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Highlights 
• UNICEF through the Clinton Health Access Initiative supported 

orientation of 321 health workers on contact tracing, sample 
collection and follow up of arrivals from other countries or 
passengers transferred to their districts from other districts as part 
of continued support to the Ministry of Health (MoH).   

• UNICEF has enabled 100 callers to access basic psychosocial 
support during the reporting period out of which 40 calls were 
directly related to COVID-19. 

• UNICEF supported breastfeeding awareness campaigns in the 
context of COVID-19 through mobile vans in Chikwawa district 
reaching a total of 4,211 care givers and 1,953 pregnant women. 
This brings the total number of people reached with key nutrition 
preventive messages on COVID-19 with UNICEF support to 
about 3 million people in18 of the 28 districts in the country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Situation in Numbers as 

of 18 August 2020 

 

5,193 confirmed cases 

2, 716 recoveries 

163 deaths 

40,106 tested samples 

2,314 active cases 

 

Source: 2020/08/18 Malawi COVID-19 

Situation report, Public Health 
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Situation Overview 
 
As of 18 August, there are 5,193 confirmed cases of COVID-19 
registered in all 28 districts of the country having increased from 
4,714 in the last report.  Infection remains high within communities 
with locally transmitted infections at 4,104, which is almost three 
times the number of imported cases at 1,089. A total of 2,716 cases 
have recovered and 163 have died. Majority of the deaths are 
occurring among people in the age group of 50 to 59 years.  

The country’s borders remain closed except four borders and 

Kamuzu International Airport to allow transit of essential goods and 

services. Active tracing and monitoring of contacts of confirmed 

COVID-19 are ongoing. So far, over 6,000 primary and secondary 

contacts of COVID-19 cases have been traced. 

 
Programme response by UNICEF and partners  
 
Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and 
Strategy 
 
Humanitarian Strategy 
 
UNICEF Malawi is working in the following areas of strategic priority against COVID-19:  
 

• Public health response to reduce coronavirus transmission and mortality  

• Continuity of health, education, nutrition and protection services 

• Assessing and responding to the immediate secondary impacts of COVID-19  

• Strengthening Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)  
 

UNICEF maintains critical preparedness and response operations, including operational humanitarian 

access corridors, and delivery of services in Health, Education, Child and Social Protection, WASH, 

Nutrition and Communication for Development (C4D) areas to prevent and control infections, ensure 

continuity of education, promote positive behaviours, preventing transmission and ensuring the 

protection of children rights, especially of the most vulnerable one. 

 
Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

 

• The Presidential Taskforce on COVID-19 held a meeting with faith group leaders who raised 
a concern with the public health (COVID-19) prevention, containment and management rules 
which were gazetted on 7 August 2020 and came into force on 8 August.  The rules among 
other measures restricted religious gatherings to only ten people. The Presidential Taskforce 
decided that the number of people to attend gatherings should remain at 100 while the 
Government is making further consultations on the matter. 

• The Presidential Taskforce endorsed the idea of opening the country’s airports on 1 
September 2020 after taking into consideration a recommendation that was made by the 
Ministry of Transport and Public Works.  

• Clusters continued to hold weekly meetings for better response coordination. Information 
relating to COVID-19 resource mobilization, allocation, programmatic implementation (RM and 
5Ws) is regularly being updated.  
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• UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Education, Nutrition, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) and Protection Cluster, while also playing a key role in the Health Cluster.  

• The National Disaster Preparedness and Relief Committee continues to meet weekly to review 
recommendations from the cluster system.  

• UNICEF participates in Humanitarian Country Team which meets on Fridays every week and 
the Inter-Cluster Coordination meetings which provides a platform for cross-sectoral 
coordination. 

• Consideration is being taken by the Government to set up the National COVID-19 secretariat 
to handle responsibilities of coordinating the COVID-19 response in view of the fact that during 
the rainy season which starts on 1 November, the Department of Disaster Management Affairs 
is usually preoccupied with responding to different weather-related disasters and will likely 
face challenges to effectively coordinate both the COVID-19 and the response to weather-
related disasters.  

 

Malawi COVID-19 Supply Chain system 
 

• UNICEF delivered to the Ministry of Health (MoH) 38,000 COVID-19 PCR (polymerase chain 
reaction test) diagnostic kits and 38,000 isolation kits valued at US$ 456,000 on 14 August 
2020. These supplies have arrived at a critical point when the country is experiencing a 
shortage of test kits. The kits were procured for MoH with funding from UK Aid. 

