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Fund 

4,95m, 
33%

Carry 
Forward 

3,76m
25%

Funding Gap 
6,25m, 

42%

     Highlights 

- In 2017, an estimated 1.3 million people including 439,000 children were in 
need of urgent humanitarian assistance in Libya due to the continued conflict, 
insecurity, and the collapsing economy. The periodic escalations of armed 
conflict that took place in 2017 further aggravated the humanitarian needs 
especially for the most vulnerable people including children. In addition, 
towards the end of 2017, an estimated 400,000 migrants and refugees were 
estimated to be in Libya including over 33,000 children exposed to huge 
protection risks and human rights violations.  

- During 2017, the UNICEF and partners provided 30,394 children (16,607 girls) 
with community and school-based psychosocial support in the East, West and 
South of Libya while 1,393 children survivors of Gender-based Violence (726 
girls, 667 boys) received specialized services. 

- 26,639 children (13,390 girls), including 300 children with disabilities, enrolled 
in catch up and remedial education classes in conflict-affected and 
underserved areas such as Benghazi, Sirte and Southern part of Libya. 

- Through the installation and rehabilitation of latrines, drainage networks and 
fumigation campaigns, a total of 100,450 people gained access to improved 
sanitation facilities.  

- The polio vaccination campaigns reached universal coverage with around 1,53 
million children aged 0-6 years vaccinated while, 721,488 children aged 3-6 
years received Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccines in 2017. 

 

 

1.33 million  
# of people in need of humanitarian 
assistance. 
 

439,000 
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance. 
 

500,000 people, including  

200,000 children, in need of safe 
water, sanitation and hygiene. 
 

315,000 children in need of 
education in emergency support.  

* Humanitarian Response Plan 2017 

UNICEF Appeal 2017 
US$14,976,800 

Funding Status 
US$ 8,718,063 

 

UNICEF Sector 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Sector 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

Number of people reached with 
hygiene items and information 

95,000 44,390 110,000 85,469 

Number of schools-aged 
children (boys & girls) accessing 
non-formal education and 
recreational activities  

35,000 26,639 115,276 26,639 

Number of children (boys and 
girls) having received 
psychosocial support in the 
schools or child friendly spaces 

35,000 30,394   
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UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

**Funds available includes funding received for 
the current appeal year as well as the carry-
forward from the previous year. 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 
As the conflict in Libya entered its sixth year, the humanitarian situation is still showing no signs of improvement in some 
parts of the country. The latest Humanitarian Needs Overview 2018, estimates that 1,1 million people of whom 378,000 
are children and 453,000 are women require life-saving humanitarian assistance and protection. 2017 witnessed periodic 
eruption of localized conflicts in various parts of Libya, such as Benghazi, Derna, Sirte and Sabratha which triggered 
displacements and affected Internally Displaced Persons and returnees. Disruption of access to quality basic social 
services, water, sanitation, health, protection and education as well as electricity and water cuts, which lasted for a few 
days in some incidents, have affected the living conditions of vulnerable people. 

Libya remains the “gatekeeper” for the migration crisis in the region, IOM1  estimates that there are 621,706 migrants in 
Libya, 9 percent of whom are minors (out of these minors, 59 percent were reported as accompanied and 41 percent as 
unaccompanied). UNHCR had registered 45,129 refugees and asylum seekers as per December 20172, many of these 
people are reported to be victims of discrimination, arbitrary arrest and detention. At the political level, the United 
Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) launched the Action Plan for Libya which calls for the amendment of the 
Libyan Political Agreement, organization of a National Conference, preparation for elections, and provision of 
humanitarian assistance.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

UNICEF LCO works in coordination with the Libyan Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) leading WASH and Education 
sectors and the Child Protection sub-sector under protection. In December 2017, UNICEF LCO established an Interagency 
Nutrition Working Group in Libya within the health sector coordination group led by WHO. The nutrition working group 
leads the coordination between the different actors and provides nutrition support. With the assistance of UNICEF LCO, 
the annual workplans and Terms of Reference (ToR) of both WASH and education sectors were finalized and agreed with 
national counterparts, which reflect jointly agreed areas and activities to be implemented in 2018.   

