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News 

• 18 young Libyan girls and 
boys participated in first-
ever OneMinutesJr video 
workshop in Tripoli 23-27 
January 2013. 

• On 28 February the Minis-
try of Education and 
UNICEF launched the na-
tion-wide school assess-
ment report in Tripoli. 

• UNICEF conducted a ses-
sion for youth to express 
their views on the constitu-
tion process.  

• As part of the EU-funded 
education programme, 
UNICEF and the Ministry of 
Education signed an agree-
ment on a roadmap to im-
prove teacher manage-
ment. 

• UNICEF conducted two ini-
tial workshops on the re-
porting mechanism on the 
CRC. 

Reflections by the UNICEF Country Director  

A very Happy New Year to all our 

partners, counterparts, colleagues, 

and children in Libya!  May the year 

2013 bring prosperity and positive 

changes to the country.  

On 01 January 2013 UNICEF’s new 

Country Programme officially started. 

The programme will initially last 2 

years, until the end of 2014, and 

focus on three main areas, including 

knowledge management, improved 

education services, and strengthen-

ing the child protection systems. My 

team and I look forward to cooperat-

ing with our national partners to-

wards improving the situation of chil-

dren in Libya.  

The year 2013 started with a great 

opportunity for 18 youth to express 

their views and aspirations through 

the first-ever OneMinutesJunior vid-

eo workshop, conducted in Tripoli in 

January. The 18 videos were shown 

to a diverse audience at the Tripoli 

Art House, and will also be broad-

casted on national TV. We would like 

to thank the Ministry of Social Affairs 

and 1Libya for a great partnership.  

Another tangible achievement was 

the official launch of the report on the 

findings of the UNICEF-supported 

nation-wide  school assessment on 

28 February 2013. The findings indi-

cate an urgent need for improve-

ments in the education sector, and  

the Ministry of Education now has 

reliable data on what improvements 

are needed where. As a first step, 

UNICEF and the Ministry recently 

signed an agreement to improve 

teacher management.  

Lastly, UNICEF is providing technical  

support to the Libyan government 

and civil society in  its effort to sub-

mitting the 3rd and 4th periodical 

reports to the Convention on the 

Right of the Child Committee. 

    

Carel de RooyCarel de RooyCarel de RooyCarel de Rooy 
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The Libyan Constitution: A 

Children’s Consultation  

By: Ghassan Khalil, UNICEF Libya 

Child Protection Consultant  

Just in time for the 2nd anniversary of 

the Libyan revolution, UNICEF and the 

National Parliament for Youth Organi-

zations (NPYO), a newly established 

Libyan civil society organization, held a 

first consultative discussion with a 

group of young girls and boys on the 

Constitution process.  

The Constitution – in most legal sys-

tems – is considered the supreme legal 

document in the State, and the majority 

of constitutions comprise the most im-

portant principles that define the state, 

in particular the principles related to 

the administration of justice, rights, 

freedoms and duties. 

It is critical that the new Libyan Consti-

tution specifically addresses children’s 

rights, and it is interesting to see how 

the understanding and concepts of 

rights are developing in Libya in gen-

eral. Consulting children on their views 

and understanding of this is vital so to 

develop their sense of participatory 

citizenship and their awareness of their 

rights. The discussion focused on the 

four general principles of the Conven-

tion on the Rights of the Child, which 

was followed by a discussion of what 

rights children want to see in their Con-

stitution.  

During the discussion, the children 

stressed some key rights they feel are 

the most important, such as;  

♦ Right of children with disabilities to 
be included in public schools; 

♦ Right of every child in Libya not to 
be discriminated against; 

♦ Equal opportunities and equal 
treatment in medical care; 

♦ Quality education which respects 
the child and aims at developing 
his/her personality; 

♦ Right for the views of children to 
be respected; 

♦ Right to participate in the society 
and in the public life; 

♦ Right to have spaces and access 
for leisure and play areas; 

♦ Right of children to be protected 
from violence. 

The issues they highlighted clearly 

show where there are needs for im-

provement, particularly interesting is 

the fact that children themselves strive 

for an inclusive society and the rights 

of children with disabilities. A recent 

UNICEF-supported nation-wide school 

assessment shows that we still have a 

long way to go as only 1 % of children 

enrolled in Libyan schools are children 

with special needs. Children’s right to 

participate in society and public life, 

luckily, has been increasing since the 

end of the Revolution, and many new 

youth organizations such as NPYO 

have emerged.  

