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• On 30 September children 
in Libya returned to school 
to commence a new year of 
learning and growing. 

• On 09 October UNICEF and 
partners facilitated half day 
orientation workshop for 
40 local CSO members on 
child protection issues and 
principles. 

• The online data base for 
the UNICEF-supported na-
tion-wide school assess-
ment is finally online! The 
Ministry of Education will 
determine how to make the 
information accessible and 
to whom. The findings of 
the assessment will be 
published shortly. 

• UNICEF and partners 
trained 121 local teachers 
and NGO members on how 
to conduct MRE sessions. 

Reflections by the UNICEF Country Director  

On 30 September 2012 children 

across Libya returned to school for a 

new academic year. This is the se-

cond year after the 2011 uprising 

began, and it is a great pleasure to 

witness so many young girls and 

boys return to learning activities, 

especially after the hard times during 

2011 where many children missed 

out on their education.  

The Ministry of Education has 

achieved great things already by 

printing new text books and ensuring 

that displaced children can study too. 

According to preliminary findings 

from the Ministry of Education and 

UNICEF nation-wide school assess-

ment that was conducted earlier this 

year, however, many challenges 

remain. For example around 40 % of 

schools were damaged to some ex-

tent during the 2011 revolution, and 

these are in urgent need of repairs. 

UNICEF has already supported mi-

nor repairs of 105 schools in eastern 

Libya in 2011-2012 to remedy this. 

Road traffic injuries is the most com-

mon cause of death among 5 to 14 

year old children in Libya today, 

which is more than 3 times higher 

than the average in the MENA re-

gion. The assessment also shows 

that many schools are located near a 

highway or busy street, but 35 % of 

schools do not have a safe crossing 

point for students. This puts chil-

dren’s lives at serious risk and a 

guards system to ensure safe pas-

sage could reduce these risks.  

Also, 327 schools in Libya have no 

access to electricity, meaning that 

around 114,450 students do not 

have a warm classroom during the 

cold winter months.  

UNICEF will continue to support the 

Education authorities to improve the 

education system, including quality, 

access, and inclusiveness. 

Carel de RooyCarel de RooyCarel de RooyCarel de Rooy 
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Stories from the Field: A 

UN field mission to the South   

By: Carel de Rooy, UNICEF Libya 

Country Director  

In the week of 19 - 24 November 2012 

I joined a team of Heads of UN Agen-

cies and the Deputy Special Repre-

sentative of the UN in Libya, Mr Georg 

Charpentier, on a visit to the south of 

Libya.  

During the mission we met with repre-

sentatives of local councils, military 

commanders, civil society groups, and 

others to get their view of the current 

situation.  

One clear message I took away from 

the trip is the need for specific strategic 

development interventions for several 

Local Councils in the South of Libya 

which has been marginalized and un-

der-developed for many years although 

a significant proportion of Libya’s oil 

wealth originates from the region.  

The difficulty to secure border areas 

was another recurring theme. Including 

the need to effectively address the 

steady flow of migrants from sub-

Saharan Africa. Many of the migrants, 

most of which seem to be economic 

migrants, crossing into Libya end up 

living in dire conditions and get fre-

quently detained.  The issue of political 

refugees originating from very few spe-

cific countries also requires a differenti-

ated attention. 

Border security and migration are also 

intrinsically linked to citizenship issues. 

Libya’s south has always served as a 

transit point for migrants and nomads. 

The Qaddafi regime engaged  or par-

tially, even intermittingly, engaged mi-

nority groups resulting in a chaotic 

spectrum of non or incomplete citizen-

ships. There are consequently still 

many families in southern Libya - men, 

women and children - who do not have 

a Libyan citizenship or proper docu-

mentation, being therefore deprived of 

basic social services such as health 

care, education and social protection 

grants. A more inclusive policy to en-

sure the fulfillment of basic rights could 

be considered by the new government 

as it would additionally contribute to 

ongoing reconciliation efforts and politi-

cal stability in the south at only a mar-

ginal additional cost to the state.  

“Life has been suspended in south 

Libya since the 1980s” noted the 

Chairperson of the Oubari Local Coun-

cil.  People have received their salaries 

and other recurrent expenditures have 

been covered but almost no capital 

investments have taken place. This 

has also had a detrimental impact on 

young people, who remain largely un-

employed. They need effective an con-

certed attention as a group through 

improved education offers, loans, and 

more recreation and sports centres 

stressed the people we met. In sum-

mary we were told quite explicitly that 

the South suffers from a major deficit in 

human development. 

