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Situation in Numbers 

250,000 
children in need of 

humanitarian assistance 

 

1,600,000 
people in need 

(Libya Humanitarian 

Response Plan) 

 

301,407 
Internally displaced people 

(IDPs)  

 

655,144 

Registered Migrants in the 

country 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 
 

Highlights 
• On 16 December the Libyan National Army (LNA) announced a ‘zero 

hour’ to capture Tripoli and the rest of western Libya. This resulted in 
intensified fighting, including indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas, 
in Southern Tripoli and Western Libya and displaced 9,863 families 
(149,315 individuals, approx. 59,726 children) from their homes. 

• Children continue to pay the highest price in the conflict in Libya: since 
the launch of ‘zero hour’ to take Tripoli and Western Libya on 16 
December five schools have been partially destroyed and 210 
schools were forced to close in Ain Zara, Abu Salim and Souq Al 
Jumaa area, pushing 115,000 children out of school.  

• The UNICEF humanitarian response remains underfunded. The 
current funding gap stands at US$14.8 million until the end of 2019 
with major funding gaps in all life-saving health and nutrition, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, education and child protection activities. 
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UNICEF Appeal 2019 

US$ 23.4 million 

Funding Status (in US$) 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
In 2019, UNICEF appealed for US $23.4 million to sustain the provision of life-saving services for vulnerable and conflict-

affected children in Libya. The UN Central Emergency Response Fund, the German Development Cooperation, the 

Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency generously 

contributed to UNICEF’s humanitarian response in Libya. UNICEF expresses its sincere gratitude to all public donors 

for the contributions received. However, the 2019 HAC faced a funding gap of 63 per cent by end year. In 2020, UNICEF 

requires US $26.3 million to meet the needs of 415,000 people, including 343,000 children. Funds are critically needed 

to deliver essential health, nutrition, WASH, child protection and education services to conflict-affected and vulnerable 

Libyan and non-Libyan women and children. Without sufficient funding, UNICEF will not be able to continue providing 

life-saving interventions, such as immunization for 250,000 children or mine risk education for 50,000 children.   

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

Over seven years of conflict in Libya affected 1.6 million people at the beginning of 2019, of whom 823,000 were in need 

of humanitarian assistance—including 241,000 children.1 The majority of those in need are located in urban areas, 

primarily in the west and east, though the less-dense and rural south also remains highly vulnerable. 

The latest escalation of hostilities, which began in April 2019, featured indiscriminate attacks on populated areas and 

infrastructure that disproportionately affected civilians and put up to 500,000 children at risk. At least 284 civilians were 

killed and 363 were injured2 while more than 140,000 people were internally displaced.3 Some internally displaced 

people reside with extended families in host communities, while others have found refuge in shelters (including 

converted schools) in and around Tripoli.  

At least five schools were partially destroyed in December and 115,000 children in 210 schools in Ain Zara, Abu Salim 

and Souq Al Jum’aa were prevented from attending classes until end year.4 WASH infrastructure and services have 

also deteriorated significantly, with only 65% of households connected to the public water network and 90% of untreated 

waste water being disposed directly into the sea—increasing the risk of waterborne illness. Children increasingly suffer 

from psychosocial distress due to the conflict and remain highly vulnerable to unexploded remnants of war. 

Libya is also a leading transit country for refugees and migrants—over 630,000 migrants are currently registered, 

including more than 57,000 children. Of the latter, nearly 15,000 were separated or unaccompanied and at high risk of 

exploitation and abuse.5 Approximately 101,073 migrants are living in conflict-affected Tripoli of which 4,475 are held in 

detention in Tripoli close to the conflict-lines.6 The Central Mediterranean Route from Libya to Europe remains the 

deadliest in the region, with 750 deaths recorded in 2019.7  

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Health 

In Q4 2019, UNICEF and the Ministry of Health (MoH) provided child, maternal and neo-natal supplies and medicines 

to primary health care facilities supporting conflict-affected or displaced persons in western and southern Libya, 

benefitting over 42,000 people.8 UNICEF reached a much higher target than the original plan for 2019 due to the uptick 

of violence in Western Libya and Murzuq which increased needs in health facilities. Specifically, UNICEF responded to 

the escalation of insecurity and violence in Western Libya by providing ten health facilities sufficient supplies and 

medicines to support 36,500 conflict-affected people. UNICEF and the MoH also distributed refrigerators to ensure the 

quality and capacity of cold chain vaccine maintenance in 37 municipalities in the east, west and south. In addition, 

UNICEF supported the provision of new-born care services, reaching almost 3,800 children. 

