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Highlights: 

 The situation in Libya continues to be volatile. Anti-government forces push towards Tripoli 
continues slowly with some advances recorded in the western mountains. Slight advances 
have also been reported in the Misrata’s western front where opposition forces have fortified 
their position at 36 km west of the city. 
 

 The Joint Mine Action Group, of which UNICEF is a part of, has received reports of an 
accident involving 3 children holding a grenade in Misrata in early July. Another mine field 
has also been identified south of Zintan by the JMACT.  

 
 Many of the around 70,000 Libyan refugees that have been seeking refuge in host families in 

Tunisia are reported to be returning to their homes in the Zintan area.  
 

 A number of UN inter-agency missions are currently taking place or are in the pipeline, 
including a first inter-agency mission to Nafusa Mountains in early July, an ongoing mission to 
Misrata, and a 1-week mission to Tripoli anticipated to depart on 16 July. 

 
 UNICEF procured water testing kits have arrived in Benghazi. Urgently needed vaccines for 

100,000 USD covering the needs in Benghazi for one month are currently being procured. 
 

 UNICEF Flash Appeal requests have been funded by 46 per cent as of 11 July. It is 
anticipated that increasing humanitarian needs will emerge in the coming weeks, and inter-
agency contingency planning is ongoing in order to be prepared to respond to these needs.  
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Boys take time out from their game to speak with UNICEF staff at IDP centre in Al-Bayda. 
  



Situation Overview 

Frustrations in cities across Libya are mounting in light of the ongoing conflict. Cash 
shortages and challenges to pay wages, rising food and commodity prices, power cuts due 
to diesel shortages at power plants, schools that remain closed, increasing waste piling up in 
some areas, and a rising sense of uncertainty in a country awash with guns and landmines 
are all factors that increasingly impact negatively on people’s everyday lives.  

The situation in Libya continues to be volatile as frontlines are shifting daily. The conflict is 
currently in its fifth month, and there appears to be no easy solution. Anti-government forces’ 
push towards Tripoli continues slowly with some advances recorded in the western 
mountain, where opposition forces have taken control of Be’er el Ghanam, and Zintan. 
Advances have also been reported in the Misrata western front, where opposition forces 
have fortified their position at 36 km west of the city.  

Reports indicated heavy fighting near the city of Al-Qawalish (100 km south of Tripoli) in the 
past week. OCHA reports that few civilians remain in the frontlines.   

Many of the around 70,000 Libyan refugees that have been seeking refuge in host families 
in Tunisia are reported to be returning to their homes in the Zintan area, but no exact 
numbers are known.  

The Joint Mine Action Group, of which UNICEF is a part of, has received reports of an 
accident involving 3 children holding a grenade in Misrata in early July. Another mine field 
has also been identified south of Zintan by the JMACT.  

The UN, including UNICEF, undertook its first joint mission to the Nafusa Mountains on 30 
June-01 July, visiting the towns of Wazin, Nalut, Jadu, and Zintan. During the mission, 
agency members were able to meet with key informants, but further missions are required to 
obtain a more comprehensive overview of the humanitarian needs in the area.  

The UN Special Envoy Abdul Elah Al-Khatib has held talks with the Libyan Prime Minister 
and the Foreign Minister in Tripoli on 09 July to reiterate the need for a peaceful transition in 
order to spare lives and avoid further suffering.  

A joint UN mission from Benghazi departed to Misrata on 09 July to meet with local 
counterparts there, including government representatives. UNICEF is participating and will 
assess child protection and WASH needs.  

UNICEF will participate in the inter-agency mission to Tripoli that is planned for week starting 
16 July. The objective is to build on the outcomes of the previous mission to Tripoli and to 
understand the changing humanitarian situation in western part of the country.  UNICEF has 
planned assessment jointly with key counterparts (WHO, UNFPA, UNHCR and WFP).  

UNICEF operates from its Benghazi and Zarzis operational hubs, and hopes to return to 
Tripoli as soon as possible. 

 

Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

Libya 

International and diaspora NGOs continue to increase their programming activities in 
government-controlled areas, particularly the Nafusa Mountains, in Misrata and Ajdabiya. 
This provides opportunities for future partnerships for UNICEF.  

