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Situation in Numbers 
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868, 900 
people affected by the cyclone and floods 

 
over 219,195 

 children targeted by UNICEF 
 

UNICEF Malawi Funding Requirements 
 

 

 
 

 By the end of June, all of those displaced from the cyclone and 
flooding in March have now returned to their places of origin or 
resettled in newly identified land. UNICEF and partners are 
supporting recovery efforts to help affected people and 
communities sustainably recover and reconstruct. 

 To date, 150,000 flood affected people were reached with key 
integrated child protection, education, health, nutrition and 
WASH messages through various channels.  

 UNICEF has so far in 2019 reached a total of 29,277 beneficiaries 
with cash-based interventions in selected food insecure and 
floods affected districts. In the month of June, 7,613 flood 
affected households received cash top-ups, distributed from in 
Zomba (3,012) and Chikwawa (4,601) districts. 

 Since the start of the response, 345 gender-based violence 
cases were reported through UNICEF partner YONECO’s 
helplines. 

 

 
A SCTP beneficiary receiving her multipurpose cash top up © UNICEF Malawi/2019 

 

Highlights 

Cyclone/flood Sitrep: March- June 2019 

 UNICEF CLUSTER 

 
UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

% of 
target 

Nutrition: Children under-five with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58,421 22,114 38% 58,421 19,388 38% 

Health: Children and women in humanitarian 
situations provided with access to health care services 

424,071 269,398 64%    

WASH: People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 155,167 31% 695,000 
156,78
2 

23% 

Child Protection: Number of children with access to 
psychosocial support socialization, play and learning in 
safe spaces 

150,000 19,579 13%    

Education: Disaster affected school-aged children 
including adolescents with access to quality education 
services  

95,500 47,930 50% 135,000 62,681 46% 
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Situation overview  
As of 30 June, all of those displaced from the cyclone/flooding in March have returned to their places of 
origin or resettled in newly identified land. The response plan period that started on 20 March 2019 
concluded on 30 June 2019.  The Government and humanitarian partners are now swiftly switching into 
recovery efforts. The Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) report was launched on 3 July, and the 
assessment estimates that the total cost of the impact of the disaster stands at US$ 220.2 million, while the 
total needs for recovery and reconstruction stand at US$ 370.5 million. A recovery plan of action is being 
finalized with leadership from the Department of Disaster Management Affairs in an effort to harmonize 
delivery of recovery interventions in line with the PDNA. 
 
No new cholera cases were confirmed during this reporting period, with the last case reported on 8 May 
2019. Cumulatively during the current cholera season which started on 1 November 2018, a total of 25 cases 
of cholera, including one death, were reported from Blantyre, Nsanje, Chikwawa, Mwanza and Mchinji 
districts. Out of the 25 cases, 10 are from Mozambique and seven have a direct link with Mozambique. This 
is lower than the number of cases reported the same period last year, and during the 2015 flooding.    
 

Figure 1: Epidemic curve of cholera cases in Malawi, during the cholera season  

 
 
The nutrition situation remains stable across the country with the number of children admitted for severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment in May 2019 slightly higher than same time last year (figure 2, below). 
Overall, there has been an 11 percent decrease in SAM admissions from 21,017 in 2018 to 19,376 in same 
period 2019. Additionally, there has been a seven percent decrease in Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) 
admissions from 50,122 in 2018 to 46,637 in the same period in 2019. The SAM death rate, from January to 
May 2019 is 2.6 percent, which is within the SPHERE Thresholds of less than 10 percent (536 deaths out of 
20, 528 discharges). 
 