UNICEF LCO co-chairs the Basic Services working group under the Joint Technical Coordination Committee (JTCC) for 

Libya and is also a member of the mixed migration working group. 3  UNICEF LCO also chairs the Programme 
Management Team (PMT) which is leading the result group on access to social services tasked to contribute to the 
finalization of the United Nation Strategic Framework for Libya (UNSF) 2019-2020. In 2017, UNICEF LCO signed 
Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) with both UNHCR and IOM to increase support to migrant and refugee children 
in Libya, focusing on child protection, education, water, sanitation and health. This collaboration will ensure that child 
rights are put at the heart of all assistance in Libya.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy  

To address the growing needs of vulnerable children, UNICEF LCO is responding through a nexus of interventions based 
on a convergence programming model in remote, hard to reach and conflict affected areas. UNICEF’s humanitarian 
strategy aims at providing immediate life-saving assistance to conflict-affected children and their families, while 
simultaneously building resilience of affected communities and strengthening local institutions. In line with the 
humanitarian principles and the Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC), in 2017, UNICEF LCO continued to contribute 
to promote equity across all programmes and to build resilience of all children based on their vulnerability and not on 
their status.  

UNICEF LCO continue to deliver humanitarian assistance in Libya in partnership with line ministries, municipalities and 
non-governmental organizations. During 2017, three Harmonized Approach to Cash Transfers (HACT) micro-
assessments, five financial spot-checks of implementing partners, and 245 programmatic visits were conducted by 
UNICEF LCO to monitor the quality of programme management in addition to the third-party monitoring visits. This 
proved to be effective and efficient, increasing the financial management capacity of the implementing partners.    

In 2017, UNICEF LCO partnered with a total of 17 national and international civil society organizations and six 
governmental institutions across Libya to better deliver humanitarian assistance and have a strong reach and country 
presence. In addition, UNICEF LCO ensured gender equality throughout all interventions and inclusion of gender-based 
standards in service provision. UNICEF LCO also joined UN Women, UNFPA, the Embassy of Canada, and Embassy of 
Austria in Tunis in the organization of series of events for advocacy and awareness raising on issues related to women’s 
and girls’ rights as well as prevention of violence against women and girls. 

                                                        
1 IOM’s DTM Round 16 (November-December 2017) 

2 UNHCR, Libya: registration fact sheet- December 2017, https://data2.unhcr.org/fr/documents/download/61536  
3 The group is chaired and co-chaired by IOM and UNHCR and is composed of all actors dealing with mixed migration context. It is considered to be an advisory and coordination forum 

https://data2.unhcr.org/fr/documents/download/61536


Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
In 2017 and despite the challenging environment, remote management and insecurity, UNICEF LCO and its partners 
managed to deliver assistance in child protection, education, WASH and health sectors throughout Libya including 
remote and hard to reach areas.  

 

Child Protection  

Since the escalation of violence in 2014, child protection concerns increased dramatically. Many cases of sexual and 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV), physical abuse, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances and ill treatments were 
reported especially against vulnerable children. A recent study by the National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) on 
Violence against Children (VAC) in 2017 among middle school students in Libya, showed a high prevalence of violence 
against children at home and in school with 92 per cent of male and 88 per cent female students having experienced at 
least some form of violence. Given the humanitarian needs of migrant, returnee, and displaced children, UNICEF LCO is 
scaling up its intervention and will ensure that the most vulnerable children in targeted locations, whether they are 
migrants, refugees, returnees or from host communities, have access to quality, inclusive and improved child protection 
and education services, and thus ensure they attain their fundamental rights.  

In 2017, UNICEF LCO and partners provided 30,394 children (16,607 girls) with community and school based psychosocial 
support and 1,393 children survivors of Gender-based Violence (726 girls) received specialized services in Janzour, Zintan, 
Sebha, Benghazi, Sebratha, AlZawiya, Ghat, and Ubari. In Alzintan, UNICEF LCO partner Elssafa Centre for Mental Health 
supported 5,456 children with gender-sensitive psychosocial support services in schools and community, treated 714 
children (274 female) who suffered from behavioral problems and psychological disorders and referred 539 children with 
specific needs to public hospitals, institutions, and specialized centers. With the support of the Zintan Municipal Council, 
UNICEF LCO supported the release and reintegration of a total of 125 boys associated with armed groups.  