As Misrata remains inaccessible by road, WFP has set up the first regular vessel to transport 
humanitarian personnel and cargo between Benghazi and Misrata.  



The Child Protection working group in Benghazi continues to undertake a mapping of child 
friendly spaces in Benghazi to strengthen referral systems, and developing a capacity 
building strategy to meet the growing demand for training, as well as identify sites that need 
to be prioritised for more support.  

UNICEF continues to lead the WASH cluster, as well as participate in the Protection 
meetings both in Zarzis and Benghazi. UNICEF also participates in the education and child 
protection working groups in Benghazi, where mission check-lists are being discussed.   

An inter-agency working group has been set up to prepare a contingency plan which will 
inter alia be used for a future revision of the Libya Flash Appeal. The worse case scenario 
foresees a stalemate and intensification in the conflict over the next 3 months with new and 
intense internal conflict developing after the end of the current government in the west.  The 
plan will be finalized by the end of July. 

The UNICEF Libya Response Team continues to operate from Benghazi and Zarzis, Tunisia 
and participation on inter-agency missions as possible into Western Libya (Nafusa 
Mountains, Tripoli). 

Tunisia border 

UNICEF Tunisia at the RasJdir camps continues to lead the Child Protection sub-sector 
group (addressing issues of unaccompanied children, birth registration, psychosocial support 
to children and families, family registration, abuse and violence against children, including 
gender-based violence) and the WASH group (through four weekly meetings dealing 
respectively with overall coordination plus specific technical issues pertaining to water 
supply, waste management and excreta disposal). 

 

UNICEF Libya Advocacy  

UNICEF LRT is increasingly focussing on advocacy, focussing on its Core Commitments for 
Children in Emergencies, and particularly around issues related to child protection, WASH, 
and Education. 

 

Child Protection  

UNICEF is increasingly concerned about the devastating impact the ongoing conflict is 
having on children. The child protection working group is advocating for increased number of 
child friendly spaces across Libyan cities and more psychosocial interventions, particularly in 
Ajdabyia, Misrata and IDP camps in Benghazi in order to provide children with adequate 
follow-up and support. UNICEF is currently negotiating new partnerships to increase 
activities.  

There is an urgent need to raise awareness among parents and community leaders on key 
child protection issues such as ERW, prevention of separation, protection from violence and 
messages on how parents can best support children to cope with a stressful situation. A 
recent accident in Misrata involved 3 children holding a hand grenade. UNICEF and 
Handicap International are planning to expand and broaden activities in order to reach more 
children and their families, hoping to avoid further accidents.    

 

 

 



WASH  

The Great Manmade River Authority (GMRA) is responsible for the provision of water to 
approximately 70 per cent of municipalities in Libya. As a consequence of the conflict and 
sanctions, the supply of power to some areas of the country has been affected. 
Subsequently, any power driven system, such as water delivery, impacted by these cuts, 
would cease operation until an alternative power source can be found.  

UNICEF remains extremely concerned that limited access to fuel is threatening the longer 
term viability of the water delivery system across both eastern and western Libya. Water 
pumps and desalination plants require dependable power sources to ensure continued water 
delivery for the country’s 6 million people. As a consequence of the ongoing fuel restrictions, 
the system is currently operating at far less than full capacity. As a temporary and limited 
response, UNICEF is providing essential spare parts and chemicals to support continued 
operation of the water system in eastern Libya in the short term, however, a long term 
solution to the fuel shortage is urgently needed to prevent a looming humanitarian crisis 
should all or part of the system collapse.     

 

Education  

UNICEF continues to advocate for a swift re-opening of schools across Libya to enable 
children to regain a sense of normalcy. The NTC in the east has been reluctant to formally 
re-open schools as long as the fighting continues in the western parts of the country 
however. The current planning assumptions are; 

