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SITUATION OVERVIEW & HUMANITARIAN NEEDS  

Drought Affected Areas 

· Heavy rains have been experienced in northwestern Kenya with several cases of flash floods reported in 
Kisumu East, Nyando, and Turkana districts.  Around Kakuma, an estimated 60,000 people are affected by the 
floods.   The GOK forecasts a high risk of flooding in the Nzoia Basin in the coming days.    

· Weekly surveillance reports further indicate a deteriorating food security situation in Turkana, Wajir, Moyale, 
Mandera, Marsabit and Kajiado districts based on increased admissions of severely malnourished children 
and migrations of households in search of food and water.  

· Districts with the highest number of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) cases currently include Mandera, 
Turkana, Wajir and West Pokot.  
 

Highlights 

· In the drought-affected areas, 
· Weekly surveillance reports indicate a deteriorating situation in Turkana, Wajir, Moyale, Mandera, 

Marsabit and Kajiado districts. 
· Heavy rains have been experienced in northwestern Kenya with several cases of flash flooding in Kisumu 

East, Nyando, and Turkana districts reported.  Around Kakuma, an estimated 60,000 people experienced 
flooding for a 48-hour period with water sources, latrines and homes damaged.  Advance water 
treatment supplies were provided by UNICEF the day after the flooding with additional quantities 
dispatched this week.  

· The major health challenge in drought affected areas of Turkana is measles; while areas in northwestern 
Kenya receiving heavy rainfall are likely to report outbreaks of acute watery diarrhoea and possibly 
cholera.   

· The Kakuma Refugee Camp Hospital reported 26 suspected and 3 confirmed measles cases in the host 
community.  UNICEF has agreed to supply 150,000 doses of measles vaccine to be sent 18 August 2011.  

· In response to the cholera and dengue fever alerts issued by the MoH this week in Northeastern 
Province, UNICEF provided funding for surveillance, outreach and supervisory activities totalling USD 
$57,333.  Additionally, UNICEF will shortly dispatch 15 health kits to Northeastern Province, Turkana 
County and Upper Eastern Province. 

· In the Dadaab camps,  
· 30 new suspected cases of measles were admitted into the 3 Dadaab hospitals.  The majority of the 

cases are in the older age group of 15 and above.  The situation is being carefully monitored since WHO 
has confirmed an outbreak of cholera in Somalia that is fast-spreading.  

· New severe malnutrition admissions to the three Dadaab hospitals have increased this week and now 
stands at 677.  Moderate malnutrition admissions have remained the same as last week at 550.    

· UNICEF has provided 2000 cartons of RUTF to UNHCR to reach the current caseload of 5,561 children 
and two additional tents to be used for treatment of severe cases of malnutrition. 

· Measles vaccinations for newly arriving refugees aged 6 months to 29 years in all three camps 
continued with UNICEF providing 324,000 doses of measles vaccine.  The vaccine is estimated to be 
adequate for the total target population of 48,600 newly arriving refugee children and young people for 
a period of one month.  1,200 refugees have been vaccinated per day since last week when the 
campaign started.  

· The overall population in the three camps at Dadaab as of 17
th

 August, 2011 stands at 409,240 persons.   
 

· Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, called 
for a strengthened regional response to combat drought impacts and a focus on host communities, during 
her mission to Kenya and Somalia from 11-13 August.  
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See below graph related to the management of severe acute malnutrition for under-five 
children 

 

 
 
 

· The Kenyan Minister of State for Special Programmes has convened a task force on the distribution, planning, 
coordination and monitoring of food distribution following reports of misappropriation of food aid through 
the repackaging of food aid and selling at local markets in Nairobi and Kitale.  

· The major health challenge in drought affected areas of Turkana is measles, while areas in northern Kenya 
receiving heavy rainfall are likely to report outbreaks of acute watery diarrhoea and possible cholera.  Ijara 
district in Northeastern Province reported the highest number of cases of acute diarrhoea, 272 cases, with no 
mortality and no confirmation of cholera. 

· There is a serious threat of cholera spreading from Somalia into Kenya, to both refugees and host 
communities, along the refugee migratory routes.  The Northeastern Provincial Health Team raised alerts this 
week on possible outbreaks of cholera and dengue fever.  

· A joint assessment conducted by UNICEF and the MoH in Turkana County last week has indicated additional 
needs for vaccines and cold chain equipment which will need to be urgently addressed. The MoH has vaccines 
available for distribution and UNICEF is advocating for an immediate airlift to Kakuma using UNHCR flights.  
Ten refrigerators have already been purchased by Merlin, a UNICEF partner in Turkana, for dispatchment to 
the health facilities in greatest need.  UNICEF is also placing an urgent procurement to purchase additional 
cold chain equipment. 
 