In 2017, as part of capacity development programme for child protection, a total of 872 people (730 female) were trained 
including 853 social workers, specialists, and teachers. 19 judges and police officers, and 155 community leaders and 
military commanders, also participated in an awareness campaign on restorative justice and protection of child victim of 
crime and violence. These beneficiaries continue to reinforce community knowledge and awareness on child protection 
issues and advocate against child violations in home and school. The number of the trainings exceeded what was 
targeted (300 trainings) because the training component was included in many Programme Cooperation Agreements 
(PCAs) and led to the organization of more trainings by local partners to reach more child protection actors.  

Based on the lessons learned from Al Zawiya Family and Child Protection Unit established by UNICEF LCO in 2016, a new 
unit is established in Tripoli to provide technical support to the authorities, advocate for child protection and provide 
services for children in contact with the law. In addition, UNICEF LCO together with UN Support Mission in Libya 
(UNSMIL) continue to cooperate in monitoring and reporting grave child rights violations in Libya.  

 

Education  

The commencement of the school year in 2017 was delayed due to the teachers’ strike, with term not resuming until to 
the end of October. During 2017, a total of 20,510 children (7,739 girls) benefited from the establishment of six mobile 
classes and from the rehabilitation of 24 schools in Benghazi, Sirte, Sebha, Tripoli and Ubari cities. UNICEF LCO 
rehabilitated schools in Benghazi can accommodate for 1,000 each, however, since IDPs began returning home, the 
schools are now catering for half of the expected number of students. 

Through UNICEF LCO national partners, a total of 26,639 students (13,390 female), 300 of whom are children with 
disabilities, enrolled in catch up and remedial education classes in conflict-affected and underserved areas in places such 
as Benghazi, Sirte and in eight areas in the South of Libya. In Benghazi and Sirte, 78,868 children (39,667 female) received 
essential learning materials and supplies.  

As part of UNICEF’s support to teachers’ development, a total of 212 teachers and master trainers (129 female) were 
trained on the areas of child rights, special education needs, management of overcrowded classrooms, inclusive 
education, and child-centred teaching and learning leading to concrete steps in laying the foundation for sector reform 
development.  

 

WASH 

UNICEF LCO and partners provided 97,390 people 32,138 of whom are estimated children (including 18,350 migrants and 
refugees) with access to safe water through water trucking, rehabilitation of water networks and the installation of water 
pumps in different locations in Sabha, Ubari, Sabratha, Tajura, Benghazi, and Gharyan. In addition, 100,450 people 



benefited from improved sanitation facilities, rehabilitation of toilets, drainage networks, and fumigation campaigns in 
Sabratha, Gharyan, Tajura, Benghazi, Sabha, Ubari and Tripoli. 16,390 children were provided with improved water and 
sanitation facilities in schools in Sabha, Ubari, Tripoli and Sirte. Additionally, a total of 44,390 people were reached with 
basic hygiene items and WASH related information in Benghazi, Sabha, Tripoli, Sirte and Ubari. 

In 2017, UNICEF LCO completed in cooperation with the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) and Ministry of 
Education an assessment for the water quality in schools. The assessment indicated that 67 percent of the surveyed 
schools (140 schools) have limited access to drinking water supply service and 95,8 percent have limited access to 
sanitation services while 4,2 percent have no sanitation services. The average number of students to a functional toilet 
is 71, while the Ministry of Education standards are one toilet for every 25 students.4 

 

Health 

During 2017, the health sector witnessed a deterioration in health care facilities, with 20 per cent destroyed due to the 
ongoing conflict. There exists also an inability to transfer funding to the Ministry of Health, a lack of qualified staff and 
poor access to essential medicines and equipment. 

In 2017 and in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization (WHO), over 1,53 million 
children aged 0-6 years were vaccinated against polio including migrants and Internally Displaced children reaching 
universal coverage while 721,488 children aged 3-6 years received Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccines.  

UNICEF LCO continue to strengthen the immunization system in Libya, in 2017, UNICEF LCO procured 400 cold boxes 
and vaccine carriers, 550 ice-lined refrigerators with voltage regulators for utilization in health facilities all over the 
country.  

 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  

A Communication for Development (C4D) methodology was introduced for the first time in Libya through a consultative 
workshop organized by UNICEF LCO in 2017 for 30 health, planning and civil society, education, social welfare 
organization representatives. The workshop advocated for the creation of platforms to voice children’s rights to 
influence policy- makers and to create a suitable environment for social change. UNICEF LCO also launched “a child is a 
child” campaign and developed a C4D strategy to improve service delivery for migrant children in Libya and address 
discrimination concerns.  