The UN is exploring with the central 

government in Tripoli to start working 

more directly with the most deprived 

Local Councils to assist these in identi-

fying priorities for quick action and 

achieve tangible results. The UN is 

also pointing out to the central govern-

ment to increase and prioritize invest-

ments in the most deprived areas of 

the South. An increase by say, 20% of 

the per-capita budget allocation to 

southern  local administrations would 

assist in addressing the needs of over-

crowded  health centres and schools, 

until such time that the earlier men-

tioned documentation and citizenship 

issues are addressed. � 

“Lib-Info” use will lead to enhanced data management  

In November 2012 UNICEF, Ministry of Planning (MoP) and the National Economic Devel-
opment Board (NEDB) launched a new round of trainings on “Lib-Info” for key Government 
officials from more than 15 Ministries. The session introduced the Directors responsible for 
data management in the line Ministries to the value of the “Dev-Info” (increasingly known in 
Libya as “Lib-Info”), which is  a UN-wide adopted database system initially developed by 
UNICEF as “Child-Info” in 1995. It enables the storage, management, easy sharing and 
presentation of data across Governmental departments, and is currently used in the man-
agement of data in more than 130 countries.  

UNICEF welcomes the high level of commitment of the Ministry of Planning with effective 
support of the NEDB to encourage, build capacities and facilitate the use of “Lib-Info” 
among Government employees, researchers and other stakeholders.  

“Reliable data analyzed and presented in an evidence-based way is an extremely powerful 
tool upon which to base policies and social investment decisions” said Katrin Imhof UNICEF 
Libya Deputy Representative at the opening of the introduction session. “Libya faces many 
challenges in this area, as available data is scattered within and across ministries, depart-
ments and institutions. Professionals with the awareness and capacity to manage, share, 
analyze, and present data are key players for holistic planning in the social sector and for 
the fulfillment of the rights of all children in Libya” she added.  

During the days 23-27 December 2012 line ministries were welcomed for a more in-depth 
training session on “Lib-Info”. It is hoped that these efforts will increase the ability to use the  
tool in everyday work and thereby improve the ability of ministries to base their policies on 
reliable and well presented evidence.� 
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Above: Hani Tarhouni (NEDB), Katrin Im-

hof (UNICEF DepRep), and Youssif Fan-

oush (MoP) at introduction session in No-

vember.  
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Weapons Continue to Put Children at Risk in Libya 

The widespread presence of weapons across communities and homes 
continues to be pervasive across the country as the security situation 
has not yet stabilized. This poses a serious risk to the lives and well-
being of children, and careful handling of weapons is paramount. 

UNICEF and its partner Handicap International are working with commu-
nity members, religious leaders, parents and teachers to raise aware-
ness around how best to protect children from risks related to weapons. 
A community safety plan has been developed in the Tripoli neighbour-
hoods of Souq Al-Juma and Abu Slim in cooperation with key community 
members, as these two areas were identified as high-risk during a previ-
ously conducted risk assessment.  

On 25 October a meeting was conducted with 25 Imams from across 
Tripoli to discuss their involvement in spreading safety messages to their 
communities. The feedback from the Imams was positive, and it is hoped 
that the weapons risk messages will be included in their religious and 
community services to make their environment safer.  

Direct sessions targeting teachers, parents and children in Tripoli on 
weapons risk education were also conducted as part of the campaign 
’Impact of weapons at home on children and youth’.  

Safety messages are also regularly disseminated via radio and TV, 
reaching an estimated 600,000 people (Tripoli.fm and Al-Asima TV).� 

©
 H

a
n

d
ic

a
p

 I
n
te

rn
a
ti
o

n
a
l 
L
ib

y
a
 2

0
1

2
 

Imams meet with the Handicap International team to dis-

cuss how to advocate for safer handling of weapons in com-

munities  

Building Teacher Capacity on Mine and Weapons Risk Teaching  

UNICEF continues to support the Min-

istry of Education in mainstreaming 

Mine and Weapons risk education in 

Libyan schools through a capacity 

building programme for 250 teachers 

across Libya who will be master train-

ers that can in turn train other peers. 

The project is implemented with Hand-

icap International (HI).   

In the past months we have conducted 

various monitoring visits to see how 

successful the first round of master 

trainees has been in training other 

fellow teachers. In the reporting period 

36 master trainers successfully trained 

a total of 121 new teachers in the cit-

ies of Zawiya, Sabratha, Tripoli, Sabha 

and Al-Shati.  

The training of master trainers across 

the country is part of a larger effort  by 

the Ministry of Education to main-

stream mine and weapons risk educa-

tion in the Libyan school curriculum. 

UNICEF and Mine Action partners are 

therefore also supporting the MoE in 

developing a teacher training kit to be 

used in the classroom. The kit, once 

finalized, will become an important 

resource for teachers to develop spe-

cific MRE-lessons in their classes 

and provide teachers with the 

needed resources and tech-

niques to inform children about 

the risks related to mines, unex-

ploded ordnance, and explosive 

remnants of war. The kit is cur-

rently being finalized in coordi-

nation with other Mine Action 

partners through a consultative 

process.  