Nutrition 

As part of the strategy to prevent malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies, during the reporting period UNICEF and 

partners provided emergency nutrition services to vulnerable children and pregnant and lactating women in 10 detention 

centres in western Libya as well as the Gathering and Departure Facility in Tripoli. 800 children (aged 6 to 59 months) 

received life-saving nutrition services and screening, while almost 3,700 children and pregnant and lactating women 

received micronutrients and 70 malnourished detainees received Ready to Use Therapeutic Food.   

 
1 2019 Libya Humanitarian Response Plan, OCHA, January 2019 
2 SRSG, Statement on the Situation on Libya, 29 December 2019 
3 IOM Libya Update 16-31 December 2019, IOM, 31 December 2019 
4 Information from the Ministry of Education  
5 Displacement Tracking Matrix Libya’s Migrant Routes Round 27 -August-September DTM, September 2019 
6 IOM (16-31 December 2019) IOM Libya Update 
7 UNHCR, Operations Portal Refugee Situation, 30 December 2019 
8 Tripoli, Al jfara, Msellata, Garrabolli, Tajoura and Murzuq. 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

From October to December 2019, UNICEF and partners provided safe water and sanitation services to 41,374 people9 

in conflict-affected areas through water trucking, rehabilitation of water systems in collective and detention centres, and 

installation of water bladders. In addition, UNICEF rehabilitated WASH facilities in a conflict-affected school in Tripoli, 

benefiting 1,200 schoolchildren10 and distributed hygiene kits (via the Rapid Response Mechanism) to 14,659 persons11 

in the southern towns of Murzuk, Sebha, Wadi Utba and Sowani. UNICEF also responded to the needs of refugees and 

migrants held in detention and collective centres, providing hygiene items, sanitation and safe drinking water to over 

68,100 people and rehabilitating sanitation facilities, benefitting 3,625 people.12  

Education 

In Q4 2019, UNICEF and partners focused on providing access to formal and non-formal educational opportunities to 

vulnerable children, particularly those affected by the ongoing conflict. In formal education, UNICEF provided essential 

learning materials to over 21,900 children13 in Tripoli and Benghazi during the Back to School campaign and over 8,000 

children14  in Azzawya and Benghazi benefitted from rehabilitated classrooms; overall reach was impeded by the 

escalation of violence since April 2019, as well as by a teacher strike at the start of the 2019-2020 academic school 

year. In addition, 31,265 children participated in recreational activities in learning centres and 265 teachers15 were 

trained on child protection-centred pedagogy in Ain Zara, Hai Andalus, Sabratha, Sabha, Suq Aljumaa and Tripoli, 

enabling them to conduct summer school classes. More than 5,500 children16 in conflict-affected areas benefitted from 

non-formal education, though hostilities limited partners’ access to some areas. 

Child Protection 

UNICEF continued to support vulnerable children and caregivers cope with distress and adversity and reduce their direct 

exposure to violence. During the reporting period, 7,912 children and caregivers17 benefited from recreational and 

psychosocial activities in schools, child friendly spaces and Baity Centres18 across Libya. In collaboration with partners, 

eight additional Baity Centres were established in Benghazi, Tripoli, Misrata, Zwara and Sebha. More than 10,000 

people19 across the country were also reached with messages about child protection and mine risks and over 6,800 

children 20  and 2,639 adults21  received child-centred explosive ordnance risk education by UNICEF and partners. 

UNICEF also produced and aired two Explosive Emanates Risk Education radio spots to spread key safety messages 

and encourage citizens to report explosive hazards, reaching an estimated 245,000 people.  

UNICEF and partners also distributed winter clothes to three detention centres and the LRC shelter targeting 124 

children with nationalities from across the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Two Best Interest Determination panel meetings 

were held with UNHCR and IOM to assess the protection needs and address durable solutions for four migrant children. 

In addition, UNICEF trained 37 child protection actors22 (16 female, 21 male) on the Baity model and standard operating 

procedures, as well as three accredited trainings of trainers on Explosive Ordnance Risk Education. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy 
UNICEF is an active member of the United Nations Country Team, the Humanitarian Country Team and leads the United 

Nations Communication Group as well as the WASH and Education Sectors and the Child Protection sub-sector. The 

major objectives during the reporting period were responding to the emergency in western Libya and preparing for the 

2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview. 