 

Media and External Communication  

During 2017, the communication and public advocacy strategy focused on reflecting the voice of vulnerable children in 
Libya including children on the move. Tailored advocacy plans were drafted to address emerging issues such as the 
situation of water, violence against children, and children on the move.  

Advocating for the release of children associated with the armed conflict continued with stakeholders, engaging more 
municipalities to commit to the action. During the reporting period, advocacy efforts paid off with the release and 
reintegration of 125 children associated with armed conflict in Zintan, northwest Libya. Continuous advocacy with the 
Constitution Drafting Assembly resulted in the inclusion of articles on child rights and the right to education in the final 
draft presented for a referendum.  

 
Security 

During 2017, UNICEF LCO has been planning the full return of all staff to Libya. In light of the fragile political and security 
situation, an internal contingency plan was developed to support the full move to Libya including the provision of safety 
trainings for all staff.  
The security situation in Libya remained complex, though there were increasing signs of stability in key areas and major 
cities such as Tripoli and Benghazi during the reporting period. Armed conflict continued in various parts of the country 
on a sporadic basis as groups affiliated with competing forces tried to establish or reaffirm areas of control. 

 

Funding  

In response to the Humanitarian Action for Children 2017, UNICEF LCO received US$ 8,718,063 (out of the US$ 14,976,800 
appeal) which represents an 11 per cent decrease from last year. Main donors included the Government of Germany 

                                                        
4 UNICEF-NCDC-Ministry of Education. Water Quality Monitoring Report (April 2017) 



through its Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Government of Sweden, Government 
of Italy, Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) and Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF).  
 
In 2017, UNICEF LCO strengthened its partnership with Germany. A new multi-year agreement was signed with BMZ for 
a total of US$10 million for a multi-sectoral programme. This was in addition to US$0.6 million already received from 
Germany to fund the vaccination campaign. UNICEF LCO also signed a contribution agreement of US$1.2 million with 
the Government of Italy for improving resilience of vulnerable children in Libya. UNICEF LCO is very grateful to these 
partners who greatly contributed to the humanitarian response in 2017. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 2017) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

WASH 2,250,200.00 1,372,715.00 158,195.00 719,290 32% 

Education 4,605,000.00 1,458,749 2,413,345 732,906 16%* 

Health 4,050,000.00 590,227.00 65,661.00 3,394,112.00 84% 

Child Protection 4,071,600.00 1,528,643.00 1,130,528 1,412,429 35%* 

Total 14,976,800 4,950,334 3,767,729 6,258,737 42% 

* Multi- year funds covering programmes during 2017, 2018 and 2019. 

 

UNICEF Libya FB: www.facebook.com/unicef.libya/ 
UNICEF Libya Twitter: @UNICEFlibya 
UNICEF Libya HAC, 2017: www.unicef.org/appeals/libya.html 

 

 
 
 
  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information 

Dr Abdel-Rahman Ghandour  
Special Representative 
Libya Country Office, 
Tel: +216 99981718 
Email: arghandour@unicef.org 
 
 
 

Mr Mostafa Omar 
Communication Specialist 
Libya Country Office, 
Tel: +216 99 070 815 
Email: mosomar@unicef.org 
 

Ms Asmaa El Jamali  
Reporting & Donor Relations Officer  
Libya Country Office, 
Tel: +216-99-98-65-84  
Email: aeljamali@unicef.org  
 

https://www.facebook.com/unicef.libya/
https://twitter.com/UnicefLibya
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/libya.html
mailto:arghandour@unicef.org
mailto:mosomar@unicef.org
mailto:aeljamali@unicef.org


SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 
Annex A 

 
 

                                                        
5 The 95,000 is s a combination of the whole WASH sector target 
6 UNICEF overdelivered in this indicator because the target was based on an estimation.  
7 The limited number of education sector actors in Libya, cash liquidity, security factors all affected the smooth implementation of educational projects and resulted 
in delays in implementation and challenges to meet the targets. 
8 Out of the trained teachers, 75 were master trainers.  
9 The MMR 2017 campaign only reached children aged 3 to 6 when the national target is 0 to 6 years old 

 

  UNICEF and IPs Sector Response   

 
Overall 
needs 

2017  
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

 2017 
Target  

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & 
HYGIENE 

   
 

 
  

Number of people provided with the 
minimum amount of safe water in 
line with international standards (1)5 