There has been an increase in the number of MAM admissions in May 2019, when compared to May of 2018. 
The increase is likely due to pipeline breaks in supplementary feeding programmes around May to August 
of 2018. This might have had a significant negative impact on overall performance.  
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Figure 2: SAM admissions  

 
 
The nutrition situation could deteriorate later in the year as the food insecurity situation may escalate in 
localized areas, especially in the flood affected southern Malawi. According to the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
second round crop estimates, national food production is anticipated to be average to above-average. The 
Ministry of Agriculture currently estimates that the national production of maize will be about 10 percent 
above the five-year average. However, localized production shortfalls exist in areas hit by heavy rains and 
flooding, especially in southern Malawi. Prices for maize continue to be higher than normal, despite the start 
of the harvest and an anticipated average to above-average national crop production. This is the result of 
localized production shortfalls in southern Malawi which is atypically increasing market demand. Current 
and projected prices are estimated to be about 20 percent above the five-year average and much higher 
than last year’s prices. This will likely lead to reduced food access for low income households consequently 
increasing the risk of increased malnutrition levels.  
 
Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian efforts through the Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs (DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN and donor 
agencies. UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the Inter-Cluster Coordination 
Fora, which lead cross-sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. UNICEF is the co-
lead agency for the education, nutrition, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) clusters and the child 
protection sub-cluster, while also playing a key role in the Health Cluster.       
 
During the recovery phase which starts on 1 July 2019, planning and coordination of recovery interventions 
will be sector based, which entails broadening membership to include other sectors involved in undertaking 
development interventions. The clusters will however remain active and will align their interventions with 
the relevant sectors.  
 
Humanitarian strategy  
UNICEF continues to provide immediate life-saving and life-sustaining assistance to disaster affected people, 
while also investing in resilience-building interventions. Support to flood affected populations focused on 23 
camps in the six worst affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Machinga, Mangochi, Phalombe and Zomba. 
With the flood affected population having moved out of the camps and returned to their places of origin or 
relocated to safer locations, UNICEF, like the rest of the humanitarian actors, has switched focus to recovery 
efforts with the aim of ‘building back better’. Services are being delivered through multi-sectoral responses 
in child protection, education, health, nutrition, social protection and WASH, supported by community 
engagement activities.  
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Summary analysis of programme response   
 
Education  
With UNICEF technical and financial support, the Ministry of Education Science and Technology (MoEST) has 
deployed 50 newly trained teachers to 50 additional schools in nine flood affected districts to support 
distribution and monitoring of education supplies, support class management, identify physical and social 
needs of disaster affected children, conduct awareness campaigns on health and hygiene practices to 
prevent disease outbreaks and assist with psychosocial support. The volunteer teachers are undertaking 
these activities in collaboration with child protection workers. Additionally, they provide real-time data and 
information for the education and other clusters. The number of schools and learners benefiting from the 
services of the volunteer teachers has almost doubled because of the increase in number of volunteer 
teachers.  
 
UNICEF provided additional education supplies bringing the total supplies distributed since the beginning of 
the flood response to 143 school in a box kits, 285 kits of extra materials and 489 recreation kits benefiting 
47,930 learners (22,870 boys; 25,060 girls) in 156 schools and improving access to quality education services 
in five of the worst affected districts -  Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe, Mulanje and Zomba.  
 
UNICEF also financially supported structural and vulnerability assessments of damaged school infrastructure 
in a total of 66 schools in Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe, Mulanje and Zomba, which are being prioritized for 
rehabilitation in the recovery phase of the emergency.  
 
Water, sanitation and hygiene 
With UNICEF support more than 156,782 people have been reached with safe drinking water at 40 sites that 
were accommodating displaced people and surrounding communities in Nsanje, Chikwawa, Mulanje, 
Machinga, Phalombe, Balaka, Mangochi and Zomba. The water was provided through bore hole 
rehabilitation, house hold water treatment, water trucking and through nine solar powered reticulation 
water schemes constructed in institutions, including schools, health facilities, early childhood care centres 
that hosted internally displaced people.  
 
Since the start of the flood response, 56,041 people in the same districts have been provided with sanitation 
facilities in 28 camps for displaced. UNICEF, though its partners, is in the process of decommissioning latrines 
and bath shelters that were constructed in the camps. A total of 174 emergency sanitation facilities have 
been decommissioned so far, and 61 institutional latrines have been de-sludged in locations hosting IDPs, 
for re-use by school children. In some schools that hosted the displaced, 51 double stance permanent 
latrines have been constructed, which will continue to serve 11,949 school children. 
 
