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Highlights 
• Malawi is registering a reduced number of confirmed COVID-19 

cases. Since the last report, Malawi registered 71 new cases 
showing a reduction of about 10 per cent compared to the 
previous week. This could be attributed suboptimal testing due 
to lack of test kits which has resulted decreased surveillance 
activities. The surveillance committee of the Health cluster is 
undertaking an analysis to get a full understanding of the factors 
behind the declining trend in new cases.  

• As part of the support towards safe school reopening, UNICEF 
has provided 890 buckets with taps, 8,645 buckets without taps 
and 2,000 bars of soap to the Ministry of Health. These have 
been delivered to over 500 primary schools that do not have 
water points within the school premises. These supplies are 
enough to serve over 350,000 learners. 

• Around 670 children living or working on the streets in Blantyre, Machinga, Dedza, and Zomba 
districts have been provided with psychosocial and necessary material support since the 
beginning of the response. Of the 670, about 150 children have been reached during the reporting 
period. 

• As contribution to addressing the current shortage of test kits in the country, UNICEF with funding 
from the World Bank has procured 1,000 test kits each with capacity to conduct 10 tests. The kits 
are expected to arrive in the country in October 2020.   

 

 

Situation in Numbers as 

of 15 September 2020 

 

5,701 confirmed cases 

3,762 recoveries 

178 deaths 

48,816 tested samples 

1,761 active cases 

 

Source: 2020/09/15 Malawi COVID-19 

Situation report, Public Health 
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A health worker holding a COVID-19 testing kit at the Mangochi Emergency Treatment Unit. ©UNICEFMalawi/2020 

Epidemic curve of COVID-19 in Malawi  
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Situation Overview 
 
Malawi is registering a reduced number of confirmed 

COVID-19 cases. Since the last report, Malawi registered 

71 new cases showing a reduction of about 10 per cent 

compared to the previous week. This could be attributed 

suboptimal testing due to lack of test kits which has 

resulted decreased surveillance activities. The 

surveillance committee of the Health cluster is undertaking 

an analysis to get a full understanding of the factors behind 

the declining trend in new cases.  

 

 Cumulatively, 5,701 confirmed cases have been recorded 
in all the 28 districts. The number of recoveries is at 3,762 
and 178 deaths have been reported. Two cities of Blantyre 
and Lilongwe are contributing to the highest number of 
fatalities at 42 per cent and 28 per cent respectively. 
Further analysis shows that 1,142 of the cases are 
imported infections and 4,559 are locally transmitted.  

The country continues receiving returning residents and 
deportees from other countries, mainly South Africa. In the 
past week over 800 returnees arrived through Mwanza 
border in southern region. The returnees were screened 
through a comprehensive triage upon entry and those with 
symptoms were tested for COVID-19 while those without 
symptoms proceeded to their destinations for self-
quarantine and follow up by respective district health 
authorities. 

The Kamuzu International Airport has been opened to the general public since September 1. All 
passengers are required to present a negative COVID-19 test result on departure and those arriving 
in Malawi are required to present a COVID-19 certificate for a negative result in the last 72 hours. 
Since the opening of the airport, no major incidence has been reported.    

Active tracing and monitoring of contacts of confirmed COVID-19 are ongoing. However, there is a 

reduction in surveillance activities as a result of limited testing because of shortage of test kits.  

Programme response by UNICEF and partners  
 
Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
 
Humanitarian Strategy 
 
UNICEF Malawi is working in the following areas of strategic priority against COVID-19:  
 

• Public health response to reduce coronavirus transmission and mortality  
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• Continuity of health, education, nutrition and protection services 

• Assessing and responding to the immediate secondary impacts of COVID-19  

• Strengthening Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)  
 

UNICEF maintains critical preparedness and response operations, including operational humanitarian 

access corridors, and delivery of services in Health, Education, Child and Social Protection, WASH, 

Nutrition and Communication for Development (C4D). This is being done to prevent and control 

infections, ensure continuity of education, promote positive behaviours, preventing transmission and 

ensuring the protection of children rights, especially of the most vulnerable one. 

 
Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

 

• The National Disaster Preparedness and Relief Committee continues to meet weekly to review 

COVID-19 related recommendations from the cluster system.  

• Clusters continue to hold weekly meetings for better response coordination. Information 
relating to COVID-19 resource mobilization, allocation, programmatic implementation is 
regularly being updated.  

• UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Education, Nutrition, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) and Protection Clusters, while also playing a key role in the Health Cluster.  

• UNICEF participates in Humanitarian Country Team which meets on Fridays every week and 
the Inter-Cluster Coordination meetings which provide a platform for cross-sectoral 
coordination. 