500,000 95,000 97,390 63,850▲ 150,000 127,390 63,850▲ 

Number of people provided with 
gender appropriate sanitation 
facilities (2) 

500,000 95,000 100,450 60,450▲ 150,000 100,450 60,450▲ 

Number of people reached with 
hygiene items and information (3) 

374,000 95,000 44,390 39,390▲ 110,000 85,469 55,295 ▲ 

Number of children (boys & girls) 
provided with improved water and 
sanitation facilities in their learning 
environment or in the health centres 
(4) 

279,000 10,000 16,3906 13,820▲ 83,000 16,390 13,802▲ 

EDUCATION        

Number of school-age children (boys 
& girls) accessing non-formal 
education and recreational activities 
(1) 

- 35,000 26,6397 9,086▲ 115,276 26,639 9,086▲ 

Number of children (boys and girls) 
having received essential learning 
materials and supplies (2) 

279,000 80,000 78,868 52,229▲ 111,600 78,868 52,229▲ 

Number of teachers8 trained in 
conflict-affected areas (3) 

- 1,000 212 124▲ 1,000 212 124▲ 

Number of children benefited from 
the establishment of mobile classes 
and rehabilitated of schools in 
conflict-affected areas (4) 

- 11,500 20,510 14,510▲ 11,500 20,510 14,510▲ 

HEALTH        

Number of children aged 0 to 6 years 
vaccinated against polio (1) 

- 1,400,000 1,530,930 1,444,677▲ - - - 

Number of children aged 9 months to 
6 years vaccinated against measles 
(2) 

- 1,200,000 721,4889 721,488 - - - 

CHILD PROTECTION        

Number of children (boys and girls) 
having received psychosocial support 
in the schools or child friendly spaces 
(1) 

- 35,000 30,394 6,504▲ - - - 

Number of children (boys and girls) 
survivors of gender-based violence 
receiving specialized care (2) 

- 3,000 1,393 807▲ - - - 

Number of child protection actors 
and stakeholders trained (males and 
females) (3) 

- 300 872 220▲ - - - 

Number of children (boys and girls) 
associated with the armed conflict 
benefiting from specialised child 
protection services (4) 

- 500 125 125▲ - - - 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WASH 

1) Number of conflict affected people including children, displaced and non-displaced, accessing safe drinking water through rehabilitation 
and/or repair of water supply facilities through installation of pumps and water tanks. Sphere standard of 15 litres per person per day is 
considered as a minimum target.  

2) Number of conflict affected people including children, displaced and non-displaced, accessing hygienic toilets or latrines with hand washing 
facilities, rehabilitated sewerage, drainage infrastructure and fumigation.  

3) Number of people reached with distribution of hygiene items in institutions and IDP camps coupled with dissemination of hygiene 
promotion messages. An average family size is composed of five people.  

4) Number of children benefited from rehabilitation of water and sanitation facilities in the schools (rehabilitation of water and sanitation 
facilities in one school benefit a minimum of 500 children)  

EDUCATION: 

1) Number of out of school children and conflict-affected children supported with non-formal education (catch-up classes, remedial education 
classes and recreational activities). 

2) Number of school aged children in conflict-affected areas received learning materials and supplies in their learning environment. 

3) Number of teachers in conflict affected areas trained on education in emergency, preschool training provision, management of 
overcrowded classrooms and conflict-resolution. 

4) Number of children in conflict affected areas benefited from school rehabilitation, repair, technical assessment and provision of 
prefabricated classes to increase access to education. It is planed that UNICEF will procure 50 prefab classes (each prefab class accommodates 
for 30 children) and rehabilitate and or maintain 20 schools (each school benefit a minimum of 500 children). 

CHILD PROTECTION: 

1) Number of new children benefited from psychosocial support in Child Friendly Spaces (CFS), mobile units, and schools.  

2) Number of gender based violence victims who received specialized psychosocial services. 

3) Number of new child protection actors trained in psychosocial support, case management and referrals. 

4) Number of new children associated with armed groups that have been referred to appropriate institutions at community level for 
rehabilitation and support, and received specialized psychosocial services. 

HEALTH: 

1) Number of children below the age of six who received the polio vaccine during the national immunization campaign. 

2) Number of children above the age of 9 months up to 6 years of age who received vaccination against measles during the national 
immunization campaign. 
 


