
in the community, supported and reunited with their families by INGO partners through community reinsertion and family basic 
socioeconomic support in Gao, Meénaka and Kidal regions. These make up to a total of 142 children associated with armed 
forces or armed groups assisted during the last quarter of 2017. 
Moreover, 331 survivors of Gender-Based Violence in conflict-affected areas received appropriate holistic care and support, of 
which 64 % were children. The most common form of violence against children was sexual assault, linked to Female Genital 
Mutilation.  UNICEF partners (Handicap International, Sinisanuman, APDF) continued to work in conflict-affected zones to 
provide appropriate care to survivors of GBV.  
 
Education 
Due to both the ongoing insecurity in the Northern regions and the deteriorating situation in the Central regions of Mopti and 
Segou, 500 schools remained closed and/or were forced to close by the end of the school year 2016-2017. This represents a 
significant increase in the number of schools closed with an additional 204 more schools in comparison to the same period in 
the previous year (that registered a total number of 296 schools closed). At the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year UNICEF 
Mali, along with its implementing partners the Ministry of Education, and International Rescue Committee put in place a strategy 
to assure the continuity of education for children who are out of school by creating ‘community learning centres’. In the conflict-
affected areas of Gao, Menaka, Mopti and t regions, 100 community learning centres were opened, benefiting around 5,000 
children. 

For this reporting period, the contribution made towards social cohesion was brought to the forefront with 154,034 children (73 
902 girls and 80 132 boys) involved in peacebuilding activities carried out in Mopti, Timbuktu, and Gao, through interschool 
competitions (poetry, essay writing, sketches). This led children to actively playing a role in promoting social cohesion and a 
culture of peace by participating in activities at the school level as well as at the community level. 

Overall in 2017, a total of 54,124 children living in the northern and central regions affected by the conflict accessed non-formal 
education through accelerated learning or bridge classes in emergency situations, as well as informal education through the 
creation of Community Learning Centers.  

 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
To reinforce human security, UNICEF equipped 23 radio stations in Northern Mali (1 Kidal, 7 in Gao et 12 Timbuktu) to convey 
key messages on positive family practices, peace and social cohesion. This was implemented in the framework of the UN Trust 
Fund for Human Security (UNTFHS) joint project along with UNDP, FAO, WHO, ILO and UNFPA. UNICEF provided radios with 
a variety of equipment including microphones, amplifiers, mixers and Dictaphones.  

 

 Media and External Communication 
UNICEF continued to engage national and international media on the humanitarian situation in Mali by advocating for a 
stronger focus on child nutrition, education and protection.  
Leveraging the results of the 2017 SMART survey, advocacy for stronger joint response to the malnutrition crisis in the country 
was strengthened through the publication of an international press release through UNICEF headquarters in New York 
complete with photo and video content, which generated more than 150 clippings worldwide in 10 languages. In parallel, a 
press visit to a health centre in Timbuktu was led with AFP photo to ensure availability of high-quality stock photos for 
international media outlets on the issue.   
In addition, UNICEF worked with top-tier media to highlight and showcase the response to out-of-school children in Mali, 
including those affected by school closures, notably leading a press visit to temporary spaces set up in partnership with NRC in 
the circle of Djenne with RFI, France24 and TV5 Monde. 
On World Children's Day, over 40 children took over UNICEF Mali's social media platforms to advocate for increased 
investment in children's rights starting at birth, including birth registration for the most vulnerable children in crisis-affected 
areas. A Facebook Live of a roundtable debate led by two child journalists was viewed more than 3,000 times, with extracts 
broadcasted over national radio.  
Over the course of the year, nearly 500 media hits on the situation of children in Mali and UNICEF response were achieved, 
including interviews placed in top-tier international media such as the BBC, Reuters, Voice of America, RFI (on nutrition, school 
closures and out-of-school children), as well as media in key donor markets such as Spain.  
The high-quality multimedia content was continuously produced, and more than 10 human interest stories, 10 photo stories 
and 10 videos were published, including on the emergency response to severe acute malnutrition and to out-of-school 
children. 
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Security  
The security situation remains complex in central and north Mali. The year 2017 witnessed a deterioration of the security 
situation, characterised by rising criminality and violence. 
 
The context in northern and central Mali during the last quarter of 2017 continued to be marked by insecurity and limited 
humanitarian access. Humanitarians actors were usually not directly targeted by armed groups but were subject to violent 
attacks, most of them related to crime or banditry. 
In 2017, more than 133 access constraints were recorded; 97% of these occurred in the northern (Gao, Menaka, Kidal or 
Timbuktu) and central (Mopti) regions. Up to 75% of incidents were cases of theft, car-jacking and physical assault.  
 
