
   
 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Highlights  
 

• The security situation in Libya’s capital of Tripoli remained volatile during 

the first quarter of 2019 with armed clashes reported between different 

armed factions in Tripoli on 17 March 2019.  

• In order to increase UNICEF’s operational footprint in Libya, on 21 

February 2019 UNICEF participated in an interagency field mission to the 

eastern city of Derna and met with humanitarian partners there, the first 

time the United Nations (UN) has accessed this part of the country in five 

years. UNICEF also conducted three field visits to Sabha to assess the 

programme and operational capacity in the south and continued efforts to 

establish a field office in Benghazi.  

• In the first quarter of 2019 UNICEF provided structured recreational and 

psychosocial activities in community and school-based child friendly 

spaces, and through mobile teams to 17,455 children (9,259 girls and 8,196 

boys while 1,975 children under the age of five and pregnant and lactating 

women received micronutrient treatment in detention centres. 

• In January 2019 UNICEF launched the Humanitarian Action for Children 

(HAC) for US$23.4 million to provide life-saving education, child 

protection, health, nutrition and Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

support to 250,000 children throughout the country. As of March 2019, 

UNICEF has only received USD 1.5 million for the HAC, thanks to a 

generous contribution from Germany. The funding gap is impacting 

UNICEF’s ability to provide life-saving humanitarian assistance to children 

and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

823,000 
# of people in need of humanitarian 

assistance 

248,000  
# of children in need of humanitarian 

assistance  

97,000 
# of Internally Displaced People  

288,000 

# of Migrants in need of humanitarian 

assistance  

250,000 
# of children targeted 
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Key UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

 

UNICEF Sector 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results* 

Sector 
Target 

Total 
 Results* 

# of children (girls and boys) 
received psychosocial support 
and recreational activities in 
schools, community centers or 
child-friendly spaces 

93,450 17,457 69,000 17,457 

# of children, Pregnant and 
lactating Women (PLW) 
received multiple micro-
nutrients 

5,500 1,975   
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Funds 
received 
current 

year: 
$1.5M

Funding gap 
:$18M

Carry-
forward 
amount: 

$3.8M

Funding Status 2019*

*Funds available includes funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward 
from the previous year. 

2019 funding 
requirement:

$23.4M



   
 

   
 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

 

Since 2014, children and their families in Libya have a growing need for basic humanitarian assistance. The conflict in 

Libya has resulted in political fragmentation, displacement and a steady decline in household purchasing power and 

basic services.1 Seven years of protracted conflict in Libya has affected 1.6 million people and resulted in 823,000 

people, including 241,000 girls and boys, needing humanitarian assistance.2 The majority of people in need are located 

in urban areas, primarily in the western and eastern regions of the country.  

 

Though Libya has traditionally had a high school enrolment rate, there has been a steady decline in enrolment and the 

quality of education since the conflict began. Displacement has added pressure to existing schools. In conflict-affected 

areas, there are reports of high levels of violence in schools.3 Children on the move continue to face discrimination in 

access to education and are in urgent need of education. An estimated 340,000 school aged children (6-17 years old) 

are in need of education support.4 Adolescents and youth are particularly vulnerable in Libya, including in regard to 

associations with armed groups. 

 

During the first quarter of 2019, child protection gaps and violence against children continue to be reported across 

Libya, commonly linked to armed conflict, high rates of violence in homes, schools and communities, contamination 

from explosive hazards in urban centres, the breakdown of rule of law and deteriorating access to/quality of basic 

services, including child protection services. While Libya does not have a formal United Nations Security Council 

Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (Security Council Resolution 1612), Libya is a situation of concern for grave 

violations against children. An estimated 133,400 children (53,400 girls and 80,000 boys) are in need of child protection 

services.   

 

The steady deterioration of health services and health infrastructure during 2018 is evidenced by the disrupted access 

to and investment in health facilities, as well as the increase in communicable and non-communicable diseases. In 

2019, an estimated 17.5 percent of hospitals, 20 percent of primary health care facilities and 18 specialized hospitals are 

partially damaged or completely destroyed throughout the country. 6,000 children aged 6-59 months (6.5 percent of 

the population) are classified as acutely malnourished and 18,000 children (21 percent of the population) are suffering 

from chronic malnutrition. 

