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Situation in Numbers 

868, 900  
people affected by the cyclone and floods 
 
 

Over 219,195  
children targeted for assistance by 
UNICEF  

 
 

30  
cases of cholera reported in total with no 
mortality in 2019 
 
 

 
 
 

Highlights 
 

• The number of displacement sites continues to decrease as Internally 

Displaced People (IDPs) return to their places of origin while others 

resettle in newly identified land.  

• With UNICEF’s support to flood-affected districts, 29,668 children 

(17,051 boys; 18,621 girls) from 43 schools can now continue to go to 

school. UNICEF is providing teaching and learning materials and 

technical support.  

• A total of 56,041 people in 28 displacement sites in eight flood 

affected districts have been provided with sanitation facilities with 

support from UNICEF.  

• In the reporting period, 53,922 beneficiaries in 90 displacement sites 

were reached with lifesaving health interventions through a mobile 

clinic strategy bringing the total number of beneficiaries reached so 

far to 198,672. 

• Malawi registered nine new cholera cases during the period of April 

29 to May 12, 2019, bringing the total number of cases registered in 

the year 2019 to 30. 

 

 Flood affected learners at Sekeni School camp just after completing their first Primary 
School Leaving Certificate examination paper, @UNICEF Malawi/2019/ 

 
21 May 2019 

 UNICEF CLUSTER 

 
UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

      (as of end 
March 
2019) 

Nutrition: Children under-five with severe acute malnutrition 
admitted into therapeutic feeding programme 

58,421 15, 581 
 

27% 58,421 15,581 27% 

Health: Children immunized against measles 379,195 99,415 26%    

WASH: People affected by drought, floods and cholera provided 
with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 145,865 29% 695,000 147,480 21% 

Child Protection: Number of children with access to psychosocial 
support (PSS), socialization, play and learning in safe spaces 

150,000 19,579 13%    

Education: Disaster affected school-aged children including 
adolescents with access to quality education services  

95,500 29,668 31% 135,000 35,672 26% 

Communication for Development: Disaster affected people 
reached with key messages and call to action on life saving 
practices 

495,960 132,000 27%    

 

 

bbb 

Summary of UNICEF’s response with partners 
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Situation overview  

The number of displacement sites continues to decrease as Internally Displaced People (IDPs) return to 
their places of origin while others resettle in newly identified land. As of 21 May, a report presented by the 
Shelter Cluster at an inter cluster meeting held on 20 May indicated the number of active camps has 
reduced from the initial 173 to Six (four in Chikwawa, two in Nsanje). While the number of IDPs in the four 
Chikwawa active displacement camps is yet to be verified, in Nsanje the number of IDPs in the two active 
camps is reported to be 2,214. Government and its humanitarian partners are facilitating timely and 
participatory return of the IDPs through several interventions including provision of a return package and 
ensuring availability of services in the places of return.  A recovery plan of action is being developed with 
leadership from the Department of Disaster Management Affairs as one way of facilitating harmonizing 
and rationalizing delivery of recovery interventions in line with the Post Disaster Needs Assessment. 
 
During the period of April 29 to May 12, 2019, nine cholera cases were reported from Mwanza (3), 
Chikwawa (4) and Blantyre (2) districts. All the cases are from the community and not the displacement 
camps. Cumulatively, 30 cases have been reported with no mortality in 2019 in five districts (Blantyre (3), 
Chikwawa (5), Mchinji (2), Mwanza (13), Nsanje (7)). For all the 30 cases, patients were managed 
successfully and discharged cured.   
 