During the response, more than 600,000 people have been reached with hygiene messages within camps, 
as well as district-wide coverage through community radios, especially on cholera prevention. The 
community radios both in Nsanje and Chikwawa have a wide listenership beyond the districts. Also, more 
than 5,000 sanitary pads were distributed for women and girls both in and out of school.   
 
Health 
UNICEF supported the cholera response through health promotions, awareness raising activities and cross-
border coordination meetings with Mozambique. To this end, UNICEF supported the training of 280 health 
workers including clinicians, nurses and health surveillance assistants on cholera case management in 
Chikwawa and Mwanza districts of Malawi and the neighbouring districts of Mozambique. Other activities 
conducted included reaching over 24,000 individuals with hygiene messages, pot to pot chlorination, 
promoting school hygiene and sanitation, refresher training for village health committees, on water 
treatment and monitoring for hygiene and safety. 
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Working with the District Health Office and partners, UNICEF responded with lifesaving health interventions 
through a mobile clinic strategy. The services provided at the mobile clinic include curative consultation, 
basic essential maternal and new-born care, family planning, immunization and follow up of chronic illnesses. 
In June, 19,703 consultations, in hard to reach villages, were carried out with the services bringing the total 
number of beneficiaries reached in 2019 to 269,398.  
 
With UNICEF support, Measles-Rubella vaccination campaign was conducted in nine flood-affected districts 
during the previous reporting period targeting 48,726 internally displaced children aged 6-59 months 1. 
Overall, 46,210 children (95 per cent coverage) were vaccinated. Six districts (Phalombe, Balaka, Machinga, 
Mangochi, Mulanje and Phalombe) achieved more than the 95 per cent coverage required to provide general 
population immunity (herd immunity) while four districts (Chikwawa 66%, Nsanje 64%, Thyolo 83% and 
Zomba, 89%) achieved less than 95 per cent coverage. For these districts, it is most likely that the targets 
were over-estimated based on earlier figures without factoring in the population that have returned to their 
villages 
 
Nutrition 
Institutionalized active case finding for acute malnutrition, supported by UNICEF, continues to enable early 
identification and prompt treatment of acute malnutrition.  Between January and June 2019, a total of 
22,114 children (10,196 boys; 11,918 girls) with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were admitted and treated 
through the community-based management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) program against an annual 
target of 58,421. During this period, 22,194 children (representing 93 per cent cure rate) were successfully 
treated and recovering from SAM, while 548 children (2.3%) defaulted and 604 (2.5%) died. These program 
performance indicators were within the internationally agreed minimum SPHERE standards2. Furthermore, 
97,469 children aged 6 to 59 months were provided with Vitamin A supplementation out of a target of 
400,075.  
 
With UNICEF technical support, active case finding continued across the country to ensure early 
identification and referral for appropriate treatment of children under five years with acute malnutrition. 
The existing platforms and systems like child health days (CHDs), Integrated community case management 
(ICCM), care groups etc. are used.  Between January and June 2019 1, 331, 351 (612, 421 boys, 718, 930 girls) 
have been screen for acute malnutrition. 
 
Additionally, the integration of therapeutic nutrition supplies within the national supply chain management 
system has increased ownership by the Government, resulting in improved accountability and management 
of health facility stocks by the Pharmacy Department. Nutrition supplies are frequently monitored and 
replenished through the integrated system.  
 
In addition, UNICEF has supported a SMART survey from June to early July 2019 to provide up to date 
information on the prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) which will inform decision making as far 
as SAM treatment is concerned. 
 
Furthermore, 153,221 children aged 6 to 59 months were provided with Vitamin A supplementation out of 
400,075 (38 per cent of the annual target). 
 