 

Water and sanitation services and infrastructure have continued to deteriorate. At present an estimated 106,000 

children required life-saving WASH humanitarian assistance.5  Displaced and conflict-affected communities are 

particularly vulnerable to the negative consequences of a deterioration in hygiene and sanitation services. Thirty three 

percent of schools in Libya do not have access to WASH services in Libya.6 Maintenance issues with the Man-Made 

River Project remained an issue during the first quarter of 2019 though it still provides water to approximately 60 

percent of the population.7  

 

At the beginning of 2019, Libya remained both a country of destination and transit for mixed migration, including 

children on the move.8 As at December 2018, there were an estimated 663,445 migrants, including almost 60,000 

children, 20,000 of which were separated or unaccompanied.9 Migrants and asylum-seekers face multiple violations of 

their basic rights, including movement restrictions, high levels of gender-based violence, systematic and arbitrary 

                                                        
1 OCHA (November 2018) “Libya Humanitarian Response Plan January-December 2019.” 
2 Ibid. 
3 Coram 2019 “Children in Armed Conflict.” 
4 Ibid.  
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 UNCHR (July 2017) “Mixed Migration Trends in Libya: Changing Dynamics and Protection Challenges” 
9 UNICEF (January 2019) “Libya 2019 Humanitarian Action for Children” 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/libya/mixed-migration-trends-libya-changing-dynamics-and-protection-challenges


   
 

   
 

detention with inhumane conditions, unlawful killings, disappearances, kidnapping, extortion and robbery.10 Children 

on the move have very limited access to or are out of schools and are discriminated against  in regard to access to 

essential healthcare services. Reports also indicate that migrants at times lack access to adequate quality and 

quantities of food.11 

 

Access into and throughout Libya has expanded since the United Nations increased its presence in June 2018. However, 
the government recently passed Degree 286 which may affect civil society organizations’ ability to operate in Libya by 
restricting resource mobilization and permits to operate.  

 

Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance12 
 

Start of humanitarian response: 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 823,000 502,030 320,970 

Children (Under 18) 241,000 118,090 122,910 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

• UNICEF continued to lead the Humanitarian Country Team in the first quarter of 2019 which provides a strategic 

and operational platform for the decision making and oversight of humanitarian operations in Libya. During the 

first quarter of 2019, UNICEF continued to lead the WASH, education and child protection working groups. UNICEF 

is also a member of the Gender Based Violence (GBV) working group and is working with partners to coordinate a 

GBV case management mechanism in the country. In October 2018 UNICEF co-lead the establishment of an inter-

agency Rapid Response Mechanism to deliver assistance during sudden-onset emergencies, the mechanism has 

been established and will be activated in partnership with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the 

World Food Programme (WFP) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).During the first quarter, the 

WASH working group undertook an assessment of WASH facilities in detention centres and participated in two 

multisectoral joint missions- one to Sabha (23-26 February) and another in Benghazi (19-22 March) in order to 

assess WASH programmes and facilitate communication with local municipalities. UNICEF is also a key player in 

the Interagency Nutrition Working Group in Libya and is in the process of working with the Ministry of Health 

(MoH) to conduct a Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) survey to gather 

quality evidence-based data on the nutrition situation in the country. UNICEF has a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to coordinate the referral of 

unaccompanied and separated children of concern on the move and identify safe shelter for them, to strengthen 

non-formal education for children of concern and establish child-friendly spaces in UNHCR’s community 

development centres. UNICEF also has an MoU with the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) to focus on 

child protection, health and nutrition, education and to address the rights and needs and vulnerabilities of children 

and adolescents in Libya. 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF Libya’s 2019 strategy is aligned with the 2019 Libya Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) and UNICEF’s 

Humanitarian Action for Children within the framework of the Core Commitments for Children in humanitarian action. 

UNICEF Libya is in the process of expanding its field presence, scaling up its life-saving operations throughout the country 

and increasing emergency preparedness through prepositioning stocks and establishing municipal contingencies plans. 

 

                                                        
10 UNICEF (Dec 2018). “Solitary journeys of unaccompanied and separated children in Libya”  
11 Medecins Sans Frontiers (March 2019) “Libya: Report on Nutrition Screening Findings in Sabha Detention Centre” 
12 OCHA (October 2018) “Humanitarian Needs Overview 2019” 



   
 

   
 

To better reach children in eastern and southern parts of the country, UNICEF is in the process of establishing a field 

office in Benghazi. During the first quarter of 2019, UNICEF conducted three field visits to Sabha to assess ongoing 

programmes and operational capacity in the south. 

 

UNICEF has a presence in four municipalities, in addition to the capital city of Tripoli. During the first quarter of 2019, 

UNICEF partnered with 12 national and international nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) in 12 municipalities located 

throughout the country and prioritized programmes in conflict-affected municipalities.  