Generally, the nutrition situation continues to be stable across the country with the number of children 
admitted for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment in April 2019 lower than the previous three years 
(See below figure). The nutrition situation could deteriorate later in the year as the current response to 
2018/19 drought induced food insecurity comes to an end and the food insecurity situation escalates in 
localized areas especially in flood affected southern Malawi. In these areas, some households lost all their 
crops and assets during the flooding and have depleted livelihoods and are most likely to continue 
registering food and income deficits even during the harvest and post-harvest period.  
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Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
 
The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian response through the Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs (DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN and 
donor agencies. UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the Inter-Cluster 
Coordination Fora, which lead cross-sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. 
UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Education, Nutrition, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Clusters and the Child Protection Sub-Cluster, while also playing a key role in the Health Cluster. 
 

Humanitarian strategy  
 
UNICEF continues to provide immediate life-saving and life-sustaining assistance to populations affected 
by severe food insecurity and flooding, while also investing in resilience-building interventions. UNICEF 
support focus on 23 camps in the six worst affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Machinga, Mangochi, 
Phalombe and Zomba. The aim is to deliver services through multi-sectoral responses in child protection, 
education, health, nutrition, social protection and WASH, supported by community engagement activities.  

 
Summary analysis of programme response   
 

Education  
 
Due to UNICEF’s financial and technical support, to flood-affected districts, 29,668 children (17,051 boys; 
18,621 girls) from 43 schools are able to continue to go to school through UNICEF’s teaching and learning 
materials and technical support. This is according to real-time data provided by the 59 Volunteer Teachers 
employed and deployed by the Ministry of Education Science and Technology (MoEST) also with support 
from UNICEF. The volunteer teachers also facilitated relocation of internally displaced learners to the 
examination centres nearest to them. Additionally, they ensured that exams were administered in a 
conducive and learner-friendly environment. Furthermore, 7,140 children (3,355 boys and 3,785 girls) in 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) in 20 IDP camps have been reached with ECD kits and tent classrooms 
in the districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Mulanje, Phalombe and Zomba.  
 
Water, sanitation and hygiene 
 
Through UNICEF support, a total of 145,865 people gained access to safe water supply in 40 IDP sites and 
host communities in the districts of Nsanje, Chikwawa, Mulanje, Machinga, Phalombe, Balaka, Mangochi 
and Zomba so far through pipe extensions, house hold water treatment, repair of boreholes as well as 
through water trucking in up to 7 camps for a period of 3 weeks. Also, UNICEF has supported construction 
of solar powered reticulated water systems to benefit IDP’s and surrounding communities and institutions 
(school, health facility and Orphan care centre).   
 
Furthermore, a total of 56,041 people has been provided with sanitation facilities including latrines, bath 

shelters in IDP camps, and plastic sheeting for latrine construction for returnees in 28 camps surpassing the 

planned target of 40,000 by 16,041 (40%). UNICEF has reached more people with sanitation services than 

planned because most WASH cluster members (like Malawi Red cross and Goal Malawi) concentrated on 

hygiene promotion. UNICEF implementing partners therefore did much of latrine construction in IDP sites 

to fill the gap. In addition, with UNICEF support, a total of 300,000 people has been reached with hygiene 
promotion messages especially on cholera prevention since the beginning of the crisis. 

As the displaced population return, ten camps in Chikwawa, Nsanje, Mulanje and Balaka have closed and 
the sanitation facilities have been decommissioned.  
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Health 
 
UNICEF continues to support ongoing health promotions, awareness raising activities, and cross-border 

coordination meetings with Mozambique. Furthermore, UNICEF has also supported cholera case 
management training for health workers from districts bordering Mozambique.   

UNICEF, working with the District Health Office and partners, continues to provide lifesaving health 

services through mobile clinics.   In this reporting period UNICEF has scaled up the health activities in three 

more districts of Thyolo, Mangochi and Balaka. This brings the total number of mobile teams to 20 in nine 

districts. The services provided at the mobile clinic include curative consultation, basic essential maternal 

and new-born care, family planning, immunization and follow up of chronic illnesses. In the reporting 

period, 53,922 beneficiaries in 90 camps were reached with the services bringing the total number of 

beneficiaries reached so far to 198,672. Out of the 14,287 consultations provided, 24 percent were to 

children under five with about 38 per cent related to malaria, acute respiratory tract infection and acute 
watery diarrhoea.  