Child protection 

                                                        
1 The target was revised from the 109,000 indicated in the May 2019 Sitrep, having verified the number of people that were in camps as at the 
time of the immunisation campaign. 
2 SPHERE standards: recovery rates greater than 75%, defaulter rate less than 15% and death rate below 10%. 
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Given that displaced people have now returned to their communities from the evacuation sites, UNICEF and 
partners are working in communities in disaster-affected districts to ensure continuity of child protection 
services. In June, more than 13,000 children had access to psychosocial support, play, learning and 
socialization through Children’s Corners established in the six most flood-affected districts. UNICEF’s partner, 
Save the Children, trained 109 caregivers from 30 centres in three districts on facilitation of Children’s 
Corners; cumulatively, reaching 303 caregivers during the period of the emergency response.  
 
UNICEF’s child protection partner, Youth Net and Counselling (YONECO), continued receiving reports 
through Community-Based Complaint Mechanisms, including the Child Helpline and GBV Helpline. In the 
month of June 55 cases were reported through YONECO’s helplines, bringing the total number of reports 
since the start of the response to 345. Cases have been referred to the social welfare and justice stakeholders 
for further action as needed.  
 
As the Child Protection Sub-Cluster co-lead and active member of the Protection Cluster, UNICEF has 
supported THE development of a Community-Based Complaint Mechanisms(CBCMs) booklet and referral 
pathways to be used for referral of cases of violence against women and children, including PSEA. The CBCM 
booklet was endorsed by the Protection Cluster as one way of establishing an inter-agency reporting and 
referral mechanism.  
 
Cash Based Assistance 
In 2019, UNICEF has reached 29,277 beneficiaries with cash-based interventions in selected food insecure 
and floods affected districts. In flood affected Balaka and Ntcheu Districts, UNICEF provided lean season 
support through cash top ups to beneficiaries of the Social Cash Transfer Programme (SCTP). UNICEF 
provided technical support to the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Welfare, which is the implementing 
government ministry. In total the top ups were provided to 21,664 households in the two districts. UNICEF 
also partnered with CARE to provide monitoring support during this intervention. Data collected and 
analysed added to the generation of evidence regarding targeting for humanitarian programming and shock 
responsive social protection. 
 
In flood affected Zomba and Chikwawa districts, with funding from DFID, once off multipurpose cash transfer 
was provided to beneficiary households as part of the early recovery activities. The top-up amount aimed at 
supporting households with food consumption needs, a basic shelter kit, livestock purchase as part of 
livelihood building and other basic households non-food items (NFIs). A total of 7,613 households have 
received the cash top-ups in Zomba (3,012) and Chikwawa (4,601) districts between 12-26 June 2019. 
UNICEF partner, CARE International, is supporting with monitoring and evaluation and has completed 
baseline data collection. CARE also supported with onsite monitoring during the cash distributions in the 
districts. During the cash distributions, UNICEF provided coordination, leadership and technical guidance to 
both CARE and the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Welfare. UNICEF convened and led preparatory 
meetings with WFP, CARE, Ministry of gender Child Development and Social Welfare (MoGCDSW) and the 
Financial Service Provider, which enabled smooth operations.  
 
Communications for Development (C4D)  
Since the beginning of the floods, 150,000 people have been reached with key messages through the 
different methods – radio, drama, health talks, road shows, and community dialogues. UNICEF promoted 
protective practices in IDP camps by engaging IDPs with integrated messages around child protection, 
education, health, nutrition and WASH through health talks, drama performances and interpersonal 
communication sessions being undertaken by 52 teachers in six prioritised flood-affected districts. 
Additionally, UNICEF partner, Centre for Development Communications, established radio listening groups 
in 36 displacement sites. In addition, community radios broadcasted key messages, reaching over 100, 000 
people every day.  
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Furthermore, UNICEF is engaging IDPs that have returned home with appropriate integrated messages 
around child protection, education, health, nutrition and WASH through various channels. Also, the Story 
Workshop continue to conduct theatre for development sessions among returning IDPs and dialogues 
among community leaders to encourage lifesaving behaviours. 
 