No remedial activities will take place during the summer break as hoped. The key argument 
continues to be "solidarity" with the government controlled areas, where it is believed that 
schools remain closed. Children are however, attending recreational activities in around 130 
of the around 370 public schools in Benghazi.  
The Ministry of Education in Tripoli reported during the first UN joint visit to Tripoli since the 
evacuation in early May that took place in early June, that schools were open and running 
normally, and that the exams would take place as scheduled in June. This information hasn’t 
been verified as of yet.  
The National Transitional Council (NTC) in the east of Libya is planning to officially re-open 
schools for formal schooling on 05 September. According to officials, the upcoming school 
year will consist of three terms, with September-October for completing the previous school 
year (with exams end October), and terms 2 and 3 from November to June 2012 for the 
regular 2011-2012 school year.  This will however rely entirely on the developments in the 
conflict and will only materialize if the current government in Tripoli falls.  
Under this plan, UNICEF with SCF (as the only international partner on education) will 
provide technical support for the preparation of the school year (mainly through expertise in 
education planning, and financial support to round of training for school masters and 
teachers).   
 

Health & Nutrition 

As a result of the sanctions imposed by the international community, the replenishment of 
essential health and medical stocks has been interrupted in the past months. During an 
inter-agency mission to Tripoli in late May 2011, the MoH alerted the ERC through WHO on 
immediate needs for medicines, including vital vaccines.  The MOH requested for UNICEF 
support to procure vaccines currently stuck in Europe, and urgently needed in the western 
parts of the country, polio vaccines being the most urgently needed. At that time, it was 
difficult to reopen procurement channels with drug companies due to the ongoing conflict.  

 In June, the MoH requested WHO to procure vaccines on its behalf for around 100 million 
euros (140 million$). The procurement of vaccines is still pending however, due to the 



sanctions on the Central bank of Libya. Any further action will need to be approved by the 
Sanctions Committee.  UNICEF continues to discuss future steps for the potential 
procurement of vaccines with the WHO Libya team. 
 
In the east, Benghazi authorities have approached UNICEF regarding the disruption of stock 
in two vaccines used in Libya (PENTA and DPT). In response to this, UNICEF is currently 
procuring these vaccines for 100,000 USD, to cover the urgent needs in Benghazi for one 
month. The vaccines should be delivered to Benghazi within the coming week.  
 

 

UNICEF Response 

Libya  

UNICEF continues to face challenges in assessing actual humanitarian needs beyond 
Benghazi due to the limited access inside Libya. Increased access to conflict affected areas 
would be critical in order to assess and respond adequately to arising humanitarian needs.  

 

Child Protection  

6500 children continue to benefit from activities supported directly by recreational kits 
provided by UNICEF, and an additional 2000 are taking part in activities managed by 
volunteers SCF has trained, equaling a total of 8500 children. 

UNICEF partner Handicap International provides Explosive Remnants of War and small 
arms Risk Education, using a participatory approach in IDP sites and return communities. 
Thus far, 30,000 leaflets have been distributed to local and IDP communities in Benghazi, 
Ajdabiya, Misrata, Brega and at the Tunisian border. Further, billboards have been put up on 
the entrance roads to Ajdabiya. Mosques and other community groups continue to be 
involved in the messaging.  

 

WASH  

Field lab test equipment has arrived in Benghazi in the first week of July. This has been 
donated to the GMRA and will be used to undertake basic water quality tests.  

 

Health & Nutrition  

In the eastern parts of Libya, the NTC in Benghazi has raised concerns around insufficient 
stocks in particularly two vaccines used in Libya, PENTA and DPT. In response, UNICEF is 
currently procuring vaccines for 100,000 USD, covering the immediate needs for one month.  

 

Tunisia 

An estimated 70,000 Libyan refugees continue to stay with host families and other 
accomodation in the Medenine, Tataouine, Remada-Deheba areas, however, in recent days 
many are reported to be returning to their homes in the Nafusa mountains.  

The total camp population in RasJdir camps (Shousha, IFRC, UAE) is estimated to be 3,800 
as of 10 July. Populations of Remada and Deheba camps, mostly Libyans, equal 1,700 (a 
slight increase). The total camp population is currently estimated around5,600 persons.  
 



Child Protection  

UNICEF through the child protection working group coordinated a presentation by Danish 
Refugee Council (DRC) on preliminary findings from a profiling exercise and focus group 
discussions with Libyan children and youth in Tataouine, Medenine, Gabes, Deheba and 
other areas in Southern Tunisia 

A total of 110 unaccompanied and separated children are currently staying at Shousha 
camps, monitored and followed-up by UNICEF, and referred to IOM and UNHCR for family 
reunification or repatriation.  
 