‘It is critical that more teachers 

get trained so that we can 

spread the safety messages to 

as many children as possible’ 

said Ms Najia Subhi, the MRE 

focal point in the Ministry of Edu-

cation when speaking to 

UNICEF. ‘The ongoing support 

from UNICEF and its partners is 

critical in this regard’ Ms Subhi 

added.  

UNICEF will con�nue its efforts to 

support the MoE in mainstreaming 

MRE sessions for children, par-

ents, teachers and communities 

in 2013. � 

 

UNICEF partner Handicap International conducting a 

training for teachers in South Libya on MRE/ERWs. 

© UNICEF LIBYA/2012/Diffidenti 
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Various local civil society organiza-
tions have approached UNICEF re-
questing support on child protection 
issues. The need for increased 
knowledge about this issue is high 
among organizations that work specif-
ically with and for children. In re-
sponse to this need, UNICEF and 
other organizations including UNHCR, 
UNSMIL, WHO, UNFPA and Save the 
Children held a half-day workshop 
orientation on 09 October 2012 for 
around 40 local organizations.  

The orientation session gave partici-
pants an introduction to international 
human rights instruments related to 
children, issues around gender-based 
violence, child protection in emergen-
cies, violence against children and 
mental health and psycho-social sup-
port mechanisms and systems. The 
sessions focussed particularly on the 
role of civil society in identifying child 
protection concerns.  

The participants came up with a 
range of recommendations and 
needs, including:  

♦ Civil society needs to be included 
in policy development 

♦ A mechanism for dialogue be-
tween civil society and govern-
ment should be developed 

♦ There is a need to advocate for a 
culture of good governance, trans-
parency, and oversight on budget 
allocations with government 

♦ Stronger focus on advocacy for 
protection of minority rights and 
vulnerable groups 

♦ Need to build local CSO capacity 
on international human rights in-
struments and mechanisms 

♦ Train citizens on participating ac-
tively in debates on issues that 
concern their lives 

♦ Create a protective environment 
for children in schools, hospitals, 
homes, and communities. 

♦ Community mobilization around 
protecting the most vulnerable 
families and children 

♦ Government should monitor child 
rights violations.  

Thanking our Donors! 

UNICEF would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all our partners who 
continued to make our work in Libya 
possible this year. It has been a chal-
lenging year in many ways, but we 
have still been able to achieve tangi-
ble results for children through sup-
porting our main Government and civil 
society partners and their endless 
efforts to make post-revolution Libya 
a better place for children, adoles-
cents, and women. Your continued 
support is critical to achieving future 
results for children in Libya! 

 

 

Participants at the Child protection 
workshop. 

UNICEF and ACTED have supported 
the Ministry of Education in the con-
duction  of a nation-wide school based 
assessment which has for the first time 
systematically assessed all 4,800 
schools in Libya, including GPS points.  

While the field data collection was 
finalized in May 2012, the past months 
have focussed on cleaning up all the 
data and verifying preparing the school 
database. The database is now ready 
for use, and is accessible online. The 
Ministry of Education is determining 
access rights which will give adminis-
trators full access, editors will have 
some limited rights, and users will be 
allowed to view and search the data-
base. A second section of the website 
provides interactive maps that geo-
graphically display all the assessed 
schools and selected indicators.  

“We greatly appreciate the efforts 
made by all of those who contributed 
to this project, in particular UNICEF 
and ACTED for the financial and tech-
nical support, but also the teachers, 
head masters, inspectors, and data 
clerks involved throughout this pro-
cess” said Dr Suleiman Khoja, Deputy 
Minister of Education.  

It is of hoped that the assessment will 
be conducted regularly in the years to 
come to see the trends over time and 
provide key data to the Ministry, and 
the flexible structure of the database 
allows for easy updating of information 
once new data is collected. 

For more information contact: 

Name: Yosi Echeverry Burckhardt 

Title: Reports Officer 

Telephone:+218 91 93 9 765  

Email: yburckhardt[at]unicef.org 

Advancing the Agenda of Child Protection Nation-Wide School 

Database Ready 

UNICEF depends fully on voluntary contri-

bu�ons by UN Member States for its Regu-

lar and Other Resources. Currently, our 

programme in Libya is supported by the 

European Union,  Sweden, Australia, Rus-

sia, Poland, Korea,  Finland, Norway, and 

Italy.  

UNICEF also relies on the support of the 

general public, and in Libya the following 

Na�onal Commi)ees have greatly contrib-

uted to our ac�vi�es:  NO, NL, ES, UK, FR, 

GER, USA, CAN, AUST, AUSTL, DK, HOKO, 

IDSA, UAE, NZ, BELG, AND, LUX, TK, and IT.  