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response    
 

Education  

During the reporting period, UNICEF launched its partnership with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) which aims 
to support 5,600 Libyan and non-Libyan vulnerable children and adolescents (6 to 17 years) in Tripoli and Benghazi with 
access to quality education, including remedial and catch-up classes, psychosocial support, teaching and learning 
materials, and teacher professional development.  
 
In this first quarter, UNICEF through its new partnership with UNICEF trained 13 teachers (nine females and four males) 
in Tripoli on Child Safeguarding, Teachers in Crisis Context and Basic Literacy & Numeracy to support non-formal 
education for children on the move. Furthermore, five schools (five formal out of which three will be used for non-
formal education support) have been identified in Ain Zara, Abu Selim and Sayed Camp to benefit an estimated 1,500 
children.  
 
In southern Libya, specifically Sabha, rehabilitation of schools with a focus on WASH facilities is ongoing in five schools 
-two formal schools and three community schools) and will be completed in quarter two to benefit an estimated 1,500 
children.13  
 
UNICEF through its partnership with CESVI and Multaqana continued delivering remedial and catch up classes to 180 
children that include IDP, non-displaced and migrant children (98 boys and 82 girls), including Tawerghan communities 
in Tripoli as well as children from Sudan, Iraq, Palestine, Nigeria, Eritrea, Syria. During the first quarter of 2019, UNICEF 
worked with partners in the east and south of Libya to prepare interventions for the rest of 2019. 
 

Child Protection   

During the first quarter of 2019, in partnership with the local partners, Al-Nahla, Attadamon for Rehabilitation, Noor Al 

Hayat, and Multakana, UNICEF reached 17,457 children (9,260 girls and 8,197 boys) with structured recreational and 

psychosocial activities in community-based child friendly spaces, schools, BAYTI centres and mobile teams in Tripoli, 

Tarhouna, and Zintan.  

  
In partnership with Essafa Center for Mental Health, a total of 2,034 children (1,082 girls and 952 boys) survivors of 

violence (including gender-based violence) in Tripoli, Benghazi and Sabha received specialized child protection services, 

including case management, referrals and specialized psychosocial support services to contribute to their overall 

wellbeing, psychological health, and recovery.  

  
In Zintan, 431 children/adolescents (156 girls and 275 boys) at risk of association with armed groups, who have been 

identified by UNICEF in consultation with communities, schools and the municipality, received psychosocial support and 

reintegration services, including life skills. UNICEF and its partner Attadamon for Rehabilitation and Psychosocial 

Support continued to support a total of 120 adolescents released from armed groups in 2017.These adolescents receive 

specialized psychosocial support, recreational activities, education and life skills as well as economic opportunities 

through vocational training. 

  

                                                        
13 The total number of children reached will be available in quarter 2. 



   
 

   
 

In partnership with Al Tadamon, Noor el Hayat and Essafa Centre for Mental Health, UNICEF trained 373 child protection 

social actors and staff (242 female and 131 male) from partner NGOs on child protection and psychosocial support in 

Tripoli, Benghazi and Sabha. Additionally, 4,027 parents and community members (2,572 female and 1,455 male) were 

reached with awareness messages and information on ending violence against children.   

  
During the reporting period, UNICEF worked in partnership with CESVI on the provision of psychosocial support for 128 

internally displaced Tawerghan children (61 girls and 67 boys) residing with their families in four camps in Tripoli.  
 

Health 

In a follow up to the nation-wide Measles, Rubella ,Polio vaccination and Vitamin A supplementation campaign 
implemented by the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) Libya in close collaboration and support with UNICEF, 
WHO and IOM at the end of 2018 which successfully reached 2.65 million children during the first quarter of 2019 UNICEF 
worked with partners to assess the coverage/results of the vaccination campaign and supported planning for improved 
expanded programme on immunization (EPI) coverage during 2019 and beyond.  
 
During the first quarter of 2019, no additional vaccine campaigns were conducted by the NCDC continued to conduct 
routine immunization which will be reported on at the end of the year. UNICEF is following up with the NCDC for possible 
conduction of vaccine preventable disease outbreak vaccination.  
 
During the first quarter of 2019, UNICEF procured essential maternal and child health (MCH) equipment, supplies and 
medicines for 14 health facilities, including secondary level hospitals in Ubari, Jallo, Brak and Solouq. The MCH packages 
will be distributed for 44,000 people (29,900 females and 14,500 males) which includes 2,425 refugees, 2,875 internally 
displaced people, and 39,100 Libyans during the second quarter of 2019 in coordination with MoH, WHO, IOM and the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).  
 