Members of the child protection sub-working group led by UNICEF again expressed 
concerns over transit facilities at the border; they remain overcrowded as new arrivals are 
not being transferred to a more appropriate camp as planned. This situation continues to 
lead to protection and humanitarian concerns particularly for mothers, young infants and 
unaccompanied and separated minors. 

Education 

In response to the needs of displaced children living in host families inside Tunisia, UNICEF 
is over the coming weeks supporting the MoE to open six educational and recreational 
centres within schools in the regions of Tataouine, Medenine and Gabes in southern Tunisia. 
An estimated 1,500 children in the age groups 4-6 years, 6-11 years and 12-15 years will 
benefit from these activities.  

WASH 

UNICEF and UNHCR have finalized the selection of a local company in Ben Guerdane to 
take over solid waste disposal management in the Shousha Camp. UNICEF has contributed 
to an inter-agency NFI distribution plan by donating 435 adult hygiene kits. UNHCR will 
coordinate distribution to the people in need. 

Health and Nutrition Response 

UNICEF is liaising with regional and central-level Ministry of Health officials on vaccine 
requirements for the camp populations. Presently, there are no unmet needs. UNICEF-
procured cold chain equipment will be delivered in the coming weeks.   

The UNICEF-funded wet feeding programme run by Secours Islamique France (SIF) is 
starting shortly. The project includes the distribution of breast milk substitutes. The 
programme targets children up to the age of five, and pregnant and lactating women, 
anticipating to reach 400 persons per day. 

 

Sub-regional Communications and Media 

UNICEF is leveraging opportunities with Libyan media outlets to raise awareness of 
UNICEF’s work and the needs of children among the civilian population in eastern Libya. 
Since 29 June, UNICEF staff members have met with senior TNC media representatives, 
including Chief of the Benghazi Media Centre and the TNC Media Minister to discuss the 
representation of children’s issues in mainstream Libyan media. The LRT Team Leader was 
interviewed live on Libya Al-hurra Television to discuss the impact of the protracted conflict 
on children.  
 
UNICEF is working with SCF to develop a joint program that would provide training and 
support to newly established children’s media outlets that are now active throughout much of 



eastern Libya. The team has already met with several outlets and ministry officials to 
determine program viability.  
 
Outreach to international media is ongoing with a focus on broad advocacy issues including 
the impact of sanctions on the functionality of major systems such as electricity and water 
supply. Senior UNICEF staff have been interviewed by Time Magazine and AFP. A joint 
UNICEF-Handicap International press release1 announcing a mine risk awareness program 
for children was launched at the UN Palais in Geneva on 08 July. 
 
UNICEF have made a number of field visits to UNICEF programmes and partner initiatives in 
Benghazi and Al-Bayda in Libya and to Shousha Camp and Tatouine in Tunisia. One human 
interest story has been produced with more in production. 2 
 
Tweets are available (@Chris_UNICEF) about the situation children in Libya are facing, with 
tweets coming on location from Benghazi, Al-Bayda and Shousha Camp.  
 

Funding 

UNICEF has thus far received around 46 per cent of the US$20.5 million requested in the 
revised Flash Appeal for the Libya crisis as of 11 July 2011.The overall funding coverage for 
the UN Flash Appeal is funded by  60 per cent as of 07 July.  

Date of next Situation Report: on or around 26 July 2011 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
 
Pierre Poupard 
LibyaResponse Team Leader 
Camp Zarzis 
Tel: +216 28 09 74 82 
Email: ppoupard@unicef.org 

Maria Luisa Fornara 
Representative 
UNICEF Tunis 
Tel: + 216-71-802-700  
Fax: + 216-71-793-001  
E-mail: mlfornara@unicef.org 

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Egypt 
Tel: + 20 2 2526 5083 – 87 
Tel : + 20 2 2526 4218 
Email : pduamelle@unicef.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                            
1UNICEF staff: http://bit.ly/rcFpLF, National Committees: http://bit.ly/nsItns 
2UNICEF staff: http://bit.ly/pajvo8, National Committees: http://bit.ly/oRXLn6 
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