Dadaab Refugee Camps 

· 5561 affected by severe acute malnutrition and 11,743 affected by moderate acute malnutrition   
· WHO has confirmed a cholera outbreak in Somalia that is fast spreading, and may ultimately reach the camp, 

if optimal control measures are not instituted.  A joint meeting between UNICEF Kenya, UNICEF Somalia, 
UNICEF ESARO, and WHO has been held; available supplies have been inventoried; and a response plan 
developed including requests to borrow additional supplies from neighboring UNICEF offices. 

· 30 new suspected cases of measles were admitted into the 3 Dadaab hospitals.  The largest number of 
admissions was at Dagahaley Hospital with 22 cases.  The majority of the cases are in the older age group of 
15 and above.   

· The number of new admissions in the three Dadaab camps due to severe malnutrition has increased this 
week and now stands at 677; while new moderate malnutrition admissions have remained the same as last 
week at 550.    

· The overall population in the three camps at Dadaab now stands at 406,385 persons.  There were 6,552 new 
arrivals during the week of 8-14 August 2011.  Daily arrivals of approximately 1,000 have further contributed 

6869 6753 
5834 5638 

6475 
7121 6913 6391 5873 6019 

4244 

8805 8996 9234 

12004 

13743 
14589 

16122 

17686 

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

18000

20000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July

2010 2011

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

u
n

d
e

r 
fi

ve
s 

SAM Caseload 2010-2011 



3 

 

to the registration backlog now totalling 37,992.
1
  UNHCR has procured supplies for the Department of 

Refugee Affairs to accelerate the refugee registration process.  It is expected that this will help clear the 
backlog in registration to manageable levels. 

· The main interests of the media during the week were nutrition, health and GBV with most visits to the 
registration points of the three camps; the stabilization centres; and the outskirt areas of camps.   

 
 
 

INTER-AGENCY COLLABORATION & KEY PARTNERSHIPS 
 

Humanitarian Coordination Structure 

· The Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, 
called for a strengthened regional response to combat the drought impacts and a focus on host communities 
during her mission to Kenya and Somalia from 11-13 August.  

· A two-day workshop on strengthening Early Recovery and Disaster Risk Reduction in the Kenya 2011+ 
Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan Appeal document from 16-17 August in Nairobi. 

· The weekly inter-sector meeting was held on 16 August and UNICEF’s cluster leads attended. 
· Emergency nutrition interventions are coordinated through the Nutrition Technical Forum (NTF).  The NTF is 

comprised of government, UN agencies, national and international NGO partners, academic institutions, 
donors and the Kenya Red Cross.  

· National emergency health responses are coordinated through two structures:  (i) the Nutrition and Health 
Sector Coordinating Group which meets bi-weekly and (ii) the Health Technical Working Group (TWG) which 
meets weekly.  The last TWG meeting was held on 8 August, while the most recent sector coordination 
meeting was 11 August.  Highlights of the TWG meeting are:  a joint information centre was strengthened 
with the arrival of a technical team of epidemiologists, communication experts and data specialists will 
generate weekly situation reports to be shared with the GOK Crisis Response Centre, the MoH and partners. 
In Nairobi, the partners on the TWG include WHO, UNICEF, UN-OCHA, CDC, IOM, Merlin, MSFs, which work 
closely with the government to support implementation of key interventions. 

· In addition, within the Dadaab camps a health sector coordination structure meets weekly to review the 
implementation of the refugee health response and identify critical areas requiring improvement.  

· Both the education and WASH sectors are primarily coordinated through the Clusters as described in the 
below Cluster Coordination section of this report. 

 
Partnerships with INGOs & NGOs 

 
UNICEF’s Government and NGO partnerships are as follows: 
 

                                                 
1
 UNHCR Registration Statistics, 14 August, 2011 

 

Government/NGO Partner  
Geographic Coverage  

 

SECTORS 

WASH CP Health Nutrition Education 
HIV/
AIDS 

C4
D 

Save the Children UK Dadaab, Rift Valley, NEP 
 

awaiting 
A 

X A X     

Children’s Legal Action 
Network 

Dadaab  DCT      

OXFAM Turkana 
 

          X 

CIFA Moyale             X 

KRCS Central Pokot X           X 

Islamic Relief Mandera, Wajir, Turkana NEW             

NOSIM Kajiado X             

Health and Water Foundation Isiolo X         X   

PISP Marsabit NEW       

Northern Water Services Board Northern Kenya DCT       

Rift Valley Water Services 
Board 

Rift Valley DCT       

Min. of Water & Irrigation Nationally DCT             

DRC Dadaab NEW       

MERLIN Turkana 
 

  X A   X   

World Vision Turkana, Samburu, Baringo       A/ E       
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X: Existing PCA; A: PCA Amendment; E: PCA Extension; NEW: New PCA; DCT: Direct Cash Transfer. 