Nutrition  

To prevent malnutrition for vulnerable women and children in Libya, during the first quarter of 2019 UNICEF provided 

High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) to 1,975 women and 716 children aged 6 to 59 months in 18 detention centres. UNICEF also 

provided ad-hoc support to UNHCR, International Medical Corps (IMC) and Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) is 

assessing the nutritional status of detainees, asylum seekers and vulnerable populations located in detention centres.  

 
Through the Interagency Nutrition Working Group, UNICEF is working with the Ministry of Health (MoH) and the Bureau 
of Statistics and Census to launch a Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) 
Nutrition Survey in Libya. This survey will enable UNICEF and the MoH to lead nutrition programme planning, 
implementation, monitoring and documentation in Libya.   
 

WASH  

During the first quarter of 2019, UNICEF finalized its WASH Annual Work Plan with the General Authority of Water 

(GAWR) for programmes related to WASH service delivery, humanitarian response, coordination, evidence generation 

and capacity building.  

 

UNICEF, in collaboration with GAWR, completed the first countrywide institutional and technical assessment of the 

national water systems administered by the three service providers of Libya’s Man-Made River project. Following the 

assessment, in February 2019 a verification workshop was conducted but the results have not yet been published. 

UNICEF also assessed water systems in four conflict-affected municipalities, namely Zintan, Benghazi, Abueslem 

(Tripoli) and Tawerga city. These assessments will enable UNICEF and national water service providers to identify 

priorities to ensure continued and improved resilient water service delivery, including for conflict affected 

communities.   

On 21 March 2018 through UNICEF child friendly centres- BAYTI- UNICEF provided essential hygiene items and critical 

WASH-related information to 250 people as part of a world water day event.  

 



   
 

   
 

During this period UNICEF planned to complete the rehabilitation of WASH facilities in the Janzour Detention Centre 

though this project was delayed due to belated approval of the Department of Combatting Illegal Migration. 

 

UNICEF also worked to assess and prepare the contracts for rehabilitating WASH centres in health facilities in schools.  

 

Security 
During the first quarter of 2019, the Libyan National Army (LNA) continued to control eastern and southern territories 
of the country and to expand its control in the southern and north-western parts of the country. The situation in Tripoli 
and western areas of the country, however, remained volatile during this reporting period due to the different armed 
factions controlling different parts of the city and to the uncertainty of the LNA’s plans.  
 

Funding  
In 2019, UNICEF Libya is appealing for US$23.4 million. As of March 2019, the funding gap is 77 percent and the only 
funds being used for the UNICEF Libya 2019 were carry-over contributions ($3.8m) from 2018. Adequate and timely 
funding support is urgently required to enable UNICEF to continue providing life-saving support and reach all 
vulnerable children in Libya throughout the rest of 2019.  
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/01/2019 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Health and Nutrition (Child 
Survival and Development)   

4,554,555 97,165 781,570 3,675,820 80.71% 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) 

4,529,650 126,164 477,544 3,925,942 86.67% 

Child Protection 7,472,245 847,164 748,676 5,876,405 78.64% 

Education 6,881,526 467,164 1,887,636 4,526,725 65.78% 

Total 23,437,976 1,537,657 3,895,427 18,004,892 76.82% 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year.  

 

Next SitRep: 15/07/2019 
 

UNICEF Libya Facebook 
UNICEF Libya Twitter 
UNCIEF Libya HAC 2019 

 
Who to contact for 
further information: 

 

Dr Abdel-Rahman Ghandour  
Special Representative 
Libya Country Office, 
Tel: +218 910012132 
Email: arghandour@unicef.org 

Mr Mostafa Omar 
Communication Specialist 
Libya Country Office, 
Tel: +218 910 012 129 
        +216 990 708 15 
Email: mosomar@unicef.org 

Ms Laura Morris  
Reports and Donor Relations Officer 
Libya Country Office, 
Tel: +218 912508649 
Email: lmorris@unicef.org 

 

 
 
 
 
  

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Funicef.libya%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C41858caf93ef4e5118e108d688679b0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636846375888229059&sdata=krMS3yYT9e1p2ExJhznir2liHhghiwEbRlsJ%2Bh%2BURvc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUnicefLibya&data=02%7C01%7C%7C41858caf93ef4e5118e108d688679b0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636846375888239063&sdata=mPYj%2BHsms26cDJS3VMwihr%2BImt%2F9KEjr5cFG0Px21Rk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unicef.org%2Fappeals%2Ffiles%2F2019-HAC-Libya.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C41858caf93ef4e5118e108d688679b0b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636846375888239063&sdata=BtCs6isH%2B7FLjt9DiLwMgAMVqplRF4Hs%2BSeORuF%2F6FQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:arghandour@unicef.org
mailto:mosomar@unicef.org