Number of people reached by type of service   
Type of service # people reached 

during reporting 
period   

Cumulative 
results  

# of children immunized through the mobile clinics  1,151 3,648 
# of children who received measles vaccine  32,325 99,415 
# provided with reproductive health (ANC and postnatal care services) 15 1,097 
# of people who received male condoms 4,622 39,668 
# of people who were provided with other family planning services 602 9,081 

# of people treated for chronic conditions 546 1,603 
# of consultations provided 14,289 42,309 
# of clients provided with HIV /ART services  372 1,851 
Total  53,922 198,672 

 

 A Measles-Rubella vaccination campaign was conducted in nine flood-affected districts during the 

previous reporting period targeting 48,726 internally displaced children aged 6-59 months. The target was 

revised from the 109,000 indicated in the last report having verified the number of people that were in 

camps as at the time of the immunisation campaign. Overall, 46,210 (95% coverage) were vaccinated.  Six 

districts (Phalombe, Balaka, Machinga, Mangochi, Mulanje and Phalombe) achieved more than the 95% 

coverage required to provide general population immunity (herd immunity) while four districts 

(Chikwawa 66%, Nsanje 64%, Thyolo,83% and Zomba, 89%) achieved less than 95% coverage. For these 

districts, it’s most likely that the targets were over-estimated based on earlier figures without factoring in 
population that have returned to their villages. 

 

Nutrition 
 
In the month of April, over 317,769 under-five children (147,880 males; 169,889 Females) were screened 
across the eleven-prioritized flood affected districts (Balaka, Blantyre, Chikwawa, Machinga, Mangochi, 
Mwanza, Nsanje, Neno, Phalombe, Thyolo and Zomba). From this a total of 1,646 under-five Severely Acute 
Malnourished (SAM) children (738 males; 908 females) were admitted and treated in the Community-
based Management of Acute Malnutrition programme compared to 1,651 admitted in March and 2,081 
SAM children admitted in February 2019. This brings the total number of SAM children under five admitted 
in flood affected districts to 7,414. Since January 2019, a total of 15, 581 children have been admitted and 
treated. 
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In the same reporting month of April, 2,247 SAM children successfully recovered after treatment compared 
to 1,855 in March and 1,835 in February 2019. This gives a cure rate of 93.2%, dead rate of 2.4%, defaulter 
rate of 2.1% and a non-respondent rates of 2.3% (all within acceptable spheres cut offs). 
 
The number of children under five have received Vitamin A supplements in 2019 remains at 59,949 are 
indicated in the previous report.  
 
Child protection 
 
Children’s Corners for psychosocial support (PSS), play and recreation of children have been established 
in most of priority IDP sites and some nearby communities, reaching approximately 10,000 children on a 
weekly basis. 220 Children’s Corners kits (procured with CERF funds) have arrived in-country and have 
been distributed to District Social Welfare Offices (DSWO) in nine flood-affected districts. A total of 194 
children’s corners facilitators were trained in PSS, to improve quality of services to affected children. In 
almost all priority evacuation sites, dedicated child protection workers have been assigned and are 
supporting families. Overall, in all disaster affected areas, a total of 19,579children have gained access to 
psycho-social support (PSS), socialization, play and learning through the children corners, play and 
provision of recreation of children. 
  
Community-Based Complaint Mechanism, including two helplines, established by UNICEF’s partner Youth 
Net and Counselling (YONECO) continues to receive and refer cases of child protection and PSEA/GBV in 
22 sites. To date, 321 cases relating to GBV and child protection have been reported through the helpline, 
including 140 children-related cases. UNICEF is also partnering with Save the Children to provide PSS and 
strengthen the child protection system. Two cases of violence against children were identified through 
Save the Children’s “Healing through Art” activities and referred to the DSWO.  Five unaccompanied 
children were identified in Chikwawa and reunited with their family. Child Protection Workers (16) and 
Child Protection Committee members (232) received orientation to strengthen their respective roles in 
delivering child protection services. 
 