 

 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE  
 

Nutrition 

Drought Affected Areas   
· Total new admissions for severe acute malnutrition among children under five for July 2011 were 6431.   All 

758 out-patient sites (OTPs) and 50 stabilization centres  in the ASAL  districts of Kenya continued to receive 

support for management of severe  acute malnutrition reaching 17,686 during  the month of July. 

· An expanded partnership in Garissa with a new partner, Samaritan’s Purse, will scale-up management of 

malnutrition in drought affected communities in eastern Kenya. 

 

Dadaab Refugee Camps 

· UNICEF has provided 2000 cartons of RUTF to UNHCR. This has enabled UNHCR to reach the  caseload of 
5,561 children in the last week . There are plans to provide an additional 3,000 cartons of RUTF to secure 
stock until end of October. 

· Two additional tents, one each in Hagadera and Ifo, have been set up to create additional stabilization space 
for cases of severe malnutrition. 

· Additional 3000 cartons  of RUTF is on route to Dadaab, this is estimated to reach 2,800 children with severe 
acute malnutrition 
  

Health 

Drought Affected Areas 
· In response to the cholera and dengue fever alerts issued by the MoH this week in Northeastern Province, 

UNICEF funding totalling USD $57,333 has been provided to the MoH Provincial Office for surveillance 
systems, outreach, and supervisory activities Additionally, UNICEF has procured 15 health kits to be 
dispatched to Northeastern Province, Turkana County and Upper Eastern Province to assist up to 150,000 
people for three months 

· Integrated outreach services were carried out in Wajir North District at 28 sites and included immunization, 
antenatal services, health promotion sessions, deworming services and management of minor illnesses. The 
majority of the children requiring treatment for illnesses had diahrreoa.  

· During a joint MOH-UNICEF assessment visit, massive flooding was observed in Kakuma Refugee Camp and 
the surrounding area.  Roads were destroyed, as well as shelters and toilets.  It is anticipated that the 
situation could result in a cholera outbreak in the camp and host community.  UNICEF has agreed to 
preposition 3 health kits, adequate for 10,000 persons for a period of three months, in the three Turkana 
districts with the highest vulnerability risks.  This will serve 45 out of 131 health facilities that currently do not 

ACF West Pokot    NEW    

ACF Garbatulla    A    

IRC Kakuma, Turkana       NEW       

International Medical Corps Tana River, Laikipia  X     A       

IMC Isiolo, Samburu    A/ E    

Food for the Hungry Kenya Marsabit       A/ E       

Action Against Hunger Kitui, Mwingi X      
 

      

Mercy USA Kajiado, Kwale       X       

Mercy USA Garissa    NEW    

GTZ  Dadaab       NEW       

Concern Worldwide Moyale X      A       

MoPHS Nationally DCT   DCT  X       

WFP Nationally         DCT     

SNV Nationally         DCT     

ActionAid Nationally         DCT     

CARE Dadaab NEW      X 

AVSI Foundation Dadaab NEW       

Samaritan Purse Garissa    NEW    

ECCO Eldoret  NEW      
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receive KEMSA supplies since they are new dispenseries set up in remote, hard-to-reach areas that have been 
activated during this emergency period.  The MoH has deployed CHWs to these new facilities and UNICEF will 
help stock these dispenseries during this initial star-up period.  The remaining mostly larger health facilities 
within the county were found to have KEMSA supplies. 

· In response to the reported 26 suspected and 3 confirmed cases of measles around Kakuma, UNICEF will 
provide 150,000 doses of measles vaccine on 18 August.  In addition, an integrated vaccination and 
supplementation campaign for under-five children is planned for September.  This campaign will include 
measles, oral polio, and routine childhood immunizations as well as Vitamin A supplementation and 
deworming treatment.  UNICEF already has 440,000 doses of measles vaccine in-country to support the 
campaign and is in the process of procuring an additional 500,000 doses. 
 

Dadaab Refugee Camps 

· Vaccination for measles of the newly arriving refugees (aged 6 months to 29 years) is ongoing.  In each of the 
three camps, 400 refugees have been vaccinated per day since the campaign started last week.  

· 40 new Community Health Workers have been trained with UNICEF support and will assist in implementing 
community based interventions in the camps. 
 