 

Malawi COVID-19 Supply Chain system 
 

• UNICEF has distributed assorted WASH supplies valued at US$ 63,480 to various schools 

and health facilities. The supplies include 7,000 tablets of soap and 13,538 plastic buckets.  

• UNICEF with funding from the World Bank has procured 1,000 test kits each with capacity to 

conduct 10 tests. The kits are expected to arrive in the country in October 2020.   

• UNICEF has facilitated clearance of COVID-19 supplies valued at US$ 184,660. The supplies 

which are consigned to the Ministry of Health are currently stored at the UNICEF warehouse 

pending consolidation and distribution. They include test kits, 12 flow splitters for oxygen 

concentrators, 1,000 coverall protection and 10,000 surgical masks. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 

Public health response to reduce coronavirus transmission and mortality  

 
UNICEF continues to support the training of health workers for detection and management of COVID 

19 cases. With funding from the Irish Embassy, UNICEF through Malawi Red Cross supported training 

of 20 point of entry (POE) staff at Songwe border in Karonga last week. The training was on screening 

newly approved case investigation and infection prevention and control form to reduce health workers 

related infections.  In addition, 71 health workers were trained on clinical case management focusing 

on equipping lower level health facilities by providing the health workers with new information on 

detection, management and referral of COVID-19 suspected cases. Since the beginning of the 

outbreak, UNICEF has trained over 350 health workers on various aspects related to the management 

of COVID-19 cases. 
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Furthermore, UNICEF is contributing to the infection prevention and control (IPC) efforts by supporting 

monitoring of IPC enhancements in health facilities. Financial support which UNICEF provided to the 

Ministry of Health has made it possible for the case management, surveillance and coordination 

subcommittee of the health cluster to conduct integrated monitoring and supervision at Karonga and 

Mzuzu hospitals. The team held meetings with hospital and district official management on the 

operations of Emergency Treatment Units (ETUs).  

 

As part of ongoing efforts to reinforce detection of COVID-19 cases, UNICEF through Malawi Red 

Cross Society with funding from Foreign Commonwealth Development Office (FCDO) provided 

financial resources for allowances of additional health workers (laboratory staff and clinicians) at 

Mwanza district health office to triage 817 Malawian returnees from South Africa. The additional health 

workers were needed to properly implement the revised guidelines which require that all returnees be 

screened using a detailed case investigation form to identify symptoms from travellers for them to be 

tested. This is a departure from the old screening guidelines where all travellers were screened for 

temperature and tested for COVID -19.    

 

WASH-related messages continue to be disseminated through different approaches including 

community radios, hand washing demonstrations at markets, communities and townships, mobile van 

messaging, information education and communication materials and newspapers. During the 

reporting period, UNICEF through United Purpose reached out to 23,300 people with mobile van 

promotions and another about 1,140 people through demonstrations on proper handwashing. 

Through all the different approaches being used to disseminate WASH related messages, about 4.2 

million people have been cumulatively reached. 

 

Furthermore, UNICEF is ensuring availability of safe water which is critical for infection prevention 

and control. UNICEF through Water Services Association of Malawi (WASAMA) is continuing with 

water quality audits of the five water boards, to ensure they supply good quality water and reduce 

COVID-19 risk as part of water safety planning. Sample collection was completed, and analysis is 

now underway. 

 

Strengthening Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)  

 

UNICEF continued to support implementation of risk communication and community engagement 

interventions using various delivery platforms. The number of people reached with COVID-19 

messages through door to door, mobile van and community drama sessions and social media is now 

at 930,551 people. A total of 589 people with disabilities have also been reached with the messages 

during the reporting period.  This far, a total for 5,785 radio and TV spots have been broadcast through 

the partnership with Malawi Institute of Journalism. Using radio monitors in the 12 target groups, close 

to 3,170 radio listeners have been interviewed to understand their knowledge on COVID-19 as heard 

from the radio. Out the 3,170, about 2,900 listeners were able to recall the messages representing 

92%. 

 

Continuity of health, education, nutrition and protection services 

 

UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Health to sustain delivery of essential health services 

including immunization, maternal & new-born health and HIV. UNICEF is providing technical support 

towards countrywide Expanded Immunisation Programme (EPI) supportive supervision funded by 

GAVI as part of ongoing efforts to monitor and minimize disruption of EPI service delivery.  
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Support on safe reopening of schools is ongoing. UNICEF has provided essential supplies such as 

hand washing buckets (9,890 buckets with taps and 8,645 buckets without taps) and 2,000 bars of 

soap to the Ministry of Health which have been delivered to over 500 Primary schools that don’t have 

water.  These supplies are enough to serve over 350,000 learners. This has enabled the schools to 

reopen as they have met the basic requirement for school reopening in the face of COVID-19.  