   
 

   
 

Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 

                                                        
14 No UNICEF supported vaccine campaign has been conducted during the first quarter of 2019. Routine immunization, however continues through the NCDC. 
15 UNICEF procured the required supplies during the first quarter of 2019 but did not distribute because UNICEF is in consultation with the government to finalize a programme 
in 24 municipalities which includes the distribution of health kits or the high levels of insecurity starting in April 2019 delayed their distribution to intended sites.  
16 UNICEF is in consultation with the government to finalize a programme in 24 municipalities which includes providing life-saving chare to newborn children.  
17 During the first quarter of 2019, UNICEF was in the process of establishing a partnership with a national implementing partner to roll out programmes for providing improved 
access to sanitation facilities to targeted areas. 
18 During the first quarter of 2019, UNICEF was in the process of establishing a partnership with a national implementing partner to roll out programmes for providing essential 
hygiene items and critical WASH related information to targeted personnes.  
19 Assessment and preparation of contracts for rehabilitation of WASH facilities in schools and health centres was ongoing during the first quarter of 2019. 
20 UNICEF is in discussion with MOE to agree on the supply package and number of reached children will be reflected in Q2 in addition to the agreements with partners in the 
pipeline. 
21 School rehabilitation is ongoing, the number of children reached with improved learning environment to be reflected upon completion. 
22 Teacher training has been planned for Q2 and numbers of teachers reached will be reflected accordingly. 

 
UNICEF and IPs* Sector Response 

 
Overall 
needs 

2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

 2019 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
▲▼ 

NUTRITION         

# of children aged 6 to 59 months (girls and boys) who 
received emergency nutrition services, including 
screening, treatment, supplementation and referrals 

 5,500 716 716    
 

# of children, Pregnant and lactating Women (PLW) 
received multiple micro-nutrients 

 5,500 1,975 1,975  
 

  

HEALTH         

# of children (girls and boys) vaccinated against 
vaccine-preventable diseases. 

 250,000 014 0    

# people receiving a minimum package of health 
services through fixed or mobile facilities 

553,704 21,750 015 0 388,000 109,993 109,993 

# of New-borns received essential lifesaving care   2,750 016 0    

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

# of people provided with the minimum quantity of 
safe drinking water in line with international standards 

266,919 60,000 017 0 60,000 40,592 40,592 

# of people with improved access to sanitation 
facilities 266,919 20,000 

 

018 

 

 

0 

 
30,000 

 
 

406 

 
 

406 

# of people received essential hygiene items and 
critical WASH-related information 

266,919 30,000 250 250 40,000 
 
 

4,345 
 
 

4,345 

# of children provided with improved WASH facilities 
in schools and health centres 

126,688 20,000 019 0 20,000 
 
 

186 
 
 

186 

CHILD PROTECTION         

# of children (girls and boys) received psychosocial 
support and recreational activities in schools, 
community centres or child-friendly spaces 

119,000 93,450 17,457 17,457 69,000 17,457 17,457 

# of Children (girls and boys) supported with 
specialized child protection services 

133,000 4,000 2,034 2,034 50,000 2,034 2,034 

# of actors’ males and females from service providers 
and/or institutions trained on CP approaches 

 700 373 373 1,400 373 373 

# of individuals reached by awareness raising activities 
(Communicating with Communities) 

 40,000 4,027 4,027 76,500 4,027 
4,0274,0

27 

# of children (Girls and Boys) reached by Mine Risk 
Education activities. 

 6,000 0 0 11,300 
 

0 
 

0 

EDUCATION        

# of School-aged children (boys and girls) accessing 
formal/non-formal education services 

82,681 64,000 180 
 

180 71,236 
 

836 
 

836 

# of Children (boys and girls) having received essential 
learning materials and supplies 

92,980 80,000 020 
 

0 71,236 
 

1,400 
 

1,400 

# of School aged children (girls & boys) accessing 
rehabilitated and repaired educational 
facilities/prefabricated classrooms  

72,830 14,500 021 0 14,500 0 00 

# of Teachers and education personnel trained on 
child cantered and protective pedagogy  

1,100 600 022 
 

0 900 
 

0 
 

0 