UNICEF has a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UNHCR to coordinate the referral of unaccompanied and 

separated children of concern, identify safe shelter alternatives, strengthen non-formal education and establish child-

friendly spaces in UNHCR’s community development centres. UNICEF also has an MoU with IOM on child protection, 

health and nutrition, education and to address the rights, needs and vulnerabilities of children and adolescents. On 30 

 
9 20,263 male, 21,111 female. 
10 588 girls, 612 boys. 
11 7,182 male, 7,447 female. 
12 1,829 male, 1,796 female. 
13 11,062 female, 10,846 male. 
14 4,117 girls, 3,947 boys. 
15 120 female, 84 male. 
16 2,715 female, 2,814 male. 
17 3,974 boys, 3,647 girls, 96 male, 195 female 
18 Multisectoral centres for child protection, gender-based violence, health, education and adolescent/youth participation. 
19 4,537 male and 5,473 female. 
20 3,614 boys, 3,227 girls. 
21 1,660 men, 979 women. 
22 16 female, 21 male. 
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UNICEF signed an MoU with IOM, UNFPA and WFP to implement the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) modality 

providing emergency assistance to displaced populations at the onset of a crisis. 

As part of the Humanitarian Programme Cycle for 2020, the Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) identified the 

priority child protection needs of 160,000 children23 and 59,871 caregivers24 in 34 baladiyas. The CPWG response plan 

for 2020 will address the most urgent needs of more than 100,000 children and adolescents25 and 36,198 caregivers26 

and developed an operational framework in consultation with national and international partners. In addition, the Case 

Management Task Force under the CPWG finalised case management forms and drafted inter-agency case 

management standard operating procedures. As of December 2019, the CPWG has 12 implementing partners and 

reached 91,673 children in need. As co-chair of the Inter-agency Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) 

Network, UNICEF is contextualising PSEA information, education and communication materials in collaboration with 

UNFPA. A draft PSEA inter-agency action plan has been developed and to be endorsed by the HCT. 

During the reporting period UNICEF, as Education Cluster lead, conducted the first ever Joint Education Needs 

Assessment, the findings of which were used to prepare the Humanitarian Response Plan for 2020. The WASH sector 

provided support to populations displaced from the conflict in western Libya while continuing to advocate that water 

infrastructure is respected by all parties to the conflict and is not used as a tool of war.  

Human Interest Stories and External Media 
Digital technology and social media have been increasingly utilized by UNICEF Libya to reach and motivate supporters 

around Libya and showcases the programmes implemented by UNICEF and partners. As of 23 January 2020, UNICEF 

had 43,359 likes and 44,000 followers on Facebook, while the UNICEF Libya Twitter account has 14,800 followers and 

the Instagram account has 2,338 followers. Between December 2018 and December 2019, engagement on Facebook 

grew by 63%; Twitter by 160% and Instagram by 92%. The rapid growth across the three platforms is due to the shift in 

strategy to use the social media as a main source of credible information about children status in Libya. 

Human Interest Story: My journey in Libya started 3 years ago when my husband, my twins and I decided to move to 

Libya in order to start a better life and seek better opportunities, the experience was challenging as I had to leave the 

rest of my children back home in Niger with my mom. In addition to that adapting to a totally different environment and 

culture, not to forget to mention the language barrier. I lived in Ain Zara until the conflict broke out, we heard very loud 

bombs later on we had to relocate and move to Souq Aljuma shortly after I heard about Baity center and started as a 

volunteer to support in teaching French which was my occupation back home. Read the full story here. 

Next SitRep: 15 April 2020 
UNICEF Libya Humanitarian Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/libya.html 

UNICEF Libya Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/unicef.libya/ 

UNICEF Libya Twitter Account: https://twitter.com/UnicefLibya 

UNICEF Libya LinkedIn Account: https://www.linkedin.com/in/unicef-libya-8b1797155/ 
 

 

  

 
23 70,560 girls and 89,446 boys. 
24 28,297 females and 31,574 males. 
25 44,644 girls and 58,027 boys. 
26 17,231 females and 18,967 males. 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Abdel-Rahman Ghandour 

Special Representative 

Libya Country Office  

+216 99981718/ +218 910012132 

arghandour@unicef.org  

Alla Almsri 

Communications Officer 

Libya Country Office  

+218 910012129 

aalmsri@unicef.org 

 

http://bit.ly/2V1uJRB
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/libya.html
https://www.facebook.com/unicef.libya/
https://twitter.com/UnicefLibya
https://www.linkedin.com/in/unicef-libya-8b1797155/
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results27 

  Cluster/Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2019 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