At the end of the consultation session, 

UNICEF, NPYO, and the children 

made a commitment that once the 

Constitutional Assembly is formed, 60 

children from all over Libya (same 

number as members of the official 

Committee), who have been trained on 

their rights, will visit the members of 

the Constitutional Committee to explain 

and claim their rights, which they want 

to see enshrined in the new Libyan 

Constitution.� 

Government and Civil Society representatives partici-
pate in planning the 3. & 4. Periodical CRC Reports  

UNICEF initiated its support to the Government of Libya in the first steps towards the devel-

opment of the first State CRC report after the revolution which will replace the 3rd and 4th 

periodical report that was sent to the UN CRC committee in Geneva in 2010 but never dis-

cussed due to the revolution. A two-day workshop was organised by the Ministry of Social 

Affairs (MoSA) and UNICEF on 19 – 20 March. Key Ministry staff were introduced to the 

drafting process prior to submission to the General Session expected to be held in the sec-

ond half of 2014.  Participants agreed on the necessity to adopt a transparent approach and 

present an honest and realistic picture on the situation of child rights in post-revolution Lib-

ya. This will be critical in order to effectively monitor progress in the years to come.  

In addition, UNICEF organized a parallel 2-day workshop for local civil society representa-

tives seeking to mobilize and provide technical support to the development of the alterna-

tive CRC reports. Thirty-two participants and experts on children rights from nearly 25 

NGOs from various parts of the country participated in the workshop which took place on 24

-25 March.  Participants from outside Tripoli were motivated to initiate similar meetings in 

their respective regions to raise awareness about the importance of the engagement of the 

civil society in this process and to seize the opportunity to identify the most important issues 

and subjects to be raised in the alternative reports. Participants agreed to develop a work 

plan with clear deadlines, roles and responsibilities for both regional and national reports- 

general and thematic ones-, in the coming four months.� 
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Above: Dr Ala Sebhi and workshop partici-

pants discussing the process of CRC alter-

native reporting. Below: UNICEF Libya 

Country Director Carel de Rooy introduces 

the workshop. 
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Creating Safe Play Spaces for the most Vulnerable Children in Libya 

 Libya has a young population; approximately one third of its estimated 
5.7 million people are under the age of 18.  Throughout its engagement in Libya 
since 2011, UNICEF has noted that many children witnessed the violence and 
destruction of armed conflict during the revolution, and as a result increasing 
number of children suffer from conflict-related stress, anxiety, nightmares, and 
missing loved ones who have died in the fighting or as the result of unexploded 
ordnance.  In Libya today, there are only few public recreational spaces for chil-
dren to play in, and often those that exist are not built in a child friendly and safe 
way.  
 
In response, in late 2012, UNICEF procured 13 playgrounds to be installed 
across Libya.  The playgrounds will provide safe play opportunities meeting the 
needs of children and young people, including children with disabilities and spe-
cial needs. The chosen locations will be in areas that are safe from explosive 
remnants of war (ERW) and other dangerous objects.   
 
UNICEF will work in partnership with the Ministry of Local Governance, and 
“Local Playground Committees” that will monitor their use. “”e are very pleased to 
work with UNICEF on this innovative project for a better and safer playing envi-
ronment for children” said Mr Ali Nasr Siad, Vice Under Secretary in the Ministry 
of Local Governance (MoLG). 10 of the 13 playgrounds have arrived in Libya.  
UNICEF will conduct a baseline so that the impact of the initiative can be meas-
ured.  It is hoped that these playgrounds can be replicated in other parts of Libya 
by the MoLG and/or the Local Councils of interested localities.  � 
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10 of 13 playground sets for the age groups 3-

11 years of age have arrived in Libya and will 

be distributed to locations across the country.  

First ever One Minutes Junior video Workshop in Libya organized 

18 young girls and boys and youth 

between 12 and 18 years participated 

in an OneMinutesJr.  workshop in Trip-

oli during their school holidays from 23 

to 27 January 2013. This was the first-

ever OneMinutesJr. workshop in Libya 

and the theme was 'Our Now Our Fu-

ture', giving the adolescents an oppor-

tunity to share their views, dreams, 

passions, and hopes about the future 

of their country through art and media. 

The adolescents, coming from various 

ethnic communities and from all 

across Libya, each produced a one 

minute video with the guidance from 

three professional trainers. The videos 

will help raise awareness around ideas 

of universal right to freedom of expres-

sion, artistic creativity, children’s par-

ticipation, and give a snapshot of ado-

lescent’s and youth’s visions for the 

future of Libya in times of transition. 

On Sunday 27 January their films were 

presented to a wide audience, includ-

ing parents, brothers and sisters, 

friends, as well as a number of Am-

bassadors, UN officials, and members 

of Libyan Civil Society and media. 

More than 70 people attended the 

screening. The children each 

received a CD with the 18 films 

on them so they can show the 

videos to family and friends 

when back in their home towns. 

Some of the films focused on 

personal dreams of future pro-

fessional activities, while others 

touched on issues such as 

friendship, freedom of speech, 

unity and reconciliation, and the 

importance of re-building the 

country after the recent revolu-

tion. The workshop showed the 

great potential of Libya’s young 

generation, and as one of the 

films rightly states ‘Libya is fac-

ing many challenges, but we will 

overcome them’.   