• The COVID-19 supply chain portal, which is coordinated at country level by UNICEF, 
continues to facilitate requests by national authorities and humanitarian partners for strategic 
and critical supplies. The World Health Organisation has, through the supply portal, submitted 
a request for test kits valued at US$ 241,000. 

• As part of UNICEFs work in providing procurement services to ensure continued access to 
essential infection prevention and control, WASH and medical supplies,  UNICEF has initiated 
the local procurement of supplies valued at about US$ 93,000 which include plastic buckets, 
sprayer disinfectants and soap bars.  This is in addition to supplies procured with funding from 
the Health sector joint fund and (HSJF) and GAVI which have already been received including 
latex gloves, protection coveralls, safety boxes, pharmaceuticals, non-sterile surgical gowns.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 

Public health response to reduce coronavirus transmission and mortality  

 
UNICEF has made further strides in the efforts to support the MoH with surveillance, epidemiologic 
investigation, rapid-response, and case investigation. With funding from UK Aid, UNICEF through 
Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) supported orientation of 321 health workers on contact tracing, 
sample collection and follow up of arrivals from other countries or passengers transferred to their 
districts from other districts. As of 17 August, about 2,300 were recorded as contacts to the index 
cases, passengers, or suspected potential cases. In addition, through CHAI about 13,000 people 
were screened in Chikwawa, Nsanje, Rumphi, Chitipa and Likoma as summarized below:  
 

Districts People Screened                     Male                 Female 

Chikwawa 373                                           213                    160                                     

Nsanje 106                                           67                      39 

Rumphi 11,951                                      6,013                5,938 

Chitipa 523                                           342                    181 

Likoma 46                                             25                       21 

 12,999                                      6,660                 6,339 
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Also, through CHAI, UNICEF continues to support the MoH Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) to 
conduct supportive supervision to district health offices and health facilities. In the previous week, 
supervisory visits were conducted in 12 district health offices and 33 health facilities where 

coordination meetings were held with district's Public Health Emergency Management Committees 
(PHEMCs) on how activation of district task forces to coordinate the response can be set up. Also, 
the MoH laboratory team was supported to conduct a mentorship exercise in 51 COVID-19 testing 
sites with the aim of strengthening testing skills and enhancing adherence to standard operating 
procedures and guidelines by the laboratory staff.  Discussions were also held on technical challenges 
to resolve the errors, reduce wastage of test kits and invalid/indeterminate results. Close to 300  
laboratory staff participated in the mentorship exercise.    
 
Surveillance at the points of entry continues to be critical activity for UNICEF. Through Malawi Red 

Cross Society, screening of travellers at Kamuzu International Airport, Karonga, Mwanza and 

Mangochi continues. In the past week, 7,155 travellers were screened bringing the cumulatively 

number screened since March 2020 to about 302,000. This intervention is being undertaken with 

funding from UK Aid and Irish government. 

 

UNICEF also distributed assorted WASH supplies including 800 female sanitary pads valued for the 

returnees’ response in Mwanza, Blantyre, Machinga and neighbouring districts through partnership 

with United Purpose. UNICEF also distributed various health supplies which included personal 

protective equipment (PPEs) such as gowns, boots, gloves and masks for infection, prevention and 

control.  

 

Work on ensuring availability of WASH supplies and services in health facilities, border posts, returnee 

screening centres and other facilities is continuing. Further progress has been made in the installation 

of emergency latrines with 10 additional latrines installed since the last report.  To date, a total of 100 

emergency latrines have been installed in Blantyre, Chikwawa, Karonga, Lilongwe, Machinga, 

Mangochi, Mchinji, Mwanza, Mzuzu, and Thyolo.   Each latrine has a functional handwashing station 

with soap and ensures privacy. Meanwhile, construction of more permanent toilets by private 

contractors is ongoing at Blantyre, Mwanza, Mchinji and Mzuzu ETUs for more sustainable use. 

 

Also, during the reporting period, UNICEF partner United Purpose together with Blantyre Regional 

Water Office provided safe water by trucking and bladders to Machinga Teacher Training College to 

serve 465 returnees from South Africa as backup water supply. In addition, water quality testing 

around hospitals and the emergency treatment units was conducted. Four water points in Nsanje 

were found to be contaminated which were flushed with chlorine to make them safe for drinking. Since 

the onset of the COVID-19 preparedness and response interventions, a total of 45 water sources with 

capacity to serve a population of 11,250 people have been tested. Out of these, seven test results 

that showed bacterial contamination (presence of faecal coliforms) were all treated (flush chlorinated) 

and are now providing safe drinking water. 