Media and external communication  
UNICEF engaged local media on the impact of UNICEF’s response, including support from partners. UNICEF 
continues to use social media to communicate key interventions on the flood response. All materials, 
including press releases, photos, videos and human-interest stories, can be found here: 
Website: www.unicef.org/malawiBlog: unicefmalawi.blog 
Twitter: @MalawiUNICEF; Dropbox: bit.ly/2NWs85K 
 
Funding  
Against the 2019 Malawi HAC funding appeal of US$ 15.29 million, UNICEF has received US$ 10.25 million 
leaving a 37 per cent funding gap. Without adequate funding, UNICEF will be unable to meet the residual 
needs of the flood affected population; maintaining the gains made during the emergency response phase, 
as well as ensuring that there is no further deterioration during the recovery phase.  There is still an urgent 
need to support the returned population with social services. Additionally, the affected population still need 
support to recover and build back their livelihoods in a better and smarter way, which will enable them to 
better withstand future shocks.  
 

 Funding Requirements (as defined in 2019 Humanitarian Appeal) 

Appeal Sector 

  
Funds received 
against the appeal  

Funding gap 
Requirements 

    $ % 

WASH $2,800,000  $3,051,905  0 0% 

Education $2,050,000  $735,278  $1,314,722  64% 

Health  $2,563,130  $1,625,276  $937,854  37% 

Nutrition $4,450,000  $3,723,531  $726,469  16% 

Child protection $600,000  $959,681  $0  0% 

HIV/AIDS $150,000  $5,885  $144,115  96% 

Cash Based Support $1,500,000  $100,850  $1,399,150  93% 

Communication for Development $500,000  $50,000  $450,000  90% 

Program support and 
coordination $684,000  0 $684,000  100% 

Total $15,297,130  $10,252,406  $5,656,310  37% 

 
Next Situation Report: 12 August 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Johannes Wedenig 
Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 999 964 130 
Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 
Email: jwedenig@unicef.org  
 

Tedla Damte 
Deputy Representative, Malawi 
Telephone: 265 999 964 211 
E-mail: tdamte@unicef.org 
 



MALAWI FLOODS SITUATION REPORT   March to June 2019 

8 
 

Annex A  
 
PROGRAMME RESULTS  

 UNICEF CLUSTER 
 

UNICEF 
2019 
Target  

UNICEF 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

CLUSTER 
2019 
Target  

CLUSTER 
Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 
report 
▲▼ 

 

NUTRITION       
Children under five years old with severe acute 
malnutrition admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programme 

58,421 22,114 ▲6,533 58,421 22,114 ▲6,533 

Children aged 6 to 59 months provided with 
Vitamin A supplementation 

400,075  ▲97,469 
 

No change 400,075  59,949  ▲37520 

HEALTH 
Children and women in humanitarian 
situations provided with access to health care 
services 

424,071 269,398 ▲19,703    

Children immunized for measles 379,195 145,917 ▲245    

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE i 
People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with safe water per agreed standards  

495,960 155,167 ▲9,302 695,000 156,782 ▲10,917 

People affected by drought, floods and cholera 
provided with sanitation services per agreed 
standards  

40,000  56,041 No change 45,000 56,041 No change 

CHILD PROTECTION 
Number of children with access to psycho-
social support (PSS), socialization, play and 
learning  

150,000 19,579 No change     

People reached by gender-based 
violence (GBV) prevention and response 
services 

7,000 967 No change    

EDUCATION 

Disaster affected school-aged children 
including adolescents with access to quality 
education services  

95,500 47,930 ▲18,262 135,000 62,681  ▲18,262 

Disaster affected adolescent children, in and 
out of school, with access to relevant 
alternative education services 

2,000 03 No change  8,000 0 No change  

CASH BASED ASSISTANCE  

Vulnerable households receiving cash 
emergency top ups 

14, 500 29,277 ▲7613    

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT          

Disaster affected people reached with key 
messages and call to action on life saving 
practices 

495,960 150,000 ▲28,000    

HIV & AIDS       

10,000 Women in disaster affected areas 
retained on HIV treatment for six months 10,000 647 No change    

 

                                                        
3 No alternative education centres were set up as earlier planned because the required education services could be provided to the affected children through 
the formal system by enhancing its capacity with the deployment of volunteer teachers and provision of material support. 