 

Work is ongoing to support strengthening of reporting and referral mechanisms for child protection as 

well as violence cases, including sexual exploitation and abuse and negative coping mechanisms 

such as child marriage which are increasing during the COVID-19 pandemic. Psychological first aid 

(PFA) was provided to a total of 76 callers to the national child helpline and gender-based violence 

(GBV) crisis line which brings the total number of callers so far provided with PFA to more than 3,800. 

Cases reported through the call included gender-based violence and child protection including 

“defilement”/ statutory rape cases, child marriage with some cases associated with teenage 

pregnancy, emotional abuse cases, physical abuse, abduction cases, and case of sexual 

abuse/economic violence. The cases were referred to the relevant service providers, including police, 

social welfare, judiciary, health, and other partners. Of the 76 cases, 33 were directly related to 

COVID-19, mainly seeking information on school reopening (19), on COVID-19 confirmed cases (9), 

and on prevention measures (2). Awareness raising through SMS has been continued, and 10,000 

people have received message, encouraging communities to report Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 

cases through helplines.  

 

To date, over 11,300 people in 6 districts (Blantyre, Machinga, Dowa, Mchinji, Zomba, Mulanje) have 

been reached with community-based Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) by District 

Social Welfare Offices. During the period of 1-9 September, Blantyre District Social Welfare Officers 

(DSWO) provided over 1,700 people with PSS, including around 1,500 children, and Zomba DSWO 

provided over 60 people with PSS. District level training on PFA for frontline workers supported by 

UNICEF as well as the collaboration with Community-based organizations at the district level enabled 

DSWOs to reach this many people.   

 

Additionally, UNICEF is providing financial and technical support to facilitate the follow up and 

provision of the necessary assistance to vulnerable people, including children living or working on the 

streets, children without parental or family care by DSWOs. To date, over 500 children without 

parental or family care, including children in the Child Care Institutions (CCIs) and children 

reintegrated from CCIs to their families, have been provided with appropriate alternative care 

arrangements and support, including 24 children supported during the reporting period, in Blantyre, 

Machinga, Dedza, Mchinji, Mulanje, and Zomba districts. Similarly, around 670 children living or 

working on the streets children in Blantyre, Machinga, Dedza, and Zomba districts have been provided 

with Psychosocial Support (PSS) and necessary material support since the beginning of the response, 

including 148 children supported during the reporting period. 

 

As co-lead of the Protection Cluster, UNICEF facilitated the development of a protection check list for 

schools in preparation for the re-opening to assess the readiness of the schools to provide a safe 

environment and to respond learner’s protection needs, including the provision of PSS and access to 

safe reporting mechanism of violence. The checklist was shared with Education cluster partners for 

their implementation.  
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Human Interest Stories and External Media 

 

As part of the ongoing ‘wear a mask campaign’, UNICEF, in collaboration with the Government and 

UN in Malawi, produced a video featuring political leaders (Cabinet Ministers) to encourage the 

general public to wear masks and follow COVID-19 preventive measures. This video will be shared 

through various channels for amplification of messages. The video is funded by UKAid:  

https://youtu.be/NsAA1GMG8gw. Similarly, UNICEF also launched a special video featuring young 

children who tell us why and how to wear a mask to protect ourselves and others from COVID-19.  

 

UNICEF also published new stories:   

1. COVID-19 myths lead to default in essential health services: A story about how a young 

mother defied ‘myths’ related to COVID-19 and sought health services for her child.   

2. Reviving hopes dashed by COVID-19 school closures: Struggles of young learners when the 

schools were closed, and how they are preparing to go back to their classrooms.  

3. Responding to COVID-19 at the Mangochi Emergency Treatment Unit: Health workers’ stories 

of survival and challenges as they respond to COVID-19 in the UNICEF-supported ETU. 

 

 

In promoting youth participation and engagement, UNICEF continues to utilise U-Report, a mobile 

youth engagement platform designed to gather young people’s voices and address issues that they 

care about. Over 225,000 U-Reporters in Malawi continue to be reached with messages on COVID-

19 through SMS, polling, open end questions, quiz, information bots, social media, etc. UNICEF also 

continues to collect personal experiences from U-Reporters on how their communities have been 

fighting COVID 19. The stories are published on U-Report Malawi and UNICEF websites and social 

media sites. 

  

On social media, UNICEF continues to share messages on COVID-19 prevention and awareness. 