 

The number of people reached with WASH-related messages through different approaches now 

stands at close to 4.2 million. The approaches used include community radios, hand washing 

demonstrations at markets, communities and townships, mobile van messaging, IEC materials and 

newspapers. This intervention is being undertaken through United Purposes, UNICEF with funding 

from UK Aid. 
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Continuity of health, education, nutrition and protection services 

 

UNICEF continues to provide support to ensure continuity of health, WASH, education, nutrition and 

protection services during the COVID-19 pandemic. As part of efforts to ensure continued access to 

essential protection services, UNICEF is supporting strengthening of Community Victim Support Units 

(CVSUs) to better serve victims/survivors of violence. In Nkhata Bay, Mzimba, Ntchisi, and Machinga 

districts, construction committees have been established and local materials mobilized for 

construction at 12 CVSUs. The rehabilitation work will be overseen by these construction committees 

whose establishment and orientation were facilitated by UNICEF partner, Save the Children. Save 

the Children also contributed to convening district technical working group meetings to discuss how 

to address the reports of increased cases of child marriages and teenage pregnancy.  This work is 

being undertaken with financial support from the EU-funded Spotlight Initiative.  

 

Furthermore, UNICEF financial and technical support is enabling District Social Welfare Officers 

(DSWOs) to follow up and provide the necessary support to vulnerable people, including children at 

Child Care Institutions (CCIs), children living and/or working on the streets, children without parental 

or family care as well as people who tested positive for COVID-19 and their families, including 

returnees. In Blantyre, between 6 and 12 August, 22 children who are remaining at CCIs were followed 

up and 72 children associated with the streets were provided with necessary material or psychosocial 

support. The DSWO also provided Psychological First Aid (PFA) to 10 people who tested positive to 

COVID-19 and their families, including returnees. In Dedza, from May to 12 August, 26 children  

without parental or family care were provided with appropriate alternative care while 11 children were 

followed up after being reintegrated from CCI to assess the effectiveness and appropriateness of the 

placement, and 5 children who are remaining at CCIs were also followed up. Three boys associated 

with the streets were provided necessary material or psychosocial support. In addition, the DSWO 

conducted awareness campaigns with opinion leaders on violence against children during the COVID-

19 pandemic in August.  

 

Through partnership with the national Child Helpline and GBV Crisis Line, UNICEF continues to 

support strengthening of reporting and referral mechanisms for sexual exploitation and abuse, and 

negative coping mechanisms including child marriage which are increasing during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  Overall, this support has enabled 100 callers to access basic PSS during the reporting 

period. Out of these 100 callers, about 60 were related to GBV and child protection all of which were 

referred to the necessary services, including police, social welfare, judiciary, health, and other 

partners. The remaining 40 calls were directly related to COVID-19, seeking general information 

related to COVID-19 including on prevention of COVID-19, signs and symptoms of COVID-19, the 

number of confirmed cases of COVID-19, and school reopening, as well as reporting COVID-19 

suspected cases and deaths. Some of the calls were referred to the health and education authorities. 

 

Following a UNICEF supported training of trainers completed in July 2020, district level (PFA) training 

sessions have been held in 10 districts (Chitipa, Karonga, Mchinji, Lilongwe, Ntcheu, Dedza, Zomba, 

Blantyre, Mzuzu, and Mwanza). This is expected to further strengthen the ongoing provision of 

community-based Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS). During the reporting period 

about 710 children, parents and caregivers in Blantyre district were reached with community based 

MHPSS.  Cumulatively from July to date, about 1,000 people have been reached with community 

based MHPSS through DSWOs in 4 districts (Dowa, Mchinji, Zomba, and Mulanje. 
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Overall, since the beginning of the COVID-19 response, through both DSWOs and helplines more 

than 10,000 people including returnees have, with support from UNICEF, been provided with 

community based MHPSS, including PFA. This includes 197 returnees from South Africa that were 

provided with PFA by the DSWO at Domasi TTC reception centre from 31 July to 5 August.  