The Child Protection Sub-Cluster has established a dedicated taskforce to document child protection 
concerns in the affected areas as well as priorities for the early recovery phase.  
 
Cash Based Assistance 
 

The design of the Social Cash Transfer flood response Program has been finalized. UNICEF, in coordination 
with WFP, provided the government with technical support to design the response plan. A one-off transfer 
value of 58,000 MWK (79 USD) will be provided in June 2019.  This calculation is made in consultation 
with the Cash Working Group and it is aimed at meeting immediate needs such as food and medication and 
early recovery livelihood activities.  This is also in line with the Malawi Flood Response Plan which is due 
to end in June. CARE, UNICEF’s implementing partner, will be providing monitoring and Evaluation 
evaluation support to the 2 districts, Chikwawa and Zomba. CARE will also provide support with 
backstopping activities in 3 other districts where similar support is provided. Beneficiaries will be notified 
through rigorous communication messages. The social cash transfer system will be used throughout the 
process. This is part of ongoing activities to strengthen the system’s sensitivity and responsiveness to 
shocks. A joint workplan and monitoring and evaluation framework have been developed to support the 
process.  A total of 7,628 households are planned to receive this emergency support in Chikwawa and 
Zomba district. 
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Communications for Development (C4D)  
 

UNICEF continues to promote protective practices in IDP camps by engaging IDPs with integrated 
messages around child protection, education, health, nutrition and WASH through health talks, drama 
performances and interpersonal communication sessions being undertaken by 52 teachers in six prioritised 
flood-affected districts. So far, using afore mentioned approaches, the messages have reached a total 
32,000 people in IDP sites. Additionally, UNICEF partner, Centre for Development Communications, has 
established radio listening groups in 35 camps. The members are involved in the production of radio 
programmes, in the process empowering their voices and enhancing transparency and accountability. 
Furthermore, community radios continue to broadcast key messages, reaching over 100, 000 people every 
day. Combining all the approaches (radio listening groups, health talks, drama performances and 
interpersonal communication sessions) a total of 132.000 has been reached with reached with key 
messages and call to action on life saving practices. 
 
A recently completed rapid C4D exposure assessment conducted among parents and caretakers, 
adolescents, and opinion leaders living in selected camps(n=309) shows that 97% of the respondents have 
ever been engaged in C4D activities, and the majority could recall key messages. For example, 85 % could 
recall messages of handwashing with soap. 
 
UNICEF supported volunteer teachers are supporting the camp committees with interpersonal 
communications at camps, reaching more than 200 people per week in each camp. 
 
C4D partner Story Workshop has completed training of 22 local drama groups who are conducting theatre 
for development sessions in priority camps every two weeks, reaching an average of 200 people per 
session, and facilitating the implementation of protective community actions. The Story Workshop, has 
also completed training of 36 local drama groups who are conducting theatre for development sessions in 
priority camps every two weeks, reaching an average of 300 people per session, and facilitating the 
implementation of protective community actions. 
 
Media and external communication  
 
UNICEF engaged local media on the impact of UNICEF’s response, including support from partners. UNICEF 
continued to use social media to communicate key interventions in the flood response. All materials, 
including press releases, photos, videos and human-interest stories, can be found here: 
Website: www.unicef.org/malawi 
Blog: unicefmalawi.blog 
Twitter: @MalawiUNICEF; Dropbox: bit.ly/2NWs85K 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/MalawiUNICEF
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Funding  
 