WASH 

Drought Affected Areas 

· 4250 people from 15 communities in Marsabit will soon have access to improved water sources through a 
new PCA with PISP.  

· Advance WASH supplies, including 25 boxes of PUR and 4000 tablets of Aquatab, have been delivered to 
Kakuma Refugee Camp Hospital on 16 August, one day after the flash flooding.  Larger quantities will be sent 
on 17 and 18 August to benefit the 60,000 affected by the recent flooding. 

· Four plastic water tanks (5000L each) have been installed at Liboi Health Facility to serve both the health 
facility and the surrounding community. 

· An additional 7 water points became functional along the Liboi-Dadaab migration route.   Through water 
trucking, four of these sites are receiving 10,000 liters per day each, while the remaining three sites receive 
20,000 liters per day.  

· With UNICEF support, DRC has established an additional 30 water tanks (5000L) in strategic locations along 
the Liboi-Dadaab route.   
 

Dadaab Refugee Camps 

· In the outskirts of one of the camps, Hagadera, hygiene promotion was carried out by CARE with support 
from UNICEF including the dissemination of health messages through house-to-house visits to 400 households 
and the distribution of 400 gm soap.  More than 2000 people have benefitted from these hygiene promotion 
visits.  

· 5 cartons of soap and 400 buckets with lids have been given to GIZ to distribute to families whose children 
have finished treatment for malnutrition. The supply will benefit 400 families. 

· DRC was given 40 sets of latrine construction materials (plastic slabs, vent pipes, tarpaulins, etc.) to be used 
within select host communities where water trucking activities are being carried out. This will benefit 40 
households with 17 of the households already having dug the pits.  

· Due to a spoiled submersible pump in Damajale, 40,000 liters of water have been distributed to the 
surrounding community as an interim strategy while the pump is being repaired.  This will benefit 
approximately 4000 people. 
  

Education 

Dadaab Refugee Camps 

· AVSI Foundation will support the construction of four semi-permanent schools equipped with furniture for 
5,760 primary students in the new refugee settlements (Ifo Extension and Kambioos); the establishment of 15 
ECD centres for 750 pre-primary children in the camps of Hagadera, Ifo and Dagahaley; pedagogical teacher 
seminars for 60 refugee teachers; and community mobilisation through a PCA with UNICEF finalized this 
week. 

· 20 classroom-sized tents have been ordered and will be erected in time for start of new school term in 
September. 
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Child Protection 
 

Drought Affected Areas 

· Due to increasing cases of gender based violence, all training of health workers working in the camps, as well 
as those serving the host communities, will include a GBV component in the curriculum. 

· The Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) of USAID has committed to provide financial support totaling 
USD $500,000 to support UNICEF and its child protection partners to expand programmatic interventions in 
drought affected areas. 

· UNICEF has signed a small-scale agreement with Ex-Street Children Community Organization (ECCO), a local 
Kenya CSO, to work with streetchildren in Eldoret.  Their focus will be to reduce the numbers of children 
being separated from their families or going to the streets as a coping mechanism. 
  

Dadaab Refugee camps 
· One of the planned three 'safe spaces' for women and adolescent girls was established in Hagadera outskirts 

to provide opportunities for discussing issues affecting them, receiving psychosocial support and life skills 
training, and for confidentially reporting on protection concerns that they are experiencing.  UNICEF has 
provided three tents to IRC to establish the safe spaces. 

· Three additional, mobile child-friendly spaces have been established by Save the Children with UNICEF 
support to operate in the outskirts of the camps.  Each space will serve an average of 240 children a day. 

· A Psychosocial Specialist has been deployed by UNICEF to Daadab to work with Save the Children towards 
increasing the participation of girls and adolescents in the existing seven static child-friendly spaces.  In July, 
only 30% of the total children benefitting from the spaces were girls. 

· In total, Save the Children has identified a total of 3,855 children with protection concerns (separated 
children, unaccompanied children, etc.).  Out of 466 cases attended to date Save the Children has successfully 
been able to close 17% of the cases.  An improved vulnerability assessment procedure has been put into place 
and is expected to expedite the case management process for the remaining children. 

 

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 
 

Drought Affected Areas 

· Communication messages for all programme areas will start to be aired next week through cooperation with 
five regional radio stations. 

· Community mobilization and health promotion activities in both drought-affected communities and cross-
border areas has been funded at the level of USD $38,084 and will be implemented by the Department of 
Health Promotion (DHP).  

 

Dadaab Refugee Camps 

· A faith-based emergency response plan has been developed with Inter-Religious Council of Kenya (IRCK) 
focusing on CSD and child protection.  Engagement of religious leaders in Daadab is underway to facilitate 
mobilisation of both refugees and the surrounding host communities for focused C4D activities.   