 

UNICEF’s partner YONECO continues to broadcast the radio drama to advocate on the importance 

of child protection, including the critical role of parents, and available services for victims of violence 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. The second episode of the series was aired on YONECO FM on 8 

August. YONECO FM is broadcasting nationally, focusing on women, children, and youth, with 

listenership of about 5 million people. 

 

UNICEF also continues supporting the Ministry of Education to strengthen the provision of distance 

learning through radio, online and self-learning materials as schools remain closed. Phase one of the 

radio programme ended on 31 July 2020 and discussions on the contexts and durations of upcoming 

programmes are ongoing.  With UNICEF’s technical support, an ad-hoc education cluster meeting 

was held on 12 August 2020 with the new Secretary for Education, where cluster members presented 

issues for the Ministry of Education to consider as Malawi prepares for reopening of schools.   

 

Moreover, UNICEF continued to support dissemination of nutrition related messages on the 

prevention of COVID-19 through jingles on community radios and mobile vans. In Mulanje, Mangochi 

and Neno districts over 1,600 pregnant women and about 11,560 caregivers of children aged 0-23 

months were reached with messages aiming to protect breastfeeding in the context of COVID. Also, 

in collaboration with World Relief, a total of 1,035 care group cluster leaders, 84 local leaders, 4,301 

caregivers of children 0-59 months and 2,994 households were reached with COVID-19 preventive 

measures in Lilongwe, Dowa, Nkhata bay and Karonga. UNICEF also supported the breast-feeding 

awareness campaigns in the context of COVID-19 through mobile vans in Chikwawa district reaching 

a total of 4,211 care givers and 1,953 pregnant women. This brings the total number of people reached 

with key nutrition preventive messages on COVID-19 with UNICEF support to 2,913,884 people 

(approximately 647,530 households) in the 18 UNICEF focus districts[1].  

 

Assessing and responding to the immediate secondary impacts of the COVID-19 

 

UNICEF, in collaboration with other UN agencies, has developed a joint UN approach to coherently 

support the government in its effort to expand social services to urban areas under the COVID-19 

Urban Cash Initiative (CUCI). CUCI aims at assisting poor areas of Malawi's major cities, 

characterized by high levels of poverty and informal economy with cash transfers mirroring minimum 

wages amounts. UNICEF has also mobilized internal resources to support beneficiary registration 

and monitoring for CUCI as well as for an intervention impact study. Furthermore, UNICEF has 

supported the Government with the development of a communication plan for its emergency social 

protection response to the socio-economic effects of COVID-19. 

 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 

 

UNICEF, through the Zodiak radio programme, focused on care for street children during COVID-19. 

They spoke to social workers from an organization that works with street children and their families. 

 
[1] Chitipa, Karonga, Mzimba N, Mzimba S, Nkhata-Bay, Nkhota-Kota, Kasungu, Dowa, Lilongwe, Salima, 
Mangochi, Chiradzulu, Neno, Phalombe, Mulanje, Thyolo, Chikwawa and Nsanje 
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The organization follows up with parents/families to reunite children with their families and during 

COVID-19. They stressed the importance of keeping children safe and protected at home. They also 

spoke to a businessperson about how difficult business is during COVID-19, and how he is supporting 

his children to learn from home. He explained how challenging this is for him as he is only educated 

up to primary school and wondered how smooth the transition will be for children when schools 

reopen.  

 

Young reporters, through the Malawi Institute of Journalism radio programme supported by UNICEF, 

explored how COVID-19 has disrupted cultural and religious events, procedures and practices. They 

spoke to parents on the impact of such disruptions including on children who benefit from these 

interactions to learn more about their culture. Parents feel it’s a blow to society to not be able to 

convene for weddings, funerals, religious and cultural events. 

 

COVID-19 stories produced by UNICEF in the reporting period have been published on local and 

international news sites: Kulinji published two UNICEF stories – one on how frontline health workers 

are faced with multiple challenges dealing with COVID-19 cases and the stigma attached to it, and a 

second profiling a pregnant mother's experience  recovering from COVID-19. A UNICEF story about 

Malawians returning home from South Africa during COVID-19  was published on EIN news. A story 

on UNICEF’s donation of smartphones to the Government of Malawi to support the COVID-19 

response was published on Nyasatimes.  

 

In the reporting period, four profiles of young people who have designed solutions to COVID-19 

related challenges were published on the UNICEF website. 

 

UNICEF continues to promote youth participation through U-Report, a mobile youth engagement 

platform designed to gather young people’s voices and address issues that they care about. 224,00h 

On social media, UNICEF continues to share messages on COVID-19 prevention and awareness. 