2019 

target 
Total results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

# of children aged 6 to 59 months (girls 

and boys) who received emergency 

nutrition services, including screening, 

treatment, supplementation and 

referrals 

    5,500 1,901 ▲ 800 

# of children, Pregnant and lactating 

Women (PLW) received multiple micro-

nutrients 

    5,500 8,979 ▲ 3,694 

Health        

# of Children (girls and boys) vaccinated 

against vaccine-preventable diseases. 
    250,000 028 0 

# of people receiving a minimum 

package of health services through 

fixed or mobile facilities 

553,704 393,000 278,519 0 21,750 460,50129 ▲ 42,085 

Number of Newborns received essential 

lifesaving care 
    2,750 8,67930 ▲ 3,791 

WASH        

# of people provided with the minimum 

quantity of safe drinking water in line 

with international standards 

266,919 60,000 106,719 ▲41,374 60,000 65,37131 ▲ 41,374 

# of people with improved access to 

sanitation facilities 
266,919 30,000 166,260 ▲157,625 20,000 164,11532 ▲ 3,625 

# of people received essential hygiene 

items and critical WASH-related 

information 

266,919 40,000 57,423 ▲26,746 30,000 41,696 ▲14,659 

# of children provided with improved 

WASH facilities in schools and health 

centers 

126,688 20,000 20,586 ▲19,400 20,000 19,400 ▲1,200 

Child Protection        

# of children (girls and boys) received 

psychosocial support and recreational 

activities in schools, community centers 

or child-friendly spaces 

140,000 80,000 91,671 ▲13,717 93,450 89,27033 ▲ 7,912 

# of Children (girls and boys) supported 

with specialized child protection 

services 

489,000 138,000 7,847 ▼969 4,000 7,80834 ▲ 635 

# of actors’ males and females from 

service providers and/or institutions 

trained on CP approaches 

 2,000 1,061 ▼15 700 86235 ▲ 37 

Number of individuals reached by 

awareness raising activities 

(Communicating with Communities) 

440,000 200,000 13,902 ▲256,888 40,000 30,14236 ▲10,010 

# of children (Girls and Boys) reached 

by Mine Risk Education activities. 
  8,816  6,000 8,034 ▲ 6,841 

Education        

 
27 Part of these results were achieved through non-emergency (SC) funding 
28 UNICEF supported the EPI program and the reached children will be reported at the end of the year.  
29 UNICEF reached higher than initial target during the reporting period due to escalated emergency response. In Western Libya and the ethnic 
conflict in Murzuq 
30 UNICEF reached higher than initial target during the reporting period due to escalated emergency response. 
31 Because of inadequate funding, not all the targeted families were reached.  
32 Due to the increase in conflict and desludging activities in affected municipalities benefiting high number of people 
33 Out of this number, 48,182 were funded by SC grants (Italy and EU) 
34 Out of this number, 6,536 were funded by SC grants (EU and Germany) and UNICEF reached a higher number of children than the original target 
due to the escalated emergency response. 
35 Out of this number, 633 were funded by SC grants (ORR Germany) and UNICEF reached a higher number than the target during the reporting 
period due to the escalated emergency response 
36 Out of this number, 7,506 were funded by SC grants (Italy, EU, and ORR Germany), low reach can be attributed to operational challenges 
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# of School-aged children (boys and 

girls) accessing formal/non-formal 

education services 

82,681 71,236 14,008 ▲8,906 64,000 9,19137 ▲ 5,529 

# of Children (boys and girls) having 

received essential learning materials 

and supplies 

92,980 71,236 28,936 ▲21,794 80,000 24,36938 ▲21,908 

# of School aged children (girls & boys) 

accessing rehabilitated and repaired 

educational facilities/prefabricated 

classrooms 

72,830 14,500 20,999 ▲13,317 14,500 17,28039 ▲8,064 

# of Teachers and education personnel 

trained on child centered and protective 

pedagogy 

94,130 900 962 ▼167 600 95440 ▲265 

# of Children receiving 

psychosocial/recreational activities in 

schools and learning spaces 

92,980 65,266 54,995 ▲33,876 59,000 32,81841 ▲29,897 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Health and Nutrition 

(Child Survival and 

Development) 

4,554,555 1,608,421 781,570 2,164,564 47.53% 

Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene (WASH) 
4,529,650 373,765 477,544 3,678,341 81.21% 

Child Protection 7,472,245 2,009,214 748,676 4,714,355 63.09% 

Education 6,881,526 714,763 1,887,636 4,279,127 62.18% 

Total 23,437,976 4,706,163 3,895,426 14,836,387 63.30% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/01/2019 for a period of 24 months 

 

 
37 This was funded by SC grants (EU Migrants and Global Education). UNICEF and its partners are planning to reach more children in Q4 of 2019, 
therefore, in pipeline. 
38 UNICEF and its partners are planning to distribute supplies in Q4 of 2019, therefore, in pipeline. 
39 This was funded by SC grants (ECHO and Germany).   
40 This was funded by SC grants (EU Migrants and EU Youth). UNICEF and its partners are planning to implement more training in the 4th quarter of 
2019, therefore, in pipeline.  
41 This activity will be reported against in the upcoming quarter, no progress has been achieved to date due to restrictions partner faced. 