Against the 2019 Malawi HAC funding appeal of US$ 15.29 million UNICEF has so far received US$ 8.67 
million and has carry over funds amounting to US$ 1.1 million from 2018. This leaves a 36 per cent funding 
gap (US$ 5.52 million). For IDAI cyclone response out of the US$ 8,265,000 required UNICEF has received 
a total amount of US$4,424,265. Additionally, the Office has US$ 1,217,582 of unallocated thematic funds 
which, once allocated will be available for IDAI cyclone response and will further reduce the funding gap.  
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 Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 15/03/2019 for a period of 3 months) 

Appeal Sector 

  Funds received 
against the 
appeal  

  
Funding gap 

Requirements 
Carry over 
funds* 

      $ % 

WASH $2,800,000 $1,643,373  $ 1,156,627 41% 

Education $2,050,000 $350,938  $ 1,699,062 83% 

Health  $2,563,130 $1,421,180 $ 1,097,891 $ 44,059 2% 

Nutrition $4,450,000 $3,736,616  $ 713,384 16% 

Child protection $600,000 $808,774  0 0% 

HIV/AIDS $150,000 $0  $150,000 100% 

Cash Based Support $1,500,000 $100,850  $ 1,399,150 93% 

Communication for Development $500,000 $0  $500,000 100% 

Program support and coordination $684,000 $612,764  $  71,236 10% 

Total $15,297,130 $8,674,495 $1,097,891 $5,524,744 37% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Johannes Wedenig 
Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 999 964 130 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
Email: jwedenig@unicef.org  
 

Roisin De Burca 
Deputy Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 992 961 100 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
E-mail: rdeburca@unicef.org 
 

 

mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org
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Annex A  
 
PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 UNICEF CLUSTER 
 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

CLUSTE
R 2019 
Target  

CLUSTER 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

 

NUTRITION       

Children under 5 years old with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58,421 15, 581 
 

▲3,351 58,421 13876 ▲3,351 

Children aged 6 to 59 months provided with 
Vitamin A supplementation 

400,075  59,949 
 

No change 400,075  59,949 No change 

HEALTH 

Children and women in humanitarian situations 
provided with access to health care services 

424,071 198,672 ▲53,922     

Children immunized for measles 379,195 99,415 ▲32,325    

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE i 

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 145,865 ▲84,548 695,000 147,480 ▲84,548 

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with sanitation services per agreed 
standards  

40,000  56,0411 ▲2,650 45,000 56,861 ▲2650 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of children with access to psycho-social 
support (PSS), socialization, play and learning  

150,000 19,579 ▲1,641     

People reached by gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention and response services 

7,000 967 ▲104     

EDUCATION 

Disaster affected school-aged children including 
adolescents with access to quality education 
services  

95,500 29,668 ▲5,292 135,000 35,672 ▲6,880 

Disaster affected adolescent children, in and out 
of school, with access to relevant alternative 
education services 

2,000 02 No change  8,000 0 No change  

Cash Based Assistance  

Vulnerable households receiving cash emergency 
top ups 

14,500 21,6643 No change    

Communication for Development          

Disaster affected people reached with key 
messages and call to action on life saving 
practices 

495,960 132,000 ▲132,000    

HIV & AIDS       

10,000 Women in disaster affected areas retained 
on HIV treatment for 6 months 

10,000 0 No change    

 

                                                        
1 UNICEF has reached more people with sanitation services than planned because most WASH cluster members (like Malawi Red cross and Goal Malawi) 
concentrated on hygiene promotion. UNICEF implementing partners therefore did much of latrine construction in IDP sites to fill the gap. 
2 No alternative education centres were set up as earlier planned because the required education services could be provided to the affected children through the 
formal system by enhancing its capacity with the deployment of volunteer teachers and provision of material support. 

 
3 The planned target of 14,500 was surpassed substantially because in the process of implementation, unlike the MVAC report which identified only a portion of the 
SCTP beneficiaries as food insecure, UNICEF opted for a blanket coverage targeting all SCTP beneficiaries in the affected Traditional Authorities that were 
identified as food insecure in the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Report considering that usually all of them face food insecurity and would most likely require 
food assistance to meet their consumption needs 
 