During the reporting week, our messages engaged more than 65,000 online audiences on all three 

platforms (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram). UNICEF regularly updates its dedicated COVID-19 page on 

its website with latest news and information on UNICEF and its partners' response to COVID-19 in 

Malawi.  

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 
UNICEF needs an estimated US$ 55,600,000 to respond 

effectively to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on women and 

children to complement the government efforts in Malawi. The 

proposed geographical coverage aims at targeting high risk as well 

as vulnerable districts from the North, Central and Southern parts 

of the country through a balanced approach seeking to leave no 

one behind. The proposed integrated programme approach will 

ensure comprehensive and holistic coverage of child needs, 

especially of the most vulnerable.  

 

To date, UNICEF has received US$ 20,976,214 contributions from 

public and private donors. However, a funding gap of 75 per cent remains. Specific funding 

requirements, resources available so far and the current funding gaps per sector are displayed in 

Annex B. 

https://kulinji.com/article/news/health/2020/tales-covid-19-frontline-worker
https://kulinji.com/index.php/article/news/health/2020/pregnant-and-recovering-covid-19
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/523579552/coronavirus-malawi-returning-back-home-during-a-global-pandemic
https://www.nyasatimes.com/unicef-donates-90-smart-phones-to-local-govt-ministry/
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/
file:///C:/Users/etsoka/Documents/Emergency/Response/COVID-19/COVID%20Sitreps/UNICEF%20Health%20emergencies%20sitrep/facebook.com/pg/UNICEFMw
https://twitter.com/MalawiUNICEF
http://www.instagram.com/unicefmalawi
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/
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Next SitRep: 26 August 2020 

 

UNICEF Malawi COVID-19 website page: https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease--
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Annex A: Summary of Programme Results 

Sector Target 
Total results as 

of 19 Aug 2020 

Health   

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 

workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

400 357 

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral 

and appropriate management of COVID-19 cases  

400 357 

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and 

communities provided with PPEs 

2,500 2,260 

Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare, 

including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, essential new-

born care, immunization, treatment of childhood illnesses and 

HIV care through UNICEF supported community health 

workers and health facilities. 

500,000 168,499 

 

WASH   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 

(including hygiene items) and services 

5000 4,517  

C4D   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services 

8,000,000 

 

8,000,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE 

actions 

300,000 644,025 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 

questions/clarifications for available support services to address 

their needs through established feedback mechanisms 

5,000 3,634  

Nutrition   

Number of caregivers of children aged 0-23 months reached 

with messages aiming to promote breastfeeding in the context 

of COVID through national communication campaigns   

500,000 313,284  

Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of 

severe acute malnutrition (SAM)" 

8,000 8,460  

Child Protection   

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided 

with community based mental health and psychosocial support 

21,000* 10,424 

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

alternative care arrangements 

350** 182 

Education   

https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
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Number of children supported with distance/home-based 

learning 

2,139,311 60,432 

Social Protection   

Number of households benefitting from new or additional social 

assistance measures provided by governments to respond to 

COVID-19 with UNICEF support 

457,000 0 

 

*Target increased from 1,500 to 21,000 

** Target has been revised from 30 to 350 

 

Annex B: Malawi COVID-19 funding status by sector as of 19 Aug 2020  

Malawi COVID-19 funding status by sector as of 5 August 2020 

Appeal Sector Funding 

Requirements 

Funds received 

against the 

appeal  

Funding gap 

$ % 

Health $30,600,000  $9,337,367  $21,262,633  69% 

WASH $8,600,000  $736,793  $7,863,207  91% 

C4D $1,000,000  $632,054  $367,946  37% 

Education  $3,200,000  $10,270,000  $0  0% 

Social Protection  $7,200,000    $7,200,000  100% 

Nutrition $4,000,000    $4,000,000  100% 

Child Protection $1,000,000    $1,000,000  100% 

TOTAL US$: $55,600,000  $20,976,214  $41,693,786  75% 

 

 

 

 

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Rudolf Schwenk  

Representative, Malawi 

Email: rschwenk@unicef.org  

 

Matteo Frontini 

Community Development and 

Resilience Chief of Section 

E-mail: mfrontini@unicef.org 

 

Margarita Tileva 

Deputy Representative, Malawi 

E-mail: mtileva@unicef.org 

 

mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org
mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org