The Libyan TV station Al-Asima 

will soon broadcast the 18 vide-

os nation-wide to raise aware-

ness about the project. 

The Libya OneMinutesJr work-

shop was organized by UNICEF 

in cooperation with the Ministry 

of Social Affairs and 1Libya – a 

Libyan youth NGO.� 

The children learned the basics of video production 

from professional video makers who guided them 

through their creative process, and how to edit their 

videos. 

© UNICEF Libya/2013/Echeverry Burckhardt 
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The Ministry of Education (MoE) and 
UNICEF launched a comprehensive 
report today on the findings from a 
recent MoE-UNICEF nation-wide 
school assessment which for the first 
time ever gives the Ministry a com-
plete overview of the exact state and 
locations (GPS points) of all schools 
in the country. The assessment 
shows, inter alia, that some 40 per 
cent of the schools in Libya were 
damaged in during the 2011 revolu-
tion.  

The assessment was conducted by a 
team of over 300 MoE staff who visit-
ed 4,800 schools collecting compre-
hensive baseline data on 65 indica-
tors.  They systematically recorded 
data on the state of education facili-
ties and materials, water sanitation 
and hygiene facilities, provision for 
children with special needs, and pro-
tection and safety related issues. The 
assessment was supported by GPS 
technology to add further dimensions 
to the analysis. 

In a brief interview, Mr Carel de Rooy, 
UNICEF Libya Country Director, talks 
about his thoughts around the report 
launch: 

It is a great achievement to have this 
detailed information on all schools, 
and we hope the data will be used to 
target interventions that will improve 
the learning environment for all chil-
dren, including those with disabilities 
and special needs. 

The original plan, in September 2011, 
was to make only a physical assess-
ment of schools in areas that had 
been heavily damaged during the 
uprising so that they could be quickly 
rehabilitated. This concept was sub-
stantially broadened to include di-
dactic equipment, materials and facili-
ties, teacher/student ratios per sub-
ject, safety and protection issues, and 
was scaled up to a national level ra-
ther than only a few cities.  

Despite the security concerns at the 
time of the assessment (end of 2011/
early 2012), all of the approximately 
4800 schools in Libya were mapped 
and covered. A very small fraction of 
the school questionnaires were dis-
carded based on quality concerns. 
The focus of the assessment was on 
infrastructure and availability of facili-

ties plus equipment for teaching. The 
quality of teachers and teaching is an 
issue that will be further assessed 
during 2013. 

The opportunity to improve the nation-
al education system is now, and with 
the assessment in hand, the Libyan 
Government is now equipped to make 
better informed decisions on effective 
and efficient investments to normalize 
and then upgrade the quality of edu-
cation. 

UNICEF has agreed to provide tech-
nical support to the MoE during 2013 
and 2014 on critical issues including 
elaboration of quality standards for 
Early Childhood and Basic Education; 
teachers development, training and 

management, plus strengthening the 
Education Management and Infor-
mation System to support the sector 
reform and transforming the findings 
from this initial assessment into a 3-5 
year Basic Education Investment 

Plan.  

During the last week of February 
2013, both a Health Sector Assess-
ment and a School Assessment have 
been launched by the Government of 
Libya. The UN assisted in the devel-
opment of both. The first novelty is 
the fact that these assessments have 
provided an accurate picture of both 
the status of the health sector and an 
important part of the education sector. 
This level of transparency was not 
common in the past. The challenges 
in both these sectors is enormous but 
the opportunity has now emerged for 
the Government to effectively address 
these including: additional knowledge 
gaps; required short and medium 
term investments to start turning the 
state of these critical social sectors 
around and; even needs for future 
international technical assistance.   

I would like to congratulate the Minis-
try of Education for having successful-
ly completed this massive operation.  

### 

The Libya nation-wide school assess-
ment was supported by the Russian 
Federation, the Government of Aus-
tralia, the Kingdom of Sweden, the 
Government of Poland, and the Euro-
pean Union.  

 

 

For more information contact: 

Name: Yosi Echeverry Burckhardt 

Title: Reports Officer 

Telephone:+218 91 93 9 765  

Email: yburckhardt[at]unicef.org 

Nation-wide School Assessment Report launched by Ministry 

of Education and UNICEF 

UNICEF depends fully on voluntary contri-

bu�ons by UN Member States for its Regu-

lar and Other Resources. Currently, our 

programme in Libya is supported by the 

European Union,  Sweden, Australia, Rus-

sia, Poland, Korea,  Finland, Norway, and 

Italy.  

UNICEF also relies on the support of the 

general public, and in Libya the following 

Na�onal Commi)ees have greatly contrib-

uted to our ac�vi�es:  NO, NL, ES, UK, FR, 

GER, USA, CAN, AUST, AUSTL, DK, HOKO, 

IDSA, UAE, NZ, BELG, AND, LUX, TK, and IT.  