During the reporting week, our messages engaged about 54,000 online audiences on all three 

platforms (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram). UNICEF regularly updates its dedicated COVID-19 

page on its website with latest news and information on UNICEF and its partners' response to COVID-

19 in Malawi.  

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

 
UNICEF needs an estimated US$ 55,600,000 to respond effectively to 

the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on women and children to 

complement the government efforts in Malawi. The proposed 

geographical coverage aims at targeting high risk as well as vulnerable 

districts from the North, Central and Southern parts of the country 

through a balanced approach seeking to leave no one behind. The 

proposed integrated programme approach will ensure comprehensive 

and holistic coverage of child needs, especially of the most vulnerable.  

 

To date, UNICEF has received US$ 20,976,214 contributions from public and private donors. 

However, a funding gap of 75 per cent remains. Specific funding requirements, resources available 

so far and the current funding gaps per sector are displayed in Annex B. 

 

https://youtu.be/NsAA1GMG8gw
https://youtu.be/NsAA1GMG8gw
https://youtu.be/lTy8-_pZzIo
file:///C:/Users/etsoka/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/P0Y32P9F/1.%09www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/covid-19-myths-lead-default-essential-health-services
file:///C:/Users/etsoka/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/P0Y32P9F/1.%09www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/reviving-hopes-dashed-covid-19-school-closures
file:///C:/Users/etsoka/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/P0Y32P9F/1.%09www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/responding-covid-19-mangochi-emergency-treatment-unit
https://ureport.mw/stories/
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/stories
http://www.facebook.com/unicefmw
https://twitter.com/MalawiUNICEF
http://www.instagram.com/unicefmalawi
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/
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Next SitRep: 23 September 2020 

 

UNICEF Malawi COVID-19 website page: https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease--
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Annex A: Summary of Programme Results 

Sector Target 

Total results as 

of 16 September 

2020 

Health   

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 

workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

400 357 

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral 

and appropriate management of COVID-19 cases  

400 357 

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and 

communities provided with PPEs 

2,500 2,260 

Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare, 

including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, essential new-

born care, immunization, treatment of childhood illnesses and 

HIV care through UNICEF supported community health 

workers and health facilities. 

500,000 168,499 

 

WASH   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 

(including hygiene items) and services 

5000 4,517  

C4D   

Number of people reached with COVID-19 messages on 

prevention and access to services 

8,000,000 

 

8,000,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE 

actions 

300,000 872,185 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 

questions/clarifications for available support services to address 

their needs through established feedback mechanisms 

5,000 3,634  

Nutrition   

Number of caregivers to children aged 0-23 months reached 

with messages aiming to promote breastfeeding in the context 

of COVID-19 through national communication campaigns   

500,000 313,284  

Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of 

severe acute malnutrition (SAM)" 

8,000 8,460  

Child Protection   

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided 

with community based mental health and psychosocial support 

21,000* 15,200 

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

alternative care arrangements 

350** 510 

Education   

Number of children supported with distance/home-based 

learning 

2,139,311 66,993 

https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
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Social Protection   

Number of households benefitting from new or additional social 

assistance measures provided by governments to respond to 

COVID-19 with UNICEF support 

457,000 0 

 

*Target increased from 1,500 to 21,000 

** Target has been revised from 30 to 350 

 

Annex B: Malawi COVID-19 funding status by sector as of 16 Sept. 2020  
Appeal Sector Funding 

Requirements 

Funds received 

against the 

appeal  

Funding gap 

$ % 

Health $30,600,000  $9,337,367  $21,262,633  69% 

WASH $8,600,000  $736,793  $7,863,207  91% 

C4D $1,000,000  $632,054  $367,946  37% 

Education  $3,200,000  $ 6,484,529*  $0  0% 

Social Protection  $7,200,000  $0  $7,200,000  100% 

Nutrition $4,000,000  $0  $4,000,000  100% 

Child Protection $1,000,000  $0  $1,000,000  100% 

TOTAL US$: $55,600,000  $ 17,190,743   $41,693,786  75% 

 

*  The actual amount received from by the education sector is $10,270,000. Of the total amount, 6,484,529 is what is earmarked for use in 
2020 while the rest will be utilised in 2021; hence the revision to reflect only the funding available in 2020  

 

 

 

 

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Rudolf Schwenk  

Representative, Malawi 

Email: rschwenk@unicef.org  

 

Matteo Frontini 

Community Development and 

Resilience Chief of Section 

E-mail: mfrontini@unicef.org 

 

Margarita Tileva 

Deputy Representative, Malawi 

E-mail: mtileva@unicef.org 

 

mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org
mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org