 
CLUSTER COORDINATION 

· Nutrition Cluster coordination is being supported by UNICEF to continuously identify response gaps in drought 
affected districts of Kenya.  UNICEF is playing a lead role in supporting the MoH and partners at national and 
district levels to enforce international standards on ‘Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies.’ 

· The Education Cluster, co-led by UNICEF and Save the Children with the GOK, is working to increase the 
number of cluster members as well as form sub-national working groups.   There is an on-going challenge of 
locating/tracking schools involved in the school feeding programme and transporting the food from the 
District Education Offices to the schools.  An overall funding gap for the education sector exists of 
approximately US$ 46 million.  The Cluster successfully advocated with WFP to continue the school feeding 
programme as a life-saving intervention during school holidays in August.  This joint advocacy resulted in the 
MoE releasing approx. USD $4.3 million for the Home Grown School Feeding Programme in the drought-
affected areas and USD $4.3 million for payment of secondary school fees for student boarders in ASALs.  
School feeding during the school break has allowed a total of 1.2 million children to access school meals.  
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· The WESCOORD Cluster has developed a draft information management strategy which was presented to 20 
partners on 15 August.   In addition, results of a rapid appraisal undertaken in Mandera County by ACTED 
were presented with partners alerted that preparations were urgently needed for a potential outbreak of 
cholera.  Increasing numbers of partners are using the new online format to report WASH information weekly.   
UNICEF is providing technical support to WESCOORD partners to manage their information and reporting 
requirements.   

 
Cluster Coordination Progress Milestones 

 NUTRITION WASH EDUCATION 

CC function filled Yes – Dedicated CC Yes – Dedicated CC Yes – Dual role with Ministry of 
Education 

(Where Co-lead).  
Have areas of responsibility 
been defined and agreed 

Yes Yes for 50% ( one co-lead);  Remaining to 
be discussed 

Yes 

Coord mechanism/ TOR 
established  

Yes Yes Yes 

Cluster Strategy developed  Yes Yes No 

Standards promoted Yes Yes  

IM system established  No Yes No 

Cluster Performance 
management system agreed 

No No No 

Have gaps in response been 
identified  

Yes Yes Yes 

 

MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION  

· A multimedia media package on KCO emergency response in Turkana County was the main feature on 
UNICEF's Global Website on 16 August. 

· A multimedia feature on the nutritional crisis in Turkana County was a main feature live on UNICEF’s Global 
Website. 

· A successful 4-day KCO/ECHO media trip was held in Turkana 08 to 11 August with BBC World Service, 
Reuters, AP, La Stampa (Italy), EPA, and AFP.   Placements included the Wall St. Journal.  A feature story on 
mobile schools in Turkana was placed on UNICEF's Global Website on 12 August. 

· The KCO website was updated this week. 
· The profile of a mother in the Dadaab camp was featured live on UNICEF’s Global Website. 
· A multimedia team is in Wajir this week. 

FUNDING 

UNICEF INTERVENTIONS 
2011 

requirements 
(US$) 

Funds received/ 
allocated as of                   

16 August 2011 
(US$) 

FUNDING 
GAP 

Amount 

NUTRITION 
                    
18,500,000  

                          
17,619,271  

                         
880,729  

HEALTH 
                      
8,000,000  

                            
3,162,346  

                      
4,837,654  

WASH 
                    
10,400,000  

                            
4,916,276  

                      
5,483,724  

CHILD PROTECTION 
                      
3,800,000  

                            
1,281,025  

                      
2,518,975  

EDUCATION 
                      
5,500,000  

                            
3,934,472  

                      
1,565,528  

CLUSTER COORDINATION 
                         
591,121  

                               
380,405  

                         
210,806  

Cross Sectoral: Prog. Communications, M&E, 
Emergency Coordination 

                      
1,000,000  

                               
603,425  

                         
396,575  

TOTAL 47,791,121 31,897,222 15,893,989 
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NEXT SITREP:  25 August 2011 
 
 
For further information, please contact 
 
Olivia Yambi 

Representative  
Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254722520227 
E-mail: oyambi@unicef.org 

Juan Ortiz 

Deputy Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 722 529714 
E-mail: juortiz@unicef.org 

Katherine Grant 

Interim Chief of Emergency 
Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 722 528351 
E-mail:kgrant@unicef.org 

Annamaria Watrin 

OpsCen Information Officer  
Kenya Country Office 
Tel: +254 715 422954 
E-mail:awatrin@unicef.org 
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