Thanks to strong field presence with 5 fully staffed field offices, UNICEF and its partners programmed a wide array of lifesaving 
multisectoral activities, to draw up alternative solutions build greater community acceptance, accessed remote areas, and 
delivered lifesaving assistance. Despite tensions (intercommunity, armed group, criminality) UNICEF maintained a high level of 
access while ensuring the security of its staff, assets as well as partners. 

 
Funding 
UNICEF in Mali appealed for US$ 35.2 million to continue responding to humanitarian needs and facilitate access to quality basic 
social services for crisis-affected populations in the north and centre of the country.  As of 31 December 2017, UNICEF had a 
funding gap of 67 %, with the most urgent funding needs remaining in Health, Child Protection and Education. UNICEF has used 
nearly US$5.5 million of its own regular resources3 in order to reach children with critical WASH, Education and Child Protection 
assistance. UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to donors namely, ECHO, USAID Food for Peace, Denmark, Sweden, 
Spain, the Netherlands, UNICEF France, and UNICEF Norway, UNICEF Spain, and all donors contributing to UNICEF 
Global  Thematic Humanitarian funds, for the funding received, which have made the current response possible.  
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in 2017 Humanitarian Appeal) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-
Over $ % 

WASH 10,381,140 291,682 0 10,089,458 97% 

Education 6,757,220 300,481 1,148,532 5,308,207 79% 

Health 1,735,515 0 0 1,735,515 100% 

Nutrition 13,000,000 6,020,928 1,831,804 5,147,268 40% 

Child Protection 2,500,000 240,385 429,737 1,829,878 73% 

Emergency Coordination 844,000 1,511,650 0 0 0% 

Total 35,217,875 8,365,126 3,410,074 23,442,675 67% 

 
 
* Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  
 

 

                                                        
3 UNICEF in Mali used US$4.3 million of Global Thematic Funds to provide children and their families with critical WASH assistance. 

Who to contact for 
further information: 

Lucia Elmi 
Representative,  
UNICEF Mali  
Telephone: (+223) 75 99 62 36 
Email: lelmi@unicef.org 

Benny Krasniqi 
Chief of Field Ops and Emergency,  
UNICEF Mali  
Telephone: (+223) 75 99 62 50 
Email:  bkrasniqi@unicef.org 

Julie Mancuso 
Emergency Specialist,  
UNICEF Mali 
Telephone: (+223) 94 72 67 59 
Email: Jmancuso@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indicator 

Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  
▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       
Number of water point 
rehabilitated/constructed 

1,239 437 117▲ 360 197 46▲ 

Number of affected population 
provided with temporary access to 
safe water (water trucking, aquatabs, 
chlorine) 

294,327 101,134 63,178▲ 54,400 25,944 0 

Number of people having access to 
permanent drinking water sources 
(construction/ rehabilitation) 

495,600 354,433 77,600▲ 185,600 91,200 30,800▲ 

Number of households who received 
WASH emergency kits 

9,730 8,992 0 6,520 4,324 0▲ 

EDUCATION        
Number of boys and girls (3 to 17 
years) affected by crisis attending 
education in a classroom where the 
teacher has been trained in 
Psychosocial Support 

67,500 98,190 85,900▲ 45,000 
47,200 

 
41,200 

 

Number of children benefiting from 
the education program for 
peacebuilding  (boys / girls) 

162,197 205,534 154,724 
▲ 50,000 195,534 154,034

▲ 
HEALTH        
Number of children under five reached 
each round of polio campaign in 
northern regions 

  
 

242,792 536,644 39,656▲ 

Number of children under 5 vaccinated 
against measles    302,650 57,658 22,581▲ 
Number of children under five 
reached with penta3 vaccine in Kidal 
Region 

  
 

3,527 380 257▲ 

NUTRITION       
Number of children 6-59 months with 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 
admitted for therapeutic care. 

107,000 120,437 31,255▲ 107,000 120,437 31,255▲ 

Number of health centres offering 
malnutrition treatment. 

1,307 1,307 0 1,307 1,307 0 

CHILD PROTECTION       
% of CAAFAGs identified accessing to 
referral services and reintegration 
opportunities. 

100% 100% - 100% 100% - 

Number of survivors of GBV who 
receive appropriate care and support   

 
2,100 1,296 331 ▲ 


